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PREFACE. 

This booklet has been written upon the earnest request of friends who desired the people 
generally to know something of the experiences we have enjoyed during the past twenty 
years as a Christian missionary. Hoping our experiences may encourage others to dedicate 
their lives to the Master's service, we send forth this booklet as our contribution to the 
history of a race, whose true story must yet be told by members of the race would we give 
our young people the needed, encouragement to make their lives what they should be. 
Respectfully, 

Y. W. Broughton, Authoress. 
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To the memories of my sainted mother and beloved brother and sister. 

CHAPTER I. 
Call to Service. 

 
 

In a certain city of the fair South Land of the United States of America there was born a wee 
little girl baby, whom her father named Virginia, in honor of the state of his nativity, which 
he never ceased to praise. This Negro child had the godly heritage of being well born of 
honorable parents who had secured their freedom at great cost. 

Virginia's father was an industrious, intelligent man, who, early in life, hired his time from 
his master and thereby was enabled to purchase his own freedom and also that of his wife. 

As freedmen they began to build up a home and rear children who could enjoy the 
privileges of education that only very few of our race could enjoy at that time. Before the 
late Civil War Virginia attended a private school, taught by Professor Daniel Watkins, and 
was reading in the fourth reader when the new day of freedom dawned upon the race and 
brought with it the glorious light of education for all who would receive it. 

Fisk University was one of the first institutions of learning established for the Freedmen. 
Virginia was enrolled among its first pupils and classified 
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with the most advanced. After ten consecutive years of faithful study she graduated from 
the College Department of Fisk University, May, 1875. 



Virginia has the distinction of being the first college graduate of womankind south of 
Mason and Dixon line. The prevailing custom in the South at that time regarding the 
education of woman made it possible for this Negro girl to have such a distinction. 

Immediately after her graduation, in answer to a telegram, she went to Memphis and there 
passed a creditable examination for a position in the public schools of that city. So brilliant 
was her success in the examination, her friends insisted that should take the principal's 
examination. This, however, she declined to do, as she did not wish to be a rival of her male 
classmate who was aspiring for that position. 

For twelve years she taught in the public schools of Memphis, being promoted from time to 
time, until she became principal of the North Memphis school, and later assistant principal 
of the Kortrecht grammar school, the most advanced public school in that city for colored 
youth. 

While teaching in the last position mentioned a stranger introduced as Miss J. P. Moore, 
accompanied by Miss E. B. King, called to see Virginia, and invited her to attend a 
missionary meeting appointed 
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for women only. As this was an entirely new thing under the sun twenty years ago, 
curiosity prompted Virginia to go and ascertain what such a meeting would be. Miss J. P. 
Moore, the good woman who called the meeting, stated the object and opened the service 
with an appropriate devotional exercise. She at once enlisted the sympathy and promised 
cooperation of the women in attendance. We organized what was then called a Bible Band. 
The principal object of the organization was the daily study of the Bible. This organization 
grew and increased in numbers, influence, and spiritual strength. The work began in one of 
our intelligent progressive churches, in which the pastor was a strong, intellectual, devout 
man, well prepared to encourage and defend this new feature in the church life of our 
people. Soon Bible Bands were organized throughout the city of Memphis and the women 
of our churches took on new life. Every Monday afternoon women could be seen in all 
sections of the city with Bibles in their hands, going to their Bible Band meetings. 

The interest became so general in this Bible Band work that Miss J. P. Moore advised the 
women to petition the W. B. H. M. S. for a Stationary Missionary. This was done. Miss 
Burdette, corresponding secretary W. B. H. M. S., came to Memphis and after through 
investigation Memphis was selected as a regular mission 
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station, and beloved Mrs. M. Ehlers was sent as our first missionary to train our women and 
children to do their Lord's work more perfectly. 



This Bible Band work being fairly established in Memphis, as a means of greater 
development, God opened a way through that fearless pastor, Rev. R. N. Countee, for the 
establishment of a Christian school, known as "The Bible and Normal Institute." Ere this 
school was completed a heartless assassin slew the philanthropist who was providing the 
means for erecting and furnishing the building. 

Alas! Alas! Imagine the dilemma this blow placed our work in; school building and 
furnishings incomplete and a debt of several thousand dollars upon us. We can say with the 
song writer at this point, 
 

 
"God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm." 

 
 

This crisis was God's way of opening the doors for women to speak in many of our 
churches in that section that were interested in the new Bible School. Hitherto Paul's 
statement, "Let your women keep silence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them 
to speak," had looked and barred the doors of our churches against women speaking. 

In the meantime, while God was providing the way 
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to enter churches, He was also preparing His female servants to enter them with an 
effectual message from His word, even as He prepared Peter while on the house top for 
meeting the committee that came to greet him in behalf of Cornelius, the Gentile, with 
whom he had had no dealings. Although Virginia was interested in Bible Band work she had 
no dream of doing missionary work, for she was teaching at a lucrative salary, and fully 
engaged in her home and school duties. About this time Virginia's beloved mother, the joy 
of her heart, was called to her home beyond the skies. This blow came like a clap of thunder 
in a clear sky--the deepest sorrow Virginia had ever known up to that time. The whole 
world seemed lone and drear to Virginia, and her greatest comfort came from the hope of 
soon departing this life and joining her mother in the blessed home-land of the soul. 
Virginia's health was poor at that time, and she felt so confident she would soon die, she 
resigned her position in the school and moved off to another city, where she hoped her 
children would be cared for, should she die. Conditions and circumstances were so 
unsatisfactory she did not remain long in her adopted city, but soon returned to her former 
home. In the spring of 1887 Virginia had a very serious illness; her life was despaired of; 



 

she had selected her burial robes, and made such other preparations as the deemed 
necessary, and with intense longing to depart she lay on 
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her bed waiting on the Lord for the expected summons. 

Husband, children and all other earthly ties and possessions were given up. By and by the 
Lord manifestly came, but not as she expected, to bear her ransomed spirit home, but she 
was overshadowed with the veritable presence of God, and made to understand thoroughly 
and clearly in language spoken to the soul, that God was not ready for her then, but He had 
a work for her to do. That marvelous experience was accompanied with renewed strength 
of body that continued to increase from that moment until she was able to leave her bed. 
Virginia's physical weakness, at that time, prohibited her from witnessing a great baptizing 
that she desired greatly to see, but she was given another rich spiritual blessing that more 
than compensated her for failing to see the baptizing. She was privileged to hear sweet 
heavenly music that is unlawful for man to utter, and she quietly rested, sweetly rejoicing 
in the Lord, as a babe lulled to rest in its mother's arms. In time her strength increased and 
she came to her normal condition of health. The following song was at once given her, 
suggestive of many of her experiences, and also as one of the ways God would direct her in 
her work. 
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SONG 

 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word; 
What more can He say, than to you He hath said, 
You, who with Jesus, for refuge hath fled?" 

 
 

This song, through all these twenty years, has not only been an inspiration for service, but 
its truth have been verified in the varied experiences we herein relate. 

Virginia gladly began her work again in the Bible class taught by Mrs. M. Ehlers, the 
stationed missionary in her home city. The first meeting she attended after her recovery 
was one of great joy to her; she was so full of joy she spoke twice in that meeting, and then 
and there won friends to the Lord's cause that have ever since proved faithful allies of hers 



 

in the great work of missions where unto God had called her. Among those friends we 
would mention the two devoted sisters, Peggie and Hannah. 

Mrs. Ehlers, and the other white missionaries who visited us in these early days, were not 
slow in discerning Virginia's adaptability and ability to help in advancing the work. They 
began at once to encourage her and develop her gifts by assigning her special duties to 
perform in the meetings. Virginia's increased zeal was also manifest in her church, and she 
was used in various official capacities in the local Bible Band of her church and that Sunday 
school work. 
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Bible Band meetings were held throughout the city, and Virginia, was seen going here and 
there to these meetings whenever an opportunity was given her to encourage the work. 
Because of her readiness to speak and her Bible knowledge she soon came to be an 
important factor to help conduct the devotional services. 

This great Bible Band work among our women was soon noised abroad and invitations 
came to us from the regions around to send out a worker that the people generally might 
learn of the work and share in its blessings. A certain district association met in Memphis, 
and Rev. Copeland, another staunch friend to the woman's work, presented our Bible Band 
work to his associate brethren. Many of them were favorably impressed and requested that 
we send one of our Bible women to their churches to tell them more about the work, and 
organize the women of their churches. Thus, in due season, being approved by the church, 
Virginia was sent on her first missionary journey to the regions beyond her home city. 
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CHAPTER II. 
Virginia's First Missionary Journey. 

 
 

Upon invitation of a certain pastor, Virginia started on her first missionary journey up the 
Mississippi river. She was naturally afraid to travel on water and needed special 
encouragement as well as preparation for that first trip. Accordingly after much hesitation 
on her part amidst doubts and fears, she was assured that God was on the water as well as 
on the land, and with the following song ringing within her soul she began the journey: 
 

 
"Oh, for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame; 



A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb." 

 
 

On this first trip she visited Hales Point, Tenn., Cooter, Mo., Hickman Bend and Osceola, 
Ark., and a few other points in that immediate vicinity. Perils on land and water were 
experienced. She crossed the Mississippi river twice in a skiff. The first time some 
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one was obliged to constantly bail out the water that came in through a leak to keep from 
going under, while only one other man remained to perform the strenuous task of rowing 
the skiff across the stream. Having crossed the river, she pursued her journey that same 
winter's night in an open ox wagon. Although a small fire had been kindled in an 
ill-provised heater in the wagon, the smoke made the journey quite as uncomfortable as the 
cold would have been. Finally, about midnight, she reached her destination and was cozily 
tucked to bed in one of the old-time typical high soft beds that prosperous farmers have an 
our southern plantations. The house was a clean one-room log cabin, with its one door, 
large fireplace and no window at all, but sufficient crevices for air and sunlight. Monday 
Virginia visited all the neighbors and encouraged them to live the beautiful Christian life. 
After dinner, in company with the minister, she took a trip through the country on 
horseback to Cooter, Mo., a place where few Negro men dared to go to preach, and a 
women missionary of no race had ever gone. The road lay through a low, flat, marshy 
country near the Mississippi river, much of it being under water at the time of this trip. The 
preacher would ride on ahead through the water and bid Virginia to follow him, which she 
did with much fear and trembling, the water often coming up to her saddle skirts. Virginia, 
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being an inexperienced rider and unaccustomed to such hardships, heaved a sigh of relief 
when one again dry ground appeared. It was cotton-picking time and the people were 
having a merry time weighing their cotton when Virginia rode up to the settlement. The 
news of a woman missionary being in town soon spread, and the small church house was 
filled to overflowing; both white and colored people came out. Evidently God used the 
missionary to give the right message, from the many expressions of joy and God bless you, 
heard from all sides. The white and colored people stood on the roadside to bid us farewell, 
as we began our return trip the next morning. Throughout this section Virginia was 
received warmly and the messages she bore were heard gladly. When she planned to make 
her next point it was difficult to get any kind of conveyance. Finally a good brother said that 
he had one mule, and if the missionary could ride behind him, he would carry her. Bears 
and wildcats were common through that river bottom and it was quite dangerous to travel 
through it unprotected. God protected our missionary and her escort, and Virginia made 
that journey safely riding, as she did, behind the brother on his mule. The people were 



 

awaiting her. She held a meeting with the people which all seemed to enjoy. While she was 
singing the closing song, "Steal Away to Jesus," all at once a whistle blew that announced 
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the near approach of a boat, and Virginia did steal away from those happy people, went 
aboard the vessel and pursued her journey. Much of her fear of water was now gone; the 
experiences of the trip had greatly increased her courage and zeal. Rev. Aaron Ware, one of 
the fathers of the gospel in West Tennessee, was a great leader in this Mississippi river 
district, and it is just to say that he was friendly to the woman's missionary work in those 
early days when few ministers were. 

Virginia had a warm reception at Osceola, Ark. She spoke acceptably to Rev. J. Owen's 
congregation. Tangible expression of their appreciation was given in a liberal contribution 
to our missionary. All expenses were covered on this first trip, and Virginia returned home 
rejoining, with the assurance that God was on the water, as well as on the land, and that He 
would provide for his servants according to his riches in glory, through Christ Jesus. 

For several years Virginia taught five days of the week in the school room and gave the 
other two to missionary work in the rural districts as far as fifty miles away. She often 
returned to the school room Monday morning directly from the railroad station, often 
without having slept Sunday night or breakfasted Monday morning. Those were days when 
great 
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sacrifice was necessary to establish the woman's missionary work, but no service for Christ 
seems so wondrously blessed as that which requires great sacrifice, so the rich spiritual 
blessings that came to Virginia in those days nerved and energized her to suffer and endure 
all things that came to her without murmuring or complaining. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Commissioned by the Board of Directors of "The Bible and Normal Institute." 

 
 

In the spring of 1888 the Board of Directors of "The Bible and Normal Institute" decided to 
send out two of our Bible women to visit the churches and organize the women and 
children to come to the relief of the school that was then suffering under the great 



embarrassment occasioned by the death of Mr. Peter Howe, its benefactor, who was 
murdered as we have mentioned. 

The blessed results that were manifest from the labors of the white missionaries sent to us 
by the W. B. H. M. S. with headquarters in Chicago, Ill., encouraged this school board to 
undertake a similar work throughout the surrounding country, which should be organized 
and fostered by women of the race. Thus God opened a great and effectual door for the 
women of the Baptist churches throughout West Tennessee. Miss. E. B. King and Virginia 
were the two women appointed. These two consecrated women 
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with Bibles in hand went forth, going in different directions in order to canvass the entire 
district in a specified time, organize the women and children locally, and arrange for a 
general district organization. Everywhere these women went the people were aroused, 
some for them and many against them. Bible Bands were organized throughout the district. 
Exciting days were those! Bibles were being searched as never before by that people to find 
out if there was, any divine authority for such work; women were rising up and striving to 
get to the meetings to hear what new doctrine those women missionaries were teaching, 
and men were discussing and opposing. 

September, 1888, was the date fixed for the general organization of the district. Great 
Interest prevailed everywhere. People came from all directions and in every conceivable 
way. This first associational meeting was held in Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Stanton, Tenn. All 
the roads leading to Stanton were crowded, people going and coming continually during 
the four days sessions. The presence of God was unmistakably manifest. Christians 
rejoiced, testified, prayed, sung and preached until one dear woman just stood up in front 
of the vast audience and exemplified what many had been saying (viz, that they were 
speechless), for she was unable to say a word, being so completely overcome with the joy of 
the moment. Eternity 
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alone will reveal the glorious results that have come from that meeting. In this beginning of 
organized missionary effort among Negro women in Tennessee the following fundamental 
principles were emphasized as necessary to our Christian development as women: First, 
simplicity, cleanliness and neatness in dress and in our home furnishings. Second, 
wholesome, well prepared food. Third, the temperate use of all good things and total 
abstinence from poisons, tobacco and liquors being specified. Fourth, the education of 
heart, head and hand. Fifth, above all things, loyalty to Christ as we should be taught of Him 
through the daily prayerful study of His word. 

