
Ocala/Marion County Facts and Information
Offering unique experiences in an unforgettable retreat style setting, Ocala/Marion County has the 

classic Florida charm, natural beauty and one-of-a-kind attractions to make it an ideal destination. 

From nature enthusiasts to thrill seekers and active families, there is something for everyone whether 

you’re planning a daytrip or a weeklong stay. 

As the northernmost county in Central Florida, Ocala/Marion County is ideally situated less than two 

hours from Jacksonville, Tampa, Orlando and Daytona Beach. With a culture that embodies Southern 

hospitality, your visit is sure to include countless opportunities to explore the local flavor, discover new 

adventures and relax in Ocala/Marion County. 

EQUINE

Internationally known as the “Horse Capital of the World™” for its more than 700 horse farms (450 

thoroughbred) covering more than 30,000 acres, Ocala/Marion County has a strong legacy of ties to 

champion thoroughbred racehorses. Each year, the county lives up to its title by hosting and welcoming 

countless regional, national and international horse shows including dressage, jumping and driving events. 

SPORTS

Ocala/Marion County’s great year-round weather makes it a popular destination for a variety of 

professional and recreational sports events, including baseball, softball, fishing and golf. With more than 

20 championship golf courses, including a course designed by globally renowned architect Rees Jones, 

the county welcomes everyone from enthusiastic amateurs to world-class players as an LPGA host.

Besides rolling fairways, Ocala/Marion County offers visitors the chance to play the game of a lifetime 

on legendary fields that include 24 for baseball, 21 for softball and 14 for soccer. The county’s pristine 

waters also welcome competitive fisherman from far and wide, with an ecosystem booming with varied 

wildlife and some of the best bass fishing in the southeastern United States. 
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

With three first-magnitude natural artesian springs, the most famous being Silver Springs and its iconic 

glass bottom boat rides, Ocala/Marion County has always been a premier vacation destination for those 

looking for an outdoor adventure. Another renowned county attraction, the Ocala National Forest, is the 

second largest national forest in Florida, encompassing 380,000 acres, and attracts nature enthusiasts, 

hunters and avid outdoorsmen with its miles of trails and waterways. It is also an ideal destination for equine 

enthusiasts, with scenic horseback riding trails available throughout the county’s lush natural surroundings.

Apart from the National Forest, Ocala/Marion County also has more than 110 miles of hiking and biking 

trails, with more than 80 square miles available to water sports including, fishing, boating, diving, 

kayaking, canoeing and much more. One of the best places in the county to enjoy these activities  

is the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway, offering a variety of opportunities for outdoor 

enthusiasts of all ages. From those looking for a prime fishing spot or picturesque hiking trails to 

mountain bike enthusiasts or guests looking for adventure on horseback, the Cross Florida Greenway  

is the perfect place to spend the day.

MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Whether your event’s guest list totals 400 or 4,000, Ocala/Marion County’s variety of venues are flexible 

enough to accommodate audiences of any size without compromising the quality of the experience. 

The county also provides unbeatable value when booking, with an incentive program that offers up to 

$1,500 to businesses and/or organizations that book a meeting or event with the Ocala/Marion County 

Visitors and Convention Bureau. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

With over 4,000 rooms available throughout the destination, Ocala/Marion County’s accommodations 

provide comfort and coziness to fit any budget. From campgrounds and cabins to luxury suites and 

charming B&Bs, you are sure to find the perfect way to spend a night in this slice of classic Florida. 

Every room comes complete with a warm welcome and genuine hospitality to ensure you enjoy all  

the comforts of home on your next trip.

Whether you’re planning a weekend full of outdoor adventures, booking a corporate event, or are 

simply looking for a relaxing destination to enjoy a private getaway, Ocala/Marion County offers 

something for every taste. 
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