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Fr. Christian Körner, O.Carm.

editorial
In this issue of CITOC-magazine, we get a special sense of 

the internationality of our Order, on account of meetings held 
recently in various geographical areas. Here you will find an 

article on the present situation of the life of Carmelites in Latin 
America, especially the formation course for Carmelite students 
and young formators held in Peru, and on the 4th congress of 
ALACAR (the Association of American Carmelites) held in El Sal-
vador, an important initiative for the colaboration between the 
members of the Carmelite Family in Latin America and its devel-
opment. 

Meanwhile in Europe, last Summer, a meeting of the Awakening 
project took place. Through a number of experiences and work-
ing sessions the young participants came to a greater awareness 
of their belonging to Carmel. 

Still with young people, another article talks about the activi-
ties of young Carmelites in the countries of Asia-Australia-Ocea-
nia. They met in Indonesia for ongoing formation which allowed 
them to reflect on their first five years in ministry. 

Moving around the geographical areas, there is an article on 
the Carmelite presence in Papua New Guinea. All of this is further 
enriched by the impressions offered by the respective Councillors 
General in relation to their work and the projects they are follow-
ing, for example, those of the Councilor for Africa writing about 
the assembly of the superiors and directors of formation from 
the whole of Africa that took place in Tanzania. 

This issue dedicates space also to the various celebrations 
going on in the Carmelite world, such as the Dedication of the 
city of Palestrina, Italy, to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, and the 
celebration of the IV centenary of the foundation of the Carmel-
ite monastery in Zaragoza, Spain.

It is obvious that without money none of these events could 
ever happen: it is appropriate then that this issue includes a 
report on the triennial meeting of the bursars of the Order, held 
in Fatima.

In addition to all of that, we offer a selection of main news 
items, some of which appeared in CITOC-online.

We wish all our readers an enjoyable reading of this latest 
issue of CITOC-magazine. 
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Aware of the wide range 
of expectations which 
newly ordained Carmel-

ites face and of the unique 
adjustment demanded by 
the transition from initial 
formation to daily ministry, 
the General Commission of 
Formation, together with 
the Province of Indonesia, 
organized an ongoing forma-
tion course for newly ordained 
Carmelites from November 
16-21, 2015. This included the 
men who are from 1-5 years 
in ministry and in the region 
of Asia - Australia - Oceania. 
The ongoing course served as 
an effort to help the younger 
Carmelites to know each other 
in the region, to share their 
experiences, difficulties, and 
challenges from the threshold 
of initial formation to ministry 
life, and to dream for the Order 
as they continue their journey 
as future leaders of the region. 
The gathering was guided by 
the theme: Nurturing the 
Carmelite Vocation in the 
Year of Consecrated Life. 

Thirty eight newly ordained 
Carmelites, from Indonesia, 
the Philippines, India, East-
Timor and Vietnam gathered 
in the Magdalena Postel 
Retreat Center run by Miseri-
cordia Sisters, Malang, Java 
province, Indonesia. 

This one-week course 
began with the Eucharistic 
celebration presided by Fr. 
Ignasius Budiono, O.Carm., 
Prior Provincial of the Indone-
sian Province. In his homily, 
Fr. Ignasius underlined the 
importance of ongoing forma-
tion after ordination not only 
to have up-to-date knowledge 
with the modern world, but 
also to be renewed in spirit.

 In the opening address, 
Fr. Ignasius welcomed all the 
participants and wished them 
to take these days not only 
to study but also to refresh 
themselves from ministry. 
Fr. Benny Phang, General 
Councilor of Asia-Australia-
Oceania and Councilor for 
Formation took the opportu-
nity to thank the Indonesian 

Ongoing Formation 
Course for Young 

Carmelites  
in Indonesia

Province and the preparatory and 
organizing committee for making this 
course possible.

The keynote speaker Fr. Christian 
Buenafe, O.Carm, Prior Provincial, 
of the Philippines, gave the first 
talk on Finding the Balance in 
the Tension of Community and 
Ministry. He shared that this is the 
reality that every friar must face in 
his initial ministry. Both of these 
dimensions can be challenging for the 
newly ordained because they experi-
ence an instant change of lifestyle 
from study to work, from formation 
community to pastoral community. 
However, Fr. Christian shared that 
if the friar learns how to harmonize 
and manage these dimensions well, 
it will be very beneficial for the friar 
himself, for the community, and for 
those he is serving. 

On the second section of the 
first day, Father Wayne Stanhope, 
O.Carm, Formation Director from 
the Australia-East Timor Province, 
invited all the participants to share 
concerns and struggles between 
community life and ministry and 
their experience of how to harmo-
nize these two dimensions. He also 
shared that only contemplation can 
help us to harmonize these dimen-
sions. He stated that “we should 
never forget that people expect us 
to teach them how to pray and walk 
with them as companions. There-
fore, it is so sad when Carmelites 
engage in their mission with a very 
little contemplative heart.”

Fr. Joseph Tri, O.Carm.
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On the second day, after 
the Eucharist celebration, 
Fr. Noel Deslate, Ph.D., a 
diocesan priest from the 
Philippines and a director 
of Galilee Institute, which 
is dedicated to helping 
priests and religious with 
problems, came to speak 
about Boundaries and 
Intimacy in Ministry. Fr. 
Noel gave some guidelines 
to help participants how to 
be aware of their sexuality 
and the need for healthy 
intimacy in the environment 
of ministry. Following the 
talk, the participants were 
divided into small groups for 
discussions. 

In the afternoon of the 
second day, Fr. Robert 
Puthussery, O.Carm., Prior 
Provincial of St. Thomas 
Province of India, gave the 
presentation, Consecrated 
Religious in the Midst 
of the People. He used a 
message from the teachings 
of Pope Francis for the year 
of consecrated life to remind 
the participants that their 
religious life is to “wake up 
the world,” and “we can’t 
accomplish this mission if 
we forget our identity as 
religious. Being religious 
means our hearts totally 
belong to God.”

On Friday, after  the 
Morning Prayer, Fr. 
Stephanus Buyung, 
O.Carm., Director of Marian 
Center based in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, helped the 
participants to deepen their 

understanding of the gift of 
contemplation. He invited 
young Carmelites to reclaim 
and nurture the contempla-
tive gift in today’s world. 
Contemplation is a gift from 
God. He stated, “The first 
hermits of Carmel passed 
it down to us, our duty is 
to live, develop, and share 
it.” “Contemplation is the 
heart of Carmelite life. 
This heart keeps us 
functioning. We can’t 
live our frater-
nity, prayer, and 
mission without 
being contempla-
tive people.” 

In the afternoon, Fr. 
Benny Phang, O.Carm., 
challenged young friars 
to accept their role as 
future leaders of the Order 
as well as the Church. His 
talk, Building Theotokoi 
Community: Carmelite 
Lifestyle in the Changing 
World, highlighted the issue 
of how young Carmelites live 
with the challenges of our 
time. The name of Carmel is 
highly associated with deep 
spiritual life. “Carmelite 
saints show us that Carmel 
is the school of prayer. Our 
community must be a school 
for us to learn how to experi-
ence God so we may share 
this gift with those we serve. 
The lifestyle of Carmelites 
must be contemplative.” 

At the whole duration of 
the course, all participants 
enjoyed the fraternal hospi-
tality of the Carmelites of 

the Indonesian Province. The ongoing 
formation course was a mixture of 
study, prayer, group discussion, recre-
ation, and fraternal sharing. Thanks to 
the preparation team who had created 
much space and time for prayer and 
reflection as well as for the partici-
pants who were able to get to know one 
another. The participants also had the 
opportunity to wash one another’s feet, 
as a symbol of service, as they were 
led in prayer by Fr. Wayne. Cultural 
nights and other activities followed as 
all representatives shared their cultural 
richness. They also enjoyed a day trip to 
visit Batu Secret 
Zoo and some 
museums in 
Malang. 

The 
gathering 
was concluded 
with a Eucharist 
presided by 
Fr. Benny Phang, O.Carm., with the 
participation of the Carmelite Novices 
and Suara Musik Suci Choir. All 
participants were happy to have this 
gathering. They were grateful to the 
General Commission for Formation and 
the Indonesian Province that hosted 
it. They did not forget to thank for the 
hard work of the preparatory committee 
that made this gathering successful and 
fruitful. They also expressed their deep 
gratitude to all facilitators. They went 
home with renewed energy and new 
hope about their lives and about their 
ministries. They arrived strangers to 
each other and they left for home as 
friends and brothers and are looking 
forward to their next gathering!
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Humble Servants:
The Canonization of 
Louis and Zélie Martin

On Sunday October 18, 
2015, Pope Francis 
presided at Mass in St. 

Peter’s Square which included 
the Rite of Canonization. Earlier 
this year, on June 27, 2015, at 
the Ordinary Consistory in the 
Vatican, the Pope approved the 
canonization of Louis Martin and 
his wife Zélie. It was decided 
that the ceremony would take 
place during the Synod on 
the Family, and they would be 
canonized alongside two others: 
Fr. Vincenzo Grossi, the Italian 
founder of the Institute of 
the Daughters of the Oratory, 
and Spanish Sister Maria of 
the Immaculate Conception, 
Superior General of the Sisters 
of the Company of the Cross. 

It was a glorious day in St. 
Peter’s Square! Thanks to our 
Discalced Carmelite brothers in 
Rome, eight Carmelites from 
our General Curia were able to 
attend the ceremony. Directly 
after the entrance hymn and 
the greeting by the Pope, Cardi-
nal Angelo Amato, S.D.B., pre-

fect of the Congregation on the 
Causes of the Saints, requested 
that the Pope enroll these holy 
people among the Saints. After 
the Litany of Saints was sung, 
the Pope declared the formula of 
Canonization:

For the honor of the Blessed 
Trinity, the exaltation of the 
Catholic faith and the increase 
of the Christian life, by the au-
thority of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and our own, after due de-
liberation and frequent prayer 
for divine assistance, and having 
sought the counsel of many of 
our brother Bishops, we declare 
and define Blessed, Vincenzo 
Grossi, Maria of the Immaculate 
Conception, Louis Martin and 
Marie-Azélie Guérin, spouses, 
to be Saints and we enroll them 
among the Saints, decreeing 
that they are to be venerated 
as such by the whole Church. In 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

At that point, Louis Martin 
and Zélie Guérin were officially 
proclaimed saints! I could not 
help but think about my own 
parents, along with all parents, 
who are the first teachers of our 
faith and instilled in each of us 
a spirit of service and disciple-
ship. The church has canonized 
many popes, bishops, priests, 
along with women and men reli-
gious, but this was the first time 
that a married couple with chil-
dren was canonized in the same 
ceremony. It was an emotional 
moment! Soon thereafter, mem-
bers of the faithful brought up 
relics from each new saint and 
these were incensed to forever 
be venerated as relics of saints 
of the Church! 

Married in 1858, Louis and 
Zélie had nine children. Four died 
in infancy, while the remaining 
five entered religious life. During 
their marriage, the couple was 
known to attend daily Mass, 
pray and fast, visit the elderly 
and the sick, and welcome the 
poor into their home. The Pope 

Fr. Carl Markelz, O.Carm. 

