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NWPC-NY 
A Message From The President: 
Sharon Nelson   

We hope you had an amazing Summer! 

The NY Chapter recently made headlines at the NWPC - National Convention in Washington, DC, where we led the cheer 
after seeing our own Donna Lent assume her role as the new National President.                   

Our Summer was especially productive. We partnered with a number of notable 
individuals and organizations that we were thrilled to work with!   First, with Robin Bell-
Stevens of the Jazzmobile Summer Concert Series, and then, with the NYC Board of 
Elections on Voter Registration canvassing. Please join me in thanking Paula Wilson,VP-
Membership, and Priscilla Quansah, Manager, Membership and their crew, for the 
outstanding recruitment efforts at these events.  

We were also thrilled to top the list of Fall initiatives with a new partnership with CUNY at the Murphy Institute where 
candidate training will be made available to women seeking political office.  We must acknowledge the great support we 
received from both Linda Young and Paris Bienert of the National NWPC in creating our very own "NWPC - NY Candidate 
Training" program starting September 19th. This could not have happened without their help. 

Topping our Winter efforts and in membership news, Varahn Chamblee will lend a hand and open a Bronx location in 
October where we will host meetings for six months, which will greatly assist us as we continue to grow our Membership.  
In addition The National Urban Fellows is hosting us as part of their Hispanic Heritage celebration on October 27th. In local 
politics, Howard Lowe, our Political Director, has been researching and analyzing women candidates in local races.  In that 
regard, we anticipate partnering with one of the candidate forum organizations to co-host a debate or two in October 2015.  
And in our on-going concern for the economic needs of our sisters,  we are looking forward to organizing a holiday 
shopping event on November 14th from 8AM-9:30AM at Costco (517 East 117th Street) and "The Child School" for families 
of Special Needs Children to provide them with an exclusive "jump" on shopping for their children. 
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And lastly in December, we will hold a reception for our membership where we will share our goals, reflect on our first year 
as a re-established chapter, present our ERA plan for 2016 , and begin to look at our endorsement plan for the 2016 races!  
Stay tuned.....       
  

On Our Minds... 
Members of the NWPC NY recently participated in Women's Equality Day's "People's Town Hall," to celebrate 
democracy, citizenship, and freedom on the 95th Anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment. Hosted 
by Women On 20s, in sisterhood with Unite Women New York, WomensActivism.NYC, and Women You 
Should Know, the meeting drew a dedicated group of supporters, offering engaging discussion on valuing 
women in the U.S. today, including the future of a woman on our currency. 



And the program truly delivered on its promise to present a spirited 
discussion: Moderated by Liz Abzug, Founder/CEO of the Bella 
Abzug Leadership Institute, each speaker's unique contribution to 
women's equality was clearly identified, and their presentations 
proved to be extremely stirring and provocative: From Council 
member Laurie Cumbo's call for more UN involvement aimed at 
finding the kidnapped "women who had put their lives on the line to 

get an education", NYS Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin's quest to end sexual exploitation, and NYC Commissioner Rose Pierre-
Louis's demand for "gender justice", to the powerful words of educator Nicholas 
Ferroni who commented that "lots of men are PROUD to fight for a woman's honor, 
but NOT FOR HER RIGHTS".  The Women's Equality Day was an exciting, 
informative and inspirational Call to Action...proving once again that  Education is 
INDEED the only true equalizer.  


In Washington, D.C., Women's Equality Day also took center stage with U.S. Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney,  NYS Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul and U.S.Senator Kirsten Gillibrand making their voices 
heard...loud and clear: Equality Now and Forever. 


Meet Our Member: Priscilla Quansah  
1. Why did you join NWPC-NY? 

I joined NWPC-NY after learning about it through Paula Wilson. I wanted to support her 
commitment to the organization and in the process, found myself committed to the same 
cause...and it was also a great opportunity to surround myself with empowering women, 
from whom I could learn so much!


2. I care about the work that NWPC-NY is doing because......

I was raised in a household full of women and have seen what happens when female 
empowerment is nurtured. The NWPC-NY is not unlike my household, where the dreams of women like myself 
are validated and fostered. The NWPC-NY not only encourages, but also provides resources for women to 
have the opportunity to establish themselves as leaders. As a law student and future attorney, I am well aware 
of the setbacks that exist for women who want to influence their communities, government, and culture. 
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Through the work NWPC-NY is doing,  I will no longer just hope that women will one day break the glass 
ceiling, but  (instead) I will bear witness to women doing so through the support and aid of the NWPC-NY. 


3. My favorite experience with the NWPC-NY has been: 
Working on the Voter Registration committee. I will always carry with me an encounter I had during a recent 
voter registration drive held in Harlem. A lively 78 woman took hold of my hand and thanked me for the effort 
my fellow NWPC-NY members and I were making in registering citizens to vote. I learned there was a time in 
her life when she, as an African American woman in the United States, was unable to vote. Her story was one 
of many I heard and the common thread was that of gratitude and a recognition of the power one holds when 
he or she has the opportunity to determine the political leadership of our country. 


4. In 2016 and beyond, I look forward to the NWPC-NY (doing) 
In 2016 and beyond, I look forward to the NWPC NY continuing to build up and train a crop of new future 
political leaders who will shape a better future for women in America.


Lots Of Work But We're Having Fun too...

�3