Dr. McVicar at that time was superintendent of education for A. B. H. M. S. When he visited 
the school at Memphis Dr. H. R. Traver , president of the Bible and Normal Institute at that 
time, told him the story of the unprecedented success of this mission work as conducted by 



Virginia and her associate workers. Dr. McVicar became thoroughly aroused to this fact, 
that after all the salvation and education of the Negro depended largely upon himself, and 
men and women of the race should be helped and trained for leadership along all lines of 
religious and educational work as well as industrial pursuits. He then decided with Dr. 
Traver to make a special effort for the missionary training of our women. Accordingly, 
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through Dr. McVicar's counsel and influence, missionary departments for women were 
established at Spelman Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.; Bible and Normal Institute, Memphis, Tenn.; 
Shaw University, Raleigh, N.C. and Bishop College, Texas. Thus provision was made for the 
missionary training of our women for work, either on the home or foreign field. Miss E. B. 
Delaney, who has spent several years of hard service in Blantyre, East Africa, is one of the, 
representative missionaries from Spelman Seminary; also Mrs. G. Patton, Washington, D. C., 
who did faithful service on the foreign field, and then returned to America where she did 
faithful service as a successful medical practitioner ere the dear Lord called her to her 
home beyond the skies. Missionaries from the other schools are scattered throughout this 
country doing good service, some under commission of W. B. H. M. S., Chicago, others under 
the cooperative plan of the Southern Baptist Convention and the N.B. Convention and still 
others under national, state and district religious organizations. These missionary training 
schools for Negro women owe their birth largely to the success that attended the first 
year's labors of our heroine when serving under the commission of the Board of Directors 
of the Bible and Normal Institute, Memphis, Tenn. Members of that memorable board who 
have ever stood by Virginia to encourage her 
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work, still live to rejoice in the glorious culmination, now manifest, of what they then 
believed, which is the general recognition of woman as man's helpmeet in the church as 
well as in the school and home. 

The following are the names of those good men who still live: Revs. R.N. Countee, Wm. 
Brinkley, Hardin Smith, H.C. Owen, Wm. J. McMichael, T. J. Searcy. To these worthy Christian 
gentlemen our women owe the deepest gratitude. Our prayers shall ever be for them a 
blessed life here and an abundant entrance into life eternal. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Ten Great District Meetings. 

 
 

Ten women's district associations in as many years were held in West Tennessee. Stanton, 
Woodlawn, Memphis, Trenton, Paris, Martin, Humboldt, Stanton, Durhamville and 
Woodlawn were the places where the meetings were held. The first meeting held at 
Stanton has been referred to. The second annual meeting was held at Woodlawn, a country 
church, seven miles distant from the nearest railroad station. A wagon train, however, was 
waiting for the arrival of our delegation which carried the women to the place of meeting 
free of charge. This kindness was the result of the efforts of the good pastor, Rev. H. Smith, 
who was a member of that notable school board who had given Virginia her first 
commission. The interest in our work had grown in that part of the district. Marked 
development was apparent in the women of our local Bible Bands. A goodly number of 
ministers and laymen had been converted to this work. Conspicuous among these new 
friends were men whom God 
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had given visions to make clear to them his approval of this woman's work. Wise plans for 
operating a girl's dormitory in connection with "The Bible and Normal Institute" were 
perfected at this meeting. Virginia executed the plan and through it the women of the 
district helped the school greatly by furnishing board and bedding for quite a number of 
the girls during the next school year. The Memphis meeting gave the country women the 
privilege of seeing the school they were working for, which greatly strengthened our work 
throughout the district. The women returned home with renewed zeal to continue their 
efforts and raise more money to carry on the school that was destined to do so much for 
our people. 

The Trenton District Association will never be forgotten by those privileged to attend it 
from the special Providence that interposed for the entertainment of the delegation. After 
the meeting had been in session one day, the delegation being so much larger than was 
expected, provisions gave out. Virginia stated conditions of affairs to the sisters of the 
association and asked them to pray that God would provide food for the delegates if they 
wished the meeting to continue through the time appointed. 

Praise God! The windows of Heaven were opened and God poured out such a blessing upon 
us we were scarcely able to contain it. God touched the hearts 
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of the good white people of Trenton and they bade the entertainment committee come to 
their groceries, bakeries and meat market and get all supplies needed without money or 



price as long as the convention lasted. This was a marvelous providence, and this Trenton 
meeting was one continuous round the praise and rejoicing. Miss. J.P. Moore was present to 
rejoice with us; also a white gentleman who had recently returned to America from a 
foreign mission journey. He said many helpful and encouraging things to us and bade us a 
hearty God-speed. Large numbers of the white citizens attended this meeting and 
expressed themselves as pleased with our effort. Sister Mattie B., who then lived at 
Trenton, and was beautifully situated in a cozy little home of her own, had been opposed to 
this woman's work up to this time, but this meeting convinced her of her folly. She was 
converted to the work, joined in heartily to care for the delegation after her conversion, and 
in time became a faithful, jealous worker throughout her district. This dear sister had a 
beautiful flower garden of plants rich and rare. She expressed her love for the sisterhood 
and the joy of her new experience by placing a buttonhole bouquet of flowers, culled from 
her own garden and arranged by her own hands, upon everyone of the more than a 
hundred delegates as they stood in line in the aisles or the church. 
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Beautiful sight was this! Women all agreeing and harmoniously laboring together so that 
both men and women alike of both races, were convinced that our work was truly heaven 
ordained, and we should be substantially encouraged to carry it forward. Many friends 
joined our organization and liberal contributions were donated to the work. Virginia and 
Miss E. B. King were both sent as delegates to the N.B. Convention. God used Virginia to 
sway that noble band of Christian women as with a magic wand. 

The Paris meeting was rendered glorious by the activity of our mothers in Israel, who 
hitherto had been suppressed and discouraged in every effort they had made to exercise 
their spiritual gifts. Dear sister Kitty N., of blessed memory, actually led in a song as she 
walked the floor and praised God for the liberty of speech she then enjoyed. All believers 
rejoiced as she told the story of Jesus love. Several persons in Paris who had refused to 
entertain delegates before they came were so thoroughly changed during the exercises of 
the meetings that they came and begged to have some share in providing for the comfort of 
the delegation. 

The Martin meeting was noted for the unusual encouragement given the work by ministers 
of the gospel. One of them preached a sermon for us from this text, 
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"Let Her Alone!" 

This message was very opportune in that early day of our women's work, for the large 
majority of men really believed the work unlawful and forbidden by the Scriptures, as they 
had been taught to believe a special message of the Apostle Paul on this subject. In this 



same town at one time Virginia had been so frowned upon and criticized by a certain 
churchman that God came to her rescue by rebuking the man and showing him if he would 
sweep around his own door he would have no time to interfere with those who were doing 
his bidding. That accuser went to Rev. Hurt, who was then pasturing in Trenton, confessed 
his fault and sent Virginia a word of cheer. Her oppressions and discouragement weighed 
heavily upon her and she longed to go home and rest from her labors. As ever, the dear 
Lord comforted his servant by giving her this sweet message from His Word, "I must work 
the work of Him that sent me while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work." 
That message was all sufficient. Virginia saw she need not worry about the carelessness of 
others, she was only required to do the work assigned her and leave the results with God. 
Ever since she has striven to heed that message as clear guidance has been given her. 
Another incident connection with the Martin meeting should be mentioned. Virginia 
discovered a certain embarrassment was likely to come to the 
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sisterhood unless God interposed in their behalf, as He had done in Trenton, so she again 
entreated the women to pray for God's help to overcome the difficulty. The prayer was 
answered and the women passed safely through the threatening difficulty. The weight of 
the burden fell so heavily upon Virginia she took seriously ill with fever and was compelled 
to remain at Milan for treatment ere she could continue her journey home. 

The Humboldt meeting evidenced great growth in the workers. Several of the sisters from 
the rural districts had attended the Missionary Training School in Memphis and were 
giving valuable services toward building up and extending the work. Sisters Julia S., Mary 
B., Mattie B., Mattie P., Amy S., Nancy T., Sarah B., Bell C., Nealy R., Lizzie S., Hannah J., and 
Maggie C. were very helpful in their respective neighborhoods. Several of these sisters were 
able to conduct services in the other churches of Humboldt on the Sunday our association 
was in session there. With the increase of work and workers, jealously, rivalry and other 
evils began to be manifest in the ranks of the Bible women. Miss Fanny K. was for several 
years recording secretary of the Woman's West Tennessee District Association. Being an 
ambitious young woman the sisters all seemed pleased to encourage her. 

The second Stanton meeting was well attended and blessed of the Lord. The spirit of 
position and power was manifestly growing, hence the same sweet peace 
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and harmony did not prevail so generally in this meeting as hitherto. The interests of the 
school were well defended and a host of pupils came to us from the Stanton district. 

The Durhamville meeting was attended with more powerful spiritual manifestations than 
any previous annual meeting. Virginia's sister, Mrs. Selena J. G., was used mightily of God to 



encourage women to live pure, virtuous lives and train up a consecrated, intelligent 
ministry from the youth of the race to lead the race forward as God directed in His Word. 
This dear woman, somehow, missed her trunk, but so determined was she to attend this 
meeting she gathered a few necessary garments together, dropped them in a pillow case, 
and came on in time to join the wagon train that conveyed the women from the railroad 
station to the place of meeting. Several sisters came with revelations, visions and 
prophecies that made indelible impressions upon the large gatherings assembled day after 
day. Sister Hart had a song of her own composition about "The Bible Band." Sister 
Broadnax was conspicuous for her deep spiritual testimonies. Sisters B. Crowder and Lizzie 
S. Taught Bible lessons with telling effect. Such a cruel warfare followed this meeting it is 
fitting to say that contrary to any previous custom we were red badges that year, 
significant of the fight that followed, of which we knew nothing when the color was 
selected. Satan was intensely 
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enraged over our victories for righteousness, and he turned out all his artillery against us 
ere we met again in our final separate women's district association at Woodlawn. 

As God hath declared in Is. 54: 17, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, 
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." We found it 
true; glory be to God! Virginia was tried to the uttermost, and persecuted with cruel hatred 
for no other cause than her contention for holiness of heart and uprightness of daily 
deportment. A general awakening in the study of the Bible followed these great meetings. 
Bible texts were repeated around the firesides and at the dining-room tables as well as in 
Sunday school and other religious meetings. A general reform was evidently going on 
toward the development of the women and the betterment of the home and church life of 
the people. Women were giving up the vile habits of beer drinking and snuff-dipping, and 
using their little mites thus saved in getting our Christian literature and contributing to our 
missionary and educational work. Besides, "Hope," Miss J. P. Moore's paper that was 
generally used by our women for Bible study, Virginia published at different times "The 
Women's Messenger" and "The Missionary Helper" to assist in the development of our 
women's work. 
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The last Woodlawn district association meeting was greatly hindered because of the 
opposition that was then raging, hence comparatively few attended, but a sufficient 
number to justify Virginia in her contention for Bible righteousness and encourage her to 
continue contending for the faith once delivered to the saints. This opposition that came so 
heavily upon us only gave wings to our speed. In the course of time the work grew more 
rapidly and more surely after it passed victoriously through the fiery trials of affliction. 



 

Today women's Christian organizations belt the globe, and the Negro woman is doing a 
noble part to forward every righteous movement that makes for the peace and uplift of 
humanity and the glory of God. 
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CHAPTER V. 
A Period of Stern Opposition. 

 
 

The Lord permitted a few of our Bible women to grow strong under this special ministry of 
grace known as the Bible Band work. This strength led the women to contend for the Bible 
plan of church government in the discipline of members, in supporting churches, and in 
preaching and teaching the gospel. The common evil practices of intemperance in beer 
drinking, tobacco using, excessive eating and dressing, and the desecrating custom of using 
church houses for fairs, festivals and other worldly amusements were all strongly 
condemned by our Bible women, while righteousness, holiness, purity and all the kindred 
graces of Christianity were upheld and emphasized. Ministers and laymen, who looked with 
disdain upon a criticism that came from a woman, and all those who were jealous of the 
growing popularity of the woman's work, as if there was some cause of alarm for the safety 
of their own positions of power and honor, all 
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rose up in their churches, with all the influence and power of speech they could summon to 
oppose the woman's work and break it up if possible. The work had taken root too deeply 
in the hearts of our women ever to be uprooted, but we were given a good shaking, and 
thrashing, and for a season the work seemed to stand still. The separate associational 
meeting was broken up, many local Bible Bands disbanded, and the good women patiently 
waited in silence; praying for God's will to be done. Virginia continued to hold meetings 
where she could find an opportunity. As God has always provided some way of escape for 
his servants, He provide for Virginia, for there were some preachers who never closed their 
churches against our work, and hence an opportunity was given for self-defense in the 
thickest of the fight. Brethren would come to our meetings to catch every word spoken, if 
thereby they might have some just cause to condemn our teaching, as being false doctrine. 
One minister was so desirous to destroy the work like Saul of Tarsus, he desired letters of 
authority that he might follow in the wake of our missionaries and destroy whatever good 
they might have accomplished. We praise God that just as He arrested Paul in his wild 
career and caused him to repent, He also stopped that minister, turned him around 
completely and made him one 
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of the strongest friends to our work we have in all the land. 

While in his rage, desiring to destroy our work, he came to hear Virginia speak for the 
expressed purpose of getting a just case against her. Virginia was totally ignorant of this 
scheme, but she did notice the reverend gentleman sat with his back toward her while she 
spoke, as if warming himself near the stove. She spoke in her usual earnest, impressive 
manner, and from the sequel that we will now relate, it is quite evident she spoke more 
wisely than she knew. When she concluded her remarks and asked those who wished to 
speak to express themselves, this Rev. H. arose and made a marvelous confession. He told 
of his purpose in coming to that meeting, as already stated, and then said that he was 
regarded by his church as a fluent speaker, but he was then unable to speak and only rose 
to make a confession. The following are his words: 

"I have been washed, rinsed, starched, hung up, dried, sprinkled and ironed, and am now 
ready for service; not to destroy, but to do all in my power to forward this branch of God's 
work as jealously as I had determined to oppose it." 

He has kept his word and today our woman's work has no better friend among the able 
ministers of the race than that brother. This minister had a brother, Frank, who lived in the 
town where we met him. The 
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brother was so opposed to our work when Miss King and Virginia called to see his wife, 
who was specially interested in their work, he left his own house, refusing even to meet the 
missionary women. He went to his work, and from his own testimony, he became so 
troubled he could not work, but was compelled to come down to the church and hear what 
those women said Suffice it to say, just as his brother was so wondrously transformed 
during Virginia's discourse, so was he. Great joy came to all our sisters in that place, for 
those two men's friendship meant much to the existence of our work there. 

Another brother who opposed our work said, on a certain occasion, "I would rather take a 
rail and flail the life out of a woman than to hear her speak in the church." As he spoke, not 
knowing what he said, God forgave him, brought him to the light, and he made an open 
confession of his fault. 

There was another brother in the Durhamville district who took special delight in 
harassing the weaker women in the absence of their teacher. Upon a certain occasion, when 
Virginia was visiting that section, the sisters reported that brother and asked Virginia to 
speak to him. As usual an opportunity was given the missionary to present her work to the 
church. All believers rejoiced as she spoke, and the enemies were 
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silenced for the time being. In concluding her address she said: "If any one present is not 
convinced of the Divine authority of the woman's work, ask any question and a far as I am 
able I'll gladly give the Bible teaching relating to it." No one asked a single question, 
although the brother was present that had given the sisters of that church so much 
annoyance. When the service closed, however, we met the brother and rejoiced to learn 
that he had been won over to the cause of missions and he joined heart and hand with the 
Bible women to push the Lord's work on to victory. He never faltered after that day, but 
ever defended and supported our cause to the day of his death. 

When the opposition raged fiercely, a certain minister, Bob. T. by name, came to one of our 
churches with the expressed intention to throw Virginia out of the window. God was 
manifestly present that night, and raised up friends to protect her and maintain the cause 
she represented, that she had never known before, and no hand was raised against her. 
Glory be to God for his great power of deliverance, as shown on that special occasion. 

In some places church houses were locked against our Bible women, and violent hands 
even laid upon some. Dear Sister Nancy C. said had not Sister Susan S. come to her rescue 
she would have been badly 
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beaten for attempting to hold a woman's meeting in her own church. 

