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His tor ica l  Soc ie ty  
o f  the  Nyacks

by Win Perry, AIA, Society President

HALF MOON REPLICAS REVISITED

Among the recent correspondence coming to the Historical 
Society was an email from Dr. Peter Mulder of Leiden, 

Netherlands, who is researching the history of the replica of 
Henry Hudson’s Half Moon (Halve Maen), which was built in 
the Netherlands and transported on a steamship to Albany, New 
York, for participation in the 1909 Hudson-Fulton Celebration. 
Dr. Mulder said that, after the celebration, the ship was given to 
the Palisades Interstate Park Commission and was caulked and 
painted and stored for about two years at the Hudson Yacht and 
Boat Company, now the Julius Petersen Boatyard in Upper Nyack. 

He asked whether we had any images in our archives of the Half 
Moon in Nyack. Fortunately, I was able to say yes and send him the 
view (right) of the Half Moon tied up in the basin at the boatyard 
that was in our recent exhibit, B. W. Church—Boat Builder, curated 
by T. Robins Brown. In his reply, Dr. Mulder sent this picture 
(above) of the Half Moon under tow in Amsterdam on route to 
Rotterdam where it was loaded on shipboard for the trip across the 
Atlantic. Dr. Mulder has read over 1,000 stories and news articles 
about the history of the replica ship that contain some fascinating 
gaps and contradictions, which he is trying to sort out. He has 
promised to send us his booklet when it is finished. Apparently, the 
ship was moved from Nyack to Alpine, New Jersey, where it could 
be seen by ferry passengers and visitors to the Cornwallis House. 
That version of the Half Moon ended up in Cohoes, New York, 
in 1934, a victim of neglect. Interestingly, another replica of the 
Half Moon was built in Albany in 1989, participated in the 2009 
Hudson-Fulton Celebration, and is now in the Netherlands for an 
extended visit. What fun that the Historical Society of the Nyacks 
is involved in this transatlantic story. 

Our museum is open from 1 to 4 pm on Sundays and is 
located in the lower level of the Depew House, 50 Piermont 
Avenue (directly east of the Nyack Library).

This charming photograph of a Nyack yacht basin with the Half 
Moon alongside luxurious motor yachts was first published 
in Motor Boat’s Dec. 25, 1910, issue. From right to left are 
replicas of the 581/2 foot Half Moon created for the Hudson-
Fulton Celebration of 1909, 120 foot Sentinel, 96 foot Gertrude 
IV, and Theodora.

Upcoming Exhibit at our Museum
March 6-May 29 (Sundays) 

Nyack Before the Malls: A Business History
The exhibit will highlight Nyack’s role as the 

commercial center of Rockland County from 1870 to 
1970. It will include memorabilia and photos featuring 
interiors and exteriors of many of the businesses that 
flourished during this time, including a department 
store, men’s and women’s clothing stores, shoe 
stores, a fish market, several food markets, a brewing 
company, a candy and ice cream shop, a music shop, 
and a furrier. Readers with memorabilia from this era 
are encouraged to contact Leontine at 845-358-4234 
to have their archival items considered for the exhibit.
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Commission, proposing to turn PIP docks into seaplane ports that 
would serve what Fokker envisioned as a burgeoning commercial 
seaplane market in New York, as well as bringing visitors to the 
park system. These ideas were taken into consideration by the 
Commission, but ultimately scrapped, as a for-profit venture did 
not fit with the Park’s mission. 

Fokker’s eccentricities made him difficult to work and live 
with. His two marriages were failures. The first, in 1919, to the 
German Sophie von Morgen, ended in 1923 with von Morgen 

not being able to tolerate Fokker’s erratic schedule. In 1927, he 
married Violet Austman, who also had a difficult time enduring his 
eccentricities. After being hospitalized for a “nervous ailment” in 
late 1928, Austman returned to the couple’s New York apartment 
and committed suicide by jumping from the window. Later in life, 
Fokker made a very candid assessment of his personality, noting his 
tendency to get too wrapped up in his work stating: “I have now 
learned . . . that one must give a little too; in love one has to use one’s 
brain just as much as in business, and perhaps even more.” Violet’s 
death resonated deeply with Fokker and it seemed to coincide with 
his slowing down in life. 

