The Believer Before the World
February 20, 2011 Oakbrook Community Church (PCA)
Genesis 21:22-34 Pastor Mark W. Turner
Abraham had a poor witness but God restored for His glory: Genesis 20:9-10
The purpose of discipline is restoration,
the purpose of God restoring us is
S0 we can minister and bless others!

A Watching World: Gen 21:22-24
*  Abimelech was watching Abraham'’s life

*  Abraham’s reputation had been tarnished (Gen 20)
*  Psalm 1:1-3 should describe a believer’s life — what about YOU?

*  Relationships w/ World Gen 14:13; 2 Cor 6:14; John 17:15-16

The Test of Relationships : Gen 21:25-26
»  Worldly Relationships WILL be tested 25-26

*  Abraham presented problem as believers should Mt 18:15

The Affirming of Covenant Gen 21:27-32 : Models God's Covenant w/ us Heb 10:9-18
* sacrifices (21:27) God sacrificed Christ on the Cross Heb 10:10

*  witnesses (21:28—-30) Sealed w/ Gift of Holy Spirit Heb 10:15
* and promises (21:31-32) Sealed with God's Word Heb 10:16

God’s Covenant guarantees salvation for all who will believe!
Other Lessons: Gen 21:32-34
*  Planting - Zec 3:10 : Tree was a witness & blessing to the world
*  Worshiping - in front of the world (Gen. 12:7-8; 13:4, 18) - what do others see?
* Learned a New Name for God — El Olam - the Everlasting God
»  Waiting - life is full of it - so you can live for God before others!

*  Are you redeeming your life for Christ's glory?
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