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Do You Remember Meeting Allan?  

Many of you hold a special place in your heart for young 
Allan. We understand.  There is a joy that exudes from this 

young man’s spirit.  It is more than that though. Do you 
remember seeing him crawl through his daily activities 

because of a neurological disorder he had been living with 
since birth? 

You were his hero when you helped us provide him with 
the medical care he desperately needed at the University of 

Michigan to improve his quality of life. You made sure that he 
received the wheel chair that he now uses daily. His story is 

not finished.

During our 6 - week storytelling series starting November 
15th, Allan’s story is just one of several you will hear.  This 
may look like a simple photo of a little boy named Alan on 
a bike,  but we assure you the story behind this image will 

leave you speechless and inspired.  Stay tuned...

That’s not all!

Each week during the holidays, we will bring you a short 
story from one of the students or grannies whom you’ve 

supported, a classroom teacher, volunteer, or key staff 
member. The stories will warm your heart and rejuvenate 

your soul during this special and yet hectic time of year. If you 
aren’t currently signed up to receive our e-newsletter, please 

go to our website

www.nyakaschool.org and sign up today!
  

WE LOVE AND THANK YOU
As we look forward to 2013, we’d like to share with you our key initiatives, to:

- Welcome another 60 new shining faces into Kindergarten.

- Continue to educate all students in grades Kindergarten 
through Senior 5, nearly 650.

- Expand our Grandmothers Program, so that more 
grannies have access to microfunds and their grandchildren 
have access to an education.

-Break ground and build our very own Secondary and 
Vocational Training School.

As for all we’ve accomplished in 2012 thanks to you,  please visit 
our website at www.nyakaschool.org/2012accomplishments.  

On the short list is a life-changing clean water system for the 
Kutamba Primary School students, staffing our Medical Clinic, 
sponsoring over 160 students, helping to graduate our first class of 
Kutamba students, and  helping your very own Jackson Kaguri to 
be selected a 2012 CNN Hero!

The Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project
2970 East Lake Lansing Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

Dear Friends,

Thank you for helping me from so far away!  I am so glad to be a pupil of 
Kutamba Primary School thanks to donors like you.  Director Kaguri had 
promised me that he would build a school with free services in my village 
after I walked 50 miles to Nyaka Primary School.  I walked that distance 
because I wanted to study and had no means to pay school fees.  I was 
so tired when I reached Nyaka! 

Upon arrival, I found Mr. Kaguri talking to some old men and children 
playing football in the school compound.  I wished immediately that I was 
one of them.  Director Kaguri had to plan for construction and with the 
help of donors in Aspen and around the United States it was completed 
in 2007.  I joined P.1 (equivalent of 1st grade) that year and I’m now in P.5 
(5th grade).  

These days I’m happy at school where I have started the dream of 
becoming a doctor. I like my teachers and my fellow pupils whom I study 
with and enjoy school.  Thank you for your support of my and my friends’ 
education.  

Happy Holidays to you all!

Yours, Agaba Hillary (pictured on left)

Thank You for Believing in Me!
WINTER 2012
WINTER 2012



Please take a moment to think of our graduates on December 7th.  This marks the 5th year of 
graduation for Nyaka Primary School and the 1st year for Kutamba Primary School.  Also graduating 

from Senior 4 (equivalent of 11th grade) are 17 pioneer students who are entering into their final 
two years of schooling before entering university.  

Do you realize that without YOU most, if not all, of these children would not be graduating and 
continuing on with their studies?  

This is the simple truth.  Your  investment in their lives from upward of 8,000 miles away has literally 
paved a future filled with hope for a bright, educated, and prosperous future.  Thank You!

THANK YOU SPONSORS ~ 
YOU’RE THE BEST! 
Out of the 644 students enrolled for 2013, you have committed to 
sponsoring164 individual children. Nearly 30% of our entire roster 
benefits from the love and encouragement of someone like you. 

Amon (on the right), who enjoys math and sings in the Anti-AIDS 
Club at his school is just like the children you know. He likes to play 
soccer in the school yard and hanging out with his best friend, 
Yared (on the left). When he gets home at the end of the day, he 
helps collect firewood or takes the family milk to the market to sell. 
As a part of our storytelling series, we’ll be bringing you a short 
video a 14-year-old volunteer created about Amon when he visited 
earlier this year.  Amon is sponsored, but Yared isn’t yet.

