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2003 CASE STATEMENT 

 
 
Introduction 
 
AIDS orphans represent an increasingly large proportion of the future generation 
of the world. The problem is particularly acute in sub Saharan Africa, which 
according to Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) had 
approximately 13 million HIV/AIDS orphans at the end of 20021. The number is 
projected to reach 20 million by 2010. Uganda has one of the highest AIDS 
orphan populations, currently estimated at 1.7 million. A large number of these 
children live in remote villages that are outside of the limited sphere of ongoing 
social assistance. AIDS orphans living in villages often survive by taking care of 
themselves and each other. They either live alone, or stay alone for long periods 
of time each day. Such children living in rural communities of Uganda are 
endangered due to lack of food, education, healthcare and poor, unimaginable 
living conditions.   
 
Location 

 
Nyaka AIDS Orphans School assists AIDS orphans in the Southwestern 
Ugandan village of Nyakagyezi (Kanungu District) in a variety of ways including 
providing quality, free primary level education and extracurricular 
activities, both formal and informal, to children who have been orphaned 
due to HIV/AIDS as a means to counteract pervasive hunger, poverty, and 
systemic deprivation. With Nyaka AIDS Orphan School, these children are safe 
and have a place to go to everyday. Nyaka is operated on the grassroots level, 
and is strengthening social connections between AIDS orphans and local 
families.  Nyaka’s approach is to bring the community together in order to 
collectively provide personal care and attention to these orphans. Over all, the 
school is intended to provide these children with a family atmosphere that will 
impart self-confidence and values that will significantly increase their chances of 
reaching adulthood as healthy, functional members of society. 
 
Programs in 2003 
 

1. Formal Education 
 
In 2003 Nyaka served 56 children at the levels of primary one and two. 
We had two full-time professional teachers and part-time, voluntary staff 
that managed the affairs of the school on a daily basis to ensure that the 

                                                           
1 www.unaids.org. “Today more than 13 million children currently under age 15 have lost one or both of 

their parents to AIDS. Most of them in Sub-Saharan Africa.” (Children on Brink 2002) 

http://www.unaids.org/
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needs of the children were quickly and favorably addressed. The Nyaka 
School to date has been financed largely by short-term charitable 
contributions from individuals, groups and foundations. Expanded, 
recurring financial support will allow Nyaka to serve a greater proportion of 
the large number of AIDS orphans in Nyakagyezi and surrounding areas. 

 
2. Nyaka Anti-AIDS Club 
 

Nyaka School has a choir composed of students and other orphans in the 
community. Apart from singing, this group also stages plays, folk songs 
and traditional dances all with an educational component on how 
HIV/AIDS is contracted, spread, and prevented. This past year 
presentations of these dances, plays and folk songs were staged at the 
school grounds for local audiences. In 2004, Nyaka Anti-AIDS Club will 
begin taking these plays, folk songs and traditional dances to neighboring 
public schools, churches and other places where there are public 
gatherings in the District of Kanungu in a project funded by the Riverside 
Sharing Fund (New York, NY)). 

 
 
3. Nutrition Education and Seed Distribution Program 

 
The Nyaka School is a project of STSAD, Inc. (Scientific Technology and 
Sustainable Agricultural Development) a 501 (c) (3) public charitable 
organization registered in the United States with federal tax exemption. In 
2003 through the efforts of STSAD, Inc., Nyaka received 1.5 million 
tomato seeds, 800,000 collard seeds and over 100 packages of papaya 
seeds, garlic, basil, onions, cabbages and many varieties of flowers. 
Approximately 15,000 people in the community have received free 
vegetable seeds from Nyaka’s nutrition education and seed distribution 
program.  
 
Seed and Light International of Albuquerque, New Mexico provided these 
seeds. This program, which receives continuing funding and support from 
Seed and Light International, has made Nyaka a center of seed 
distribution to improve nutrition in the whole community. We are now 
working on introducing methods of saving these seeds for re-planting 
every season while we reach more communities in surrounding districts. 

 
 

Other activities/ Accomplishments at Nyaka in 2003 
 
1. Installation of solar power in two classes 
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Seed and Light International also has helped through the provision of 
solar power in two classes at Nyaka. These lights have helped us begin 
an evening vocational program where kids study handicrafts including 
weaving, basket making and pottery. Power was installed in two classes 
during August 2003. 

