
Dear Nyaka Family, 
  
Thanks to your support, 2015 was a great year for your students and grandmothers. Every year brings new joy 
and opportunity but this past year saw the beginning of something very special to me. Your Nyaka Vocational 
Secondary School—the dream that you have made possible—was opened to its first class of students in Feb-
ruary 2015. In July we had a big celebration with the entire community. Friends came from all over Uganda 
and around the world. At that time, construction had not progressed as it has now but I could look around and 
see the changes the school had already made in the hearts and minds of the community. This gift you have 
given them is more than just a school. It is a symbol of what is possible.  
 
I came back to the US filled with excitement and then you surprised me again! That fall I was nominated for 
the Waislitz Global Citizen Award and named one of four finalists. The winner would be decided based on 
votes from Global Citizens and each organization’s supporters. You voted, shared, retweeted, and emailed. 
Thanks to your hard work, we won the award, global recognition, and a $100,000 cash prize! I cannot express 
how grateful I am to you. Because of you, the world knows about your students and grandmothers.  
 
You made 2015 a great year. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 
 
The Best Is Yet To Come! 

 
Twesigye Jackson Kaguri 
Founder and Executive Director 
 

The Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project 
2970 E Lake Lansing Rd, East Lansing, MI 48823  
www.nyakaschool.org 
(517) 575-6623 



Grandmother Story: Generous 
At the age of 56, Generous  was raising six grandchildren--including two 
toddlers. She loved and cared for her grandchildren as much as she could 
but she struggled to feed, clothe, and educate them all. She went without as 
much as she could but it wasn't enough. Her heart ached when she had to 
tuck her grandchildren in at night while their little bellies still grumbled. 
Generous knew she had to do something. In her Granny Group she had 
learned about ways that grandmothers like her were able to earn in-
comes. Some started businesses selling produce they grew, some were tai-
lors, some even had hotels. She wasn't sure she could do any of those things 
but she had always been a great artisan. She could make beautiful baskets, 
beads, necklaces, and earrings. She knew people would buy what she made. 
She just needed the opportunity to try.  Generous worked up her courage 
and went to her Granny Group to ask for a micro-finance loan. She stood in 

front of her group and shared her idea. To her relief, her fellow grandmothers voted to give her a loan to buy her 
handicrafts supplies. Her heart swelled with hope. She worked hard to build her business. Now Generous supports 
her family with the money she earns in her handicrafts business! She doesn' t have to worry about how she will 
feed her grandchildren anymore. She knows she has everything she needs to keep them safe and healthy because 
you empowered her to change her life. Generous and her grandchildren are thriving because of you! 

Student Story: Judith 
Judith is a 13-year-old primary 7 student at Nyaka Primary School. One of 
three children, she lives with her mother and younger sister in a four-room 
house with mud walls four kilometers away from school. Judith’s family has 
been supportive of her education. An elderly lady from the neighborhood, 
whom Judith called “Grandmother”, moved in with the family to help Ju-
dith’s mother care for Judith and her siblings. It is thanks to her grandmother 
that Judith became a Nyaka student. The grandmother saw how young Judith 
was struggling at home but knew that the family could never afford school 
fees for a decent school. So, she approached Nyaka, because she had heard 
that Nyaka students attend school for free. She petitioned for Judith to be 
admitted, and her petition was granted! When Judith turned 6, she started 
school at Nyaka and has never looked back. She says she is proud to go to a 
school with such a good reputation and loves that she can rely on her school 
for support. She gets both breakfast and lunch each day as well as school 
supplies. Her favorite subjects are English and science, and someday she 
hopes to be a doctor in Canada or the United States, “because there, I will be 

able to make a lot of money which I can use to help other children get the kind of education I am getting.” Next year, 
Judith will go to Nyaka Vocational and Secondary School to begin her secondary education. She is excited for this new 
chapter in her life and plans to study hard this year to make sure she passes her exams! 

 

You changed the lives of 7,004 grandmothers and 43,000 HIV/AIDS orphans through your support! 
 Nyaka Vocational Secondary School (NVSS) educated its first class of 50 students. 
 NVSS completed construction on both dormitories and the administration building in 2015. 
 The Mummy Drayton School Clinic and Kutamba Primary School Nurse provided medical services to an average 

of 629 students, grandmothers, and community members every month. 
 The Grandmother Program built 14 complete homes (a house, smokeless kitchen, and pit latrine), 19 smokeless 

kitchens, and 18 pit latrines in 2015.  
 The Grandmother Program distributed $64,242 in revolving funds to Granny Groups.  
 Nyaka Primary School and Kutamba Primary School enrolled 60 students in nursery class at the beginning of the 

school year in 2016, bringing the total number of students educated by NAOP to 696 students. 
 82% of primary seven students who took the Primary Level Exams (PLE) earned a division I or II (the two highest 

scoring groups).  
 There were 1,737 library patrons in 2015. 





Thanks to your generous support, Nyaka has 
been able to support the grandmothers and stu-
dents you love in Uganda. Eighty-three percent 
of your 2015 donations went directly to your pro-
grams. Your dedication and commitment is 
changing lives in southwest Uganda. 

Where Your  
Donations  

Went in 2015 

   UNRESTRICTED  
TEMPORARILY RE-

STRICTED  TOTAL 

REVENUE AND SUPPORT:       

  Contributions   $        769,898    $     589,353    $     1,359,251  

  Investment income (loss)              (7,047)                (7,047) 

  Other Income              28,169                 28,169  

  Fundraising revenue              31,716                 31,716  

  Net assets released from restrictions            401,025          (401,025)                     -    

     Total revenue and support          1,223,761          188,328           1,412,089  

       

EXPENSES:       

  Program          1,033,900                  -             1,033,900  

  Fundraising            126,452                  -               126,452  

  Management and general              91,210                   -                  91,210  

     Total expenses          1,251,562                  -             1,251,562  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS             (27,801)         188,328             160,527  

NET ASSETS, beginning of year            203,224           125,086              328,310  

NET ASSETS, end of year   $        175,423     $     313,414     $        488,837  


