
  

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Board of Directors  
FROM: Angelo Somaschini, Chief General Counsel 
SUBJECT: Presidential Endorsements 
DATE: June 28, 2019 
CC: Constituent and State Nurses Associations 

Individual Member Division 
Organizational Affiliates 
Professional Policy Committee 
Loressa Cole, Chief Executive Officer 
Debbie Hatmaker, Chief Nursing Officer 

  

On June 22, 2019, the ANA Membership Assembly rescinded the 1985 House of Delegates policies 
on U.S. presidential endorsements titled Establishment of a Policy Regarding Presidential Candidate 
Endorsement and Presidential Endorsement Procedure (hereinafter, “1985 Policies”). As a result, the 
Association no longer has any policy directing the ANA Board of Directors (hereinafter, “Board”) in 
relation to presidential endorsements going forward. This memorandum provides clarification on 
the boundaries of the Board’s authority in respect thereof. 

Under general principles of corporate law, an entity’s board of directors is entitled to exercise all 
powers, and to do all acts and things, as the entity is authorized to exercise and do, subject to 
restrictions imposed under the law or in articles of incorporation or bylaws or any regulation and/or 
policy of the entity.  

This is reflected in District of Columbia statutes governing nonprofit corporations organized under 
District of Columbia law, such as ANA (see Code of the District of Columbia, §29-406.01). The 
laws of the jurisdiction of incorporation normally govern a corporation’s internal operations, even if 
the corporation’s operations take place outside that jurisdiction. 

With specific respect to presidential endorsements by ANA, it follows that absent a provision in 
bylaws or policies directing the Board on if and how it can endorse presidential candidates, the 
Board has discretion to endorse (or not endorse) any presidential candidate.  

In particular, the ANA bylaws: 

(1) expressly grant the Board the power to exercise corporate responsibility and fiduciary duties 
consistent with applicable laws and regulations (Article IV, Section 3.a); and 

(2) set forth no provisions regarding endorsement of presidential candidates. 
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As for policies, the only ANA governing documents regarding presidential endorsements were the 
now-rescinded 1985 Policies. 

Accordingly, nothing would now prevent the Board from exercising its discretion to endorse a U.S. 
presidential candidate, if the Board determines doing so to be in the best interest of the Association. 

I shall remain available to answer any questions or concerns you may have regarding the above. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Angelo Somaschini 
Chief General Counsel 