Frs. Carl, Benny, Conrad, Noel and Raúl participated in the 
celebration of the Canonization of Louis and Zélie Martin
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stated in his homily, “The holy spouses 
Louis Martin and Marie-Azélie Guérin 
practiced Christian service in the family, 
creating day by day an environment of 
faith and love which nurtured the voca-
tions of their daughters, among whom 
was Saint Therese of the Child Jesus.”

Louis and Zélie did not do anything 
extraordinary during their lifetimes, but 
rather lived their faith in a very simple, 
humble way, teaching by example, know-
ing what it was like to mourn the loss 
of loved ones, nurturing the vocation of 
their children, and putting their faith into 
action by reaching out to others in need. 
Louis and Zélie are excellent models for 
all Christian spouses. 

 Many parents are saintly people, as 
they sacrifice for their children and live 
out their vocation with love. We know 
they are not always perfect, but they 
live holy lives that are now be recog-
nized more fully by the Church. No one 
has ever said that the sacrament of 
matrimony is easy to live day after day, 
but now that this married couple has 
been proclaimed saints by the Church, 
all couples can look to Louis and Zélie 
as humble servants and as models for 
Christian Life and Marriage. All of us can 
learn much by being inspired by married 
couples who choose to live out their vo-
cations together and are disciples in love 
on this journey to God. May the Church 
continue to recognize and proclaim mar-
ried couples as saints and inspire future 
generations of parents to live their Chris-
tian lives as humble servants!

The 450th Anniversary 
of the Birth of St. Mary 

Magdalene de’Pazzi

In different places, activities are 
beginning to appear to commem-
orate the 450th anniversary 
of the birth in Florence of St. 
Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi. In the 
conference room of the Carmelite 
parish in Ayala, Madrid, on the 
12th and 13th of November, the 6th 
Seminar of “Textos para un Milenio” 
(Texts for a Millennium) was held, focusing 
this year on the life and doctrine of this Carmelite saint. 
The Prior General, Fernando Millán Romeral, O.Carm., 
opened the seminar which numbered among its 
speakers, Fr. Mario Alfarano, O.Carm., the delegate for 
the anniversary celebrations, who spoke about the life 
and spiritual profile of the saint, and Fr. Míceál O’Neill, 
O.Carm., who spoke about her mystical experience in 
the liturgy. Other speakers were the professors, Henar 
Pizarro, the director of Texts for a Millennium, who 
spoke about the echoes of Mary Magdalenw de’ Pazzi’s 
canonisation in Spain, Maria Jesus Fernandez Cordero, 
who spoke about her theological approach to the Incar-
nate Word, and Esther Jimenez Pablo whose theme was 
the Jesuit influence in the saint’s life.

The Carmelite Third Order of the province of Italy, 
has been publishing regularly a series of leaflets as aids 
to reflection, centred this year on the doctrine of St. 
Mary Magdalen de’Pazzi, and written by the nuns in the 
monastery of Sutri (Viterbo, Italy). The leaflets contain a 
number of texts from the writings of the saint and points 
for reflection, for both individuals and groups.

In the monastery of Granada (Spain) founded in 1508, 
work is being done on an exhibition with different artistic 
representations of the saint down through the years.

The website www.ocarm.org/450mmp will be avail-
able soon.
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The year 2015 began on a 
very positive note. The All 
Africa Carmelite Leaders and 

Formators Assembly took place 
at Boko Spiritual Centre, Dar es 
Salam, Tanzania. A total of 17 
persons attended including the 
organisers and translation staff. 
All seven countries were repre-
sented: Burkina Faso, Cameroun, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania 
and Zimbabwe. Thanks to the 
Carmelite Sisters of St Therese of 
the Child Jesus who proved to be 
great hosts. 

Three discussion papers were 
delivered by Noel Rosas, the Ad-
ministrative Secretary for Forma-
tion and, Conrad Mutizamhepo, 
General Councilor, with expert 
translation skills of Miceal O’Neill. 
Conrad gave the other two papers 

on the themes: An Appropriate 
Model of Carmelite Leadership 
in Africa? Exploring Servant 
Leadership: Fears and Hopes 
for the Future; and Forming 
the Next Generation of Car-
melites in Africa: Experiences, 
Challenges and Hopes.

After the Conference, during 
January 27 to February 15, 
2015, I embarked on my first 
leg of fraternal visits to Tan-
zania, Mozambique, and due 
to unrest in the DRC, had to 
take a break in Zimbabwe. 
The second leg of the frater-
nal visits continued from March 
23 to April 23, 2015, which 
saw me going to Burkina Faso, 
Cameroun, eastern part of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Kenya. In all these visits, 

I felt very privileged as 
well as humbled to be 

welcomed in all our 
houses as a 

brother. 

A general overview of my ob-
servations fall into three cat-
egories: positive aspects, con-
cerns and recommendations. 
First of all, it is important to 
point out that there are many 
positive things happening in 
Africa. Some of the more sig-
nificant positive experiences 
are: 

a. Youthfulness: the major-
ity of the African friars are still 
young, healthy and enthusias-
tic about living and witnessing 
their life of consecration; 

b. Community life: the 
overwhelming majority of the 
brothers are living in commu-
nity and follow the community 
horarium; 

c. Vocations: all communi-
ties in Africa that are putting 
an effort in vocation promotion 
work are getting young men to 
join the Order; 

d. Formation: in each of the 
Carmelite ‘presences’, there 
are candidates and/or friars 
undergoing initial formation at 
various stages. The combined 
total of solemnly professed 
friars is about 84; about 105 
students; about 20 novices 
and about 30 pre-novic-
es. There are 23 Carmelite 
houses which are in a good 
state of repair, while some 
brothers live in diocesan 
parochial houses; 

Report from Africa
Fr. Conrad Mutizamhepo, O.Carm.

‘Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy’ (Ps 126:5)
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e. Financial Support: the 
various jurisdictions with over-
sight of African entities are 
doing a good job in maintaining 
them; 

f. Programmes of col-
laboration: these exist in two 
regional novitiates, in Kriste 
Mambo for the English speak-
ing Africa and Mbalmayo for the 
French speaking African Carmel. 

While there are many positive 
aspects to African Carmelite 
experience, there are also con-
cerns that need to be addressed 
if we are to build on and consoli-
date the positive aspects. More 
thought, in my view, needs to 
be given to the following issues: 
a. Leadership:, b. Community 
life dynamics, c. the Process of 
Formation, d. Financial self sus-
tainability on African resources, 
e. Service in the midst of the 
people, f. Coordinated Carmel-
ite Family Programmes and g. 
Role of Founding or Supporting 
Jurisdictions 

The concerns and challenges 
are many. Yet, I believe that 
they can be addressed. These 
challenges can be opportunities 
for growth. But this can only 
happen through genuine spiri-
tual renewal of each friar and 
member of the Carmelite Family 
in his/her personal as well as 
communal encounter with Jesus 
the Lord. As has been said by 
Pope Francis: ‘A person who 
is not convinced, enthusiastic, 

certain and in love, will convince 
nobody’ (EG. 266). So my rec-
ommendations are: 

1. that the Provincial, Del-
egate and local leaders contin-
ue to facilitate and encourage 
the spiritual renewal of each 
member’s encounter with Jesus 
Christ which will be the spring-
board of engagement 
with the particular 
visions and plans of 
Carmel in each entity; 

2. that entities culti-
vate participative ser-
vant leadership cul-
ture and structures; 

3. that each entity 
prioritize initial for-
mation and ongoing 
formation and try to 
produce a formation 
guide for formators in-
tegrated within the vision 
and plan of each entity; 

4. that measures be put in 
place to think on and set up 

strategies for finan-
cial self-sustainabil-
ity in consultation 
and dialogue with 
the supporting Prov-
ince; 

5. that African en-
tities communicate 
and engage in co-
operation and col-
laborative ventures 
among both friars 
and the Carmelite 
Family in general; 

6. that service in the 
midst of the people of God be 
diversified to help the Carmel-
ite Family to prepare for other 
forms of service other than 
parish-based ministries. Each 
entity would need to reflect on 
their engagement and training 
in ‘sign of the times’ ministries 
in keeping with world-human 
issues; 

7. that Carmelites engage 
in activities to popularize Lay 
Carmel and popular piety incor-

porating devotion to the Scapu-
lar of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Mount Carmel; 

8. that entities implement the 
General Chapter Resolution on 
the creation of Safe Environ-
ment for Children and Adults as 
a matter of urgency in keeping 
with the Pope’s ‘zero-tolerance’ 
policy to ensure that abuse 

does not take place in places 
where Carmelites inhabit.

During September 15-18, I 
was invited to participate in 
some sessions of the meeting 
of European Provincials and 
I raised some of these issues 
with them. I am convinced that 
Carmel is capable of adapting to 
the African terrain and can take 
root. There is need for the spirit 
of Carmel’s appropriation of 
and witness to the Gospel to be 
inculturated in Africa. It is our 
enduring challenge for African 
Carmelites to evangelize our 
cultures in order to inculturate 
the Gospel through joyful Car-
melite witnessing. The labours 
of sowing the seed of Carmel 
in Africa may prove to be slow. 
But as the Psalmist says: Those 
who sow in tears shall reap with 
shouts of joy! (Ps 126:5). I am 
convinced that the efforts of so 
many since the last half of the 
20th century and into the 21st 
century have not been in vain. 
Carmel will grow in the African 
soil, in the hearts of the conse-
crated and the people of God.

Assembly of Africa Carmelite Leaders  
and Formators in Tanzania.

Monastery of OLMC in Machakos, Kenya
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Report from Americas

The geographical region of 
the Americas covers a vast 
territory that is rich in its 

variety of cultures and centuries 
of history. The Carmelite friars 
are present and exercising minis-
try in thirteen different countries, 
from Canada in the north down to 
Argentina in the south.

We began 2015 in South Amer-
ica, where along with the Prior 
General we took part in three-
important assemblies: the Titus 
Brandsma General Delegation in 
Colombia, the Provincial Com-
missariat in Peru and the Provin-
cial Commissariat in Bolivia. In 
each of these assemblies we met 
our Carmelite brothers and with 
them discussed a number of proj-
ects, and talked about the chal-
lenges in each different place. In 
addition, we were able to meet 
members of the wider Carmel-
ite Family, the cloistered nuns in 
Peru, Carmelite sisters in Bolivia 
and Peru, and various groups of 
lay Carmelites who work very 
closely with the friars in differ-
ent evangelisation programmes, 
especially among the most needy 
in each of these three countries. 

Between the 9th and the 13th of 
February, 2015, a meeting of the 
superiors, delegates and bursars 
of the Americas took place in Sao 
Paolo, Brazil. The Bursar General, 
Fr. Carl Markelz joined us for that 
meeting, which was attended by 
fifteen friars representing almost 
all the Carmelite entities of the 

continent. We were sorry not 
to have our brothers from Ven-
ezuela with us. They were not 
able to attend because of the 
difficult economic and social 
situation in their country, but 
they sent a report and a series 
of suggestions to the meeting 
via email. In the course of the 
gathering, people spoke about 
the need for more creative 
planning with a view to gener-
ating local resources, given the 
aging process and the decrease 
in economic power of the prov-
inces of origin. The superiors 
and delegates also had a wide 
discussion on the problems 
that are affecting the area of 
initial formation in the differ-
ent countries at the moment. 
They decided for the next three 
or four years to have an inten-
sive course of integral forma-
tion for students in formation 
and young formation directors 
in the Americas. 