 

Continuing needs for this project include maintenance, light bulbs, 
batteries and night watchman security. We also hope to add solar panels 
for lighting the additional classrooms at the school. 

 
 

2. Soccer/track field 
 
In July 2003, Seed and Light helped us secure money to buy an acre of 
land where we will place a soccer/track field. Around this land, we will 
grow papaya and other fruit trees, like oranges and mangoes, that our 
students will eat and sale for sustaining the school and other activities. 
 
Our partnership with Seed and Light International has already transformed 
the school into a great asset for both the kids in attendance and the 
community as a whole. Additional efforts will include leveling, fencing and 
landscaping the playing field. Our continuing collaboration is an 
investment not only in the lives of these children but the whole community. 

 
3. Two additional classes 

 
Two additional classes have been completed, bringing our total number of 
classes to 4 (see picture below). The original classes were cemented, 
plastered inside and work has begun on plastering them outside. The 
newer two classes are plastered outside and by the time we left Uganda, 
work was in progress to cement them inside. By the time school resumed 
officially on Feb 2nd, 2004, they were completed. 
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The Nyaka AIDS Orphans School, January 2004 
 

While in Uganda we also dug foundations for two more classes.  The 
building of these classes will require approximately $10,000 USD. When 
these two are completed, we will have a total of 6 classes. This will leave 
us needing one more class, an office building, a library and guesthouse.  

 
4. School Uniforms 

 
All students at Nyaka have purple uniforms. The girls wear purple dresses 
and the boys wear purple shirts and black shorts. At the end of year 47 
kids were in school.  We currently need 30 new uniforms for each 
additional class added to the curriculum.  We also need to replace some 
of the older uniforms due the wear from daily use.   
 
This year thanks to donors in Colorado, all Nyaka kids received t-shirts to 
alternate with their uniforms. Some of the kids also got shoes donated by 
an individual in Bloomington, Indiana. All the kids got backpacks donated 
by various individuals from Seattle, New York, and Bloomington United 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

 
5. Teachers 

 
Since the inception of the school we have had two professional teachers 
(shown in white t-shirts in the picture below). As the class loads increase 
another student teacher joined the school in September and now she is 
helping with level three, as recruitment for another professional teachers 
continues. Other volunteers also have played a vital role in the kids’ lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teachers and students in new t-shirts, January 2004
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5. Bible Studies 
 

 
The local minister, Pastor Karemire, comes to the Nyaka School every 
Wednesday for bible studies with kids.  The kids are now reciting the 
Lord’s Prayer and singing Christian songs. They are learning a lot about 
Jesus Christ. 
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2003 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

  

Revenue  

Contributions, gifts, grants and similar amounts received $22,273.00  

Sources: Adventist Christian Academy (IN) 

Bloomington Navigator Pathfinder Club (IN)   
Burnham Industries  (NM)  

Heights Cumberland Pres. Church (NM)   

The Led Church (AR)   

Overnight Trucking Inc. (NM)   

People's Decade of Human Rights Education (NY)   

Sacred Heart Parish (NM)   

Sacred Heart School (NM)   

Woodland Conquistadors Pathfinder Club (CA) 
Woodland SDA Church & Academy (CA)  

Individual Donors   

  

Investment income $0.00  

Gross amount from sale of assets other than inventory $0.00  

Other revenue $0.00  

  

  

Total Revenue $22,273.00  

  

Expenses  

Program services (For details see attached expense list) $17,083.00  

Grants and similar amounts paid $0.00  

Occupancy, rent, utilities, maintenance $550.00  

Printing, publications, postage, shipping $350.00  

Other expenses $0.00  

Total Expenses $17,983.00  

  

Net Assets  

Excess or (deficit) for the year $4,290.00  

Net assets or fund balances at the beginning of the year $0.00  

Net assets or fund balances at the end of the year $4,290.00  

  

Balance Sheets  

Cash, savings, investments $4,290.00  

Land and buildings $15,000.00  

Other assets (Prior Year Balance) $822.00  

Total assets $20,112.00  

Total liabilities ($15,000.00) 

Net assets or fund balances $5,112.00  



Page 9 of 14 

 

2004   Scientific Technology and Sustainable Agricultural Development, Inc. 

 

STSAD, Inc. Board of Directors 
 
 

Beronda L. Montgomery, Ph.D. – Executive Director (2001 – 2004) 
 
Beronda L. Montgomery graduated from the University of California, Davis with a 
Ph.D. in Plant Biology and completed a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit 
Management at the School of Public and Environment Affairs at Indiana 
University. Her experience in academic biology has been as student, researcher 
and instructor. She has published several peer-reviewed research articles related 
to plant biotechnology and has been the recipient of numerous honors including 
a John B. Ervin Academic Scholarship, a National Science Foundation Plant Cell 
Biology Training Grant Predoctoral Fellowship and a Ford Foundation 
Dissertation Fellowship.  
 