Today, you have the unique opportunity to mentor a child like 
Yared.   You can help him and our other 480 students know that 
they are important, capable, and loved.   For more information on 
mentoring a student, please visit https://www.nyakaschool.org/

sponsor-a-student.php.   Many of our sponsors report feeling they have received as much or more from their sponsorship 
relationship.  It is win - win for everyone involved! 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Earlier this year, we were honored to have talented filmmaker Brenda Phillips 
volunteer to create a four - minute documentary that you are going to love. 
Brenda uses her gift for film to transport you to Uganda and to show you 
our story in a brand new way. You will hear the crunch of banana leaves and 
drops of Ugandan rain as if you are there.   You will get to meet the students 
and grannies you so generously support in a deeply meaningful way.  
We are excited to announce that the film is going to be a part of our 
storytelling series.  Please watch your inbox, our YouTube channel, and 
Facebook page for the official date. Her insightful perspective will blow you 
away.  You are so important to us that we are giving you one of the very first 
opportunities to watch and share the  moment.
You might want to get your passport ready.  This film will quite possibly 
inspire you to plan a trip to visit and meet with the children and grannies you 
love and serve every day. Please visit http://www.nyakaschool.org/volunteer.

php to check out how you too can become an International Nyaka Volunteer!

Thank you, Brenda for bringing your amazing talents to The Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project!

You can make a legacy gift to Nyaka just like your church and children. Please remember Nyaka in 
your will and retirement plans.  For questions please contact Kelly Voss at kellyv@nyakaschool.org or 
262.989.6215 and she will get you connected with our Endowment Committee.

KUTAMBA WATER PROJECT UPDATE

Rotary clubs from Michigan, Colorado, Indiana, and Uganda joined 
together to build another clean water system, this time at Kutamba 
Primary School. Thanks to the generosity of Rotarians, and other 
generous donors from around the world, water is being delivered to 
this remote and mountainous area all year round.

6,154 individuals and 7 area schools are benefiting from the system 
and that number is likely to increase over time. The gravity fed clean 
water program at Nyaka Primary School currently serves 25,000 
people.

More often than not, girls are expected to fetch the water and as 
a result end up behind in their studies.  Studies suggest a major 

component in alleviating global poverty is through the education of girls and therefore a clean water system fits 
neatly into our holistic approach.  56% of the students you support at Nyaka and Kutamba are girls.  

 “I watch my children drink clean water from the tap with ease,” explains Jackson. “It breaks my heart to think of any 
child drinking dirty water. With your help we have changed this for the Kutamba community - thank you!”

Your Holiday Storytelling Series will feature stories from Allan, Justine, Jackson, our 
Board President, our newly hired microfund manager, and many more.  They will only be 

available through our e-newsletter, so please sign-up today at 
www.nyakaschool.org by clicking “Newsletter Sign-Up”

Dearest Friends of Nyaka,  

Happy Holidays to you and your loved ones. 

Thank you for all of your love, care, and support of our 
students and grandmothers living in Uganda!  This is a period 
in time when we all stop to be thankful - I am particularly 
thankful for you!  

As you celebrate Thanksgiving, Hannukah, Kwanzaa, World 
AIDS Day, Human Rights Day, Christmas, and then ring in the 
New Year, please remember the students and grannies you 
have come to love by making a year end gift to them.   Please 
go online to www.nyakaschool.org or send in the enclosed 
envelope.

While our students and their grannies might not know you by name, they are truly thankful you are in their lives. 
Ask anyone who has visited our schools and they will tell you, most likely with tears in their eyes, how remarkably 
grateful the students and grandmothers are to you for lending them a hand up in life.

It is only with your support of our holistic approach that we can continue to educate these children while helping 
their grandmothers, so that these blossoming leaders can grow up educated and invested in breaking the chains of 
poverty once and for all in their country and for their country.  You can make a difference.

On behalf of all 587 students and more than 6,500 grannies who are raising 34,500 orphaned children, thank you! 
Please remember them this holiday season. Be their hero - they are counting on you! - Jackson

N e w  t h i s  y e a r !   A f t e r  a  d a y  o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  t w o  d a y s  f o r  g e t t i n g  s h o p p i n g  d e a l s , 
t a k e  o n e  d a y  t o  g i v e  b a c k  b y  d o n a t i n g  y o u r  t i m e ,  t a l e n t ,  o r  t r e a s u r e .  G e t  r e a d y  f o r 

# G i v i n gTu e s d a y !  T h e  Tu e s d a y  a f t e r  B l a c k  F r i d a y  a n d  Cy b e r  M o n d a y  -  1 1 / 2 7 .   O n e 
p e r s o n  c a n  c h a n g e  l i v e s  a n d  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s  y o u . 
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