In the 1930s, Fokker’s ventures often failed to keep up with 
the advances being made in aviation; his planes were still mainly 
iterations of those that had made his company notable during 
World War I. He was bought out by General Motors, who not long 
after dropped him as a subsidiary. For the remaining years of his life, 
Fokker became a salesman for several American aviation companies 
negotiating the sales of planes and manufacturing rights abroad. 

In late 1939, Fokker’s health began to fail. Many years of flying 

Nyack has known no shortage of interesting characters 
in the past, including short-term resident, aviator, 

and airplane manufacturer, Anthony Fokker. Born on the 
island of Java to Dutch coffee plantation owners, Hermann 
and Anna Diemont Fokker in 1890, Fokker and his family 
moved back to Holland in 1894. Growing up, Fokker 
hated school and would regularly cut class to go boating. 
Nonetheless, he had a knack for making things with his 
hands, turning the family’s attic into his personal workshop.

Quitting high school before he could graduate, Fokker 
left for Germany to attend aeronautical school in the 
wake of the aviation craze sweeping Europe. After earning 
his German pilot’s license in 1911, Fokker began to build 
experimental planes with friends. In an era where trial and 
error was still prominent over designs based on theoretical 
application, the ever tinkering Fokker succeeded. He 
founded Fokker Aviatik just outside of Berlin and began 
manufacturing planes. Fokker began by seeking contracts 
with Russia and Germany prior to World War I and landed 
a contract with the German army in 1913 for four planes. 
His factories became notable in the war for producing the 
D.VII design, which was popular with the German air force, 
and a timing mechanism that allowed pilots to fire machine 
guns through the blades of a plane’s propellers.

After the war, Fokker relocated to the Netherlands, where 
he turned to exporting his aircraft and selling licenses for the 
production of Fokker planes, both military and commercial, 
in foreign territories. In 1924, he established what would 
be the first of several American subsidiaries, the Atlantic 
Aircraft Corporation in Teterboro, New Jersey. Initially 
living in a New York City apartment, as his operations in 
Teterboro ramped up he began buying property in the area. 
He purchased a house in Alpine, New Jersey, and later, in 
1937, the house at 649 North Broadway in Upper Nyack. 
Fokker called the Upper Nyack house Undercliff Manor. 
He modified it, demolishing a section of the back wall and 
adding a glass-enclosed portico to give himself a better view 
of the Hudson. A major draw of the house was its dock—
Fokker could now moor his newly built yacht the Q.E.D. 
(from the Latin quod erat demonstrandum “thus it has been 
proven”), on the Hudson. 

Fokker designed the yacht himself and its final cost 
came to about $200,000, more than any one of his aircraft. 
Fokker was the epitome of the eccentric businessman. He 
never kept a regular schedule and was notoriously late 
for meetings. He neither smoked nor drank, but had an 
admitted sweet tooth—ice cream was his major vice. 

He test flew almost all the designs his factory produced. 
He also had big plans for the Palisades Interstate Park 

ANTHONY FOKKER - NYACK’S ECCENTRIC AVIATOR
by Joe Barbieri, Nyack Library, Local History Room, HSN Trustee

                                                           Continued on page 3

A young Anthony Fokker poses in his flight gear (undated)
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The roots of the world-wide organization known as the YMCA 
began in England in the 1840s as a way of bringing young men 

together for Bible study and activities. Young men were leaving the 
countryside and the concept of urbanization was beginning. By 
1851, urbanization had arrived in the United States and the first 
YMCA was founded in Boston. 