In addition to the fraternal 
visits, another of our responsi-

bilities is to 
conduct ca-
nonical visi-
tations of 
the different 
entities in each 
geographical 
area. From 
the 20th to 
the 30th of 
May, 2015, along with Fr. Mi-
chael Farrugia, the Procurator 
General, we visited the Com-
missariat of the Antilles that in-
cludes Puerto Rico and the Do-
minican Republic. As part of the 
visit we spoke individually with 
each of the solemnly professed 
members and met with the as-
pirants, postulants and simply 
professed students in groups. 
The visit was quite positive, 
highlighting the number of new 
vocations that join the forma-
tion programme in this com-
missariat. There are plans for 
further canonical visitations in 
2016 following the calendar of 
international commitments in 
the General Curia. 

Fr. Raúl Maraví, O.Carm.

Assembly of the Delegation Titus Brandsma - Colombia



The only Provincial Chapter 
to be celebrated in 2015 in the 
Americas was the chapter of the 
North American Province of St. 
Elias which took place from the 
8th to the 12th of June. As is the 
custom, this chapter was organ-
ised very well. The days were 
busy, with a lot of discussions 
on various projects and a lot of 
fraternity. The province of St. 
Elias has responsibility for two 
important missions, Vietnam 
and Trinidad. 

As a result of a decision by the 
superiors and delegates of the 
Americas, the first intensive for-
mation course for students and 
young formation directors, took 
place from the 23rd of July to 
the 9th of August in our retreat 
house in Lima, Peru. Twenty-
three friars from ten countries 
took part. The participants 
spent time studying Carmelite 
saints and spirituality, visiting 
some poor areas of the 
city, sharing times 
of meditation and 
prayer and en-
joying the ex-
perience of 
the fraternity 
and interna-
tionality of 
the Order. 

In a different 
setting, during 
the meeting of the 
Provincials, Com-
missaries and Del-
egates of Europe, 
held in Rome, Italy, in the month 
of September, we were able to 
meet with the Prior Provincials 
of the provinces of Aragon-
Castile-Valencia (ACV), Betica 
(Baet), Catalonia (Cat) (all three 
in Spain), Italy and Malta, to talk 
about the future of their mis-
sions in Spanish speaking Latin 
America: the Antilles (ACV), 
Venezuela (Baet) and Venezuela 
(Cat), Colombia (Italy) and Bo-
livia (Malta). The five provincials 
underlined the importance and 

urgency of strengthening the 
joint formation programmes in 
the Americas. In addition, they 
expressed their concerns about 
the structure of the Order that 
does not help to unite the differ-
ent small entities in the region. 
These leaders asked us to devel-
op a project to study the viability 

of creating one or more 
General Commis-

sariats in Spanish 
speaking Latin 
America.

In conjunc-
tion with our 
Discalced Car-
melites broth-
ers, every three 

years we organ-
ise a congress on 

Carmelite Spiritual-
ity, for the O.Carm. 
and OCD families in 
Latin America. This 
time the event was 

held in San Salvador, and went 
from the 26th to the 31st of Oc-
tober, 2015. The chosen theme 
was “Teresa: woman, mystic 
and prophet: A window of hope 
for Latin America”. The partici-
pants included both Generals, 
along with 130 others, made up 
of friars, cloistered nuns, sisters, 
hermits and lay Carmelites from 
the seventeen countries in the 
hemisphere. 

In addition to being the Coun-
cillor General for the Americas, 
we are also responsible for the 
General Commission for Laity 
and Carmelite Youth, which met 
in Rome, Italy from the 23rd 
to the 28th of April. This com-
mission continues its work of 
communication through an E-
Bulletin, and through forma-
tion, with a revision of the pro-
gramme of formation for the 
Carmelite Third Order, which in 
turn will be adapted to suit other 
groups of lay Carmelites. By the 
same token, we led a meeting 
of the Committee for Carmelite 
Schools which was held from the 
12th to the 15th of July in Barce-
lona, Spain, and in which atten-
tion was given to the final details 
for the next Carmelite Schools 
Congress to be held at the end 
of April 2017 in Chicago, U.S.A.

We would like to end by saying 
that in the American continent 
we find great hope for the future. 
As we end this short report, we 
have 181 students in initial for-
mation: 17 in the U.S.A., 63 in 
Brazil, and 101 in Spanish speak-
ing Latin America. During the 
year since January we have tried 
to visit all the formation houses 
and to encourage the young 
people who wish to live out their 
calling to Carmel. May the Lord 
continue to bless us with more 
and good vocations. 

Visiting Nuns in the Dominican Republic

Meeting with Superiors  
and Bursars
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Report from 
Asia-Australia-Oceania

Asia is the birth place of many 
great religions, and among 
them is Christianity. The 

apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in 
Asia praises God in explaining this 
continent, “It was in fact in Asia that 
God revealed and fulfilled his saving 
purpose from the beginning. He 
guided the patriarchs (cf. Gen 12) 
and called Moses to lead his people 
to freedom (cf. Ex 3:10). He spoke 
to his chosen people through many 
prophets, judges, kings and valiant 
women of faith. In “the fullness of 
time” (Gal 4:4), he sent his only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ the 
Saviour, who took flesh as an Asian! 
Exulting in the goodness of the 
continent’s peoples, cultures, and 
religious vitality, and conscious at 
the same time of the unique gift of 
faith which she has received for the 
good of all, the Church in Asia cannot 
cease to proclaim: “Give thanks 
to the Lord for he is good, for his 
love endures for ever” (Ps 118:1)” 

(EA, 1). To spread the joy 
of the Gospel (EG, 1) to this 
vast land, the Asian apostles 
testified, “We proclaim the 
one we have seen, heard and 
touched” (cf. 1 John 1:1-3). 
This personal encounter and 
discipleship is indispensable. 
Without it none will be able to 
touch the soul of Asia (FABC 
Plen. Ass. X, 2012). 

Australia is a country of 
striking landscapes and a 
rich ancient culture. It is the 
sixth-largest country in land 
area and is the only nation to 
govern an entire continent. 
Australia is home to one of the 
world’s oldest living cultures, 
with Aboriginal communities 
established nearly 60,000 
years before European settle-
ment. Today, Australia is one 
of the world’s most multicul-
tural countries, rich in indige-
nous and immigrant cultures. 
Australia is a successful and 
prosperous nation, and one 

of the 
world’s 
strongest 
economies. 
In the past, Portu-
guese and Spanish 
Roman Catholics along with 
Dutch and English Protestants 
were sailing into Australia 
waters from the seven-
teenth century. Therefore, 
this continent-country also 
bears abundant promises and 
hopes for Christianity planted 
there centuries ago. 

As Asian Pacific inhabit-
ants, we are invited to take 
part in the evangelization by 
being immersed in the Asian 
and Australian ways of living, 
which concur harmoniously 
with our Carmelite way of 
living. This way is expressed 
in living a contemplative way 
of life, engaging incultura-
tion, inter-religious dialogue, 

Fr. Benny Phang, O.Carm. 

Student Gathering in the Philippines CITOC | P. 12



and option for the poor. This is 
best summarized as a contem-
plative dialogue with culture, 
religions and the poor. To realize 
these ideals, we are challenged 
to live authentically the identity 
we constantly profess throughout 
our Carmelite history by way of 
building praying and prophetic 
communities at the service of the 
Church and the world (cf. Final 
Message, Gen. Chap. 2013, 4b). 

This geographic area known in 
the Order as Asia, Australia and 
Oceania (AAO) consists of two 
huge continents and thousands 
of islands. Around 30% of the 
members of the Order live in 
this vast area. Although the 
Carmelites in AAO inherit various 
ancient cultures and speak in very 
different languages, English is well 
accepted as a uniting language of 
the area; therefore, in the regional 
meetings or gatherings, English is 
employed. 

Some activities done in the 
first half of this sessenium are: 
on the routine basis, forma-
tors and students gather every 
other year. The last formators 
gathering was in November 2014, 
and the students gathered in April 
2015; both gatherings were held 
in the Philippines. The superiors 
gathering happened in November 
2014 in Vietnam. In March 2015, 
there was the Third Order Carmel-
ites gathering in Tagaytay, Philip-
pines. Finally, in November 2015, 
we held an on-going forma-
tion course for the 1st to 5th year 
friars in active ministry in Malang, 
Indonesia with the theme: 
Nurturing the Carmelite Vocation 
in the Year of Religious Life. As 
the councillor for this area, I have 
visited almost every commu-
nity in the area through fraternal 
visits in 2015: India in January to 
February, Indonesia-Papua New 
Guinea-Australia and the Philip-
pines in July to September. 

As councillor for formation, in 
collaboration with the General 

Report from 
Asia-Australia-Oceania

Formation Commission I have 
organized the on-going forma-
tion course on St. Teresa Avila 
and St. John of the Cross: “Silent 
Music, Sounding Solitude: 
Following in His Footsteps” in 
Avila & Salamanca, Spain from 
7th to 17th September 2014. It 
has also been decided at the 
Commission meeting in Rome 
2015 that in November 2016, 
Indonesia will be hosting the 
International Course for Forma-
tors and Vocation Promoters in 
Batu - Malang, on October 30 
to November 13, 2016 with the 
theme:  Walk With Us: “Growing 
in the Contemplative Dimen-
sions of One’s Life” (RIVC, 10). 

In the next four years, I have 
arranged some plans. The 
most important is the canon-
ical visits. Those other plans 
are bursars gathering and the 
Carmelite Institutes and retreat 
masters gathering, the dates 
and venues for these gather-
ings are to be decided together 
with the superiors of the area. 
May God bless the Carmelites in 
this geographical area and lead 
us with His wisdom in planning 
the best for this area and for 
the whole Order. 

Meeting of Carmelite Laity of Asia-Australia-Oceania in the Philippines
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In September of this year (2015), 
the Provincials, Commissaries and 
Delegates General of the European 

Geographical Area of the Order met at 
Saint Albert’s International Centre in 
Rome (CISA). This group meets every 
eighteen months to review the situ-
ation of Carmel across the continent 
and seek to address common endeav-
ours for the future. At this meeting, 
conscious of the present situation of 
the peoples of the European continent 
and reflecting on the current crisis of 
those fleeing the dreadful situation in 
the Middle East, they sent a message 
to all European Carmelites concluding 
with these words: “Mindful that in the 
beginning we too were pilgrims, and 
urged by our contemplative and pro-
phetic charism, we invite each commu-
nity, to the extent that each one can, 
to be open to the kind of solidarity that 
this humanitarian situation demands 
and that the Church asks of us too.”  

