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Shirah is one of your 2014 high school graduates. She 
was accepted to Vancouver Island University in Cana-
da on a full ride scholarship and has just finished her 
first semester of school.  
 

Before I went to Nyaka, my life had no descrip-
tion. Sometimes I think I had the worst life in the world. I  
had gone to school for one week before my teachers asked 
for school fees, uniform, pencil and a book. and I had no-
where to get them. I had to leave school and start staying 
at home. I had never dreamed of going to school at any 
one time in life again. 

You have changed my life in many ways, I got a 
chance to put on shoes and have free education. I got to 
learn English, which has helped me to communicate to 

 

 

 
 different people. You have  not only helped me personal-
ly but my family as well. My two younger brothers are 
also in Nyaka, which has helped my poor mum because 
she could not pay any money for their education. I always 
regretted living without a father, but because of love and 
guidance from you I no longer feel about loosing a father. 

After my graduation, I want to have a job concern-
ing accountancy. am now studying English as a second 
language, then I will start my academics in Bachelor of 
Business Administration.  

I am sure I have no much to repay you, but to pray 
to God so that He can help you and keep you safe. I still 
thank you so much for helping me go to school and I 
promise not to let you down, I have to work hard until I 
get the best fruits out of me.  

 
Shirah is attending university today thanks to you, her 
sponsor, Fran Smith, and our partners at Beautiful 
World Canada. Thank you for helping her be a great 
success story!  

You have helped your students reach another mile-
stone! This year, 56 Nyaka and Kutamba Primary School 
students celebrated their graduation from primary school! 
They will be joining your students at the Nyaka Vocational 
Secondary School when school begins again in February 
2016 as the second class of Senior one students to ever at-
tend your latest school! We are also happy to report that  
11 of your students have graduated from secondary school 
and will now be entering their first year of high school and 
12 of your students graduated from high school. They will 
be applying to universities to attend this fall!  

 

Your love and support continues to keep your stu-
dents in school and motivated to reach their dreams! With-
out you, they wouldn't have the healthcare, nutritious food,  
school supplies, clean water, or free education they need.  

Your impact will be felt by these students for the 
rest of their lives. For every grade your students achieve, 
they can expect to earn 10% more in their lifetime. Girls 
who complete primary school are more likely to send their 
children to school. They know the value of the gift you 
have given them and they are going to pass that gift on to 
their children. 

Your 2015 Nyaka Primary School Graduates 

Your 2015 Kutamba Primary School Graduates 

Shirah (center) 
with friends at VIU 



Dear Friend, 
 

This year has been a huge success thanks to your love and generosity. Your students are graduating 
from every level this year. More students will be in University. Your Nyaka Vocational Secondary School is 
adding another class of students! 

Construction on your Nyaka Vocational Secondary School is continuing as we speak. The boys’ dor-
mitory, science laboratories, and vocational workshops are still under construction. We will continue con-
struction throughout the next year. With your help, we hope to complete the school in time for the third class 
of students to join the school in February 2017. 

This has also been a great year for raising awareness about Nyaka. In September 2015, I was selected 
as one of four finalists for the 2015 Waislitz Global Citizen Award. After the committee chose the nomina-
tions, they opened voting to the public. All of the nominees had to raise support through votes by their sup-
porters and from the Global Citizen community. I am so proud of how well our Nyaka family came together! 
Your students in university started campaigns with their friends at 
school to get votes. You recruited your friends and family on Facebook 
and Twitter. You also sent me many encouraging texts, emails, tweets, 
and facebook messages. 

Because of you, I was officially named the winner of the 2015 
Waislitz Global Citizen Award on Thursday, September 24th at the 
Guggenheim Partners office in New York City. Then I was given the 
award officially in front of more than 60,000 event attendees, world 
leaders, and change makers on September 26th, 2015 at the Global Citi-
zen Festival held in Central Park in New York City.  

This victory is entirely due to your hard work and belief in what 
we are building together for the orphans and grannies of Uganda. 
Thank you for making Nyaka great! And as always...The best is yet to 
come! 
 
With Deepest Gratitude, 

 
Twesigye Jackson Kaguri 

Founder and Executive Director  

 
Jackson (left) with Alex Waislitz (right), the 

founder of the Waislitz Foundation. 

The Nyaka Vocational Secondary School 

campus under construction. 



 

By Clare O’Kane 
 

 Before I interned with Nyaka, 
I had pondered the idea of interna-
tional development as my calling, 
however it was not until my intern-
ship with Nyaka that it was irrevoca-
bly my life goal. I fell in love with 
the children before I ever met them, 
imagined dancing with the grannies 
before I could dream that would be 
possible. But more than anything, I 
learned how to love Nyaka. 

This summer, after several 
intense months in Tanzania, it began. 
After the highly adventurous twelve 
hour bus ride to the village, I discov-
ered the place I had only imagined 
for so long. As my guide, Adam, kept 
saying, “You are finally at Nyaka.” 
The next week was a whirlwind of 
tours, smiles, dances, lessons, boda 
boda rides, and delicious food. It was 
also a welcome change from some of 
my experiences in Tanzania. While I 
was there, I was working for an or-
ganization in the area. I noticed a sig-

nificant disparity between what the 
organization was saying it was doing 
and what change it was actually af-
fecting on the ground. Problems or 
failures were met with a shrug and an 
attitude of “we tried” and then the 
matter was dropped. I was paralyzed 
with fear that Nyaka would be the 
same story, a well-intended sham. 

I could not have been more 
ecstatic to find out how wrong my 
fears were. Nyaka was everything I 
hoped it to be. Every mission they set 
forth is carried out above and beyond 
the benchmark for success. The 
friends I made, the smiles I saw, the 
granny dances I participated in, 
spoke of such joy and life that it is 
clear Nyaka has empowered and 
saved this village. This is a model we 
can follow. The work Nyaka is doing 
has renewed a passion for service to 
mankind that lay dormant in me, and 
I hope it can do the same to everyone 
who comes in contact with it. I can 
only say that everyone who has an 
opportunity to visit Nyaka should. I 
firmly believe that in this world, 
there is good and there is evil. Nyaka 
is unequivocally on the side of good, 
of light and love, and it has been an 
honor to serve your mission. I hope 
to do so for many years to come. We-
bale. 

 
Clare O’Kane is a senior at Michigan 
State University studying Compara-
tive Cultures and Politics, and Inter-
national Development. She was an in-
tern at the Nyaka AIDS Orphans Pro-
ject in the spring of 2014 working pri-
marily on Fair Trade Sales and Mar-
keting.  

Nyaka was 
everything 
I hoped it 
to be. 

Margaret is the treasurer of her 
Granny Group. She has taken care of her 
three grandchildren since her son died. 
Because Margaret is one of the few group 
members who can read and write, the 
group selected her to represent them at the 
recent trainer-of-trainers workshop.  

The training taught attendees skills 
to care for HIV-positive children, start in-
come-generating livestock projects, and 
manage stress. Margaret also learned 
budgeting and record-keeping skills that 
will improve her abilities as a treasurer. 
But Margaret says that the most useful 

portion of the training was a session on 
leadership skills, which help her to coun-
sel other grandmothers on the topics she 
learned about during the training.  

Margaret was very animated when 
discussing how the training she attended 
will benefit her group. She has already 
noticed that meetings are more efficient, 
and group members use their loans more 
effectively and are better able to repay 
them. She is excited about the possibility 
of more trainings in the future to “help 
wake up our minds.” 