In Nyack, local interest began in the 1860s. Over the next 
few decades, the Y was located in various facilities around Main 
Street and Broadway. In a second attempt to organize, many 
books were accumulated for the Reading Room, which would 
provide the nucleus of the collection of the Nyack Public Library. 
  During its development, the board of the YMCA was made up of 
volunteers from the Nyack communities. One resident who served for 
a number of years was Garrett H. Hopper, father of Edward Hopper.  
      The current YMCA was organized in 1889 and incorporated in 
1891. It occupied rooms in the St. Nicholas Hotel located on the 
south side of Main Street and near Broadway. One of its leaders was 
Frank Crumbie, an attorney who had served on the board of the 
East Side YMCA in Manhattan before moving to Nyack. He was 
very interested in seeing a YMCA grow in his new village. With his 
interest and enthusiasm, he helped the Y move to larger quarters on 
Burd Street in 1909. 

Crumbie was very involved in the Nyack communities. He became 
mayor of Upper Nyack, was a volunteer for the Empire Hook and 
Ladder Company, and served as president of the Nyack Trust Company. 
With vision and commitment, Crumbie helped the membership of 
the YMCA grow and the idea of a YMCA building started to take 
shape. 

A fundraising campaign was begun and many Nyack residents 
contributed. Donations were large and small. The campaign was 
helped along by a large donation from philanthropist Edwin 
Gould (one of Jay Gould’s six children), which came about from 
a chance meeting on the ferry between Nyack and Tarrytown.  

by Gini Stolldorf, Editor

THE NYACK YMCA - ITS BEGINNINGS

One day, Crumbie and Gould happened to be on the 
same ferry. They did not know each other, but started 
a conversation and Crumbie happened to mention the 
YMCA in Nyack and the building fund. Gould was 
a successful stock market investor and philanthropist 
and one of his goals was to help young people achieve 
a better life. 

In talking about the Nyack YMCA building fund, 
Crumbie mentioned that $50,000 had already been 
raised. Gould nearly doubled this amount. The site at 
Broadway and Remsen Street had already been made 
available by Nyack resident Leroy Frost and, now with 
funding in place, the local architect Henry G. Emery 
was hired. The cornerstone was laid in September 1927 
and the building was completed in 1928.

   Fokker continued from page 2

YMCA circa 1930 - Nyack Library, Local History Room

in open-cockpit planes had caused him chronic sinus 
problems. He was treated by an osteopath to have a 
blockage removed from his nose, but never regained 
consciousness from the anesthesia. He was taken to 
Murray Hill Hospital, where he died on December 23rd.  
After a wake at Undercliff Manor, he was cremated and 
his ashes were returned to Holland. 

Fokker was a character, no doubt: an airplane 
manufacturer with no engineering degree let alone a 
completed high school education. He was successful in 
business, but a failure in personal relationships. Though 
he didn’t live in Upper Nyack for a long time, the Journal 
News noted that Nyack would miss Fokker, stating: 
“Small communities do not often attract men of his 
genius and prominence in international affairs . . . . He 
will be sorely missed as a citizen and in aviation circles.”
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In September, the John Green Preservation Coalition 
popped a champagne cork and drank to persuading an 

investment group to donate the John Green House at the foot 
of Main Street, the oldest house in Nyack built in the local 
stone house tradition favored by people of Dutch ancestry in 
this area. Not long after that last sip of bubbly, we have rolled 
up our sleeves and gone to work.

It’s amazing what’s been accomplished in four months! 
Members Win Perry and Ken Sharp could not wait to get 
to work inside the house. They have braved mold, dust, and 
animal carcasses, tearing down lath and sheetrock. With the 
help of Joe Barbieri from the Nyack Library, they cleared 
poison ivy and brush from the yard. Years of accumulated soil 
in the basement has been removed.

They filled a ten-cubic-yard dumpster with wood and debris 
and have unearthed a few artifacts, including a 1920s iron, an 
old rocking chair, a starter crank from an old car, a tea kettle, 
shards of ceramics, and 100-year-old books.