Dr. Montgomery’s interest in nonprofits developed from her studies of the 
relationship between agricultural biotechnology and economic development. Her 
specific nonprofit interests include technology transfer, networking and generally 
helping those in need gain access to scientific and educational information and 
expertise. In addition to her work as founding Executive Director of STSAD, Inc., 
Dr. Montgomery is currently a National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow 
in Microbial Biology at Indiana University, Instructor of biotechnology courses at 
Indiana University and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Biology at Ivy Tech State 
College. 
 
 
Twesigye J. Kaguri – Programs Director (2001 – 2004) 
 
Mr. Kaguri is a native of Uganda in East Africa. He has been at the center of 
nonprofits since 1992. In Uganda, Mr. Kaguri co-founded a human rights 
organization called Human Rights Concerns to help victims of human rights 
violations in Uganda and to educate the public about their rights. Mr. Kaguri 
came to the U.S. more than six years ago as a visiting scholar studying Human 
Rights Advocacy at Columbia University in New York.  
Having lost two family members to HIV/AIDS and having watched countless 
others suffer from losses to this disease, Mr. Kaguri wanted to become officially 
involved in an effort to combat the disease and alleviate the plight of those 
affected by the disease, such as the millions of orphans suffering from 
homelessness, poverty, hunger and the lack of educational opportunities. Mr. 
Kaguri has initiated a project building an orphan school in a rural village of 
Uganda to provide free education and support to orphans who would otherwise 
not have access to both formal and informal education. The effort has involved 
not only Mr. Kaguri’s participation in community service for the orphans of 
Uganda, but through his fundraising efforts in the U.S. has heightened the 
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awareness of cultural issues that the majority of the world’s citizens are facing for 
many of those who have become active donors and supporters of this project. 
 
 
René Montgomery – Director (2001 – 2004) 
 
Ms. Montgomery resides in Little Rock, Arkansas and graduated with a Bachelor 
of Business Administration from Henderson State University of Arkansas. She 
also holds program certificates in the areas of Professionals in American 
Healthcare Management and the Council for Organizational Continuous Quality 
Improvement.   
 
Ms. Montgomery has worked in the field of managed care with health 
organizations for several years and has over 10 years experience working with 
nonprofit organizations in various areas of policy and procedure development, 
contractual development and implementation, and compliance reporting to state 
and federal entities.  She is currently an active member of several healthcare and 
transplant organizations including the Association of Organ Procurement 
Organizations Hospital Development Council and the American Society of 
Minority Health and Transplant Professionals.  Her community involvement 
includes being a program advisor for an after school tutoring program and also 
being a volunteer and trainer for an adult literacy program.  It is through her 
affiliations with nonprofit, community-based volunteer programs that she 
understands the positive impact community involvement can have when 
individuals choose to give of themselves.  
 
 
Jude Mugerwa, M.D. – Director (2001 – 2004) 
 
Dr. Mugerwa is a native of Uganda, East Africa. He is a board-certified physician 
in Internal Medicine. Having graduated from medical school at Makerere 
University in Uganda, Dr. Mugerwa moved to Cleveland, Ohio where he 
successfully completed his residency training in Internal Medicine at University 
Hospitals of Cleveland - Case Western Reserve University. His academic 
interests span both research and clinical care in the field of HIV and 
cardiovascular diseases. He has published some of his work in peer-reviewed 
journals both here in the USA and abroad. He is currently pursuing a fellowship 
in cardiovascular medicine at MetroHealth Medical Center - Case Western 
Reserve University. 
 
Dr. Mugerwa’s interests include global networking and technology transfer in the 
field of health care access, health management and health informatics. It is his 
goal that one day, the average citizen of Uganda will have access to basic health 
information and modern health facilities at a reasonable cost. 
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Aimé Wata – Director (2001 – 2004) 
 
Aimé Wata is a native of the Democratic Republic of Congo. He is a lawyer by 
training from the University of Kinshasa (1982-1988) and attended the 1996 
Columbia University and 2002 Geneva University human rights programs.  
 
