COVID-19 Nursing Updates

Weekly "Chats"
The New Hampshire Division of Public Health
Services (DPHS) is hosting weekly calls to answer
healthcare provider and local partner questions
about COVID-19. The first “chat” session will be
held on Thursday March 12th from 12:00 – 1:00
pm (noon hour), and calls will recur weekly
thereafter. Call-in information for the Q&A chat
session is:
Visit the NH DHHS COVID-19
Website

Dial in: (833) 709-6685
Please note: This is an operator assisted call. No
conference code needed.
The number will stay the same for future weekly
calls.

ANA Responds to Coronavirus Pandemic Declaration
Press Release: Mar 11th 2020
SILVER SPRING, MD – The World Health Organization today declared the coronavirus a pandemic.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) yesterday released updated
recommendations advising that facemasks for clinical providers are an acceptable alternative when
there is a shortage of N95 respirators.
Given the pandemic declaration, the American Nurses Association (ANA), representing the nation’s
4 million registered nurses, believes a more definitive statement from CDC about the transmission
of coronavirus (COVID-19) is needed. Nurses must feel confident in this guidance that a medical
mask, along with the other required droplet PPE, is appropriate to provide patient care for known
COVID-19 cases.
While ANA acknowledges the challenges of ensuring an adequate PPE supply, we are concerned
that CDC recommendations are based solely on supply chain and manufacturing challenges.
Rationale for changes of this magnitude should be based on evidence that reflects a better
understanding of the transmission of COVID-19. It’s also concerning that these recommendations
do not offer strategies to address the limited manufacturing and supply chain of necessary personal
protective equipment (PPE). While the interim recommendations may assist in preserving the supply
of N95 respirators and other PPE, it could also confuse health care professionals considering

appropriate levels of protection that may be needed when caring for a known or suspected patient.
We urge the CDC to consider the following actions:
Investigate and communicate on the transmission mode for coronavirus so that decisions about
appropriate PPE are based on the best information available.
Identify metrics for when the interim guidance will be rescinded to ensure that clinical providers and
health care facilities can prepare to continue caring for their patients and communities.
Nurses must trust that the decisions made at all levels are focused on their protection. This is
necessary for them to walk into a room every day and to safely continue providing ongoing patient
care in all health care settings.
ANA supports ongoing efforts to address and stem the spread of COVID-19. We appreciate the
efforts of all nurses, members of the health care team, decision makers and the public to respond to
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Magnify Your Voice—Use Storytelling to
Advance Nursing
Register for the FREE Nurses Month Webinar
Wednesday, May 20, 2020
1:00-2:00 p.m., EDT



REGISTER HERE

When was the last time you told your own story?
Where do you start? Attend ANA’s FREE National
Nurses Month webinar and learn the art of storytelling
from a master. Carolyn Jones, award-winning
filmmaker, author, and international storyteller, will
guide you through the steps to convey your unique
nursing journey.