Eager to work, we have literally been tearing off the horrible 
stucco from the facade. The uncovered patches bear witness to 
what the beautiful locally quarried sandstone once looked like. 
Win has drafted an historic structure report and preservation 
plan.

Meanwhile, our coalition has been so fortunate to have local 
developer Bill Helmer and Nyack architect Drazen Cackovic 
shore up the house with wooden braces, which were erected on 
the north, east, andwest walls, and install additional supports 
under the floor joists. We are grateful for their support and 
interest in resuscitating  our house. After stabilizing  the 
structure, their continued assistance with masonry repairs 
was designed to prevent the collapse of a portion of the 
northeastern corner of the house’s facade. It was fascinating to 
watch the masons take down the precariously bulging corner.

Meanwhile, Rick Tannenbaum of the Coalition has been 
busy steering our fundraising efforts. Through meet-and-
greets, phone calls, farm-market tables, a Halloween banner, 

and an Indiegogo campaign, we’ve raised more than $15,000. 
Thanks again to the Historical Society of the Nyacks for its 
$1,000 donation.

So much has been accomplished as of mid-December, but the 
road forward is going to be long and hard. The neglected house 
needs help, and that help costs money, a lot of money. Please 
consider helping us continue along this journey. Go to  www.
johngreencoalition.org and click on Donate/Support, or mail a 
check to John Green Preservation Coalition, Inc., P.O. Box 378, 
Nyack, NY 10960. Donations to our 501(c)3 are tax-deductible.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE JOHN GREEN HOUSE?
by Tina Traster, John Green Preservation Coalition member, writer, and filmmaker

We are pleased to say that the Society has a brand new 
website. Please take a look. We wanted to make it brighter, 

more colorful, and easier to navigate.
On the site, you will find information on our current and past 

exhibitions, our John Scott Armchair Walking Tours, and the 
Great Nyack House Tour. 

For fascinating articles on the old days, visit our Newsletter 
page where you will have access to all of our newsletters from 
1988 on. Interested in going deeper? Check out the sources under 
our Resources tab.  Finally, we hope you will find it easier to join, 
donate, and purchase our publications and house plaques. 

What do you think? Send your comments and suggestions to   
website@nyackhistory.org.

Connect With HSN

Visit our our new website, like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter
www.nyackhistory.org

Join our E-mail List

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ti

na
  T

ra
st

er

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ti

na
  T

ra
st

er



Winter 2016, Hist. Society of the Nyacks, P.O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960, www.nyackhistory.org  -5-

Historical  Society  house  plaques,  commemorating the 
date a house was built,  are gaining popularity  in the 

Nyacks.  We’ve delivered  17  so far  and  hope  to increase  our 
orders this year.  J.B., a recent purchaser wrote:  “Thank 
you so much for your generosity and help with our 
house’s history. We are eager to soon display the (historical 
society’s) plaque on the house”. 

Our favorite part of the process is the research. In the case 
above, we had the following details to impart to the purchaser 
as well as an iconic photo of the Nyack “toll gate”: 

“Your property was once part of a 44-acre farm 
located along the south side of the Nyack Turnpike, now 
Route  59.  It  extended from just east of the toll gate that 
was near where West Broadway now meets Route 59, 
westward to Greenbush Road.  The farm was owned by Jacob 
Van Houten until his death in about 1859, and then passed to 
his son Jacob Blauvelt Van Houten...

A number of lots, including yours, were bought by Henry 
Gesner, a shipbuilder, although we have not found his deed.   
In 1871, Gesner sold Lot 7 to Thomas Hines...

We have examined the house and find that its construction 
and style are characteristic of that period, so we think it is a fair 
assumption that it was built for Thomas Hines in about 1872, 
a year or so after his purchase...”

Please consider a plaque for your house. You can order one by 
sending a check for $150 to  the  Historical Society of the 
Nyacks,  P.O. Box 850,  Nyack,  NY  10960,  along with your 
contact information. If you have questions, contact me at 845-
358-0552 or Leontine at 845-358-4234.