In another vicinity Brother F. P. became so enraged he drew a gun on his wife after she had 
gotten in a wagon to go to one of our Bible Band meetings, and threatened to take her life if 
she went a step farther. Of course she was obliged to step that time and stay home, but that 
man soon died; he was not permitted to live long enough to prohibit that good woman a 
second time from going when her missionary sisters called a meeting. This incident did 
much to allay the persecution throughout that section. While men opposed and Satan 
strove our progress to retard, God was with us and was only permitting those trials our 
dross to consume and our gold to refine. Those opposition proved to be stepping stones to 
nobler and more extended endeavors. Virginia was soon appointed missionary by the W. B. 
H. M. S. Thus strengthened, she was better prepared to work than ever. She made two 
missionary tours through the North and East, This was a source of great strength and 
pleasure to her. 

After such a season of conflict she needed the rest and desirable change the northern tours 
provided. In the great Saratoga meetings of the Northern Baptists Anniversary Virginia 
spoke twice and seemed to please the great audiences. The press complimented her 
addresses as being among the best delivered. All the 
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other lady speakers were of the Caucasian race. God used her in the North to touch many 
hearts by singing the plantation melodies. 

In the great state meeting in Rochester, N. Y., Virginia was given a place on the program. 
The vast audience heard her gladly, and the reception committee gave her a queenly 
entertainment, several young women vying with each other to see that she was well 
supplied with the delicacies of the feast. The same hearty welcome was given her wherever 
she went as missionary of the W. B. H. M. S. in the states of New York, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois. These northern meetings referred to were like oases in the 
desert to our heroic missionary. Such gracious words of cheer, such hospitable 
entertainment, such applause, such substantial endorsement Virginia had never before 
experienced. 

One day, after canvassing until eventide in Saratoga, N. Y., in the interest of the B. & N. I. 
with no apparent success, she finally came to a wealthy man, Mr. A. Trask, that gave her a 
promise of one hundred dollars on a certain condition. She did not succeed in meeting the 
condition but the gentleman paid her $50 of the promised sum. You can imagine her joy 
from that experience. She was also quite highly favored by others in Saratoga and Troy, 
N.Y., when traveling in the interest of the school. 
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Returning south to her field of labor she came with new zeal and began afresh to develop 
the work she had so nobly begun. 

New effort was put forth in the industrial feature of our work. Many beautiful quilts were 
made whereby our treasuries were considerably increased. A beautiful silk crazy patch 
quilt handsomely worked throughout with various designs and fancy stitches was made by 
the Memphis Bible women and sent to the W. B. H. M. S. as a donation to missions. 

As Virginia traveled through the rural districts during the period of opposition it was 
difficult at times to get any conveyance. She was never particular, riding in anything that 
could be secured, from a wheelbarrow to a top buggy, and often walking when nothing 
could be secured. About this time God moved one of her country friends to dedicate his 
buggy and two horses to the work of missions. So whenever this friend, whom we will call 
Brother Jas. T., knew Virginia was expected, conveyance was always provided. The home of 
that dear brother and his beloved wife ever kept its doors open to God's traveling heralds, 
and was accordingly blessed both temporarily and spiritually. A certain meeting was 
appointed in that neighborhood and these good people, Brother J. T. and his wife, expected 
to meet Virginia there and convey her on her journey through the country. Virginia was 
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somewhat, delayed and came to the place of meeting after the women had all gathered 
while they waited. Rev. Elias A., the pastor, was criticising our work very severely, counting 
it a waste of time and even less than child's play. In the midst of the controversy the women 
observed a dust in the road which announced the near approach of some vehicle. All eyes 
were turned in that direction and soon the buggy that brought the missionary came in 
sight. With great joy the women arose, clapped their hands, and cried out in joyous 
exclamations. They believed that their cause would be well defended. 

The work was fully explained and God used Virginia, little woman as she was, so gently, so 
sweetly, and so quietly that the good minister was soon led into the light of the gospel 
teaching regarding our work, and he quieted down as a shorn lamb, bade us go forward and 
assured us that he would encourage the work in his church. his church. 

Not one of all our opposers would ever enter into single combat with Virginia. 

We'll conclude this chapter on opposition with the following convincing and pathetic story. 
While the church and world were opposing, there were relatives of Virginia in sympathy 
with the opposition party and they would suggest that it was entirely out of place, 
unreasonable and unlike God to call a woman 
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of family so frequently from her home duties. 

Of course this family talk soon reached Virginia's ears, so she became very serious about 
her position, and began to think it did seem unreasonable that God would give her any 
work that called her so often from her home. Accordingly, while in this mood, she went to 
Stanton to hold a meeting. After the service one of the good women approaches her and 
said, "God surely sent you to us at this time; our hindrances are so great and so numerous 
that we could not possibly carry on our Bible Band work without an occasional visit from 
you." Virginia replied, "I don't know while I'll come again, for it seems that I ought to be at 
home with my children." Immediately there on the spot, this revelation was made to 
Virginia's in most soul, "What if God should take all the children away." So great was the 
change in Virginia's countenance as she quietly sat down the sisters desired to know what 
had happened to her. 

Virginia returned to her home with the understanding she would come back to a 
neighboring town the following Saturday, if the weather was fair. (Should it rain the place 
could scarcely be reached, as a low, swampy territory intervened between the rail-road 
station and that country village.) During that week one of her children, dear little Selena, 
her third daughter, was taken ill. On Saturday morning, the 
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date appointed to go to that meeting, provided the weather was fair, her little girl arose 
from her breakfast sick and was observed to be unusually quiet; the weather also was 
cloudy, whereupon Virginia decided to remain home. She called in a physician to see 
Selena, who began at once to treat her for tonsilitis. The little one continued to grow worse, 
until it soon became evident the Lord was going to take her to himself. Through this 
affliction Virginia was made to see plainly that she could stay home and sit by the bedside 
of her children and have all the assistance that medical skill could render, and yet God 
could take her children to himself if he so willed it. After the dear Lord had fully convinced 
his child that the watchman watched, but in vain, unless God kept the city, He then made 
Virginia reconciled to his will relative to Selena's recovery or death. He showed Virginia so 
plainly that He would take the darling little one away that she sat by her bedside the night 
before she died and prepared her burial clothing. The next day, as the end drew near, the 
sweet child asked her mama to take her in the parlor. Mama satisfied her by taking her in 
her arms, with her bed covering about her, to the parlor. After the child looked about all she 
wished she then expressed a wish to lie on mama's bed. She was granted that wish also, 
and her mama talked to her of going to Heaven, 
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as though she was going to school. Virginia sent messages of love to her mother and sister 
in Heaven and told the little darling she would come by and by. In a little while the child 
prayed, saying: "Lord Jesus, help me," and then patting her mama on the cheeks she said 
lastly, "Poor little mama," and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, without a struggle, after bidding 
her papa also to meet her in Heaven. 

The home going of our darling little Selena is one of the most blessed experiences in the life 
of Virginia. Heaven has ever since seemed nearer; and what we call death only a transition, 
only a gateway into the Paradise of God. This darling child was laid to rest Friday afternoon. 
Virginia went on her mission Saturday morning. So mightily did God use her on that 
occasion that her bitterest opposers said: "Let that woman alone, God is truly with her." She 
has ever since been enabled to trust God for the care of her home and her children; nothing 
has been allowed to hinder her from doing her Master's bidding when sufficient light has 
been given her to direct her course. We praise God for afflictions; for in mercy they are all 
sent to bring us near to God. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Virginia's Private Life. 

 
 

I'm sure all would like to know something of the home life of our missionary, and our story 
would be incomplete did we not at least introduce you to Virginia's dear ones at home. At 
the beginning of her missionary work she was comfortably situated in her own home, with 
other possessions that brought her a small income. Her husband was not a professor of 
religion at the beginning of her missionary career, and naturally was greatly opposed to her 
frequently going from home. One day he asked her, "When is this business going to stop?" 
She replied, "I don't know; but I belong to God first, and you next; so you two must settle it." 
Truly God inspired that answer. She took herself absolutely out of the management of the 
affair and accepted the humble position of an obedient servant. God verily did settle the 
question. He convinced the husband fully that He had called his wife to a special service and 
to hinder her would 
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mean death to him. Of course there was no alternative; the husband, after a desperate 
struggle with the world, the flesh and the devil, yielded to God, and made an open 
profession of faith in Jesus and joined the church militant. This husband has ever since 
been helpful in attending to much of the business connected with Virginia's missionary 
work these twenty years. 

Two of Virginia's daughters, Emma and Elizabeth, were converted before their father, but 
had not been baptized. Twenty years ago there was as little faith among colored people in 
children's conversions as there was in women's work. The Lord gave Virginia a beautiful 
experience relative to Emma's and Elizabeth's baptism by using one of his accustomed 
ways of revealing his will to her through song. On this occasion this song. 

"Go wash in that beautiful pool," came ringing in her soul, then through her voice, without 
cessation, until an investigation was forced upon her. While she meditated God revealed to 
her that she should give her consent to her children's baptism. This being done, the song 
had spent its force and gently passed away. Glory be to God! The two girls and their father 
were all baptized at the same time by Rev. H. Smith, a scene never to be forgotten in the 
family's history. These two girls developed 
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beautifully into pure, noble womanhood, the joy, the comfort and keepers of the home, 
together with the good women secured from time to time to assist them; notably among 
whom were Sisters Kitty, Brinkley and Johnson. Little Selena's death made a deep 
impression upon all the children; even the two younger ones were made to think seriously 



of heavenly things. The baby boy said, as he looked in the open grave where his little 
sister's body was deposited: "Mama, I thought heaven was up (pointing thither as he 
spoke), where you say sister has gone; why do you place her in the ground?" Soon after this 
sorrow these two younger children, Virginia and Julius, professed to love Jesus and were 
baptized into the fellowship of the church. 

Emma exhibited special talent for music from a small child, and besides graduating from 
the Normal course of Howe Institute she was given special musical advantages in the 
Musical Conservatory of Chicago, III., and is now the music teacher in her alma mater. 
Emma married at an early age; she has a good devoted husband and three bright, 
intelligent little children. Emma has a merry, cheerful, happy disposition, is naturally 
musical, careful, economical and contented, never worrying however time or tide go. She 
and her husband live happily together, even as did Isaac and Rebecca, each sharing the joys 
and sorrows of 
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life together. Their three children are veritably the reproduction of father and mother, all 
three musical, loving and kind to each other; the baby at three years of age repeats his 
alphabet and sings several little songs. They all delight to sit in Grandma Virginia's lap and 
listen to her tell them Bible stories, as well as "Mother Goose's Tales" and "Aesop's Fables." 
What would home be without the dear innocent little children? May we all praise God for 
children, and like the good women of Bible times count ourselves blessed of God to be the 
mothers of many children, that we might train them up for the Master's kingdom, even as 
did Hannah, Sarah, Rachel, Elizabeth and the Virgin Mary. 

Elizabeth, when a little girl, would say to her mother when she returned home, tired and 
weary from school or a missionary trip, "Sit down, mama, and rest yourself, I'll bring your 
tea to you.' Elizabeth won laurels as a faithful, capable student at Howe Institute, and 
thereby, through Dr. H. R. Traver, secured a scholarship in Moody's School for Girls in 
Northfield, Mass. She spent two successful and profitable years there, but her great desire 
to see the loved ones at home caused her return south, and she graduated from the 
academic course of Roger William's University. She has succeeded as a teacher and had the 
short experience of five years' married life. She was 
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left a widow without children. On her return to her old home she commenced life's work 
again by pursuing her long cherished hope of studying medicine, a study she has shown 
special adaptability for from a child. It was due to her excellence in the study of physiology 
she secured the scholarship in Northfield. Emma and Elizabeth both make excellent 
housewives. 



Virginia herself was brought up under the first idea given the freedmen of education which 
was to educate the head to the neglect of the hand, and she learned from the hard school of 
experience the grave mistake of that course and was determined her girls should not suffer 
the inconveniences she had from so great a misfortune. So all her children were early 
taught the every day domestic duties of life. As has been stated, Elizabeth was always 
solicitous about her mother's comfort at home; and while Emma, who was absorbed in her 
music, might forget and be slow in preparing the supper on time, Elizabeth had her time 
fixed for her household duties and would see to it that mama had her supper on time. As 
she grew older, and even during her married life, when she had her husband to please and 
her own home to care for, she was ever mindful of mother, father, sisters and brother at 
home; often expressing her love in substantial, generous contributions to the family's 
necessities. Virginia, the youngest daughter, her 
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mama's namesake, has just graduated with honor from Fisk University in the Normal class 
of 1907. She is well prepared for any service the Lord may call her to. She is more than 
ordinarily prepared to grace any home as its queen, being able to do well any domestic 
service required in the home. She is also prepared to do good work in the school room, 
having given general satisfaction as practice teacher during her year's experience under the 
training teacher of her alma mater. This daughter also has skill in the dressmaking art, 
having already made quite a number of beautiful garments for self and friends. Our 
missionary has only one boy; he is named, of course, for his father, Julius A. O. B., Jr. This 
child cared little for books, but early gave evidence of mechanical skill. He began to repair 
shoes when quite a boy, making a shoe shop of one end of his mama's back porch. After 
nearing the completion of the English course at Fisk he was sent to an industrial school, 
and there improved his natural talent for shoemaking. He is destined to succeed as a 
shoemaker when he reaches maturity and the responsibilities of life rest upon him. His 
employers are delighted with his work and think it quite strange for one so young as he to 
have a trade so well in hand. Virginia is especially anxious about her boy; she took him with 
her on many a missionary journey. He would pass the Bibles and hymn books around, help 

 
 
52 

her sing, open gates when traveling through country districts and take general interest in 
all he thought his mama was interested in. In his childhood he would often be seen holding 
a service, he standing up preaching with one person (his little sister Virgie) for his 
audience. His mother believes God's word, that says, "Train up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old he will not depart from it. "Thus while she is not pleased with her 
boy's present deportment in every particular she is praying and hoping to have her heart's 
desire realized in her only son as in her three daughters. Virginia's husband and children 
have the utmost confidence in her work, and give her their devotion and encouragement, in 



every effort she puts forth to advance the Master's work. This little glimpse into the private 
life of our missionary may help some other burdened mother to see that God is able to use 
all his children, whether married or single, to do whatever work He has given them talent 
to do. Virginia's home was often used as the home of the missionary women from the 
country who would attend the training school; hence all the early workers became 
interested in Virginia's children, and the children spent many of their summers visiting 
these friends, to the mutual enjoyment of the children and the friends. Virginia's sister 
Selena came to visit her at a certain time, and while there their brother John took quite sick. 
This caused a 
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temporary removal of that sister, who had come to visit, as it was deemed necessary for her 
to stay and help nurse the brother back to health again, if the Lord willed he should 
recover. This change for Sister Selena proved to be God's plan to lead her into a higher and 
fuller experience of grace, which has added much to her to be of inestimable value to her 
husband, Rev. William G., in carrying on a successful pastorate and managing a mission 
station. It was during her visit to the south that she was so manifestly used of God in that 
Durhamville meeting. The two sisters nursed their brother John back to health through the 
mighty help of God. As we have more to say relative to God's power to heal, we'll conclude 
this chapter and say more of this illness later. 

