Anger’s High Price... God’s Incredible Mercy
February 19, 2012 Oakbrook Community Church (PCA)
Genesis 49:5-7 Pastor Mark W. Turner

Simeon & Levi: Angry Character v5-6

The Passion of uncontrolled Anger leads to ruin
¢ Jacob denounces violence & character of anger 5-6

e Jacob wants no part of angry character 6

e anger —a lifestyle to be avoided! Prv 22:24-25; 29:22

Beware of so-called “righteous” anger
e we often ‘justify’ our actions with sin

e Be angry without sinning Eph 4:26-27

e Vengeance belongs to God alone —Rom 12:19

Venting anger without control doesn’t relieve anger
or help others

¢ being true to feelings... bomb explosions cause great damage

e Results of their anger: death of town; great cruelty Gen 49:6

e Anger is usually result of ‘self-will" or ‘selfishness’, not God-centered

Anger creates distance in relationships
*  Jacob distanced himself from sons 49:6

»  Sons scattered over the land 49:7

¢ You can't get close to an angry person or you will be hurt

e Ask: Is my anger hurting the closeness of my family?

Anger if often passed on in the family

¢ Moses — anger cost him much

e Key: analyze anger quickly - James 1:19; Gen 4:6; Josh 4:4,9
e Whyamlangry? Is God sovereign over this situation?

Hope of God’s Grace!

e Turning to God's grace and mercy can turning a seeming curse or consequence
into a blessing of the Aimighty God!

e (Consider Levi's descendants... Josh 13:33; Num 18:20

e Moses, Aaron, Phinehas (Num 25), Eli (1 S 4), Ezra, John the Baphst _

e Psalm 51 .
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