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Why Pray? Chp 10
A. God’s people commanded to pray 1
B. God’s promises to deliver His people from their enemies 2-5
C Enemy: our idolatry, turning to anything but God. Gen 31:19; 1 Sam 19:13; 2 King 23:24

C Enemy: corrupt leaders who lead people astray 1 Pt 5:2-3; Act 20:17-38; 1 Tm 3:1-13;
Tit 1:7; Jude 4

C God’s Answer: His Messiah empowers His people!
C He is the cornerstone [Isa 28:16; Act 4:11; Eph 2:20; 1 Pt 2:6]
C He is the tent peg [Isa 22:23-24]
C He is the bow of battle for His people [Psa 110:5-7; Rev 19:11-16]
C He is the ultimate Ruler of His people 

C Jesus is Immanuel Mt 1:23 Christ is all we need!  Col. 2:3, 7, 9, 10, 13. 14, 15; 3:11

If we are defeated by our sins or some problem in this world, it is because
we have NOT learned to lay hold of the sufficiency of Christ! 

C Trusting in the sufficiency of Christ is NOT passivity on our part
v5=we fight because Lord in us!
Phil 2:12-13 - Rest in Christ’s rule; Act upon Christ’s rule

C. God’s promises of restoration & strength for His people 6-12
Notice “I will” statements of God = sure thing
WCF IX:IV When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, He
frees him from his natural bondage under sin; and, by His grace alone, enables him
freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good.

If God is Sovereign & gives us promises, Why Pray?
Two Dangerous Extremes:
C Fatalism – God’s in control, prayer doesn’t matter. “Que sera, sera”
C Limited God – Prayer changes things, God limits Himself by our prayers
Some truth in each, problem is not in what they affirm, but what they DENY!

TWO BIBLICAL TRUTHS:
God is Sovereign over ALL things:   Eph 1:11; Dan 4:35; Psa 103:19
Man is responsible, especially in prayer: Jas 5:16; 4:2; Mt 7:7-8; Eph 1:16-23;
3:14-21; 6:18-20; Rm 10:1; 12:12; 2 Cor 1:11

THREE BIBLICAL TRUTHS WE MUST NOT FORGET:
1. God's immutable nature does not eliminate His personal interaction with

humanity.
C God is immutable (unchangeable). Mal 3:6; Psa 102.27; Heb 13:8; Isa 46:9-11. 
C If God changed, then that would mean His wisdom or knowledge was deficient. 
C We rob God of His omniscience in our attempts to protect prayer's effectiveness.
C BUT what about those passages where God relents?  

 Moses & the golden calf (Exo 32:9-10, 14)
 Regretting making Saul king (1 Sam 15:10-11; 29)

C When Scripture says God regrets or changes His mind, we must understand those
texts to speak of helping US understand God as He interacts with us. It is NOT a
response based upon some deficiency in God's knowledge or Him changing His
eternal will or purpose. God's immutability does not cancel out His personal
interactions with His human beings!

2. Prayer is one of God's ordained means of accomplishing His purposes in
OUR lives!

C Moses’ attitude Ex 32
C Daniel 9:2-3 – knew God’s promises, but he prayed more fervantly
C It is all about God’s glory - Jn 14:13
C It is about us receiving joy in God’s plan - Jn 16:24
3. Beware of denying God's sovereignty for human free will!
C Will my prayer for someone’s salvation make a difference? Yes
C Does someone’s salvation hinge on my prayers? No - salvation depends on

Christ’s work on their behalf & the Spirit’s application of that work.
C Think glove: glove is not determinative; hand inside (God) is; But I (glove)

is filled with God’s Spirit

FOUR GOOD REASONS WE SHOULD PRAY:
a. We should pray for God's promises because He commands us to pray!

Zech 10:1 - God commands it! Mt. 6:10
b. We should pray for God's promises to admit our dependence upon Him!

Mt. 6:8-15 By praying we confess our dependence upon God and trust in
His sovereign will!

c. We should pray for God's promises so we remember that God alone is our
source of all blessings! By praying we remind ourselves that God is behind
‘nature' and even He provides rain, crop growth, our ability to work, etc. 

d. We should pray for God's promises to realize the fulfillment of His
purposes. Jn 16:24 – We get joy in God’s plan by our praying!

To Think About & Discuss:
C How can we know whether a biblical promise applies to us or whether it only applied to the

original audience?

C How would you answer someone who insists that physical healing is always God’s will,
based upon verses like Psa 103:3 (Ex 15:26)?

C When we serve God, how can we know whether we are acting in God’s strength or in our
own strength(Zech 4:6; Phil 2:12-13; Gal 5:25)? 

C How long should you continue in prayer if it seems God is not answering? 

C Read James 5:7-8, 16-18. How does this relate to Zech 10:1? What is necessary for God’s
people if they are seeking spiritual rain?

C So why is it necessary for God’s people to pray if He already knows what they need? 