Virginia's other brothers, William Henry, Robert and Rufus, were not neglected in her 
ministries of grace; she often visited Robert and Rufus in their homes, prayed with and for 
them and endeavored by example and precept to show them the beauty and power of the 
Christian life. They have both professed to love Jesus. We hope their sister's life will inspire 
them to follow her worthy example. Her sister Annie and family are all active workers in 
the church. The three sisters, Virginia, Selena and Annie, appear to vie with each other in 
their earnest endeavors to promote 
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the cause of missions. Rev. William G. and Mr. P., Virginia's brothers-in-law, are loyal 
supporters of their sister's efforts. Rev. William G. is a most ardent admirer of his sister's 
devotion to Bible study and her zeal for Christian endeavor, and often makes her blush 
whene'er she is in his church by the many encomiums of praise he showers upon her. Well, 
I guess it's all right to scatter a few flowers o'er our friends before they die. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Missionary Journeys With Associate Workers. 

 
 

As the Apostle Paul was comforted and helped by the coming of his fellow laborers, Virginia 
was greatly strengthened as other sisters consecrated themselves to the Lord's work and 
accompanied her through their respective districts. In the Stanton district Sister J. S. was an 
indispensable factor. God has given Sister Julia a good, kind husband who loved our work 
and could be depended upon for any help he was able to render. The train never came too 
late or too early for Brother S. to meet Virginia at the Stanton depot. He would care for the 
home and children and arrange for his wife and Virginia to make their missionary tours 
throughout the district to hold local and quarterly Bible Band meetings. Sister Julia is one of 
the sweet singers in Israel; many a person has been aroused, waked up and started on a 
career of 
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usefulness in God's army through the strains of Sister Julia's sweet music. This dear woman 
soon grew strong enough to direct and foster the Bible Band work of the Stanton district, 
and Virginia needed to go there only to hold quarterly meetings, at which time the Bible 
Band of the entire district would come together in some one church of the district. At these 
stated quarterly meetings the local Bible Band was expected to make reports of the mission 
work of the quarter, and contribute to the Institute for which they were all laboring. During 
one of Virginia's tours in this district she and Sister Julia went far away in the country to a 
church pastored by Rev. J. D. O. There they met a dear old sister who was recognized as the 
mother of the church. She was deeply moved by the messages delivered by her visiting 
sisters. In the service they sang. 

"Is my name written down." 

Virginia and Julia had gone to this church to invite the women to the general quarterly 
meeting to be held in Stanton the next day. No one thought it possible to come because the 
horses were all in use on the farm and it was too far to walk, but this mother in Israel, 
referred to above, had been so deeply impressed by the missionaries that she feared her 
name would be "sitting down" instead of written down if she did not come to our meeting. 
So she made a great 
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effort and God helped her to get to the meeting. She was running over with joy and she 
testified to the joy of all present; even Dr. H. R. Traver, who was then president of the 
Memphis school and had come to this meeting to inspect and encourage the work, was 
made to rejoice and preach with such power that the common people heard him gladly. 



Stanton district was very fruitful. Many young people from this district were sent to our 
school, women gave up snuff dipping, learned to read their Bibles and care for their homes 
as they had never done before. Indeed, a general reform in the home life of our women was 
truly begun. Our Bible women of this district were very faithful in administering to the sick 
of their communities. About this time one of our slanderers was taken seriously ill. Being 
without means to secure the necessary comforts our Bible women went to her relief; the 
sick woman was compelled to confess her faults; she begged the good women to forgive 
her, and promised, if God ever permitted her health to be restored, that she would come to 
the church and join the Bible Band if she didn't have a hat to wear on her head. Praise God! 
We can testify that she fulfilled her promise, for Virginia was present when she 
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came to the meeting with a shawl over her head, because she had no hat and no money 
with which to buy one. 

"Great is the mystery of godliness!" God has many ways to lead people to the 
acknowledgment of the truth; thus sickness often proves to be a blessing in disguise. The 
Lord blessed Sister Julia through her affiliation with Virginia to educate her oldest daughter 
and encourage all her children to live noble, useful lives. The oldest daughter married one 
of our most successful physicians, both of whom love and cherish our missionary for the 
help she has been to them in directing their lives in the King's highway. Another young man 
from this Stanton district, Dr. S. G. M., was induced to go to school through our Missionary 
V., whom he regards as his foster mother, and he has now risen to wealth and renown as a 
successful medical practitioner in the state of Mississippi. He married an intelligent, strong 
young woman, who is also a physician; they work beautifully together. Virginia has enjoyed 
the privilege of visiting their home. The home was one continuous scene of joy, plenty and 
pleasure during her visit. The young couple seemed never to tire of doing kindnesses to 
show their love and gratitude to our Virginia. Sister Julia continues to labor zealously in the 
great work of missions. She enjoys in the home of her nativity 
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the confidence and respect of the entire community. Sister Martha P. entered zealously into 
our Bible Band work. Starting out she used what she had, a gray mule and a little dog that 
went regularly each week with her to her Bible Band meeting, four miles from her home, 
the mule to carry her and the dog to protect her. This faithful effort, in due season, was 
richly rewarded. Sister Martha was apt and soon learned to give Bible lessons effectively; 
thus she was very helpful in our meetings. Her children were all converted at an early age 
and joined heartily with their mother as she labored in our children's meetings in her 
neighborhood. Her progress was rapid and she became a helpful ally to our missionary 
force in her vicinity. When bitter opposition arose Sister Martha felt it keenly and she 



finally decided she could do more effective service to join with those who were less 
opposed to woman's work and were also in sympathy with the doctrine of sanctification. So 
she ceased her affiliation with our organized work. There were other strong Bible women 
in the Woodlawn district to which Sister Martha first belonged, namely, Sisters Bell C., 
Nealy R., Nancy T. and Sarah B. These have all continued steadfast in the faith and can ever 
be relied upon to stand up for the Master's cause as advocated by the Christian women of 
this age. Sister Amanda C. was a power with the children. She had a 
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host of them in Chelsea, N. Memphis, and God used her effectively to teach those children 
the beautiful story of Jesus and his love. Our children's Sunshine Bands and sewing schools 
are very helpful agencies in the Christian training of our children. Much attention is given 
to our children's department. 

Sisters Amanda C. and Hannah J. of Memphis often went with Virginia on her mission tours 
through the country and took great delight in helping to lead their less fortunate sisters and 
brothers to the highway of consistent Christian living. Sister Amanda C. was a devout 
Christian woman, but she had been deprived of all educational advantages; so among the 
first things she did when awakened to her duty as a Christian woman she went to our 
Institute, and soon learned to read her Bible. Never was a soul happier than she when she 
could read her Bible for herself. 

After Virginia had made a number of visits to Sister Hannah's home sufficient to provoke 
the evil minded to warn Hannah's husband against his wife's associating with that mannish 
woman (which many called Virginia), one night Virginia called again to have Sister Hannah 
accompany her to a meeting in her neighborhood. After the women had gone Hannah's 
husband concluded he would go and see what mischief those women were doing. As usual 
God directed his words as Virginia spoke them to that 
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husband's heart; that husband was completely turned around and went home a new man, 
no longer suspicious of our women's work, but one of its best friends and remained true to 
us until death. He soon joined the church and lived a faithful, devoted member, always 
ready to defend and help the women in their special lines of missionary work. Brother 
Johnson even built a tabernacle on his own ground and largely at his own expense, that the 
women might have one place where they would be free to worship the Lord according to 
the dictates of their own consciences, with no preacher or deacon to molest them or make 
them afraid. The last public service on the last day of this good man's life on earth was the 
arranging of that tabernacle for a meeting. Virginia and several other sisters had gone to his 
home to attend the appointed meeting when the summons came that called his wife and 
children to the bedside to which he had been carried after his fall while in the act of getting 



upon his wagon to return home after his day's work was done. He was stricken with a 
paralytic stroke. He was taken to a friend's house near by, where in spite of all the medical 
aid that could be given he departed this life ere the morning light of the next day. He was 
conscious when his wife and children reached him and assured them that it was well with 
his soul. Thus triumphantly, like a 

 
 
62 

warrior fresh from the victory of a battlefield (for only the previous Sunday he had vowed 
his allegiance to God and to the further success of our missionary work, which God had 
used to his soul's salvation), he wrapped the drapery of his couch about him and lay down 
to pleasant dreams. Since Brother Johnson's death Sister H. J. has had many sorrows, but 
through them all God has been gracious and she has been able to realize to the fullness of 
God's promise to be a husband to the widow and a father to the fatherless. 

Sister Nancy T. entered heartily into our mission work and was very helpful in the 
Durhamville district. She made one extended trip with Virginia and another district worker, 
Sister Mattie B. of Trenton. This trip was made through the country partly in a wagon and 
partly on horseback, up hill, down hill, through creeks, valleys and swamps. One of these 
hills was so steep all the missionaries save Sister Mattie B. felt obliged to dismount and 
walk down the rugged slope. When in the saddles again the company traveled on and on 
until eventide brought them to their journey's end for that day. So weary and worn were 
our poor missionaries when they reached their destination they slid down from their 
horses and required help to escort them into the house of the dear sister who awaited 
them. A hearty welcome was extended and every comfort provided that the hostess could 
afford. 
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Our missionaries spent Sunday with Rev. Williams' people and had several blessed 
services. Usually after great suffering or sacrifice a rich spiritual feast awaited our heroine. 
That Sunday meeting in that town on the Mississippi river was not an exception to the rule. 
The missionaries were sufficiently refreshed and edified to begin their return trip Monday 
morning. In seeking some way to pursue their journey they learned that a person was going 
to move to the hills that very day, and they could secure passage in that wagon on top of the 
household goods, for a small foe. The arrangement was made and so we began our travel; 
the day was cold and stormy, rain and snow striving with each other for the mastery. 
Patiently the missionaries made that journey, traveling all day, exposed the inclemency of 
the weather, with no protection save their ordinary winter wraps, which were so hard 
frozen when they reached town at nightfall it took all night to thaw out and dry their 
clothing for the next day's journey. The hardships of this trip was too great for Sister Nancy 
T., and like Mark of old, she returned home from this point, the town of R. Although Sister 



Nancy gave up extended missionary work throughout the district she remained faithful to 
her local Bible Band work until her death. One of the best enlarged pictures of Virginia we 
have ever seen is the one Sister Nancy T. had made and hung 
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upon the wall of the guest chamber of her neat cottage home. 

The other sister, Mattie B., who was accompanying Virginia at this point in our story, was 
courageous and faithful, so she continued on and went with Virginia throughout the bounds 
of the Mississippi and Tennessee central district, and also throughout the western 
Tennessee central district. Sister M. B. on this trip proved that she was able to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. She grew in favor with the people among whom 
she labored and she worked for several years under the appointment of the Western 
Tennessee Central District Association. After a time, because of her husband's business, she 
found it necessary to move to the state of Illinois. However, she continues to labor in 
Sunday school work and the Woman's Missionary Society of her church. Her persistency 
and courage make her one of the best agents for circulating our religious literature we have 
ever had. God has blessed this sister with a kind, indulgent husband who makes her 
comfortable, well furnished home the happiest place on earth to her, but he himself lacks 
the one thing needful, the religion of the Lord Jesus, and we kindly ask that all God's people 
who read this booklet join with us in prayer for his salvation. "For what will it profit a man 
to gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" Like 
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Cornelius of old, Mr. B. has been and is exceedingly kind to the traveling people of God, 
being ever ready to entertain and administer to their temporal necessities. 

Virginia gradually induced her friend Florence P.C. to go with her and learn something of 
the great work the Master was doing through our women, for our women and children. 
Through a few missionary trips, visits and meetings this dear woman saw that God had a 
great work for his female servants to do. Step by step she took hold and God has gently yet 
surely led her forward until now Sister Florence is one of our most efficient and faithful 
Christian workers in all lines of church work. She did excellent work last year as 
corresponding secretary of the woman's Tennessee state convention. She is especially 
interested in our youth; has been a teacher many years and still teaches; does mission 
work, and leads a band of Christian women in a noble effort to establish and foster a home 
for orphans and the aged poor. How like our Lord Jesus, who taught his disciples, was our 
missionary who taught and then accompanied all these dear women in the beginning of 
their missionary careers, thus helping to establish them in the great work of Christian 
missions! Virginia believed that God called all his servants to work, and if she could direct 



 

them how to use the varied gifts God had given them her joy was full, thus to serve and see 
the blessed work of Christ's kingdom 
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grow and multiply through the increase of laborers in the vineyard. Blessed thought is this: 
 

 
"Jesus shall reign, where'er the sun, 
Doth his successive journeys run, 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

 
 

Ere this glorious triumph is realized the servants of God are privileged to labor in the 
Master's vine yard according to their several abilities. Thus laboring, who'll be able to 
rejoice with our Lord when he comes to make up his jewels and divide the spoils with the 
strong. Isa. 53: 1, 12. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Divine Healing. 

 
 

Humbly and reverently do we pen the following experiences that increased Virginia's faith 
in Christ's power to heal our bodily infirmities in this age as when He was here in person. 
The more we study the Bible the more the Holy Spirit enlightens us in its teachings. Virginia 
had often read Mark 16: 17, 18, and hoped to see those truths fulfilled in the experiences of 
her own life. This hope was verily realized. Her own recovery from a serious illness that 
was considered hopeless was her first experience of the Master's power to heal. Glory be to 
God! The brother, John, of whom we've written, had two special attacks of sickness in 
which God's healing power was manifest in his recovery. At one time he had had a bone 
taken from his arm, he became very despondent and was ill at ease because he feared he 
could never use that hand again. One morning Virginia was led of the Lord to give him a 
certain Scripture to read, namely, Jas. 5: 

68 



13, 17, while she went off to school, and it its close brought two of her believing Bible 
women, Sisters Celia J. and Amanda C., to her home to pray with her for her brother's 
recovery. Every act was performed from the clear guidance of the Holy Spirit. At the close 
of the sister's prayers that brother arose from his bed kneeled down and prayed, then sang 
praises to God in the lines or the following song: 

"None but the righteous shall see God." 

The next morning he arose, dressed himself and went to town, using for the first time since 
the operation that hand on his afflicted arm. It was a strange incident that this brother 
went to his friend Smith's home, who also was expecting to have a serious operation 
performed the next day (Sunday). Because Brother John was a medical doctor his friend 
Smith urged him to stay with him and see him through his operation. His case makes us 
think of these suggestive lines of the song writer: 
 

 
"He'll make your great commission known, 
And ye shall prove his gospel true, 
By all the works that He has done, 
By all the wonders ye shall do." 

 
 

The following remarkable incident did occur. That Saturday night Mr. Smith dreamed that 
Virginia came to see him and read her Bible to him. He was so impressed with his dream 
that he narrated it to her brother John, who immediately wrote a letter to 
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his sister, explaining the cause of his failure to return home, telling her also of his friend's 
dream and urging her to come down at once in company with Sister Celia J. and pray for Mr. 
Smith as they did for him. The two women went, read the Word, touching God's power to 
heal, and prayed that God would direct the physicians and in his own way give the needed 
relief to the sick man. The women then left and went to church. The doctors who expected 
to perform the operation came according to their appointment. God had preceded the 
physicians, and brought about such a change in the affected part of the man's body that the 
physicians decided to defer the operation a week later. In the meantime Virginia made 
another visit and again prayed for God's power to be manifest in the healing of the sick 
man. As the effectual fervent prayers of the righteous avail much God healed Mr. Smith 
without the operation ever being performed, which in the physicians' opinion would have 
caused the man's death, so serious was the nature of his case. Mr. Smith still lives to testify 
to what appeared to him a miraculous cure. Simply the fulfillment of God's word and, 
nothing more. Jas. 5: 14, 15. 



