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Want a bird’s eye view?
The Canyons Zip Lines and

Canopy tours boast
impressive views over

lime rock quarries that are
considered the longest,

highest, and fastest zips in
the state of Florida.  
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Marion County has three first 
magnitude springs: Rainbow 
Springs, Silver Glen Springs 
and Silver Springs (Silver Springs 
is one of the largest artesian springs 
in the world). The springs stay 
at 72 degrees year round, making 
them a fantastic spot to cool 
off from Florida’s heat.
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HORSE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD™

SILVER SPRINGS STATE PARK

SANTOS TRAILHEAD

THE CANYONS ZIP LINES

Florida’s first tourist attraction. After the 
American Civil War, Northern tourists began 
visiting the springs on steamboat rides up the 
Silver River and the site steadily gained 
national attention. Hullam Jones and Phillip 
Morell designed the springs’ famous 
glass-bottom boats in the late 1870s.

HIKING TRAILS

Take a hike! We have an online 
mobile-friendly tool to help those 
who want to take a self-guided tour 
of the various trails that are located 
throughout Marion County. 

Known as a gold standard of mountain biking throughout 
Florida, the southeastern U.S. and even internationally, 
Santos is perennially rated as one of the best mountain 
bike facilities in existence. 

80+ miles
80+ miles

 of single-track bike trails.

It receives more visitors than 
any other national forest in the 
Sunshine State. 

Located roughly 
30 minutes east of historic 

downtown Ocala lies 
the largest contiguous 
sand pine scrub forest 

in the world.

Several 
Hollywood 

movies were 
filmed at Silver 

Springs in the 
early-mid 1900s, 

including Tarzan the Ape 
Man (1932) and five of its 

sequels, and classic horror flick 
Revenge of the Creature (1955). 

Scenes from the popular TV show 
Sea Hunt (1958-1961) were also 

filmed here.
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Ocala is home to a higher concentration 
of horses than anywhere in the country 

and have produced 45 national 
champions, 6 Kentucky Derby winners, 

20 Breeders Cup champions and 6 
Horses of the Year – the highest honor 

given in American horse racing.

Ocala/Marion County officially became the Horse 
Capital of the WorldTM in 2007 when the phrase was 
trademarked by the Florida Thoroughbred Breeder’s 
and Owners Association.

Marion County was officially created on March 25, 1844. 
Ocala was first settled in 1849 around Fort King. 
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