Regarding Carmelite life in Europe 
today, the provincials faced with the 
reality as they see it today looked for 
a common vision or strategy to be em-
ployed by the provinces in the future. 
There have been a number of provin-
cial chapters over the past year, that 
have seen difficult but courageous de-
cisions taken. The question of initial 
formation was high on their agenda. 
We now have an international Euro-
pean novitiate in Salamanca, Spain. Of 
the fifteen novices there this year nine 
of them are from Europe plus six from 
the Caribbean. A major building resto-
ration of the residence in Salamanca is 
presently under way by the province of 
Aragon, Castile and Valencia (ACV), so 
as to provide for a new spiritual centre. 
Salamanca is not just a beautiful place, 

Report from Europe
Fr. John Keating O.Carm. 

but symbolically important 
for the Order, as it was there 
at the convent of San Andres 
that Saint John of the Cross 
did his formation. Also, it was 
decided at the meeting to 
proceed with a common Eu-
ropean formation community 
in Rome for those in simple 
profession. A group to study 
the practical implications of 
this decision is being estab-
lished. Formation and voca-
tions must be a major priority 
for all Carmelites in the Eu-
ropean area so as to ensure 
that the mission of the Order 
can continue into the next 
generation. There are always 
challenges, and the ‘old con-
tinent’ faces a constantly 
changing reality both spiritu-
ally and socially. One cannot 
look upon this in a negative 
way, as it must be seen posi-
tively with a new hope that 
comes from a Christian vision 
of life. Despite the fact that 
the numbers of friars are de-
creasing, there is the pres-
sure of how to maintain a 
presence everywhere. Some 
places, sadly, will close. The 
presence and mission of the 
Order is still strong and a 

significant part of the mis-
sion of the Church in Europe 
today. The Prior General has 
sometimes used a football 
metaphor for our European 
future - “it is not possible to 
continue to field a full team 
of eleven players, if we have 
only seven fit and available to 
play.” The approach has to be 
one of profound discernment, 
including dialogue among 
those involved in decision-
making and those affected 
by it. The mission of Carmel 
is much more than property 
and structures.

Right across Europe there 
have been wonderful cel-
ebrations, congresses and 
activities marking the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Saint Teresa of Jesus. Most 
of these events have been 
published in CITOC-on-line. 
In 2016, we will mark the 
450th anniversary of the 
birth of one of our great Car-
melite woman mystics, Saint 
Mary Magdalene de Pazzi (of 
Florence). The presence of 
our nuns across Europe is 
significant and vitally impor-
tant for the whole Order. We 
were reminded of this when 
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in July 2015 the Prior General, Fernando Millán 
Romeral, O.Carm. led the solemn celebration 
of the Eucharist of thanksgiving for the 400th 
anniversary of the foundation of the Monas-
tery of the Encarnación in Zaragoza (Spain). 
All these events recall the mission and charism 
of the Order, recalling for us the many won-
derful things happening in our European area 
and once again the challenge for all European 
Carmelites is to strengthen the Order’s pres-
ence through the contribution of our friars, 
nuns, sisters and numerous lay groups. Many 
groups of Carmelite laity are meeting in differ-
ent parts of the continent for prayer, spiritual 
reflection, social services and through the work 

of the seven Carmelite run schools. The first 
stage of the Carmelite European youth project 
“Awakening” has been completed, as you will 
see in this edition of our magazine.

The Prior General had the opportunity recent-
ly to visit our community in Luncani, Roma-
nia, which is part of the Italian province. The 
Carmelite community there lives in a beauti-
ful location, a spiritual centre, that welcomes 
many people including Catholic and Orthodox. 
The Polish province is opening a community in 
Lithuania this autumn, following many years of 
involvement especially by the Dutch province, 
a ministry that has laid the foundation for this 
new European mission. 

As CITOC-on-line recalls regularly for us the 
passing of many of our brothers and sisters in 
Europe, it is important to recall the passing of 
those who have made a significant contribution 
both in this part of the world and as mission-
aries. We note just one of the many recently 
deceased, Fr. Pablo M. Garrido Herrero (ACV) 
who has served the Order so well as one of our 
very significant historians. May he find peace 
in his heavenly home.

The Closing 
of St. Teresa’s 

Centenary
On the 15th of 

October, the feast 
of St. Teresa, a 
solemn Eucharist 
was celebrated in 
Avila to mark the 
closing of the 5th 
Centenary of the birth 
of the Carmelite saint. 
The Archbishop of Valladolid 
and President of the Spanish Bishops’ Confer-
ence, Ricardo Blázquez, led the celebration, 
with many bishops and priests concelebrating. 
The concelebrants included the Prior General, 
Fr. Fernando Millán Romeral, O.Carm., and 
the Superior General of the Discalced Carmel-
ites, Fr. Saverio Cannistrà, OCD. Following the 
Eucharist, the participants walked in procession 
with the statue of St.Teresa to the church on 
the site where she was born. 

Among the many participants there was a 
group of pilgrims from Australia, led by Dennis 
Andrews, O.Carm, the Provincial of Australia 
and Timor Leste, Fr. Greg Burke. OCD and Paul 
Sireh, O.Carm.

While the Prior General was in Avila he took 
time out to visit the Monastery of Fontiveros 
(John of the Cross’ birthplace) and the inter-
provincial novitiate community in Salamanca, 
where he gave a talk on what is happening in 
the Order, to a very sizeable group of novices. 
The previous evening the novices led a prayer 
vigil in the church of the Discalced Carmelites 
in Salamanca.

As well as that, in the monastery of the 
Discalced nuns in Alba de Tormes, on the 14th 
of October a solemn novena began to mark the 
closing of the Centenary. Fr. Alejandro López-
Lapuente, O.Carm., from the community in 
Salamanca, led the celebration of the Eucharist 
and preached on the 14th and 16th of October.

Provincial Chapter of the Irish Province
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Last August we, the Car-
melite youth from dif-
ferent parts of Europe 

where the Order is present, 
met for five days to celebrate 
the second part of the “Awak-
ening” project. They were very 
intense days in which the shar-
ing of experiences and training 
workshops helped us to better 
understand our belonging to 
the Order and to discover how 
the charism of Carmel is pres-
ent in our everyday lives.

The venue for the meeting 
was the sanctuary of Our Lady 
of Carmel in San Felice del 
Benaco, Italy. And how could 
it be otherwise? We only have 
good words for the community 
living there. They opened the 

doors of their house and made 
us feel part of the family. They 
always attended to the needs of 
those present and did not miss 
any details during our stay.

As in the previous meeting 
in Fatima, the words of God to 
Elijah once again called us to 
“Get up...”, words that invited 
us to leave behind our self-in-
terests and hit the trail, to live 
a few days of reflection and 
deepening of faith and experi-
ence the grandeur of the “Car-
melite Family.” It is exciting to 
share with others who I am, our 
realities, so different and yet so 
similar and impregnated by the 
spirit of Carmel. Discovering 
the charism is a gift from God. 
It is not my property; I have not 

chosen it. It was He, a God-love 
who becomes human whenever I 
meet a brother or sister.

They were days in which we 
also shared many moments of 
prayer. There could be no real 
encounter if the Word were not 
present. The prayer with which 
we started the day gave meaning 
to all the tasks that were being 
proposed throughout the day. 
We prepare our “home” to be in-
habited, inhabited by Him who 
makes all things new.

We began by sharing our reali-
ties after a wonderful introduc-
tion of the “Awakening” proj-
ect by Fr. Dave and Victor, two 
members of the committee. 
From the gathering of differ-
ent provincial groups, I enjoyed 

Awakening 
PROJECT

Sabrina Rubio Perez

SAN FELICE DEL BENACO
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sharing the enthusiasm and 
affection of young people who 
feel close to the communities 
of friars and work together with 
them, the desire that our mon-
asteries be open houses where 
we can meet and share the Life 
through the vocation of each 
one, through what God has in 
store for each one, through the 
process of faith that everyone is 
living, and through the unani-
mous feeling of being sons and 
daughters of God.

We become “seek-
ers of God” through 
a story, ours. Father 
Dave helped us better 
understand our ori-
gins, to see Carmel as 
the “place of the heart 
where God dwells” and 
he invited us to share 
a lectio divina on the 
Rule and a time of si-
lence in the chapel 
before celebrating Eu-
charist together.

However, before we 
went deeper into the history of 
the Order, it was necessary to 
make a stop along the way and 
answer three questions: who 
the world tells me that I am, 
how I see myself, and how I 
think God sees me. It was quite 
a proposal to recognize my es-
sence, my more real me, who 
I am, what makes me unique, 
what God has placed in me, 
because the best gift I have 
to offer to God, and to others 
is who I am. Yet first I must 
find my place, and be willing to 
travel to my heart, because that 
is where life really happens. 
And there, when I discover who 
I am, my mission begins, be-
cause then I am ready to ask 
the Lord: “What do you want 
from me?”

We were very fortunate to 
have the presence of Fr. Míceál 
O’Neill with us in these days. He 
is a great communicator, and 

as a listener I can say it was 
a privilege to hear him speak 
about the women in Carmel. I 
must thank him for his support 
and his ability to be young in 
the midst of all of us. His pre-
sentation brought us to enjoy 
the dark night of the soul 
through the poetry of John of 
the Cross, and it was one of 
those moments that were mag-
ical, and not because supernat-
ural things occurred, but be-

cause they left in one’s heart, 
extraordinary experiences. We 
finished the prayer walk silently 
together in the intimacy of the 
chapel.

As it could not be otherwise, 
Saturday was dedicated to the 
figure of Mary. Fr. Luca and 
myself were invited to recount 
our experiences in Carmel. I 
emphasize that, despite my 
fear of public speaking and my 
shyness, I felt very comfort-
able sharing my vocation as a 
mother and my love for Carmel. 
Motherhood was a key moment 
in my life: the birth of 
my son brought me to 
experience the un-
conditional “Yes” 

in which there are no doubts, in 
which one leaves it in the hands 
of God and is able to give life.

This small sharing gave way 
to Father General Fernando 
Millán with his paper “Three 
Witnesses of Love” in which, as 
always, with a very fresh lan-
guage aimed at young people, 
he updated the story, he thrilled 
us by teaching us that we, too, 
are called to witness to the love 

of God in our everyday 
lives, and did not miss 
an afternoon of strolls, 
talks, photos, and great 
shared moments that 
all of us who were there 
will not forget.

Finally, we ended by 
opening a “window of 
hope” in which all pro-
vincial groups could 
express their wishes 
for the future and how 
they would carry out 
afterward what they 
lived in San Felice.

It only remains for me to 
thank in a very special way 
Fr. John Keating and all mem-
bers of the European Commit-
tee of the Carmelite Youth who 
counted on me on this trip. The 
Awakening project has been a 
dream for many of us. It has 
come to an end, and now it is 
time to share feelings and to 
continue walking together. We 
young Carmelites want to con-
tinue writing our history and 
carry the message of Jesus 
Christ in the midst of the world 
through our charism and spiri-
tuality.



Oceania is the region in be-
tween the continents of 
Asia and Australia, it con-

sists of big and small island coun-
tries that stretch and spread out 
in the vast Pacific Ocean. These 
are the countries of Papua New 
Guinea, the Solomon Islands, 
Fiji and Samoan Islands, Cook 
Island and the Marianas group 
of islands, among others. The 
Order is present in the Asian and 
Australian continents, thus, our 
PNG foundation is our gateway 
to Oceania. 

Celebrating the golden har-
vest of the O.Carm. mission in 
the Philippines (1958 - 2008), 
on its 50th year of faithful pres-
ence and dedicated service in 
the Church of the Philippines, 
after thorough deliberation 
and process of discernment, 
the General Commissariat of 
Carmel Philippines during its 2nd 
General Commissariat Chapter 
held on February 14-18, 2008 
in Agusan Carmel in northern 
Mindanao, approved and adopt-
ed that mission ad gentes is the 
commissariat’s priority project 

and will be Carmel’s concrete 
gift to the Church and to the 
world on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the Order’s 
foundation, presence and mis-
sion in the Philippines. 