The special illness of her brother John, referred to in a previous chapter, when his sister 
Selena tarried in Memphis to wait upon him, was another case in 
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which God's healing power was evident. Brother John had again been operated upon and 
came to the verge of the grave; physicians and loved ones all gave him up, save Virginia, 
who had been assured he would escape death, as it were, by the skin of his teeth; 
accordingly that Sunday of blessed memory when this dear brother lay semi-conscious, 
apparently in the throes of death, Virginia sat at his bedside watching and waiting for the 
manifestation of God's power. Praise the Lord! Her waiting was not in vain. At the close of 
that day of awful suspense and sore distress God's power was manifest. A change for the 
better came, the sick man came to himself, as one awakened from a deep sleep. Soon he 
began to talk. About the first thing he said: "I'm not going now, I have seen that my way is 
clear, but God will not take me now for He has more work for me to do." His recovery to 
health began from that moment. With much tender careand gentle nursing he was restored 
to health. In his extreme weakness it was very painful to move his body in the least, often 
causing him to faint. One day when God had brought special comfort and joy to Virginia 
with this sweet message ringing in her soul; "Every wedding guest must be richly dressed, 
when the King, when the King comes in." She went to her brother's bedside and looking 
steadfastly upon him, her soul lifted in prayer to God 
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for his strength, was enabled finally to say to her sister Selena: "I say with authority you 
can move him now and he will not faint." Glory be to God! Strength was given him, he was 
moved and his clothing changed with blessed results. To God be all the glory! And may his 
Word be magnified through these testimonies. This dear brother was fully restored to 
health and lived a beautiful Christian life of service about three years longer. He was a 
successful physician and had a large practice, but he would ever fill his place in church 
Sunday morning if he had to leave before the service closed. He made a faithful member of 
the church and contributed largely to every need presented. He took delight in entertaining 
the missionary workers, both men and women, feeling that he could not do enough for 
those who were sacrificing their lives for his Master's cause. 

On one occasion Virginia was impressed to call and see her friend, Mrs. G. R., who was 
reported very ill. She talked freely with this friend concerning her affliction and learned 
that her physician had decided there was no hope of her recovery without an operation, 
but because of the extreme heat, as it was midsummer, he hoped to give some remedy that 
would enable her to linger on until fall, when the weather would be more favorable for the 
operation. After hearing the patient's story Virginia asked her if she 
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would like to have her pray for her. Mrs. G. R. readily responded "Yes." A prayer of faith was 
offered and Virginia, in company with her friend, F. P. C., bade their sick friend adieu. Mrs. 
G.R. testified that she was enabled to sit up that very afternoon. She continued to improve 
and was finally restored to health without an operation. She gave God the praise that was 
justly his. This experience of Mrs. G. R. did much to establish faith in the Bible teaching of 
Divine Healing. 

Another of Virginia's friends, Mrs. V. M., was sorely afflicted with rheumatism. Virginia 
happened to call in to see her just at a time she could honor her Master and impress that 
aristocratic family with the reality of the religion of Jesus Christ and the effectiveness of the 
mission work that they had so lightly regarded. Mrs. V. M. was lying in bed and other 
members of the family seated around the bright, cheerful fire. After exchanging a few 
pleasant friendly greetings Virginia offered to pray, which offer was kindly accepted. The 
family all seemed greatly moved and the dear sick friend was greatly relieved, sufficiently 
to get up and expresse herself that she believed God had heard the prayer in her behalf. 

Other illustrations might be given, but the above are sufficient to establish the truth that 
Jesus is the Great Physician, as well as the Great Savior, and it 
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is the lack of faith, wisdom and consecration on the part of God's children that we do not 
have more evidences of God's healing power. 

Notwithstanding we believe in God's power to heal, we would say that does not discard the 
use of means, and hence we believe also in the science and practice of medicine as one of 
the divinely appointed means to man's physical healing. Sometimes in Christ's ministry he 
used means, as in the case of the man born blind, thus justifying the use of means by his 
children. In either instance, with or without the use of means, our life and health are 
dependent upon God's great power. "In him we live and move and have our continual 
being." What privileges are ours to enjoy, as children of the King! 
 

 
"When we walk with the Lord 
In the light of His Word, 
What a glory he sheds on our way, 
When we do His good will, 
He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey." 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Revival Meetings. 

 
 

In our missionary's journeys she often visited churches when engaged in revival meetings. 
She entered as heartily into those services as any others. She ever realized that the chief 
object of all Christian work was the salvation of the souls of men. 

The Durhamville revival of 1890 was one in which the Lord used Virginia very effectively. 
At that meeting she was blessed to see several members of her own family baptized into 
the fellowship of the Baptist church. In the Woodlawn revival much interest prevailed and 
our missionary labored earnestly and persuaded many to accept Jesus through her clear 
and simple presentation of God's plan of salvation and through her fervent prayers. 
Another time a revival meeting was in progress in the First Baptist church, Memphis, and 
Virginia was privileged to labor in it. Several years after one of the young men who was 
converted in that meeting told her that she would 
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never know how God used her to help him in his struggle to cease from sin and accept 
Jesus. While the spiritual part of the church as a whole labor together in our revival 
meetings for the salvation of sinners, we would lay no special stress upon our missionary's 
labors in this particular, and only refer to these special cases to emphasize the importance 
of individual effort in the great work of winning souls to Christ. 

A great revival was in progress in the First Baptist church, Nashville. There was one 
gentleman among those desiring salvation who had attended every revival and heard the 
gospel preached by some of the ablest gospel ministers of this day for more than twenty 
years, all that time expressing a desire to be saved. Rev. N. H. Pius was helping the good 
pastor conduct the revival; the church members were truly awake and taking an active part 
in the services. One night after every plea had been made that seemed necessary this 
anxious friend seemed still in darkness and doubt, when all at once Virginia was moved of 
the Holy Spirit to go forward, kneel beside the man and pray for his conversion. The power 
of the Holy Spirit was manifestly present and the man's heart was so melted under this 
glowing fire of the Holy Spirit that he soon made a bright profession of religion. In telling 
his experience of conversion he said: "I felt if I went to hell after such a prayer 
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was made for my escape it would be warm, indeed, for me." 



A dear young woman at one time was greatly concerned about her salvation and though 
Satan tried hard to hold her she broke away from his pleadings and impelled by an 
irresistible force she came to our missionary for prayer and conference. Another 
consecrated Christian worker, Miss H. K. P., came in about the same time, and she and 
Virginia labored in prayer, song and in conference concerning God's plan of salvation until 
the dear girl was happily converted and went out rejoicing to tell the joyous news of her 
salvation. 

A children's meeting, held at Woodlawn, was another special occasion when our 
missionary had the privilege of leading a number of children to the Savior's loving arms. 
We praise God that the church now encourages the conversion of children. Youth is the 
time, above all others, to come to Jesus for salvation. 

"Remember now thy creator, in the days of thy youth, when the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." This quotation is 
Solomon's injunction to young people, and we would emphasize it with all the power of our 
being. Those who wait late in life to come to Jesus waste many precious days in sin and 
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folly, are less inclined to obey God's laws, and hence often find the Christian life more 
burdensome than joyous. "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you." This quotation is the direct message of Jesus. Virginia 
gives her testimony as one who heeded that command and sayeth, "Verily, verily God hath 
provided all things for her highest development as a Christian." Glory to God! for the 
blessed assurance of being an heir of God, an heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown, 
reserved in Heaven, for all who love Jesus and look for his appearing. These revival seasons 
have been times of special refreshing and spiritual edification to our churches. We thank 
God for any part the dear Lord permitted our missionary to share in them. We would not 
close this chapter without reference to the happy conversion of Brother Summer. He 
became deeply convicted of sin, so much so he could not attend to his daily labor; thus 
burdened, he came into one of our missionary prayer meetings. The sisters were all glad to 
see him in their meeting and they all entered heartily into the service, making Brother 
Summer's conversion the principal object of their prayers. God was present and the 
burdened soul was relieved and his sorrow changed to joy in his acknowledging Jesus as 
his personal Savior. We praise God and give him all the glory 
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for the dear ones herein referred to as being saved in these revival meetings. 

From the testimonies of the converts we have been emboldened to say what we have as to 
our missionary's labors in this great work of winning souls to Christ. Daniel sayeth: "And 



 

they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars forever." 

Whatever we can do in turning men to righteousness let us ever strive to do, for it is God's 
will that in Christ's stead his children on earth should strive to reconcile man to God. 
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CHAPTER X. 
Sanctification. 

 
 

About ten years after the beginning of Virginia's career as missionary the doctrine of 
sanctification began to agitate the Christian church greatly, and our missionary encouraged 
the agitation as her own experience, and her conception of the Bible teaching of that truth 
led her to see the grave need of greater consecration and loyalty to Christ's cause on the 
part of both ministers and laity. A fresh anointing or filling of the Holy Spirit was given 
Virginia to give her the needed courage, wisdom and strength to contend for this truth and 
endure the persecutions that were sure to follow so aggressive a movement. The leading 
advocates of sanctification in some sections were so radical in their views on this subject 
that a wave of persecution spread far and wide, in some places churches were turn asunder 
and new churches were formed under the name of Holiness churches. Virginia bore up 
bravely under her persecution and 
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providentially was removed from the scene of the conflict and brought in touch with more 
advanced Christians, who aided her in getting a clearer idea of the Bible teaching of 
sanctification. Thus she was enabled to adjust much of the growing confusion in the ranks 
of our Bible women, who like herself desired to follow the Lord wholly and at the same 
time retain their membership in their respective churches. We praise God for his presence 
in this special time of need, and for his wonderful deliverance of our missionary from the 
bitter sweet persecution of all her experiences, which at one time seemed a direct aim at 
her earthy existence. Among those who prayed for her special mention should be made of 
the Woodlawn Bible women, who called a special meeting at their church to pray for their 
leader'. God heard their prayers and then and there assured them that they would see their 
sister again standing as usual in their church to tell the blessed story of Jesus and his love. 
Virginia could and did rejoice as one persecuted for righteousness' sake. That experience 
was a source of great spiritual strength, and although while passing through it to depart 
this life and be with Christ was far more preferable than life, she has lived to see God's 
power and wisdom in her deliverance and in prolonging her life on earth for further 
conflict. All glory and praise 
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be given to the mighty God! whose might was manifestly shown in Virginia's deliverance 
and restoration. Many have been led into a closer walk with God, and many more have been 
led to see that God does call his children to a higher plane of consecrated Christian living 
than the nominal church member lives. God not only calls, but has promised power and 
assurance of victory ones temptation to all believers who love him and keep his 
commandments. God wills that his children represent Him on earth, in their daily lives of 
useful service. To do this they must have the power and wisdom from above, that God will 
freely give to those who ask for them. If we know how to give good gifts to our children 
how much more will God give the Holy Spirit to those who ask for Him. The various helpful 
agencies God has provided in preachers, teachers, apostles, prophets and evangelists are all 
sent forth to edify and perfect his people, that they may grow unto the measure of his 
stature of the fullness of Christ unto a perfect man, and be no longer tossed about as 
children by every wind of doctrine. Eph. 4:11, 12, 13. 

May we all see the importance of the constant use of the appointed means of grace, the 
daily study of God's word, humble, faithful prayers, songs of praise and labors of love that 
our spiritual development may continue to be manifestly increased. In time may we 
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all attain unto the perfect man in Christ Jesus, who of God, is made unto us, wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. I Cor. 1:30. Yes, in Christ Jesus all 
believers are sanctified, and according to their faith they become partakers of that grace 
that enables them to stand and testify to his power to save his people from their sins. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
Virginia's Experience in Miss Moore's Fireside School. 

 
 

As has been stated, it seemed to be God's plan for Virginia to move her headquarters. 
Accordingly she and her family moved to the city of her nativity December, 1899. She found 
congenial associates in "Sunshine Home," the headquarters of the Fireside School. We'll call 
this home "The Saints' Retreat," for it served as a resting, edifying and comforting resort for 



our missionary after her great conflict in contending for the great doctrines of Divine 
Healing and Sanctification. 

For three years she labored in this school as one of Miss Moore's secretaries, assistant 
editor of Hope, and six months as supervisor of the work. For six months Miss Moore had a 
colored board of directors to direct her Fireside School. At that time she planned to transfer 
the management of her work to the colored people, as her own physical strength was 
failing. At 
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her suggestion that board appointed Virginia as supervisor. 

The experience of that six months was altogether satisfactory; the directors held regular 
monthly meetings, heard the various reports of the workers as to condition of work and 
gave the supervisor and secretaries wise counsel and substantial encouragement whenever 
they came to present the work to their churches. The supervisor not only visited local 
churches of all denominations but the ministers' conferences and such other general 
bodies, either state or national, that met during those six months. Everywhere she went the 
work was endorsed and the literature circulated. The C. M. E. General conference met that 
spring in Nashville. Virginia, as supervisor of the Fireside School, was given a patient 
hearing. After her address many congratulations were extended her and the Fireside 
School recommended in most gracious terms. 

Miss Moore's life was so thoroughly absorbed in her Fireside School that she was ill at ease 
all the while she was testing her new plan (as her letters clearly indicate). After six months 
she returned and made a new proposition to her board of directors relative toward their 
assuming the financial responsibility of the work, which responsibility she still carried per 
agreement. The ministers constituting her board, most of whom were carrying the great 
burden of church 
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edifice building debt, decided that they could not assume other financial burdens; hence 
they all withdrew from the board and the Fireside School was again under the sole 
management of Miss J.P. Moore. 

Virginia's experience in this work was very helpful; she regards it as her post course in 
Bible study for missionary activity in all its phases. The inmates of Sunshine Home at this 
time were earnest, devout, intelligent Christian women, whose lives were a benediction to 
every church in the city of Nashville in which they labored. Missionary meetings, children's 
meetings, Sunday school work, and house to house visiting were weekly services in which 
all these good women were expected to engage. Besides this the daily routine of work 
consisted in letter writing, mailing Hope and other literature, bookkeeping and 
housekeeping. The Wednesday afternoon consecration meeting was looked forward to as 
the special service of the week to meditate upon the deep things of God as the Holy Spirit 



revealed them to us in our daily Bible study; it was also a service when special prayers 
were offered for those blessed meetings, of sweet communions and fellowship with those 
of kindred minds. 

Several of God's chosen and tried children, both white and colored, came to the Wednesday 
afternoon consecration services. We would have you know the 
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three other dear young women who served as secretaries at that time; their names are 
Henrietta K. Patrick, Mary G. Gibson and Joanna Greenlee. Sister M. H. Flowers was then the 
city missionary. We never knew a controversy to disturb the love and beautiful 
companionship of those dear women, whom God used to do a very gracious and acceptable 
service in promoting the Fireside School work. Before concluding this brief report of 
Virginia's special experience in the Fireside School, for indirectly she has been laboring in it 
and for it since her first meeting Miss Moore in January, 1886, we must say the Fireside 
School stands for Daily Bible study and Christian living consistent with the teachings of that 
blessed book of God. Then of course it stands for holiness of heart and purity and 
cleanliness of bodily actions; as a result of surrender and obedience to God's directions 
given by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

God has provided the power of the Holy Spirit to keep us, and He assures us if we walk in 
the Spirit we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Gal. 5:16. Acts 1:8. I Pet. 1:5. So wisely and 
righteously has this Fireside School work been managed that it has stemmed the tide of 
every wave of opposition. The founder ever urged her constituents to stand by their 
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churches and not desert them when the spirit of dissolution and separation ran high, 
because of the misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the Bible teaching of holiness. 

The principles of this Bible school have been thoroughly tested by the fires of cruel 
criticism and oppression, but they were founded upon God's sure word of the truth, and 
today they stand forth "as clear as the sun and as terrible as an army with banners." 

We praise God, with Miss Moore, the great founder of the Fireside School, the most efficient 
agency God has given us, to develop the home life of our people, that the day has dawned 
when thoughtful Christians see the necessity of magnifying God's Word in its entirety, and 
are pleading with men everywhere to accept the Bible, God's blessed book of truth, for it 
verily is the power of God unto salvation to all who believe it. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
Virginia's Work Extended. 

