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Thanks to an angel investor from the UK, The Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project has broken ground on a new, much 
needed medical clinic in the village of Nyakagyezi.

Dr. Paul Deweese and other doctors from the United States 
visited Nyaka in September of 2010 and were stunned by 
both the condition under which the villagers received 
medical care and the lack of basic preventative and curative 
care.

“When I visited Nyaka in October, I was going as an Advi-
sory Board Member. However, when people learned I was a 
physician, they simply showed up to seek treatment - 
upwards of 100 patients per day! I was overwhelmed by the 
lack of access to basic healthcare. I invited a Ugandan phy-
sician to assist me one day and he was stongly impressed by the need demonstrated by patients, both young 
and old.” 

Nyaka has been able to secure funding for the building and day laborers are now working from dawn to dusk on 
the walls of the clinic. Our future plans include acquiring medical equipment for the clinic and having it fully 
operational for our entire community in 2012.  For more information or to donate, please contact Kelly Voss at 
262.989.6215 or kellyv@nyakaschool.org.

New medical clinic under construction.

Meet Kelly Voss
Director of Development
Kelly Voss, our newest employee in the U.S., has just returned from Uganda and 
is excited to help Jackson connect donors with their philanthropic pursuits.   
Kelly, who has raised millions of dollars for the arts, children, and people with 
disabilities, says one of the reasons she wanted to join Nyaka is because of our 
dedicated supporters around the world. “Because of them,” said Kelly, “we are 
able to provide students with medical care, healthy meals, clean water, and 
more every day. Beyond helping some of the most deprived orphans and their 
Grandmothers, it is our holistic human rights-based approach to alleviating the 

cycle of poverty that is most exciting to me.” 

Kelly enjoys all things outdoors including snowboarding, hiking, running, and gardening.  She is the proud mother of a 15 
year old boy named Tristan.

“In this area of Uganda, there is only one physician for every 250,000 people.”  
- Dr. Paul Deweese
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Thanks to a grant from the Stephen Lewis Foundation, we began construction on 130 

houses that have directly increased the health, hygiene, economic security, food 

security and general wellbeing of 130 Grandmothers and approximately 780 orphans.   

By the end of 2010, 107 houses were completed while 23 houses are still under 

construction.. In addition, 82 latrines and 32 kitchens were built, while 40 latrines and 

40 kitchens are now under construction. Still, for every Grandmother we help, there 

are thousands more living in complete destitution. Your continued support is critical 

to their welfare. To make a donation on line, please go to www.nyakascool.org. 

Our Unsung Heroes’ Housing Update.

Host a Basket Party and Build a Grandmother a Home.
Did you know that a Nyaka Grandmothers Basket Party raises an average of $700, which is the 
equivalent amount needed to build one Grandmother a home? By hosting a Basket Party, you place 
their stories in the ears of your friends and family. You spread the word about the 547 children Nyaka 
serves as well as the 2.4 million other orphans that go without proper nutrition, access to an educa-
tion, and clean drinking water.  

You can make a huge difference in the life of a Grandmother by hosting a simple and fun Basket 
Party in your home, church, school or office today. Nyaka makes it easy! The application, step-by-

step instructions, and invitations are all available for download at www.nyakaschool.org. 
 

“After accepting an internship at Nyaka this March, I hosted my own Basket Party.  Hosting a party is a 
great way to educate your social circle about the issues e�ecting the  HIV/AIDS orphans of rural Uganda 
and raise funds for this extraordinary organization. I invited my student friends, cooked Ugandan cuisine, 
and sent out materials for my guests to read while they browsed a beautiful selection of baskets and 
beads. If my guests were unable to �nd the perfect item at my party, I directed them to the new online Etsy 
Nyaka Grandmothers Shop.  What followed was an amazing outpouring of interest in the project.  I was 
very impressed by how many students were willing to spend what little money they had to help support 
these amazing women.” 