A HOUSE PLAQUE 
AND MORE KEEP ABREAST OF OUR EXHIBITS:

WILLIAM BRUCKNER 
November 29, 2015 - February 28, 2016  

William Bruckner was a beloved New York painter who 
featured his adopted hometown of Nyack and neighboring 
landscapes in oil paints, watercolors, and drawings. Much of his 
artistry depicted the village of Nyack and the Hudson River. He 
was also known for his still lifes and portraits. He was the notable 
portraitist of theater legend and fellow resident Helen Hayes, and 
honored black civil rights activist Mary McLeod Bethune.

Bruckner was born December 1, 1915, in Vienna, Austria. At 
the age of ten, he came to the Unites States with his family. He 
first studied at the Chicago Art Institute, and later at the Barnes 
Foundation in Merion, Pennsylvania, where he had his own 
portrait studio. During World War II, he served in the U.S. Army 
Air Force as an artist and a translator for his superior officers on 
the front lines in Germany. He returned to America to begin a 
family with German-born Ninetta Sombart, with whom he had 
four children. Later, he married Christel Rohrbach and had a 
fifth child, Christine, who was raised in Nyack. William spent 
the remainder of his life painting the views he cherished around 
his home, especially Hook Mountain State Park, Memorial Park, 
the Nyack marinas, and the hills around Nyack College.

Tributary by William  Bruckner

Upcoming Exhibits
March 6 - May 29 

Nyack Before the Malls; A Business History
For more about the exhibit and how to contribute to it, 

refer to page one.
June and July 

Treasures from Our Collection
September - November 

Sally Savage: Nyack Photos

by Betty Perry, HSN Trustee
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For over 20 years, the ArmChair Walking Tours, 
cosponsored by the Historical Society of the 

Nyacks and the Friends of the Nyacks, have fascinated 
and intrigued our residents with over 50 multimedia 
presentations.

The ArmChair tours trace their roots back to 
outdoor tours offered by the Friends of the Nyacks in 
the late 1970s. By the mid-1990s, it was realized that 
these popular tours should be expanded beyond the 
“walking tour weather season” and the indoor tours 
were born.  John Scott, the great Rockland historian, 
to whom these programs are now dedicated, started 
them and we are pleased to continue his work.

Stories have included such diverse topics as the 
treachery of Benedict Arnold, the naval battles of 
the Tappan Zee during the American Revolution, 
Camp Shanks during World War II, early roads, such 
as Kings Highway and the Nyack Turnpike, and the 
first railroads, the Erie and the West Shore Railroad.

The programs have explored the history and 
lore of our villages and towns.  Along the way, we 
learned about dynamic personalities, including Jim 
Farley, Rockland’s great national political leader, and 
Dr. Pierre Bernard, the Omnipotent Oom. Other 
programs reviewed over 60 years of great theater at 
Nyack’s Elmwood Playhouse and highlighted the 
return of bald eagles to the Lower Hudson Valley 
through magnificent photographs.

Presenters also explored the pros and cons of 
Nyack’s controversial Urban Renewal Program and 
the early industries of Rockland County, including 
rock quarrying, ice harvesting, iron mining, and 
farming. The beautiful Victorian homes of Nyack 
and the Hudson Valley were featured along with 
many other profusely illustrated programs.

 And now, we are presenting these 
programs at senior citizen clubs throughout 
 the county.

We thank our many presenters, as well as the Nyack 
Library, Valley Cottage Library, Nyack Center, and 
the Town of Clarkstown for hosting these programs.

JOHN SCOTT ARMCHAIR WALKING TOURS
by Bob Goldberg, HSN Trustee

Wednesday, December 9, 7:00 p.m.
and Thursday, December 10, 2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.
and Thursday, January 21, 2:00 p.m.