 
 

From the fireside school work Virginia was called to state mission work. A new field of 
operations was at once entered upon, and other good men and women were reached who 
gladly embraced the opportunity to engage in our organized mission work. In the East Fork 
District Sister Crocker was found possessed of great zeal to work and has striven hard to do 
what she could, but had been greatly hindered. Virginia was enabled to help her specially 
and all the Christian women of that district generally by instructing them as to the Bible 
idea of woman's work. Thus the way was opened in the East Fork District for those women 
who were impelled by the Holy Spirit to do our Lord's blessed work. Sisters Crocker and 
Bell, who had been spiritually awakened, praised God that he opened the way for them to 
exercise their Spiritual gifts ere they died. A great work was begun in Clarksville through 
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Virginia and her associate worker, M. H. Flowers. This work has grown to such proportions 
that a stationed missionary has been located there through the kindness of the W. B. H. M. 
Society. Mrs. M. H. Flowers was permitted by this society to foster that work for a short 
while, then Miss R. J. Carter, of New York, was sent there. She has enlarged and 
strengthened the mission work in that city and vicinity until its helpfulness is 
acknowledged by the surrounding country. The following lines of work are successfully 
engaged in at our mission station in Clarksville: A woman's Bible class is taught; a 
missionary society does effective local district and state work; an art class and nurse 
training class are taught for special benefit of our young women; domestic science is taught 
to all the women; domestic science is taught to all the women; children's kindergarten, 
industrial school, temperance band and mission Sunday school are all operated under the 
management of our most efficient missionary, Miss R. J. Carter. This mission also sustains 
three workers who travel far and near, building up and enlarging the work of this mission. 
Steps are being taken to purchase ground and establish the mission on a permanent 
location. We ask our readers' prayers for the continued success of this noble endeavor. As 
Virginia traveled on toward the East several towns were visited, missionary societies 
organized, and our women encouraged to join our great organized for evangelizing the 
world. 
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Sister D. Furgerson of M. has developed into an efficient helper. Another sister of that town 
has shown much courage and perseverance. We hope success may crown her efforts. 



Further on Virginia found a faithful little woman in Wartrace just waiting for some 
encouragement to go forward in her Lord's work, even as Simeon waited to see the Lord 
Jesus. A great meeting was held at that point, the good pastor joining heartily with our 
missionary in conducting a series of meetings that proved a blessing to the church. Quite a 
number of children were happily converted. The missionary society was organized, and it 
began at once to improve the dilapidated condition of everything about the church. This 
new life soon spread throughout the church, and the church edifice was soon changed, the 
improvements being so great one would scarcely recognize it as the same house only for its 
location. At S., another wide-awake Sister Bell was found. She took hold of our woman's 
work earnestly from the very first. As we expected, she has developed into a strong worker 
and is now traveling throughout the Elk River District strengthening and enlarging our 
mission work. Virginia continued her journey eastward encouraging and enlisting 
volunteers into the Master's service. T. is the next town she visited. Though a small town a 
more active and faithful band 
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of Christian women would be hard to find than those who enlisted in our work in T. God 
blessed that society with a good president, Mrs. J. Simmons, to be gin with, which means so 
much to any new organization. The work grew steadily upward under her management. 
The work grew steadily upward under her management. The women have developed 
beautifully; they have done good work in their own town relieving the sick and needy; they 
have contributed to our woman's work in the district, state and national organizations, and 
sent representatives to all these general conventions. Too much cannot be said in praise of 
this useful, influential society of Christian women. They were ever careful regarding the 
entertainment of their missionary, at one time even giving her a special reception as a mark 
of their high appreciation of her services in their behalf. 

Virginia made her next stop at D. While this place has been slow in taking hold of our work 
it has finally fallen in line and we all rejoice to see the fruit that now appears after years of 
toil and care in that Mrs. Wm. S. has become so interested in missions as to be made 
president of the district and then attended our National Convention as its representative. 
Truly "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." Ps. 126: 6. We found a strong young woman 
in W. God has used her for several 
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years to hold our work intact in that town and do some excellent work. This society has 
ever expressed its gratitude to our missionary in such tangible form that she could not 
doubt for a moment that they hold her in loving remembrance. The district missionary, 
Mrs. J.S., accompanied Virginia as far as C., another small town, where she held several 



meetings, organized the women and left them rejoicing that God had given women 
something they could do to advance his kingdom. 

S. P. is a little rugged mountainous town, beautiful for situation, with the lofty picturesque 
mountains on the north and the peaceful flowing river on the south. Here Virginia stopped 
again. She had an overflow meeting at this place. A most graceful introduction was made by 
a friend who had known her for years, and thus every preliminary for a helpful interesting 
meeting was provided. The Lord blessed Virginia's effort and a strong missionary society 
was organized; the work has grown steadily all these years, and is now one of the strongest 
societies of the Elk River District. Further on the historic city of C. was reached. Here our 
missionary work and the good women of C. were well prepared for the splendid work they 
are now doing under the efficient management of the stationed missionaries, whom the W. 
B. H. M. society has located there. Our missionary has only felt it 
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necessary for her to stop occasionally here, say a word of cheer, and get new inspiration 
from the reports these dear women are ever ready to render. The W.C.T.U. work of that 
town demands a part of Virginia's service, and she is always welcome, and will stop as she 
journeys through the state if only a few hours to meet the sisters associated in this great 
reformatory work. 

Another little town farther east has accepted our work, but little progress has been made 
from lack of some capable woman to lead. London is a town that must be mentioned 
because of one faithful woman there who, like the Shunamite woman of old, had a room of 
her house set apart for God's traveling servants, where they could go at any time and be 
heartily welcomed. Frequent changes of pastors have kept the church of L. so unsettled that 
our work has been greatly retarded. The next stop was made in the great city of K. Our 
churches there accepted the woman's work from its incipiency. Strong workers have been 
developed. Great results of work done are annually reported by the representatives of our 
two largest and most progressive churches of that city. These two societies minister largely 
to the up building of their own churches, to our school in East Tennessee, and to the 
general organized mission work throughout the district, state and nation. Virginia has so 
many homes in K. she can rarely ever stay there 
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long enough to satisfy the wishes of those who wish to entertain her. Dear Sister Hamilton, 
who is a tower of strength for our work throughout the state and nation, is specially noted 
for her hospitality. The people of God are ever welcome at her home; also at Sister 
Dobson's. These sisters' kind husbands join heartily with them in caring for God's servants 
in their lovely houses. The W.C.T.U. of this town is also a power for good and never fails to 
come at the call of the president to hear any message Virginia may have for them on her 



annual visits as the president of Tennessee W.C.T.U. No.2. From the delights and 
encouragement enjoyed in K., where our work is flourishing, the missionary journeys on to 
the less favored regions beyond. She only stopped where invitations or instructions 
warranted a stop. The school at Johnson City is of special interest, accordingly a missionary 
society and children's band were organized there. The school has already been greatly 
blessed through these auxiliary bodies. Three mining towns were visited in this section. 
The missionary found the people attentive and appreciative while she delivered her 
message to them. They readily accepted our work and gave us substantial encouragement 
by contributing liberally to our missionary's expenses and taking her literature. At Raven C. 
the miners entered heartily into the services and sang such sweet 
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songs that our missionary would gladly have tarried long with them. In this trip Virginia 
learned much of the miners' lives and realized more fully the dangers to which the miners 
are exposed that we might have the fuel and light necessary to our bodily comfort. God has 
abundantly provided coal and given man the needed skill to secure it. Let us praise God for 
this bountiful provision, and pray for the protection of those who go down into the deep 
mines to secure it. Truly God is good and his love is beyond our understanding. "He that 
spared not his only begotten Son, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?." 

From J. C., in company with Rev. H., the superintendent of state missions, and others, 
Virginia went to a district association at Flat Woods. A long, tedious journey of many hours' 
ride through the country, brought us to the place of meeting at eventide. Virginia was a 
stranger in this section and all were anxious to see her and hear her speech, since she had 
been so highly recommended to this association by the superintendent of missions. 
Accordingly an opportunity was soon given her to speak. She was introduced by Rev. H., 
whose knowledge of her work enabled him to speak so full and free that every obstacle was 
removed and greater freedom of speech was never given our missionary before. The Lord 
used her most 
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effectively while she gave the Bible authority for women's mission work. The vast 
congregation was held spellbound throughout her discourse. The pastor of that church was 
one of the leaders of that district. Until that time the confessed that he had been a doubting 
Thomas with many others of his brethren as to woman's ability to deliver a Bible message, 
but he was then thoroughly convinced and has proven to be a faithful supporter of our 
cause throughout that section of country ever since. Virginia made many staunch friends 
for our cause and her labors did much to cement the work of union and cooperation 
between the associations of East and West that had been effected by Superintendent H. 
Rev. Breedlove, a young man dearly beloved by his brethren for his Christian seal and piety, 



pastored more than a hundred miles further in the mountains, and he became so interested 
in the woman's work as presented by Virginia that he urged her to come to his church as 
early as possible. Consequently a tour of that whole section was planned for the month of 
December to be made in company with the superintendent of missions who had visited 
that section before and knew its dearth and hardships. As the superintendent expected our 
deprivations began as soon as we left M. One day we had only a few cents above our 
railroad fare and that was used to purchase a little fruit, the superintendent saying, "We 
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need some refreshment and what we have will not carry us to another point." That often 
occurs in the missionary's life. Virginia remembers even going to the depot without having 
enough money to buy her ticket, but the Lord ever provided, "For man's extremity is God's 
opportunity." Superintendent H. and Virginia arrived in Johnson City late in the evening, 
and found no one awaiting them, and beside, the church was in a most confused condition, 
wrangling over the call or discharge of the pastor. After considerable stir and parleying a 
lodging place was given the missionaries for that night. Virginia attended the services next 
day and according to her custom took an active part, beginning in the Sunday school at 9 
a.m. The unfavorable condition of affairs made this first visit somewhat discouraging, but 
the missionary society was organized and from subsequent visits and reports that work 
has grown and developed into one of the strongest societies in the state of Tennessee. God 
has some female servant's in Johnson City, who are truly awakened to their duties as 
Christians. Their interest and development have been frequently manifest in the 
substantial support of all the objects of organization. Our missionaries journeyed on to 
Elizabethton, where Moderator Breedlove resided. He gave them a warm, hearty welcome 
and although his church edifice had been swept away by a terrific flood, 
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our missionaries held a blessed service in the school house, which was packed to its 
uttermost capacity. God blessed the service with showers of blessings. All rejoiced, sang 
and praised God, in testimonies, praise, prayer and contributions to the cause. One aged 
man who lived several miles in the country remained over night and called early next 
morning to have our missionary pray for him. She was glad God had awakened the dear 
man, and she prayed and reasoned with him from God's World as best she could, and then 
left him with the fond hope that a man who had such faith as was evidence by that aged 
brother would be duly rewarded. From this point our missionaries began their return trip. 
They stopped again at Johnson City where they had been so badly disappointed. The 
friends made every apology for the coolness of Saturday night's reception, and perfect 
satisfaction was given. The next stop was made at White Pine, where Rev. Thomas has 
charge of a flourishing congregation. Rev. T. had failed to make the appointment and only a 
few persons came out the first night of the meeting, hence the pastor prevailed on the 



 

superintendent to tarry a night longer, as our missionaries were so impoverished a good 
meeting was absolutely necessary unless the pastor could provide some other way for their 
expenses. 
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Superintendent H. and the neighbors' children gathered cedar and holly bushes the day 
they tarried in White Pine, and our missionaries made beautiful Christmas wreaths, 
desiring to carry something to gladden the dear ones at home. Conditions in that section 
were such that our missionaries counted it a special Providence to get railroad fare to their 
homes. Superintendent H. made a touching plea for missions in this sermon, and Virginia 
sang a suggestive hymn and then emphasized the points that were calculated to stir the 
audience to do their full duty as far as they were able on that special occasion. Pastor 
Thompson was especially helpful; other help came to the missionaries in their homeward 
journey. One brother even came to the railroad station and brought a contribution he had 
collected from the Morristown church. These valiant herald of the cross reached their 
homes in due season, rejoicing that God counted them worthy to suffer some for his dear 
Name's sake. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
Places of Special Interest Visited. 

 
 

In the last National Baptist Convention that Dr. Wm. J. Simmons attended in Louisville, Ky., 
Virginia spoke on the subject, "The Ideal Woman." Prov. 31: 10-3. With other Bible women 
she contended for a woman's separate and distinctive organization in 1890. Dr. Simmons, 
however, did not approve that idea because he thought the men and women working 
together would do more effectual work. Because of Dr. Simmons' objection the Kentucky 
women, who were then doing a successful educational work, did not encourage a woman's 
auxiliary convention, hence the idea was suspended for that time. A few years later the idea 
was again advanced in Atlanta, Ga., in the historic Baptist church once pastored by Rev. 
Quarls (the same place that Spelman Seminary began its splendid work for girls under the 
management of Misses Packard and Giles). There the women agreed they could do better 
work through a woman's general 
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organization, whereupon the Baptist women organized a national woman's convention. 
The next year when the N. B. convention met in St. Louis, Mo., by the counsel of the 



brethren, the woman's auxiliary national convention was disbanded and women were 
placed on the various boards of N. B. C. 

In the meantime our faithful missionary with many other good women continued to attend 
the great annual gatherings of N. B. convention, going to Savannah, Ga., Washington, D.C., 
and Montgomery, Ala., ever making a plea in defense of woman's work, and seeking 
encouragement toward a woman's national organization. Finally sufficient encouragement 
was given through Rev. L.G. Jordan, secretary of Foreign Mission Board of N. B. convention, 
for a few women to come together in Richmond, Va., in 1900, and effect a woman's 
convention auxiliary to N. B. convention. 
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The following officers were then elected: 

Mrs. S. W. Layton, Philadelphia, Pa., president. 

Mrs. P. J. Bryant, Atlanta, Ga., vice-president. 

Mrs. V. W. Broughton, Nashville, Tenn., recording secretary. 

Miss N.H. Burroughs, Louisville, Ky., corresponding secretary. 

Miss S. C. V. Foster, Montgomery, Ala., treasurer. 

These officers have all, except the treasurer, served in their respective offices for the past 
six years continuously, thus showing the wisdom of the good women constituting our N.B. 
convention, and also the fitness of the officers for their positions. 

An effort was again made in Cincinnati the next year after this organization was effected in 
Richmond to disband it, but the women took a decided stand to hold their organization 
intact, and they began earnestly to plan, pray and work to prove the wisdom of their 
decision. Every year since has brought stronger proof through the unprecedented success 
attained that we made a wise decision. The Birmingham meeting is memorable, not only for 
the sad disaster that occurred through the false alarm of fire, but also from the determined 
and successful effort of our women to build a brick house in Africa for their beloved 
representative, Miss E. B. Delaney, who had suffered so intensely from two attacks of the 
fearful 
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African fever that so many foreigners succumb under. The Birmingham meeting also 
marked the beginning of a regular course of Bible lessons to be developed by Virginia, who 
was made educational secretary of the Woman's Auxiliary Convention at that meeting for 



that special purpose. The course was to be taught by circulation of lesson outlines on topic 
cards and their exposition in "The Union," the organ of the N.B. convention. 