- Claire Psarouthakis, Nyaka Sales and Merchandising Intern
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It is not unusual for a grandmother to care for up to 14 grandchildren and other orphans.  
They do so without any safety net like social security or welfare. 

A new home.

An old hut.

“I was staying in an old, poor leaking grass-thatched hut and whenever it rained at the night, 
I would wake up and stand in a the corner with my 12- year-old grandchild.   During the rainy 
season, I could not  sleep at all as my bedding was wet. I was scared of getting seriously sick 
or dying due to coldness.  I am now a happy granny who owns my very own iron-roofed 
house and a pit latrine. By God's mercy, my grandchild and I did not contract cholera, as my 
pit latrine was in a very poor state before Nyaka helped me.  I never had hope of owning an 
iron-roofed house, especially at my age! Nor did I imagine being able to sleep comfortably 
without being disturbed by rainfall during the night.  I am so grateful to Nyaka for giving me 
a new house and latrine.”  - Akampobusingye Vereria, 80 years old.  



Statistics show that children who attend pre-school 
enter primary school with better pre-reading skills, 
richer vocabularies, and stronger basic math skills than 
those who do not. To get children started on this 
positive track to becoming well educated citizens, 60 of 
some of the youngest orphans  are now enrolled in 
kindergarten classes at both Kutamba and Nyaka 
Primary Schools.  

These students, ages 4-5, are studying English (Uganda’s national language) to comple-
ment Rukiga, their native tongue. Like the elder students, they have been promised an 
education all the way up to university as long as they pass their national exams.

Vocational Training Offered
For students of Nyaka who want to pursue a trade, like 
Hannington (pictured left), vocational training will be made 
available. Nyaka realizes the importance of building a strong 
vocational program. Tailoring and computer skills are now 
being offered and there are plans to add more workshops in 
the future.

Hannington attended driving school and is now employed 
by Nyaka as a driver.  This means that despite suffering as a 

orphan, he has a steady income which he uses to help care for his elderly grandmother 
nearby.  All things tend to come full circle and on a recent visit he drove Director Jackson 
around!

Justine’s Update:  A trip to Shriners
With the help of family, friends and volunteers of Nyaka, Justine has made her first trip to 

Shriners Hospital for Children in Boston where she will 
receive medical and reconstructive care over the next 3 to 6 
months.  

In May, doctors operated on Justine’s lip and neck using skin 
grafts from her abdomen and thighs. This procedure was 
done to release the tension of the skin that has been increas-
ing as Justine’s healthy skin continues to grow.  

While in recovery, she will see tutors on staff who will give her studies and homework so 
she won’t fall behind. Please keep Justine in your hearts and pray for her speedy recovery. 

Jackson’s
Book Tour Continues

CHICAGO, IL
Tues, Jun 14, 6 pm
Uptown Library

CHICAGO, IL
Wed, Jun 15, 7 pm
Women & Children First
Bookstore

MILWAUKEE, WI
Tues, Jun 28, 7:00 pm
Boswell Book Company

SOUTH CHICAGO, IL
Mon, Aug 15, 6:45 pm
Beverly Branch Library

LANSING, MI
Wed, Aug17, 6 pm
Everybody Reads

BOULDER, CO
Wed, Aug 24, 7:30 pm
Boulder Bookstore

DENVER, CO
Thurs, Aug 25, 7:30 pm
Tattered Cover LoDo

Nyaka now offers pre-school!
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Need for Secondary School Grows
This year, because of The Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project’s generous donors, more students than ever are being supported 
– over 540!  However, as we look into the future, the need to build a secondary school is becoming increasingly clear, as 
it costs $500/student annually to send the students to outlying boarding schools.  As more young students graduate 
primary school the need for this initiative is becoming more urgent. Please watch for more updates on this project soon.