At the closing of the Chapter, 
the Commissary General, Fr. 
Artemio D. Jusayan, O.Carm., 
joyfully announced that the 
commissariat had accepted the 
invitation of the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Bereina in Papua New 
Guinea. Within the closing mass, 
after due consultation with the 
concerned friars, the three (3) 
pioneering friars were named 
and appointed to compose the 
founding community in our PNG 
mission; namely, Fr. Perfecto 
Adeva, Jr., O.Carm. (Prior), Fr. 
Reynold Jose Severin Caigoy, 
O.Carm. and Fr. Edwin Magbago, 
O.Carm. The friars underwent 
a series of preparations before 
they embarked on their new 
assignments. They underwent 
mission orientation, team 
building, spiritual reparation 
and retreat, family integration 
and vacation, medical check-

ups and preparations and the 
like until they left for PNG on 
October 15, 2008. They were 
warmly received by Bereina 
Bishop Rochus Tatamai, MSC, 
the clergy and the Kuni people 
in Kubuna Parish (some 250 
kms. away from the capital, 
Port of Moresby) on October 19, 
2008 in a commissioning mass 
and grand welcome. They were 
appointed and installed as: Fr. 
Adeva- Formator of Diocesan 
seminarians, Fr. Caigoy- 
Pastoral Center Director, and Fr. 
Magbago- Parish Priest of Kuni 
Parish. Kuni Parish comprises 
all the areas (mountains, hills, 
plains, rivers, settlements, and 
the like) belonging to the Kuni 
people. The Diocese of Bereina 
entrusted to the Carmelite 
community the pastoral care 
of the Kuni people’s mission 
stations in Kubuna, Bakuiodo, 
and Ineka, the Alan Boismenu 
Diocesan Pastoral Center and 
the Formation House which 
are located in Kubuna. At the 
start, the community lived in 
Kubuna mission station together 

Carmel in Papua New Guinea 
Gateway to Oceania
Fr. Christian B. Buenafe, O.Carm.
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with diocesan seminarians, 
also administering St. Michael 
Church, the Formation House 
and the Pastoral Center. The 
government’s primary school 
nearby is also under the 
responsibility of the pastor as he 
is the Chair of the School Board. 

The community lived a very 
simple life. The mission stations 
have no electricity and the vil-
lages are far distant from the 
mission stations, but the friars 
continued living their commu-
nity dynamics with the same 
vigor and enthusiasm as when 
they were still in the Philippines. 
The following year, Fr. Reynold 
Caigoy, O.Carm. was asked to 
help in the installation and pro-
gramming of the diocesan radio 
station Radio Torot (in honor 
of Blessed Peter Torot, the first 
martyr of the PNG) and was ap-
pointed Diocesan Youth Chap-
lain. The community immersed 
themselves in the life-situation 
of the Papua New Guineans as 
they studied and learned the 
Papua New Guinean and the 
Melanesian cultures.

It may be recalled that the 
birthing of the PNG mission was 
initially prepared by Fr. Anthony 
Scerri, O.Carm. who was the 
General Councilor for Asia-Aus-
tralia-Africa in 2006, and with 
the assistance of Fr. Paul Sireh, 
O.Carm. of the Australian-Timor 
Leste Province. An initial study of 
a possibility to start the mission 
had been approved in 2007. Fr. 
Artemio Jusayan, O.Carm. and 
the late Fr. Christopher Exala, 
O.Carm., then Head of the Task 
Force Mission Ad Gentes and 
member of the Order’s Interna-
tional Commission for Evangeli-
zation visited the proposed mis-
sion site, held meetings with the 
Bishop, and explored some pos-
sible ministries if the Order were 
to go and start a mission in PNG. 
This dream and plan was finally 
realized in 2008 upon the arrival 
of the three (3) friars and they 
became a mission community 

of the Philippine General Com-
missariat and named St. Albert 
Friary of PNG Carmel.

In 2009, the Commissary 
General together with Frs. Peter 
Kramer and Anton Hoogland 
visited our PNG mission and 
spent some good time with our 
brothers in the mission areas. 
In 2010, two (2) student friars 
joined the community for ten 
(10) months as part 
of their integra-
tion year program, 
Brothers Pablo 
Ramirez and Marlon 
Beredo, O.Carm.

There are also 
young men who ex-
pressed their inten-
tion of joining the 
Order. The friars 
initially set up the 
aspirancy program, 
while some require-
ments are still to be 
completed, espe-
cially the academic, per-
sonality, and motivational as-
pects of the applicants. Brother 
Paul Kaptain Pakao, our first 
Papua New Guinean applicant 
who joined us in 2010 is now a 
novice in Manila. 

In May 2011, Fr. Gerald Flor 
Gutierrez Gutierrez, O.Carm. 
joined the community and was 
appointed Formator for Dioc-
esan Seminarians and Pasto-
ral Vicar in Kuni Parish based 
in Kubona. In July of the same 
year, Fr. Christian Buenafe, 
O.Carm., the Commissary Gen-
eral made his canonical visita-
tion, together with Fr. Harry 
Bloem, O.Carm. During his visit, 
the Commissary General and 
the PNG Carmelite friars held a 
meeting with Archbishop John 
Ribat, MSC of Port of Moresby 
who had formally invited and 
requested the Order to estab-
lish a community in the archdio-
cese and had initially offered a 
parish and a convent where we 
can stay. In October, the Order 

accepted the administration of 
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in 
6mile district in Port of Moresby. 
The parish and the convent is in 
the city and around 5 km. away 
from the country’s main airport. 
This development is very posi-
tive as we have our presence 
in the capital as there are more 
available, feasible and possible 
ministries and programs for the 
Order’s presence and missionary 

service. The parish is also big for 
it has 3 other mission stations 
outside the downtown city.

From January 11 to 23, 2013, 
Fr. Albertus Herwanta, O.Carm. 
made his canonical visitation in 
PNG, then met the brothers and 
visited our mission stations and 
areas. It was also a time for dis-
cernment and celebration of our 
fraternity as we face the chal-
lenges ahead.

In November 18, 2012, Br. 
Pablo Ramirez, O.Carm. re-
turned to PNG for his pastoral 
year and returned to the Philip-
pines in February 2013 to pre-
pare for his priestly ordination. 
In April 2013, he was ordained 
to the priesthood and eventually 
was assigned to our community 
in PNG and arrived in the mis-
sion in June 2014. In August 
2014, Fr. Ramirez was appoint-
ed Diocesan Youth Coordinator 
and Diocesan BEC (Basic Eccle-
sial Community) Coordinator. 
He is in charge of organizing the 

Praying the Lectio Divina before Mass
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youth in the diocesan level and 
helping the parishes and mis-
sion stations in building basic 
Christian communities. 

Also, Fr. Caigoy relinquished 
his other tasks and now serves 
as the Diocesan Pastoral Coordi-
nator and helps all the parishes 
in their pastoral direction setting 
and skilling of priests and lay 
leaders’ pastoral management. 
From time to time, he also gives 
lectures and facilitates trainings 
in pastoral management, lay 
formation, catechesis and orga-
nizational development. 

In April 2015, Fr. Salvic Pajaril-
lo, O.Carm. joined our PNG com-
munity and was assigned in our 
parish in 6mile district in Port of 
Moresby as Parochial Vicar.

All in all, we have six (6) 
friars in this beautiful country 
of Papua New Guinea. The friars 
live in two separate community 
houses -- one in Kubuna and 
the other in Port of Moresby. 
They hold and conduct regu-
lar meetings, recollections, re-
treats, lectio divina, community 
prayers and Eucharist in their 
respective realities. They come 
together very regularly espe-
cially when they are all in the 
capital of Port of Moresby.

Sometimes, our friars give 
classes and courses in some 
Catholic schools. Also they give 
conferences and facilitate re-
treats to other religious con-
gregations and religious groups 
in PNG. The Order through our 
missionaries is very much ap-

preciated by the 
Bishops, the clergy, 
the religious and 
lay communities in 
the two dioceses 
where we are pres-
ent.

Very recently, 
another milestone 
is the canonical 
visitation was con-
ducted by Fr. Fer-
nando Millan Romeral, 
O.Carm., Prior General, 
Fr. Benny Phang Kong Wing, 
O.Carm., Councilor General for 
Asia, Australia and Oceania, Fr. 
Christian Buenafe, O.Carm., 
Prior Provincial and Fr. Marlon 
Lacal, O.Carm., Provincial Coun-
cilor in early August this year. 
The visit was fruitful and hope-
ful for everyone as we had good 
moments of sharing and listen-
ing as Carmelite brothers, pray-
ing and breaking bread with the 
Kuni people, meeting with our 
lay leaders in our mission sta-
tions, tribal chiefs and the Kuni 
people, meeting with the Bish-
ops, and visiting our OCD nuns, 
among others. The visit was a 
concrete sign of our joyful con-
secrated life, our faithful follow-
ing of Jesus as we pledge our 
allegiance to Him, and celebrat-
ing our Carmelite fraternity in 
hope and love.

God is really the God of sur-
prises. To date, God still sur-
prises our brothers in the mis-
sions for every day God’s sur-
prises unfold. Our brothers con-
tinue to discover new insights 

and learn new lessons 
in their missionary life 
every day. They had 
embarked a paradigm 
of pastoral ministry in 
a new culture and new 
reality of the Church. 
In our 7th year of Car-
melite presence in 
PNG, God has given us 
many blessings. Our 
brothers are commit-
ted to the building of 

Basic Ecclesial Communities as a 
pastoral strategy in building the 
Church of the Poor in PNG. They 
are also working for the forma-
tion of lay leaders, empowering 
communities and organizing the 
youth. They have also taken 
tasks in the diocesan level as 
they are into parish ministry, 
youth ministry, lay formation 
program, formation of diocesan 
seminarians and social commu-
nication, among others. 

The Order in the Philippines 
was founded by the Dutch Car-
melites in 1958 and since then 
has established six canonically 
erected houses/communities 
with its mission stations located 
in eight dioceses in the Philip-
pines, and our St. Albert mis-
sion community in PNG.

Let us take and continue the 
mission of Christ as He has sent 
us to proclaim the good news to 
all nations. We request and ask 
our Carmelite brothers and sis-
ters to pray for our PNG Carmel 
mission that it may grow and 
flourish and we invite everyone 
to come to Carmel PNG-- our 
gateway to Oceania, the home 
of the Melanesian race. 

May Mary, our Inahan sa 
Carmen sa Escalante keep our 
PNG mission in her loving ma-
ternal care, and Blessed Titus 
Brandsma, the patron of the 
Philippine Province lead us to 
Jesus our Lord and Brother. God 
bless PNG Carmel!

Rite of reconciliation between two clans
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Dear Brothers and Sisters and all the young people who gather around our 
Carmelite spirituality!

On behalf of our Polish province and Polish youth, we would like to invite 
you to a common celebration of WYD 2016 in Cracow. We received very en-
thusiastically the news of the Holy Father, Pope Francis, who announced that 
World Youth Day 2016 would be held in Krakow. We would like at this time, 
as one family of Carmel, to live and celebrate this feast for young people! 

We invite you to Cracow from July 25th - 31st, 2016. We would like to espe-
cially invite young Carmelites to spend July 27th at our monastery in Cracow 
in the presence of Mary, Our Lady of Hope.