The next annual convention met in Philadelphia, Pa. This meeting was attended with 
increased interest, market progress had been made along all lines, unholy ambitions and 
jealousies also appeared that marred the harmony and peace to some extent. The meeting 
in Austin, Tex., made a goodly number of friends for the race. One white gentleman, who 
had resided in the South for a number of years as teacher in one of our institutions, 
remarked: "This woman's convention gives me more hope for the race than anything I have 
witnessed since I came South." Even the street car conductors, who are generally uncouth 
and unkind toward our race in the South, reversed their usual methods and sang the 
praises of our delegation by saying they had never carried more orderly crowds on their 
lines. The crowds were truly immense, yet no disturbances of any kind occurred during the 
five days of our meetings. The great western 
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metropolis, Chicago, Ill., as was the next place of meeting for the N.B. convention. This 
meeting was specially memorable because of the presence of our returned missionary, Miss 
E.B. Delaney, and the glowing report she brought of her experiences in that dark land. All 
were touched by her pathetic story and a liberal contribution was given her. Her native 
boy, Daniel, who had walked several hundred miles through the jungle of Africa to learn 
more of her Jesus, also greeted us in Chicago, and added greatly to the interest of our 
foreign mission work. An industrial exhibit to show the skill of our women in plain and 
fancy needle work was another special feature of the Chicago meeting, which brought 
considerable revenue to our treasury. Virginia had the added pleasure of visiting her 
beloved sisters, Gray and Peyton, in their lovely homes while in the Windy City. Her 
brother-in-law, Rev. Gray, of whom we have spoken as being so devoted to his sister 
Virginia, took unusual delighting administering to her comfort and encouraging her 
interests, both in and out of the convention. Virginia often praises God for the many lovely 
remembrances and kindly actions of that courageous brother-in-law she delights to call 
brother William. Her sister Annie's little daughter Lucile was among the first to shake her 
hand and extend congratulations after her 
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election again as recording secretary. Such little things are among the joys of life that cheer 
the weary pilgrims on their heavenly way. 

The last of these annual gatherings we will refer to convened in Memphis, Tenn. This was 
the overflow meeting. A large cotton shed was the only available place large enough to 
accommodate the vast crowds that gathered from day to day. The woman's convention, 
however, convened in the new spacious audience room of the St. John Baptist Church. The 



message of cheer and good will extended by Miss M.G. Burdette, representative of W. B. H. 
M. S., was a special feature of the Memphis meeting. She paid a high tribute to the character 
of our women in that she said of all the sixty odd women of our race that had served under 
the commission of W. B. H. M. S. not one had betrayed her trust. 

The African exhibit, arranged by Miss Delaney, and the Star Musical Concert, illustrative of 
native African and American Negroes, were also pleasing features of the Memphis 
convention. Mrs. J.P. Moore's motherly talk was heartily received, and her testimony to the 
faithfulness and purity of Negro womanhood, as she knew it from forty years personal 
contact, as perhaps no other white woman in the world had had, made us feel like taking up 
the struggle of life anew, and though every outlook be dark and drear we would take the 
uplook and press onward to the goal. 
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Virginia has not only served her people as teacher, editor, missionary and officer in 
benevolent and religious institutions; she has also enjoyed the rare privilege of 
representing them in the great Northern Baptist Anniversary meeting in Saratoga, N.Y., and 
other northern meetings of which mention has been made. Besides these meetings she also 
had the privilege to represent her sisters and keep the record of a meeting held by the 
Woman's Missionary Union of the Southern Baptist Convention when it met in Nashville, 
Tenn., May, 1904. Regarding this meeting, in justice to Virginia, we must say when the 
press reporter came to take a minute of the proceedings Miss Annie Armstrong, 
corresponding secretary of the M. U., said to the reporter,"If Mrs. B. (our Virginia) will take 
the record it can't be improved upon, for she takes the best minutes I ever heard." The 
reporter committed his work to Virginia upon the suggestion of Miss A.A. We are pleased to 
say he reported her record "verbatim, et literatim et punctuation." 

Virginia's visits to Tibee Beach, on the Atlantic near Savannah, Ga., and to Atlantic City, N.J., 
were moments of unusual delight, as those were her first opportunities to contemplate 
God's glory and might, as seen in the dashing spray of the mighty deep, which the great 
waves, rolling up and down, dash against 
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the shore and sprinkle those who chance to stand near by. No wonder the Psalmist says: 
"They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters, these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep." The many experiences of travel, though 
often trying and discouraging to the heralds of the cross are excellent means in God's hands 
for Christian development. Our sister gained much needed wisdom, courage and faith 
through these many missionary journeys she has been privileged to make. Time and space 
forbid us telling any of these experiences in detail and indeed many journeys and incidents 
as interesting as any herein related are not mentioned at all. God has the record in full, and 



 

will give just reward to all who in any way have helped or been helped during these twenty 
years of Virginia's active missionary life, of which we are giving only a brief sketch. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
The John C. Martin Bible Movement. 

 
 

While making a missionary tour through Clarksville and vicinity Virginia met Dr. S.G. Miller, 
the representative of "The John C. Martin Educational Fund," a new movement that had for 
its specific object the development of the moral and religious life of our people through the 
systematic study of the Bible. We do not wonder that Virginia was delighted to learn that 
God had raised up a man to prosecute the work that she had so long endeavored to 
encourage as outlined by Miss J.P. Moore's Fireside school plan. 

Dr. S.G. Miller, noting Virginia's interest upon a lengthy interview concerning her work and 
that Mr. Martin was endeavoring to establish, solicited her co-operation and expressed a 
wish to have her services as lecturer and organizer. When the woman's department was 
inaugurated, Virginia began to use the 
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"Bulletin," the organ of this movement in her institute work. From her first month's report 
which consisted of outlines of sermons, and answers to questions on the month's Bible 
study, Dr. Miller was so agreeably surprised to find any Negro woman so well versed in 
Bible history, that he wrote her that she should have the first consideration in 
appointments for the woman's department of the Bible institute work. Accordingly in May, 
1905, while attending the Alabama State Bible Institute, Virginia was appointed lecturer for 
woman's department of "The J.C. Martin Educational Fund." Her work was highly 
complimented and approved by both the management and the people among whom she 
labored. She traveled, lectured and organized women's unions throughout the states of 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Kentucky and Illinois. These unions were expected to meet regularly and discuss the Bible 
lessons of the month as outlined in the Bulletin, and report their work monthly to 
headquarters. 

Our people en masse are so unaccustomed to such work, lacking the needed training to 
succeed without some teacher or leader to constantly stimulate and instruct them that they 
failed to report as desired, both the men in their local institutes and the women in their 
unions. Hence Mr. Martin decided to transfer 
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his efforts to our Christian institutions of learning altogether and thus help pin the religious 
development of the youth of the race upon whom the future of the race so largely depends. 
This work added much to Virginia's experience from the great opportunity given to visit 
the schools of people. She is naturally optimistic, being often heard to say in meetings, 
"Praise the Lord!" Her hope for the future of her people was brightened as she was the 
great army of Negro youth gathered in our schools and colleges throughout this country, 
under the best instructors, using the most improved methods of education ever known to 
mankind. What may we not expect? Educators have all realized that they must develop the 
whole man; his threefold nature must be developed and so the new education proposes to 
help the youth find out all his possibilities and to prepare him to assert them. The fact that 
the Bible is being magnified and made a part of the regular curriculum of our institutions of 
learning is chief cause of Virginia's hope for better things. Any nation is blessed whose God 
is the Lord, and those who honor God will be honored of God. The Psalmist says: "Thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name." Ps. 138;2. Surely when the people of God magnify 
his word by studying, teaching and obeying it God's favor will rest upon them. "No weapon 
that is formed against them will prosper. This 
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is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." 
Is. 54:17. 

During Virginia's visits to the schools in the interest of the John C. Martin Bible movement, 
she visited the A. & M. College, Normal, Ala., of which the distinguished Prof. W.H. Council is 
president, a man who has been foremost in contending for the education of his people 
along intellectual, industrial and religious lines, and for their peaceful and friendly 
cooperation with the white people of the Southland, among whom they dwell, to make this 
country bloom and blossom as a rose by developing its rich resources of mineral and 
agricultural wealth. During her visit to this institution President Council and his faculty 
were greatly impressed with Virginia as a most capable and effective Bible teacher. So ere 
she departed the president asked her to consider the wisdom of returning to Normal 
should she take up the Bible work as outlined for schools and colleges. Thus the Lord 
provided for the next step in our missionary's career. 

 
 
112 



 
CHAPTER XV. 
One Year's Work in the Agricultural and Mechanical 

 
 

College, Normal, Ala. 

In September, 1906, Virginia found herself again engaged in the regular work of the school 
room in the A. & M. College, Normal, Ala. She met a friendly, sociable corps of teachers, all 
apparently deeply interested and ready for the service as outlined by the management of 
the institution and its honorable board of directors. 

The president's zealous labors of more than thirty years to make the A. & M. College the 
grand school it now is have been well rewarded in the success attained and he now lives to 
enjoy some of the rich fruits of his early seed sowing. For natural beauty Normal can 
scarcely be surpassed. It is situated in North Alabama upon the south side of one of the 
spurs of the Cumberland mountains, which greatly protect the school buildings from the 
full force of 
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the northern winds in winter. The campus is so elevated, situated as it is on the mountain 
side, that one from this point can view all the surrounding country for miles away. The 
lights in the city of Huntsville, four miles distant, can be easily seen at night. Beautiful green 
grass covers the mountain side upon which the buildings are erected as with a carpet of 
green. Evergreen, shade and fruit trees of various kinds adorn the ground, and fruit trees of 
various kinds adorn the grounds, and beds of flowers and potted plants appear here and 
there, adding much to the natural picturesque scenery of Normal. The most careless 
observer that passes is attracted by this scene or beauty. Two railroad stations are adjacent 
to the grounds and furnish ample accommodation for the ingress and egress of students. 
There are fourteen buildings for the work of the institution besides the president's home 
and four cottages for teachers' families. Much emphasis is placed upon industrial education 
and all students are given opportunity to learn two or more trades. The literary school 
furnished three courses, preparatory, normal and college, and all students are required to 
take two or more studies for their intellectual training. 

Bible study is also emphasized and made a special department of the institution's work. 
The state, however, makes no appropriation for Bible department. For the lack of some 
definite support the department 
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is crippled to some extent, as sufficient time cannot be given to fully develop it. 



Virginia has found the young people even more interested in their Bible study than she 
expected, as so few young people have been shown the importance of Bible study as a part 
of their educational training. Bible class work is somewhat new in many of our schools. 
"The Students' Bible Course" of "The John C. Martin Educational Fund" has been pursued 
with blessed results. 

Books were secured in November, 1906, and the students entered heartily into the 
systematic study of "The Life of Christ," as recorded in the Gospels. With this perfect 
threefold system of education carried on in the A. & M. College, Normal, Ala., under the 
management of that excellent leader of men, President W. H. Council, and his able corps of 
teachers, our youth are compelled to be prepared for the arduous duties of life that await 
them. 

Virginia entered into the inner life of the school at once; she was made superintendent of 
the Sunday school at the beginning of the school year, supervisor of the Y. W. C. A. and Bible 
teacher in the Normal and College Departments, while Rev. Dr. Brooke gave Bible lessons 
two days of each week to the entire school. In November Virginia was given the entire class 
work of Bible study throughout the school. She 
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was thus enabled to come in close touch with all the young people and help them in their 
religious life. Blessed privilege! She believes many have been led to appreciate the beauty 
and loveliness of the true Christian life; several have accepted Jesus as their personal 
Saviour and have begun to testify of his love and join heartily in the work of the public 
religious services. Many can be dependent upon to present a creditable exercise for a 
religious service whenever requested. Special Bible instructions have been given to those 
aspiring for the ministry and missionary work, thus enabling our young ministers to give 
the schools several practical, theoretical and acceptable sermons at the Sunday morning 
services, the principal church service of the day. Much attention is also given to elocution 
and music as complements to the more solid and arduous work of the Institution. Every 
class in its respective order presents a weekly rhetorical program. Honorable rivalry exists 
that causes the classes to vie with each other for excellence in those weekly exercises. 
There are also four literary societies, the Peabody, Douglas, Adelphic and Phyllis Wheatly. 
Each Friday evening one of these literary societies entertains the school with an excellent 
program of a literary and musical character. The social side of life is also given its share of 
consideration. Occasionally a social is tendered the student body. 
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One of special interest was given in November as a reward to the students for faithful 
service in aiding the farm manager to gather the cotton from the fields, when help could not 
be secured for love nor money. The students volunteered their services and went to the 



fields in large numbers and soon had all the cotton gathered. The teachers or Normal have 
a "Round Table," a social and literary meeting, every two weeks, and thus every one is kept 
busily engaged in art and science, both theoretical and applied; in literature, profane and 
sacred, ancient and modern, and music, both vocal and instrumental, according to their 
respective adaptabilities and capabilities. The Bran Band, under the efficient direction of 
Prof. L. W. Hammond, was a great success this year. In short, Normal A. & M. College is a 
regular beehive of humanity, and the king bee is sure to drive out all drones if for no other 
reason that self-defense. 

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, Emancipation Day, Washington's birthday and Easter were 
all appropriately celebrated at Normal, with helpful instructive and inspiring exercise. 

Prof. W. S. Peyton introduced several healthful amusements in the line of sports on 
Thanksgiving Day. As interest grows in this feature of college life, it is hoped the baseball 
team of Normal will be prepared 
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to contest successfully with the teams of any of our southern colleges. 

A standing committee, representing the various colleges from which the teachers 
graduated, namely, Dr. Annie B. Marsh, A. & M. College; Mrs. V. W. Broughton, Fisk 
University; Prof. W. S. Peyton, Lake Forest; Miss M.G. Gibson, Tongaloo; Mrs. C.B. Hamilton, 
Wilberforce; Miss F. T. Johnson, Walden; Mrs. H.M.F. Archer, Niagara Falls, was appointed 
to arrange programs for all special occasions. Hence much praise is due said committee for 
the excellence and suggestiveness of the programs for each of the special occasions 
referred to. Vice-President Hopkins, who largely had the management of the school in hand 
this year, owing to the impaired health of President Council, was found to be most genial 
and courteous, ever ready to relieve and assist the teachers in their arduous duties, being 
made arduous because of the small teaching force provided for the work to be done. Prof. 
Hopkins' years of experience in the school room enabled him to do the work in the class 
room whenever necessary, as well as do the more responsible work of directing the entire 
work of the institution. 

Virgina counted herself favored to be associated with such a corps of faithful teachers in 
this particular school year of 1906 and 1907 for many reasons, one especially she would 
mention, namely: Led by 
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President Councill with a liberal donation these associated teachers and students of A. & M. 
College donated a large per cent of the expense of her trip abroad, wither she was 
delegated by the Woman's Convention Auxiliary to N. B. Convention to attend the World's 
International Sunday-school Convention. This trip prevents her closing the year's report in 



 

full. She will leave her unexpired term to be filled by her daughters, Mrs. E. B. Sykes, if she 
is required to supply a substitute. The commencement alone remains unreported. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
Songs and Texts of Special Significance in Virginia's 
Twenty Years' Experience. 

 
 

Virginia says she has no special gift to sing, but she does have the spirit of praise, and God 
has taught her many lessons through songs. A few of which we will record in part, giving 
their special significance to her: 
 

 
"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word; 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?" 

 
 

All of this beautiful song, of which we quote one verse, was given Virginia in her call to 
mission work, hence her devotion to God's Word. As the years have passed by she has been 
able to see every phase of that song realized in her many experiences, and today her faith 
mounts up, as if on eagle wings, and causes her to rejoice, whenever that song is sung. 

120 

 
 

 
"O, for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame: 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb" 

 
 

This song was given as a spur to urge her on her first missionary trip from her home city. 
She verily needed help, for the trip must be made up the Mississippi river by boat, and 



Virginia was fearful to take it and would have doubtless given it up had not the dear Lord 
cheered and urged her forward through the above song and the following message: 

"God is on the water as well as on the land". 