Amazing Volunteering
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My Trip to Nyaka - by volunteer, Carol Auld

I just got back from my 5th year of volunteering at Nyaka.   This year, I spent 8 weeks 
there with my son Michael and my friends Paul , Alice and Joe.  We were away from 
phones, internet and hot water.  We woke up to roosters crowing and prayed that 
some “paining” goat didn’t keep us up at night!

After landing in Kampala, Uganda’s largest city and capital, we drove to Nyaka, which 
takes anywhere from 7 - 12 hours, and arrived in time for dinner.  To say the food is 
organic is an understatement.  The garden planted by Eden Vardy two years ago, kept 
us feasting on dodo (a green vegetable sort of like spinach) – as well as passion fruit, 
beans and cabbage.   

Alice and Joe went to Kutumba for the school week  where Joe, a former teacher and 
principal, brought a teaching tool for reading and word recognition and taught both 
the teachers and students how to use them. Alice came back raving about the abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables – 
but it turned out that this abundance was special for them.  Kutumba had been so grateful to have them there as their first 
ever volunteers!

Michael worked one-on-one with students in math and quickly became the computer guru for the teachers.   He had a 
little boy named Derrick who followed him around.  Derrick is number one in the P4 class – and he is a whiz. He will follow 
anyone who can teach him anything, especially if it involves computers or cameras.  He is very quiet, but so curious, like 
many of the other orphans so eager to learn.

Paul orchestrated the first part of the P3 book project – the making of paper mache puppets and putting on a puppet 
show.  We knew the paper mache would be a new art form, but didn’t realize that even the teacher could not comprehend 
a puppet show.  The kids loved sloshing on that gooey paper and molding the animal shapes from our story.  The puppet 
show, itself, was more of a simulcast with the “real” play.  The whole concept of a puppet show just didn’t exist – in spite of 
Paul & me putting on a little mini-show. 

It’s always a humbling experience to visit Nyaka. Because of their shared background, the children never have any com-
plaints, only gratitude and big smiles. They get along, learn together side-by-side and show respect for one another. 
Everyone in the community is so very grateful for the presence of Nyaka. It shows every day, in every face.

Hearts Full of Hope
In 2009, �fteen students from Elm Place Middle School in Highland Park, Illinois formed "Hearts Full of Hope" with the goal 
of supporting the orphans of Nyaka.  These students work to help people from di�erent cultures who have experienced pain 
that they cannot fully comprehend. We are proud to report that the group recently placed �rst in the state in the Interna-
tional Creative Problem Solving program. This competition encourages students to develop a vision
for the future. To achieve this goal, they sent Nyaka orphans in the following:

1. Cameras to document their lives by making picture scrapbooks as personal records.

2.  200 hopeful books, translated into Rukiga, the native language of the area.

3.  Blankets for the youngest orphans.

4.  Solar �ashlights for students who spend the nights alone with no light.

5.  Pen pal letters and recordings to establish a real connection between the two schools.
Funds were raised by selling Nyaka bracelets and Mother’s Day cards and hosting bake sales.
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We need your support.

We’ve helped hundreds of AIDS orphans live
a better life, but there are still millions more.

On behalf of the children, their Grandmothers, our staff, Board of Directors 
and the entire Nyaka community, THANK YOU for your ongoing support!

HOST a PARTY &
BUILD a HOUSE

BUY a BOOK START a FRIENDS OF
NYAKA CHAPTER

One party raises enough 
money to build one house 

25% of the royalties are 
donated directly to Nyaka

Support our students from  
your own hometown

MAKE a DONATION TODAY!
Learn more online at www.nyakaschool.org

Get Involved! Stay Involved!

Nyaka’s
Board of Directors

Twesigye Jackson Kaguri - 
Founder & Executive Director

Jennifer Thomson - Chair

Emma Mugisha - Vice Chair

Jude Mugerwa - Secretary

Diane Goldberg Hunckler - 
Development Chair

Frank Byamugisha

Ann Hopkins

Chris Lowe

Janis Simon
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