The upcoming World Youth Day will take place in the city of St. John Paul 
II - the initiator of meetings with young people, as well as in St. Sister Faus-
tina - the Apostle of Divine Mercy. As the Polish province we also have a wit-
ness of mercy - Father Hilary Paul Januszewski, because we want our time 
together passed under the patronage of this Blessed Carmelite from Cracow 
- a martyr of Dachau, a martyr of love. Gazing upon the example of the wit-
nesses of Divine Mercy, we invite you to consider words which guided us: live 
for others.

These words will accompany us during our meeting, they will help us to dis-
cover each other through the witnesses of our life and ministry, and through 
the beauty that hidden in serving our brothers and sisters, the Church, and 
our Carmelite Order.

We invite you to submit your groups on our website www.sdm.karmelici.
pl, and where further important information will be available. Of course, do 
not forget to register your groups to the Central Committee of the World 
Youth Days in your Diocese.

We look forward to your arrival so that we can work together and feel 
the joy of life and the sacred spirit of our XIV century Carmelite convent in 
Cracow that is marked by the presence of the Holy Mother of Cracow.

You are truly invited!

See you in Cracow!

INVITATION LETTER TO WYD 2016 
from the Polish Province



PAN AMERICAN MEETING 
of Carmelite Formandi and Formators

Fraternity is the way 
that God, our Father, 
chose through His Son 

Jesus Christ for all people to 
reach salvation. Aware of the 
urgent need that every bap-
tized person is called, the 
major superiors of the Ameri-
cas have stressed the need 
for young religious, both for-
mandi and formators, to live 
this experience of brother-
hood in a deeper way and 
from common spaces where 
the Carmelite friars of the 
Americas can share their ex-
periences and educational, 
cultural and spiritual riches. 

Therefore, the Pan American 
religious course was designed 
with the idea of encourag-
ing more formation course 
in Carmelite spirituality, and 
also to support the founda-
tion of that Carmelite frater-
nity which is integral to our 
charism.

Geaney, O.Carm., a member 
of the Commissariat of Peru, 
who presented us with the very 
dynamic Enneagram. Then we 
addressed the emotional real-
ity with Dr. Edward Montagne, 
specialist therapist in psycho-
analysis and many religious 
groups who contributed their 
research on affective human 
dimensions, emphasizing the 
importance of the tools pro-
vided by the field of psychol-
ogy within the processes of for-
mation in the religious life, so 
that we can have the necessary 
maturity required in the conse-
crated life style.

We were also accompanied by 
Mr. Jose Antonio Carreras and 
Mr. Germán Díaz, who gave us 
very dynamic tools to strength-
en personal and community 
leadership, to address the most 
common problems that arise 
within the religious community, 
as well as instruments to pro-
mote dialogue, communication 
and better teamwork.

We are enthusiastically grow-
ing in Carmelite spirituality. 
In this important area for our 
Order, we participated in two 
conferences given by two re-
nowned Carmelites with vast 
experience in Carmelite spiritu-
ality. Fr. Jack Welch O.Carm., 
from USA, provided an over-
view of what the origins of 
Carmel spirituality represent, 
the experience of the historical 
process, the Rule of Carmel as 
a paradigm of charism, chang-
es and adaptations that Car-
melites had to live with the at 
different stages and their influ-
ence on our current spiritual-

In response to this initiative 
from superiors, friars belong-
ing to various stages of forma-
tion and formation coaches, from 
Puerto Rico, Dominican Repub-
lic, Mexico, El Salvador, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Venezuela, Brazil, 
Peru and Argentina, accompa-
nied by the General Director for 
the Americas, Fr. Raul Maraví, 
O.Carm, who organized the 
course, met at the Villa Carmeli-
tas, Lima, Peru, from July 23 to 
August 9, 2015. During these 17 
days as brothers we had spaces 
for personal and community 
prayer, studying, recreation, fra-
ternal sharing, and the daily ex-
perience of the Eucharist.

One of the most striking ele-
ments of the course was the 
formation. During those days, 
a program that covered several 
topics, including the spiritual, 
human and psychological di-
mension, leadership and team-
work was provided. First, we 
had the presence of Fr. Gregorio 

Fr. Felix Avendaño, O.Carm.
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ity. They also offered a special 
presentation of the spirituality 
of the great saints of Carmel: 
Saint Teresa of Avila, The In-
terior Castle and dwelling, as a 
spirituality of union with God; 
John of the Cross, the spiritual 
richness of his poems and the 
theology of The Dark Night, and 
the inner reality of the believer 
in the complex experienced in 
their faith. Finally the experi-
ence of St. Teresa of Lisieux, 
Story of a Soul, as a synthesis 
of the spirituality of St. Teresa 
and John of the Cross, and the 
spiritual journey of St. Teresa 
as a profound experience of 
spirituality and Gospel values, 
from the simplicity and humil-
ity of their life.

Finally we had the presence 
of Fr. Carlos Mesters, O.Carm., 
from Brazil, whom with his ex-
tensive knowledge in the Bibli-
cal field, delved into the wealth 
of the Rule of St. Albert and 
spirituality for Lectio Divina 
for the Carmelite itineraries of 
faith in the light of the Word 
of God and of the great in-
spirational figures of Carmel, 
Prophet Elijah, Elias and the 
Virgin Mary.

As far as a pastoral experi-
ence, we visited several sites 
in the Parish of Our Lady of 
Our Carmel in Jose Galvez, a 
very poor area in the outskirts 
of Lima, where the Carmelite 
friars of Peru carry out social 
and pastoral work. We learned 

the humble and simple reality 
of the locals in a meeting with 
the children; also we went to 
the San Jose Center, a halfway 
house for addicts, and another 
center that serves as a shel-
ter for teenage mothers aban-
doned by their families.

The meeting gave us space 
in which we could share the 
expectations and concerns 
regarding formation and our 
current challenges from the 
contexts of each country and 
the global horizons of our 
Order. There were many mo-
ments for fraternal exchange 
experiences, moments of rec-
reation and leisure entrench-
ing huge bonds of brother-
hood between all participants. 
This opportunity has given a 
real space to expand our own 
vision of the Order, not just in 
the field of formation, includ-

ing on the role of the Carmel-
ite family in the ministry and 
in the local Churches of every 
country originally. This meet-
ing has helped us to look with 
faith and hope to the future 
of our Order, it has helped us 
strengthen our Carmelite vo-
cation, and to increase the 
desire that our family contin-
ues to grow vocationally, but 
above all as brothers, for that 
fraternity lived authentically as 
the Gospel is the best way we 
can deliver the message, to be 
true witnesses of Jesus Christ. 
That path of brotherhood hap-
pened during those days that 
we lived in the Villa Carmelitas, 
and with more enthusiasm and 
conviction we have decided to 
continue traveling now from 
our own communities with the 
help of our Carmelite brothers 
and the people of God.
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Throughout the last two 
years, the Carmelite nuns 
in Zargoza have been 

celebrating a jubilee. It is the 
fourth centenary of their foun-
dation. It was on the 8th of 
July, 1615 that the four found-
ers from the monastery of the 
Incarnation in Valencia arrived 
in the city of Zaragoza. The 
founding benefactor was Doña 
Ana Carrillo (d. 1631), who 
later became a Carmelite. 

The woman who was to be the 
Prioress was a woman of great 
virtue, the venerable Mother 
Serafina Bonastre Sistero 
(d.1649), whose biography, 
written at the time of her death, 
recounts the many virtues 
and graces that she enjoyed 
throughout her life. In spite of 
the many difficulties that they 
had to face, a goodly number 
of Carmelite nuns, sometimes 
more than fifty at a time, lived 
in that monastery, dedicated to 
the Incarnation of the Lord, all 
of them devoted to prayer and 
work, living out the very rich 
spirituality of Carmel. 

During these last two years, 
there have been many interest-
ing events, organised to give 
thanks to our Lord and to Mary 

the Mother of Carmel for the 
many blessings that they have 
received in these four hundred 
years. On the front of the mon-
astery situated in one of the best 
known and most used streets 
in the city, a large poster an-
nounced the event. There were 
three very important days that 
were marked by solemn cel-
ebrations: 

The 11th of July, the solemn 
opening of the Jubilee year. The 
Archbishop of Zaragoza, Manuel 
Ureña led the celebration and 
delivered a very moving and 
intimate panegyric. Numerous 
diocesan priests and Carmelite 
religious joined him, along with 
many friends of the communi-
ty. At the foot of the altar they 
placed a large stone which was 
part of the entrance to the an-
cient monastery and in it they 
placed the names of all the nuns 
who lived in this monastery 
since its foundation. 

On the 12th of July, 2015 a 
solemn Mass was celebrated 
by the new Archbishop, Vicen-
te Jimenez Zamora. The Prior 
Provincial of the province of 
Aragón, Castile and Valencia 
concelebrated along with nu-
merous diocesan priests and 

Carmelite religious, and a large 
number of the faithful. 

The 14th was a special day for 
the Carmelite Family. Nuns came 
from the two monasteries of 
Huesca and Valencia and many 
of the public came too. The Prior 
General, Fernando Millán Romer-
al came from Rome to lead the 
celebration. As always he was 
very close to everybody. He was 
very familiar with the history of 
this monastery and he expressed 
the thanks of the Order for the 
nuns’ generosity and persever-
ance. At the end of the Eucharist 
each of the participants received 
a copy of the book, IV centena-
rio del Carmelo contemplativo de 
Zaragoza 1615-2015. (The 4th 
Centenary of Zaragosa Contem-
plative Carmel).

In this very simple book, a 
beautiful souvenir of these four 
hundred years, along with the dif-
ferent greetings (from the Prior 
General, the Prioress Mother 
Elena Maria Samper and others) 
there is an account of the life of 
Mother Serafina, the founder (15 
sketches of her precious life) and 
of the ups and downs of founding 
the monastery. There is also an 
account of the lives of the most 
exemplary and celebrated nuns 
from the last four hundred years, 
and of the most difficult situa-
tions with which the community 
had to deal. By the same token, 
there is a collection of photos 
presenting some of the most im-
portant works of art to be found 
in the monastery of the Incar-
nation, which the author calls a 
“school of Marian life.” 

IV Centenary of the Foundation of 
the Carmelite Monastery of Zaragoza 

(Spain) 1615-2015
Fr. Rafael Mª. López Melús, O.Carm.
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The Triennial Bursars’ 
Meeting of the Order was 
held in Fatima, Portugal 

from 4-7 November 2015. Fifty 
bursars, Carmelite friars and 
lay people, gathered for this 
conference to be renewed in 
this ministry, review the policies 
of the Order, and discuss the 
challenges for today. The meeting 
also included times for reflection 
and prayer, comprising a moving 
liturgy at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Fatima. Participants stayed at 
Casa São Nuno, which is owned 
and operated by the Carmelites 
of the General Commissariat of 
Portugal. 

The gathering began with a 
short address from our Prior 
General, Fernando Millan 
Romeral, O.Carm., who thanked 
all the bursars for this important 
ministry and encouraged them 
to continue being generous, 
transparent, and honest while 
also being prudent about finan-
cial decisions made in their 
provinces, commissariats, and 
delegations. 

Next was our Keynote Speaker, 
Craig Morrison, O.Carm., faculty 
member at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute in Rome, and professor 
of Aramaic Language and Litera-
ture. Craig first provided a prayer 
experience of Lectio Divina, and 
then used the text of Acts 5, the 
story of Ananias and Sapphira. 
He also examined some of 
the parables in the Gospel of 

Luke, and the many economic 
questions that arise in these 
texts. Later he shared some of 
the comments and homilies of 
Pope Francis regarding these 
parables. It was an important 
reflection that inspired many 
of the participants to share in 
language groups about their own 
personal experiences.