Folks Who Made Nyack what it 
is Today

The Story of America’s First 
Great Railroad: The Erie

Jim Leiner
Remember the Days

 Columnist, Nyack Villager

Bob Goldberg
Former Producer, ArmChair 

Walking Tours

Two John Scott ArmChair Walking Tours
Illustrated Slide Presentations - 2015

   Wednesday Programs: 7:00 p.m. at Nyack Library, 59 S. Broadway
Thursday programs: 2:00 p.m. at  Valley Cottage Library, 110 Route 303

In 2005, the John Scott Armchair Walking Tours were awarded the Rockland County Executive's Merit  Award 
for Historic Preservation.

Two images from our popular Erie Railroad program.
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Nyack Sketch Log — An Artist and Writer Explores the History of a Hudson 
River Village  —  Sketches and Short Essays by Bill Batson — $25
2014, Bill Batson Arts Ltd., 132 pages.  First edition, signed by the author. 

The Nyacks — $20
2005, Historical Society of the Nyacks and Nyack Library. From the series Images of 
America, Arcadia Publishing.

Life at the Clarkstown Country Club, a place where the philosopher may dance 
and the fool be provided with a thinking cap — $15
Reprint 2010, Historical Society of the Nyacks. Originally published in 1935 by the 
Clarkstown Country Club.

Old Nyack — An Illustrated Historical Sketch of Nyack-on-the-Hudson — $10 
2009 facsimile reprint of the original 1928 publication by the Nyack National 
Bank. Covers the history of the community from prehistoric times through the 
nineteenth  century.

Nyack in Black & White - Race Relations over Three Centuries — $10
by Carl Nordstrom, 360 pages, 2005, Historical Society of the Nyacks and the 
Nyack  Library.

The Nyack Star Quilt — 1862 — $8
by Regina Haring, Firth Haring Fabend and Winston C. Perry, Jr. , 2011, Historical 
Society of the Nyacks. 

History of Nyack for Children — DVD — $7
by Marion Anderson, featuring old photographs of the Nyacks.

Rocklandia — $5
by Jane McDill Anderson, illustrated by Donald C. Lynch, 1977, Morgan and 
Morgan,  Inc.

Most of these publications may be purchased at the Nyack Library and all of them 
can be obtained during open hours at our museum, 50 Piermont Avenue, lower level. To 
order by mail, add $3 per item for shipping and mail your check to Historical Society of 
the Nyacks, P.O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960.

Prices include sales tax.

OUR SHOP

Old NyackThe Nyack Star 
Quilt
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Join our E-mail List

JOIN THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Please take a few moments to benefit local history. 

Your support helps us to maintain and enhance our 
museum in the DePew House and enables us to 
continue popular activities such as  our acclaimed Great 
Nyack House Tour, our John Scott  ArmChair Walking 
Tours, and other special lectures and programs. See the 
mailing label on this page for your membership status.

Please mail your donation to Historical Society of the 
Nyacks, P.O. Box 850, Nyack, NY 10960 or 
go to nyackhistory.org/support.html       

  r Family/Joint $28   
  r Individual $15

  r  Business/Professional $50          
   r Donation $______

Is this your last issue? Check 
the expiration date above your 
name and join, renew or donate 
below.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

HELP US CELEBRATE OUR COMING OF AGE

COMING OF AGE: Silent auction items: tickets to concerts, 
theater, sports events; stays in vacation homes; professional 
services; artwork and antiques. Other creative ideas, contact 
Jennifer at jenniferrothschild@nyackhistory.org or at 
845-480-5567.Event volunteers: table arrangements, 
decorations,silent auction logistics, contact Jennifer above.
MUSEUM: Docent (Sunday rotation); assist putting up and 
taking down of exhibits. Contact Leontine 845-358-4234.
HOUSE TOUR: Looking for chair and committee members

The Society turns 21 in 2016! We will be celebrating our coming 
of age this fall honoring Win Perry, without whom making it 
out of adolescence would have been tough. A glorious party 
highlighting HSN’s efforts is the goal. There is much to do, 
please join the effort and the fun.