Mr. Wata worked as judge in Kivu Province from 1989 to 1997 in the country that 
was then recognized as Zaire. He worked also for various NGOs at the 
grassroots level and later for international agencies including the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (1997-1998), Amnesty International (1999) and 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (2000-2001). 
  
Mr. Wata has lived in Geneva, Switzerland since 1999 where he writes novels 
and studies human rights at Geneva University with a focus on refugees and 
the1969 OAU convention. 
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STSAD, Inc. Board of Advisors 
 

Matthew Fulakeza, Ph.D. – Advisor 
 
Dr. Matthew Fulakeza, a native of Malawi, graduated from Florida State 
University with a Ph.D. in Meteorology. He is an expert in the area of regional 
climate modeling, with special focus on African regions. Dr. Fulakeza’s work 
includes studying the interaction between land surface (particularly soil moisture) 
and atmosphere, which leads to the understanding of mechanisms of climate 
variability and predictions. He has published his research findings in several 
peer-reviewed research publications. 
 
 Dr. Fulakeza received a 2-year National Research Council Award in 1998 to 
work as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at NASA/GISS in New York City. 
Currently he is working on West African and Southern African weather systems 
at the Center for Climate Systems Research at Columbia University in New York. 
 
 Dr. Fulakeza is interested in both the scientific component of STSAD, Inc. and 
it’s educational project of helping HIV/AIDS orphans around the world beginning 
with those countries that are most highly affected. 
 
Jennifer Thomson – Advisor  
 
Jennifer Thomson graduated from Columbia University’s School of International 
and Public Affairs (SIPA) where she earned a Master of International Affairs 
(MIA) degree with a focus on Economic and Political Development in Africa. 
 
Ms. Thomson is currently the Senior Program Officer of a “micro-credit” for 
women farmers in Africa, called the African Woman Food Farmer Initiative 
(AWFFI).  AWFFI has been launched in seven countries where The Hunger 
Project has offices – Benin, Burkina Faso, Senegal and Ghana in West Africa; 
and Malawi, Uganda and Mozambique in East Africa. 
 
Darrin Davis – Advisor 
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Executive Director’s Year End Statement 
December 2003 

 
On behalf of the students, volunteers and staff of Nyaka AIDS Orphans 

School, I would like to thank you for a wonderful year. Nyaka, as we 
affectionately call it, was established in April 2001 with a mission to provide 
quality, free education and extracurricular activities, both formal and 
informal, to children who have been orphaned due to HIV/AIDS as a means 
to counteract pervasive hunger, poverty and systemic deprivation.  

 
Nyaka’s doors were opened on January 2Nd, 2003 at a community function 

that was presided over by Honorable Minister Prof. Mondo Kagonyera, Minister 
of General Duties in the Prime Minister’s Office of the Ugandan Government. 
Instruction began with 56 students who are all double orphans, meaning they do 
not have a father or mother.  We now serve 86 orphans with the service of three 
full-time professional teachers and additional volunteers. 

 
Uganda has one of the largest numbers of orphans in the world – a 

staggering 1.7 million documented orphans at the end of 2002. Four thousand of 
these live in the rural district we are serving. Nyaka is currently the only tuition-
free orphans’ school in this district. Currently, we are projecting to add 30 to 60 
orphans annually as the project continues to grow. 

 
 Your support has taken us a long way towards accomplishing our mission.  
Yet we still have a long way to go.  We are currently building 2 additional 
classrooms and starting music and vocational education programs. What we take 
for granted in USA is a matter of life and death in many parts of the world 
including Uganda. For example, in rural Uganda $2 will provide lunch for one 
child for a whole week, $5 will buy a school uniform for one child, $50 will 
currently pay a teacher for one month and $5,000 will completely build one 
classroom ready for instruction. 
  

I cannot think of any more dynamic way that you could have invested your 
time, talents and money other than helping these parentless kids obtain an 
education. You have made a life investment in the future of a child.  At our new 
website www.nyakaschool.org you can find more details and see pictures of 
the children currently enrolled at Nyaka.  

 
Thanks for your continued interest in and dedication to the Nyaka AIDS Orphans 
School. 
 
On behalf of all the directors and advisors, 
 

Beronda L. Montgomery, Ph.D. 
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