On the second day, after 
celebrating the liturgy at the Altar 
of the Apparitions at the Shrine 
of Fatima, the group heard from 
Bernadette Porter, RSCJ, general 
bursar of her congregation. She 
spoke on The Community of 
Goods and how centralized her 
congregation sees the finances 
and how they share their goods 
with developing areas of their 
community. It was a different 
model and structure than what 
is used in the Carmelites, but 
nonetheless it offered all partici-
pants a different way of seeing 
how all our goods are meant to 
be shared with one another. 

On the third day, partici-
pants examined the document, 
Guidelines for the Adminis-
tration of the assets in Insti-
tutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life, from 
the Congregation for Institutes 
of Consecrated Life and Societies 
of Apostolic Life. This session 
was led by Albert Anusze-
wski, OSST, general bursar of 
his Order, who led people to 
a better understanding of this 

important document published 
in 2014. Other sessions, called 
Carmel 2015 Global Perspec-
tive, involved looking at all of 
the finances for our provinces, 
commissariats, and delegations, 
and they were led by the finan-
cial consultant and advisor to the 
Curia, Mr. Jurek Borucki. 

One highlight of the entire 
conference was a panel discus-
sion of laywomen bursars. Anne 
Steffens (SEL), Roxana Pilar 
Baldivieso Mogro (Malta-Bolivia), 
Anna De Giglio (Neapoletana) 
and Jolanta Kenny (Britain) 
shared their experiences of 
working with the Carmelites, and 
they also spoke about challenges 
they saw for the future. Regional 
bursars from four areas of 
the world, Northern Europe, 
Southern Europe, Americas, 
and Asia-Oceania-Australia, 
met to discuss issues that were 
important to their zones and 
set up future meetings to better 
networking and communicating 
with one another.

Overall the meeting was a great 
success! Many commented on 
the organization of the gathering 
while enjoying the breaks and 
meals as people were able to 
get to know one another and 
share in Carmelite hospitality! 
Many thanks to Casa São Nuno, 
and the General Commissariat 
of Portugal for hosting us and 
providing a great atmosphere for 
this important meeting.

Triennial Bursars Meeting:
Challenges for Today

Fr. Carl Markelz, O.Carm. 



On the 14th of June, 
2015, in a packed 
Cathedral of Sant’ 

Agapito, the city of 
Palestrina was ded-

icated to Mary, 
under the title 
of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. 

The desire to 
consecrate the city 
of Palestrina to the 
Blessed Virgin has 
been there, I would 

say, for a long 
time. I have 
always been 
struck by the 
devotion that 
surrounds the 
feast of Our 
Lady of Mount 
Carmel so in-
tensely for 
a period of 
twenty days. 
Many devoted 
people both 
on the feast 
and through-

out the octave and the 
novena, and in the conclud-
ing Masses of Thanksgiving 
in the different districts, 
gather around the statue of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
to honour her image. Pop-
ular devotion is something 
to be lived more than de-
scribed. Along with such 

The Solemn Dedication of the City 
of Palestrina - Rome to Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel
Fr. Simone Gamberoni O.Carm.

intense devotion there are also 
the special events that are simple 
yet worthy of mention.

The first event goes back to the 
year 1298, when Pope Boniface 
VIII, after razing the city to the 
ground, passed the plough over 
it and covered it with salt. That 
was a curse... Pope Eugenio IV 
in 1437 razed it once more. I’m 
not familiar with all the twists and 
turns of Palestrina history, and I 
cannot say if the curse was ever 
lifted ... but often there is some-
thing strange in the air and quite 
often we find ourselves in situa-
tions that can only be explained 
by recourse to the super-natural, 
where there is a satanic influ-
ence. How better to ask God to 
free the city from such a curse, 
than to seek the intercession of 
Mary Most Holy by consecrating 
the entire city to her? 

The second important event 
happened towards the end of the 
World War II, when Palestrina 
was bombarded. That was on 22 
January 1944. Up to that time the 
statue of the Blessed Virgin was 
kept in the oratory of the Con-
fraternity, in a small niche and it 
was shown to the public for ven-
eration only on rare occasions. A 
bomb fell on the upper part of the 
parish, on a building just above 
the church. The movement of air 
brought down the houses in the 
street beside the church and the 
oratory as well. More than ninety 
people died. The people at that 
time were amazed to find, in the 
midst of the rubble, the statue of 
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the Blessed Virgin lying on the 
ground, face downwards, as if 
she was trying to save the child 
she held in her arms. The statue, 
apart from a broken finger, was 
still intact. 

Regarding the bishop, in order 
not to offend the other forms 
of Marian devotion practised in 
the city, he proposed to have 
the consecration without using 
any particular title of Mary. As I 
had to chair many of the meet-
ings, I presented the request to 
the bishop, but it was the parish 
priests of the city who really 
asked that the consecration to 
the Blessed Virgin should bear 
the title of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel given that this is really 
the devotion that has accompa-
nied the city for a long time. I 
was happy to be the bearer of 
the request to the bishop. When 
he realised that the parish 
priests wanted it too, and they 
were simply the voices 
of the devotion of the 
people, Bishop Sigalini 
welcomed the request 
to consecrate the city 
to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.  

The preparation which 
began on 24 April 2015, 
included a pilgrimage 
with the statue of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
through all the parishes 
of Palestrina and Car-
chitti (a small district of 
the province of Palestri-
na, a short distance 
from the city), in which 
there were moments of 
catechesis, prayer and 
popular devotions. 

After the long and 
demanding journey of 
nearly two months, the 
day of the feast finally 
arrived. It was the 14th 
of June. The statue of 
the Blessed Virgin, ar-
riving from Carchitti, 

where it had remained for eight 
days, was received in the town 
square of Santa Maria degli 
Angeli by the parish priest of the 
Cathedral along with a number 
of Carmelite priests and stu-
dents and a large number of the 
faithful. Following a short period 
of prayer and words of greet-
ing from Fr. Giovanni Grosso, 
the Prior Provincial, the proces-
sion began moving towards the 
Cathedral, along with the city’s 
Confraternities, the Third Order 
and the faithful.

Bishop Sigalini led the cel-
ebration of the Mass. He re-
minded everyone that the con-
secration of the city did not take 
the place of the effort and com-
mitment of every citizen to the 
building up and improvement 
of the city. He ended his reflec-
tions with the old saying: We 
have to work as if everything 
depended on us and to pray as 

if everything depended on God. 
At the end of the Mass, before 
the blessing, the bishop read 
the Act of Consecration of the 
city to the Blessed Virgin, under 
the title of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. Along with the thou-
sands of faithful and priests of 
the diocese, those present in-
cluded Fr. Giovanni Grosso and 
Fr. Giampiero, representing the 
Italian Province of Carmelites, 
Fr. Francisco de Sales Alencar, 
the Secretary General of the 
Order representing the General 
Curia, Carmelite fathers Car-
melo, Alexandre, and Simone, 
and two students who served 
at the altar. The participants 
also included the local author-
ity both civil and military in the 
persons of the Mayor, Adolfo de 
Angelis and the Commandant of 
the Carabinieri, Lieutenant. Gi-
useppe Vaia. 

Now it will be important to ex-
amine, along with the 
parish priests of the 
city, what kind of cat-
echesis and prayer will 
be needed to accompa-
ny the deep devotion of 
the people to Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel follow-
ing the very intense and 
joyful time of the conse-
cration. 

Let us thank the Lord 
for the gift of this con-
secration of the city of 
Palestrina to Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. We 
also thank all those 
people who in various 
ways over the last few 
months, and especially 
on Sunday the 14th, 
took part in and made 
possible what was a 
very significant moment 
for the city, and also for 
the Italian province and 
the entire Order.
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For six days, from the 26th 
to the 31st of October, 
2015, a large number of 

members of the Carmelite Family 
met in Ayagualo, in the depart-
ment of Libertad, in the Central-
-American republic of El Salva-
dor, for the Fourth Congress of 
the Latin American Association 
of Carmelites: ALACAR.

One hundred and thirty in 
number, we came from 18 
countries: U.S.A., Mexico, the 
Dominican Repubic, Puerto Rico, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Guate-
mala, Panama, Venezuela, Co-
lombia, Euador, Peru, Bolivia, 
Chile, Argentina Brazil and Italy, 
as well, obviously, as the host 
country, El Salvador. 

These were days of intense 
intellectual work, with ten inte-
resting lectures that gave us a 
new awareness of the reforming 
activity of St. Teresa of Jesus, 
and allowed us to reflect more 
deeply on the journey of the 

Carmelite Latin America Meets in el Salvador
ALACAR 2015

soul of the Christian in search 
of the perfection of the seven-
th mansion.

They were also days of real 
fraternity, especially in the 
breaks, the meals, and the pil-
grimages to places related to 
the martyrs of the civil war in 
El Salvador. The queues in the 
dining room and the dinner 
tables were wonderful moments 
for getting to know the other 
participants, wherever they 
came from, or the language 
they spoke, whether it was Por-
tuguese, or Spanish, or whether 
they were OCD or O.Carm. Thus 
it was, between beans, and ve-
getable rolls and pupusas, that 
we shared our experiences, 
what Carmel means to us, our 
thoughts about mission and the 
building of justice, peace and 
the Reign of God.

There were two moments 
each day when we prayed to-
gether in the chapel of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, where 
we found two images, on either 
side of the altar, one of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, and the 
other of the patron of the mee-
ting, St. Teresa of Jesus. In the 
morning we sang the praises 
of the Lord, asking his blessing 
for each day of work and study. 

In the evening, we celebrated the 
Eucharist that filled us with gratitu-
de to the Lord, for giving us his own 
Son to set us sinners free. 

The visits we made on Friday, the 
30th of October, were of great cul-
tural significance with a deep spiri-
tual impact. They gave us the op-
portunity to get to know the events 
of the past and of more recent 
times in El Salvador, and the stru-
ggle of this valiant people to gain 
peace and justice. 

In the morning we visited the 
University of Central America, 
which has been in existence for 
fifty years. We were welcomed in 
the Parish of Jesuscristo Libertador 
(Jesus Christ the Liberator) by Fr. 
José Maria Tojeira, S.J. who explai-
ned the meaning of the martyrdom 
of the six Jesuits and two lay people 
who simply were in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. They were 
executed early in the morning by 
the military who did not accept the 
ideas of the Jesuit priests being put 
forward in the classrooms and via 
the university radio. Then a young 
student took us to the place where 
the execution took place, which 
is now a garden, and then to the 
room of the martyrs where we saw 
a number of striking photographs 
of the bodies mutilated by explosi-
ve bullets. 

José Araújo Filho, TOC Brazil
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The provincial of Central Ame-
rica, Fr. Oswaldo Escobar, OCD 
opened a series of conferences 
under the title, “Teresian Con-
versions”, presenting four mo-
ments in the life of St. Teresa: 
a) the period of discernment 
and acceptance of her vocation, 
b) Teresa found that prayer is 
the bridge for the mercies of the 
Lord, c) in front of the picture of 
Christ bearing the wounds she 
understood that Jesus died for 
her, and finally d) she became 
aware that some affections are 
not good because they can ens-
lave us and take up the time 
that should be dedicated to 
God.