She clearly saw her need of a closer walk with God would she do the work committed her! 
On a certain occasion a request was sent to the missionary training class of the Bible and 
Normal Institute by a very sick man that the Bible women come pray for him. Virginia made 
known the request to the class and secured a promise from five of the sisters to accompany 
her to the sick man's home. The following song of triumph was given her the morning of 
that day the visit was planned. The song thrilled and 
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filled Virginia's soul so that she was humming it all the day and thus prepared for effective 
service: 
 

 
"O, thou God of my salvation, 
My redeemer from all sin, 
While the angel choirs are singing, 
Glory to the Great I Am, 
I with them will still be vying, 
Glory, glory to the Lamb! 
Soul and body, soul and body, 
Shall thy glorious image bear." 

 
 

The visit was made in the afternoon. The sisters all prayed, God's word was explained and 
God's presence was manifest to the edification of all present, and the conversation of the 
sick man. Ere the sisters could make a second visit, as they planned to do, death had borne 
him to the world beyond, but he left us the glorious message that he was going to live with 
Jesus and ever be with his Lord. 
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On another occasion when the opposition was high and enemies were raging and plotting 
against us Virginia had an appointment in the country. Before leaving her home a heavy 
rain storm came up, which she was considering sufficient excuse to defer the appointment. 
Then the Lord gave her this suggestive song: 
 



 
"Ye Christian heralds go proclaim, 
Salvation in Emanuel's name; 
To distant claims the tidings bear, 
And plant the rose of Sharon there. 
He'll shield you with a wall of fire, 
With holy zeal your heart's inspire, 
Bid raging waves their fury cease 
And calm the savage breast to peace." 

 
 

This was enough. Virginia well knew at this time her Master's voice when he spoke to her 
in song. So she arose and took her journey. She passed safely o'er rough, muddy country 
roads, through one place particularly that evoked exclamations of praise because in that 
mud hole a mule had recently mired and died before he could be extricated. This trip was 
especially blessed of the Lord; the enemies were silenced, God protected his servant and 
enabled her to strengthen the dear women of that section for the fight that was then upon 
them. 
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The following is another song of special significance: 
 

 
"A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 
A never dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the skies. 

 
"And can I yet delay, 
My little all to give? 
Oh, may it all my powers engage, 
To do my Master's will." 

 
 

Early in Virginia's missionary career she had much of the Jonah spirit and was loath to 
break away from her many society and home ties and make the sacrifices necessary to 
success of her work. At a certain time she went out to Stanton to hold a meeting and then 
purposed to go on to a point far removed from the railroad station. When Brother S. came 
to town for her he informed her the church was expecting a distinguished brother, Rev. M. 
Vann, to preach at the time of her appointment. She, desirous of returning home, said: 
"Very well, I can't afford to lose the time and if Brother Vann comes I'll return home." When 



the train came Rev. Vann did not appear, so there was alternative. Virginia was obliged to 
go. She had scarcely begun her tedious journey through 
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county, in the regular road wagon, with its plain board seat without springs, when this 
song, "A charge to keep I have," came ringing in her soul; it was with her all the way, then in 
the family prayer service that Saturday, night she sang that song twice and not until 
Sunday, when she began the church service, was its significance made clear to her, which 
was this: God had given her a charge and that special service was hers to conduct and no 
other could do her work; so the expected brother, who was then superintendent of 
Tennessee state missions, was providentially hindered that Virginia might get the lesson 
she needed and become settled as to the fact that God had really given her a work to do that 
could be done by no other. 

As the mission work grew and it became necessary for Virginia to give up her school work 
at a lucrative salary and give herself wholly to developing the missionary work of our 
women it was somewhat of a struggle to give up a substantial, sure support to engage in 
work of faith, with no visible means of support. 
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Finally the struggle ended and Virginia sweetly surrendered. About this time one afternoon 
when she had just completed the reading of her Bible through, which she has made a 
custom for many years, and was rejoicing o'er the blessedness of that study the following 
song came rushing upon her: 
 

 
"Jesus paid it all, 
Yes, all the debt I owe, 
Jesus died and paid it all, 
Yes, all the debt I owe. 

 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to him I owe, 
Jesus died for all mankind, 
Jesus died for me." 

 
 

With the song the following text was given: "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?" Room 8:32. This 
message could not be mistaken; she knew it meant that she give up the school room for the 



sacrificial life of the missionary; whereupon she surrendered and trusting Him who called 
her she went forth to do his will as best she could, as revealed to her from time to time by 
the Holy Spirit, in song or word. 
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Soon Virginia found herself in Texarkana, Ark., whither she had gone to assist Miss J.P. 
Moore establish the Bible Band work in connection with the Baptist Women's State 
Missionary and Educational work. The brethren of that state did not accord Virginia a 
cordial welcome at that time, but rather opposed and criticised her aggressive movements 
in church work. As a special comfort and encouragement to her, also significant of the fact 
that it was her business as well as privilege to praise the Lord all the day long, since she had 
given up every other vocation for the special work whereunto God had called her, the 
following song was given: 
 

 
"Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine, 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood, 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long." 

 
 

To her agreeable surprise, through the influence of Mrs. H. R. Traver, Virginia found on her 
return home a commission from the W. B. H. M. S. of Chicago, III., appointing her as 
missionary for western Tennessee with headquarters at her home in Memphis. 
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Thus God provided for the temporal support of his servant, who went out at his command, 
relying upon his sure word of promise. 

Virginia was lost in Washington, D.C., one time. She had misplaced her sister's directions 
and was a considerable time locating her. While in this dilemma the following song brought 
a thrill of joy to her soul and enabled her to continue her search courageously until the 
desired residence was reached. 
 

 
"Amid the trials which I meet, 
Amid the thorns that pierce my feet, 
One thought remains supremely sweet, 



Thou thinkest, Lord, of me, 
Thou thinkest, Lord, of me, of me. 
What need I fear when thou art near, 
And thinkest, Lord, of me!" 
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The jubilee melodies 

"Steal away to Jesus," 

"Swing low, sweet chariot," 

"Keep inching along, like a poor inch worm," were often sung by Virginia with healthful 
effect 

The following song was given as means of triumphing o'er assurance of victory: 
 

 
"I have precious news to tell, Hallelujah! 
"Christ has come with me to dwell, Hallelujah! 
By his power and love divine 
He has cleansed this soul of mine, 
And he whispers, I am thine. Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah, I'm redeemed, 
Oh, so wondrously redeemed. 
I'm rejoicing night and day, 
As I walk the narrow way, 
For He's washed my sins away. Hallelujah! 
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The 150th Psalm was her battle song in her great conflict, when persecuted for her faith in 
the Bible doctrine of sanctification. 

Virginia was strengthened and prepared to receive the sad intelligence of her brother 
John's departure from this life by the following hymns: 

"I would not live always, 
I ask not to stay. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The few lurid moments that dawn on us here Are enough for life's sorrows, full enough for 
its cheer." 

"Death has been here and borne away a brother from our side." 

We might continue this narrative of suggestive sacred songs that God has used so lovingly 
and effectively to cheer, inspire and direct our missionary as she labored in his cause these 
twenty years. Those given are sufficient evidence of the powerful influence of song in this 
eventful life of our missionary. 
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We shall now give a few texts and outlines that God has enabled Virginia to use effectively: 
Bible authority for women's work. Text, Gen. 2:18. 

(1) Woman's creation. 

(a) Made of refined material. 

(b) Man's helpmeet. 

(c) Man incomplete without woman. 

(2) Marriage ordained of God. 

(a) Woman, mother of all being. 

(b) Hope of man's restoration. Gen. 3: 15. 

(c) Woman's help indispensable in the home, as man's comforter and the trainer of children. 

(3) Woman as helpmeet in business. Illustrations; Deborah, Esther, Ruth, Lydia. 

(4) Woman as helpmeet in church. 

(a) As teacher. 2 Kings 22: 14. Acts 18: 26. 

(b) As hostess to care for God's servants. II Kings 4: 10. I Kings 17: 15. 

(c) As missionaries. Acts 9: 39. Rom. 16: 1. 
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(5) Called of God to service. Eph. 2: 1-10 

(a) All believers one in Christ. Gal. 3: 28. 

(b) All required to work according to respective gifts. I Cor. 12: 7. Matt. 25: 14,15. 

(6) Appeal to women to develop themselves and prepare for service. 

(a) Bought by blood of Jesus to serve. I Cor. 6: 20. 

(b) Rewarded according to works. Rev. 22: 12. 

(c) Developed through excess of gifts. I Tim. 4: 13-15. 

(d) Growth commanded of God. 2 Pet. 3: 18. 
Christian Work. Text, John 9: 4. 

(1) Jesus' declaration. 

(a) What his work was. 

(b) Took delight in his work. 

(c) Finished his work. 
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(2) Individual work required. 

(a) No discharge from service. 

(b) All supplies furnished, strength, wisdom, grace, Jas. 1: 5. Phil. 4: 19. 

(c) Work indicated by one's natural gifts and adaptability. Illustrations: Peter, Paul, Mary, 
Dorcas, Lydia. 

(3) Time to work specified. 

(a) Delay dangerous. 

(b) Night of death sure. 

(c) Joy comes when work is finished. 

(4) Rewarded according to work. Rev. 22: 12. 

(a) Faithfulness rewarded. Matt 25: 21, 23. 

(b) Love to Christ should be constraining force. Christian Growth . Text, II Pet. 3: 18. 

(1) Why should I grow? 

(a) God command it. 

(b) Growth essential to law of spiritual life as well as physical. 

(c) To have strength for service. 
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(2) How can I grow? 

(a) By feeding upon God's word, spiritual songs and prayer. 

(b) By living in a healthful atmosphere(having proper associates) . 

(c) By active service. 

(3) For what purpose should I grow? 

(a) God's glory. 

(b) Good of humanity. 

(c) Personal edification and usefulness. 
"Call to Service. " Text, John 11: 28. 

(1) Jesus calls a woman. 

(a) A prepared woman. Lu. 10: 39. 

(b) She loved Jesus supremely. Mark 14: 3. 

(c) She anointed Jesus for his burial. 

(2) An imperative need. 

(a) Women in trouble John 11: 1. 

(b) Send for Jesus. 

(c) Required to move stones. John 11: 39. 

(d) Divnie power manifest to do what man could not do. John 11: 42-44. 
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(3) Effect upon Mary and Martha. 

(a) Martha served without complaining. 

(b) Mary expressed her love by her precious gift. 

(c) Many Jews believed. 

(4) Applications to women of this age. 

(a) Troubled about many things. 

(b) Opportunities of service. Jesus' means of help. 

(c) Women should seize every opportunity given for their development. 

(d) Results already obtained from efforts of awakened womanhood. 

Victory of the Cross. Texts, Rev. 11: 15. Heb. 1: 13. 

(1) All power given to Jesus. 

(a) Conquest assured. Ps. 2: 8. 

(b) Everything already subject to Jesus. Heb. 2: 8. Illustrations from mineral kingdom. Is. 14: 
16. Vegetable kingdom. Mark 11: 20. 

In animal kingdom Bible gives illustrations from tiniest insects to king of beasts, showing 
all things created are subject to God. 
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(2) Gospel dispensation. 

(a) Man's opportunity to share in the glory here after to be manifest. 

(b) Christ's service man's highest privilege. 

(c) Man called to put on the whole armor of God for the conflict. Eph. 6: 10-19. 

(3) Soldiers of Christ fight with assurance of victory. I Cor. 9: 26. 

(a) Our captain a victor. John 16: 33. 

(b) Through faith we too shall conquer. 

(c) Faith the victory that overcomes the world. I John 5: 4. 

(4) They that overcome will reign with Jesus. Rev. 2: 26; 3: 21. 

"Powers of Holy Spirit." Text, Acts 1: 8. 

(1) Promised to all believers. Acts 2: 4. 

(a) Sent on day of pentecost. Acts 2: 4. 

(b) Disciples waited for evidence of Holy Spirit before they began their work after the 
resurrection. Acts 1: 14. 
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(c) Not alone for Apostles but for all believers. Acts 2: 39. 

(2) Holy Spirit given on condition. 

(a) Surrender of self. Gal 2: 20. 

(b) Willingness to serve. John 7: 17. 

(c) Obedience to commandments. John 14: 15, 16. 

(3) Holy Spirit manifest. 

(a) In consecrated living. Gal. 2: 20. 

(b) In effective service. Is. 6: 6-8. 

(c) In developing Christian character. Acts 3: 8-13. 

(d) In producing fruits of the Spirit Gal. 5: 22, 23. 

(4) Christian life a failure without the Holy Spirit. 

(a) Man unable to overcome temptation without aid of Holy Spirit. I Cor. 10: 13. 

(b) Salt without savor good for nothing. Matt. 5: 13. 

(c) God's will revealed by Holy Spirit. I Cor. 2: 10. 
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(5) Plea to Christians to seek the Holy Spirit's power. 

(a) God willing to give. Lu. 11: 13. 

(b) Can't please God without Holy Spirit's power. Rom. 8: 8. 

(c) Carnal mind not subject to God's law. Rom. 8: 7. 

(d) Walk in Spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Gal. 5: 16. 

An Open Door. Text, I Cor. 16: 9. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Paul's opportunity. 

(a) To preach to Gentiles. Acts 14: 27. 

(b) He entered heartily upon his work. 

(c) Opposition met and overcome. Acts 14: 19,26. 

(2) Applied to Negro women. 

(a) Opportunities or open doors to serve great. Race to uplift. Beginning in the home. 

(b) Professions and schools of all kinds open to women. 

(c) Responsibilities in proportion to opportunities. 
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(d) Woman's Christian organizations great means of development. 

(3) Appeal to use given opportunities. 

(a) Present results spurs to greater effort. 

(b) Some results mentioned. Rescue homes, orphanages, homes for aged, reforms in home 
life, kindergartens, temperance societies, and charitable organizations of all kinds have begun 
to be established and fostered since women have begun to enter the doors of usefulness 
open to them. 

(c) The gospel is being encouraged and sent to the ends of the earth through the generous 
support of good women. 

(d) Negro women have evidently come to the kingdom for such a time as this. Esther 4: 14. 
Negro men's hearts are failing before the ruthless hand of oppression and persecution of all 
kinds and if our nation is encouraged and saved from the fiery furnace through which it now 
passes Negro women like Esther of old must take the case to the King of kings and by her 
prayers and tears plead for their deliverance. 
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(e) In the encouragement given these sisters in black by their more favored white Christian 
sisters the light begins to dawn and we are nerved for the fray. 

(f) Enter the open doors for the judge of all the earth will do right. 

Praise. Text, Ps. 150: 6. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(1) God is a jealous God. 

(a) He desires manifest expressions of love. Illustration, Lu. 19: 40. 

(b) Praise evidence of a conscience void of offense. Ps. 51: 12, 13. 

(c) A sad countenance not a good inducement to lead sinners to Christ. 

(2) Praise is comely for the upright. Ps. 33: 1 147: 1. 

(a) God has done so much for them. Ps. 138: 8. 

(b) Hope for future so bright. I Cor. 15: 57. 

(c) God is pleased to have his people praise him. Ex. 20: 3. 

(d) Praise Him, for his mighty acts, his excellent 
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greatness; his boundless love; his tender mercies. Ps. 136. 

(3) How shall we praise Him! 

(a) With a life of cheerful service. 

(b) In songs of praise, words of testimony and fervent prayers of thanksgiving. 

(c) With stringed instruments and all other kinds of musical instruments. Ps. 150. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase and God, even our God, shall bless us. 

O praise the Lord, all ye nations, praise him all ye people. 

For his merciful kindness is great toward us and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 
Praise ye the Lord. Ps. 117. 