Sr. Mariveld Bravo, CM. lectu-
red on two topics: In the mor-
ning her theme was, “Teresa, 
Master of Humanity”, and in 
the afternoon, “Teresa and the 
Latin American woman”. In her 
first lecture Sr. Mariveld began 
from the story of the Samaritan 
woman with Jesus at the well, 
when Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink”, and from there, 
drew the parallel with the life of 
St. Teresa in Spain in the 16th 
century as a woman and a ca-
tholic, in an anti-feminine envi-
ronment, in which the woman 
was was not valued, but set 
apart by the society, with no 
opportunity to study. It was the 
time of the Renaissance, of the 
final battles against the Moors, 
of the protestant reform, the 
discovery of the new world on 
the American continent. 

In her afternoon lecture Sr. 
Mariveld explained that today 
we are all called to be bea-
rers of the good news. Despite 
the heterogeneous nature of 
the Latin-American landscape, 
we must look for common as-
pects, among which, the blatant 
inequality between men and 
women. 

If the first day was devoted to 
Teresa as a woman, the second 

dealt with themes related to 
Teresa as a mystic. 

Fr. Daniel de Pablo Maroto, 
OCD, who could not be with 
us in person, sent a text of his 
talks on, first, St. Teresa and 
the spiritual movements in her 
time, and then, on the spiritu-
al and intellectual climate in 
the 16th century, filled with the 
idea of renewal in every field in 
the days of the Renaissance and 

of Humanism in the arts. Spain 
at the time of Teresa as the 
Spain of the Inquisition, and of 
the three cultures and religions 
(Jews, Moslems and Christians). 
This was also the time of the 
“Recollects”, the followers of 
Erasmus, illuminism, the pro-
testant reformation, beguines 
and “beaterios” (houses where 
pious women lived together). 

Fr. Pablo Ureta, OCD, from 
Argentina dealt with the mys-
tical and spiritual experience of 
Teresa, beginning with a tre-
atment of the divine and the 
human, showing how much the 

spiritual life of Teresa was at 
one with her human experience. 
The more spiritual she was, the 
more human also. 

Concluding the second day 
of lectures, Fr. Alfredo Guillén, 
O.Carm., talked about Teresa 
and the spiritual movements in 
Latin America. He used Teresa 
as an example of someone that 
left the centre, moving outsi-
de the walls of the monastery 
in order to create new spaces 
and experiences by way of re-
forming the Order of Carmel. 
In this way the Church in Latin 
America began to construct its 
own model, beginning with Me-
dellin, Puebla, and Aparecida, 
putting forward more and more 
its own pastoral identity. 

Teresa as a prophet was the 
main line of argument of the 
lectures on the 29th of October. 
Fr. Fernando Millán, O.Carm., 
Prior General of the Order of 
Carmelites, spoke on the topic, 
“Prophecy in Carmelite Spiritu-
ality”, showing how Carmel is 
very deeply rooted in the coun-
tries of Latin America. Beginning 
with the history of the Order 
and recalling such elements as 
the prophets Elijah and Elisha, 
the Rule of St. Albert, the return 
to Europe, Fr. Fernando propose 
ways of understanding prophecy 
today: a) prophecy in forma-
tion, in order to avoid the rou-
tine of exclusivism, integrating 
the ideas of other people, which 
enriches us; b) prophecy in in-
culturation, that breaks through 
cultural strait-jackets in which 
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at times we become prisoners; 
c) prophecy in silence, so that 
we may have women and men of 
strong convictions, but not self-
-centred, and in order to avoid 
the superficiality of a world that 
is engulfed in noise, remembe-
ring that it is in “sheer silence” 
that God speaks to us.; d) pro-
phecy in popular piety, when it 
is purified, evangelised and able 
to evangelise us, reducing the 
level of sentimentalism. If we 
look at the Carmelite tradition 
and see popular piety as part of 
it, that is prophecy. 

The Superior General of the 
Discalced Carmelites, Fr. Save-
rio Cannistrà, OCD, spoke about 
prophecy from the point of view 
of Teresian mysticism, showing 
how Teresa has the ability to 
speak to everyone, from her 
personal experience of the living 
God, teaching us how to put the 
Gospel into our lives. Her open-
ness to the inspirations of the 
Holy Spirit is not an explosion of 
sentimental enthusiasm, rather, 
it is the prophetic mysticism of 
Teresa: she denounces, she un-
covers, but does not condemn, 
she only feels the pain. Without 
losing her edge, she enthrals. 

Bishop Silvio Baez, OCD, the 
auxiliary bishop and vicar ge-

neral of the Archdiocese of Ma-
nagua, in Nicaragua, spoke to 
us on three different occasions. 
The first was when he offered an 
interesting study of “Evangelii 
gaudium: parallels and appli-
cations”, drawing a comparison 
between the teachings of this 
apostolic exhortation of Pope 
Francis and the writings of the 
saintly Doctor, Teresa, espe-
cially in what refers to Gospel 
dynamism, and how people go 
out of themselves to meet Jesus, 
with no fear of the Cross, with 
an understanding of the Gospel 

as the expansion of Love, the 
greatest good.

On the 30th of October, we 
listened to Bishop Baez for the 
second time, during a visit to 
the little house where Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero lived. The 
moment was filled with history 
and with the living presence of 
martyrdom, that Christian wit-
ness that stood side by side with 
the people against the bullies 
and tyrants who exploited and 
murdered them. 

As a conclusion to the activi-
ties of that very full day, Bishop 
Baez led, and preached the 
homily, at the Eucharist which 
was celebrated on the same 
altar at which Archbishop Oscar 

Romero was mortally wounded 
by an assassin’s bullet on the 
24th of March, 1980, during the 
offertory. The chapel is on the 
grounds of the Divine Providen-
ce Hospital, just a short distan-
ce from where Oscar Romero 
lived - Romero, martyr, now 
beatified and in the process of 
canonisation.

As a further note by way of 
a complement to the event, it 
would be good to mention that 
during the congress, Fr. Fer-
nando Millán Romeral, O.Carm., 
Prior General, along with Fr. Raúl 
Maraví, Councillor General for 
the Americas, gave an interview 
to “Radio Titus”, a station crea-
ted and directed by Young Car-
melites of San Salvador, which 
for some time has been broad-
casting interviews and music 
for young people via Internet 
(www.radiotitus.com) with great 
success in Central America and 
in Mexico.

Saturday the 31st of October 
was the day for saying goodbye. 
The 4th ALACAR Congress had 
come to an end. We are very 
grateful to Fr. Raúl Maraví Ca-
brera, O.Carm., Councilor Gene-
ral for the Americas, Fray Luis 
David Perez, OCD, a Discalced 
Carmelite from El Salvador, and 
Fr. Francisco Javier Mena, O.C.D, 
Definitor for Latin America, for 
this meeting which brought to-
gether many representatives 
of the Latin American, O.Carm. 
and OCD Carmelite Family.

We went home with indelible 
memories of times of study, re-
flection, fraternity and the prai-
ses of God in the retreat house 
of the Salesians, and of the lush 
green landscapes in the small and 
beautiful country of El Salvador, 
washed by the Pacific Ocean. 

Until we meet again, so-
mewhere in Latin America for 
ALACAR 2018!
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Second meeting of 
the General Commis-
sion for the revision 
of the Constitutions

The second meeting of the 
General Commission for the 
revision of the Constitutions took 
place recently at the Centro Inter-
nazionale Sant’Alberto in Rome, 
from Monday 16th to Wednesday 
18th November 2015.

The meeting was organised by 
the member of the General Council 
with responsibility of the Commis-
sion, Fr. Michael Farrugia (Procu-
rator General). He was joined 
by the other members of the 
Commission: Fr. Christian Körner 
(Vice Prior General), Fr. John 
Keating (General Councillor), Fr. 
Giovanni Grosso (Ita), Fr. Mario 
Alfarano (General Delegate-Nuns) 
, Fr. Michael Plattig (President - 
Carmelite Institute), Fr. Alexander 
Vella (Mel), Fr. Quinn Connors 
(PCM), Fr. Claudemir Rozin (Par), 
Fr. Alberto Neglia (Itl), Fr. Edison 
Tinambunam (Indonesia), Fr. 
Desiderio Garcia Martinez (ACV), 
Br. Gunter Benker (Ger), Fr. 
Dariusz Borek (Pol), Fr. Vicente 
Aranda Guillén (ACV). Fr. Joseph 
Chalmers (Brit), Fr.Jean Marie 
Dundjì Bagave (Ita-Con) and Fr. 
Charlò Camilleri (Mel) were unable 
to attend.

The meeting was divided into 
two sessions. The first session 
consisted of the workshops of four 
subcommittees according the four 
parts of the Constitutions. The 
second session considered the 
results from the discussions and 
the proposals presented by each 
subcommittee. Each subcommittee 
presented the text of a first draft 
of the revision of the Constitutions. 
The Commission discussed a letter, 
which is to be sent to the Major 
Superiors for the revision of the 
Constitutions.

A Meeting for New Priors Provincial, 
Commissaries General,  
and Delegates General

From the 1st 
to the 4th of 
December, 2015 
the first meeting 
for new Priors 
Provincial, Commis-
saries General, and 
Delegates General, 
organised by the 
General Council, 
took place at CISA 
in Rome. Along with all the members of the General Council, 
fifteen friars, from all parts of the world, recently elected to their 
office, took part. Following the greeting and introduction by the 
Prior General, Fr. Fernando Millán Romeral, the former Abbot 
of St. Paul outside the Wall, Dom Edmund Power, OSB, offered 
a reflection on authority and leadership. This was followed by 
work in groups to discuss the challenges encountered up to now.

The various members of the General Council and the Secretary 
General presented a series of inputs on topics of importance for 
the exercise of the role of superior. The role of the Prior Provincial 
as it is laid out in the Constitutions was outlined by the Councilor 

General for Europe, John 
Keating (Parts I & II) and 
the Vice-Prior General, 
Christian Körner (Parte 
IV). The responsibility 
of authority according to 
the RIVC was explained 
by Fr. Giampiero 
Molinari (Ita). The Prior 
General, Fernando Millán 

Romeral, spoke about the care of fraternity, and the Councilor 
General for Africa, Fr. Conrad Mutizamhepo, spoke about the 
decisions of the 2013 General Chapter. The juridical issues, 
norms of conduct and canonical procedures were dealt with 
by the Procurator General, Fr. Michael Farrugia. Input on the 
administration of temporal goods, transparency and financial 
procedures was given by the Bursar General, Fr. Carl Markelz. 
Lastly, the Secretary General, Fr. Francisco de Sales Alencar 
Batista, explained the importance of communication and the 
relationship between the local entities and the General Curia. Fr. 
Míceál O’Neill, the Prior of CISA, acted as moderator throughout 
the meeting.

The participants, as well as their study of important topics for 
the exercise of their ministry to the brethren, also had a rich 
experience of the fraternity and internationality of our Order.
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Villa Carmelitas
A place of peace and quiet and where you 

can encounter with God, with yourself and 
with others. 
A perfect place for spiritual retreats, days 

of recollection, assemblies and congresses of 
various kinds.

Villa Carmelitas
Casa de Retiro

Calle Los Fresnos Manzana E / Lote 18  
Huertos de Villena - Lurín - Lima - Perú

www.villacarmelitas.org

+51 1 430 0885


