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Keynote Speaker: Sandy Summers, RN, 
MSN, MPH  
How Media Advocacy Can Save Lives 
Founder and Executive Director 
Sandy Summers is the Executive Director 
of The Truth About Nursing. Since 2001, 
she has led the effort to change how the world views nursing by challenging 
damaging media depictions of nurses. Ms. Summers is the co-author of 
Saving Lives: Why the Media's Portrayal of Nursing Puts Us All at Risk. Her 
media advocacy work began when she and fellow Johns Hopkins graduate 
students began the movement in April 2001. She speaks frequently on 
nursing's image and empowering nurses to change how they are perceived. 

 
Ms. Summers has a master’s degrees in Nursing and Public Health from Johns Hopkins University (2002). 
She received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Southern Connecticut State University in 1984. 

 
Prior to her graduate work, Ms. Summers practiced nursing in the emergency departments and intensive 
care units of some of America's major trauma centers, including San Francisco General Hospital, Charity 
Hospital at 
New Orleans, Washington Hospital Center (D.C.), Georgetown Hospital, and D.C. General Hospital. From 
1994-97, Ms. Summers lived in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where among other jobs, she taught nursing 
teachers at the Central Nursing School, and undertook nursing research for the International Research 
Development Centre and 
Redd Barna (Norwegian Save the Children). 
 
Ms. Summers is a member of Sigma Theta Tau, the international nursing honor society, and Delta Omega, 
the public health honor society. Ms. Summers lives in Baltimore, Maryland with her husband and two 
children. She spent her childhood in Vernon-Rockville, Connecticut. To learn more about Sandy Summer, 
visit her Website at http://www.truthaboutnursing.org. 

 
Endnote Speaker 
Joel Weintraub, M.Ed., B.S. 
Love Your Job! Love Your Life! 
Joel Weintraub is a “humorous educator” who has managed to 
merge the formerly disparate worlds of comedy, business, health, 
health care and education. By combining his professional comedy 
experience with his master’s degree in Exercise Physiology and 
his bachelor’s in Health Education from Temple University, Joel 
has entertained and educated audiences as diverse as Nursing 
Associations, Health Care Associations, Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organizations, Assisted Living and Home Care Associations, 

Therapeutic Recreation Association’s, Firefighters, Physicians, Attorneys, HR Professionals, Fortune 500 
Companies, Accountants, Teachers, the PTA and even Burglar Alarm Installers. From the “World Bank” to 
Dangerfield’s Comedy Club to major radio stations, the local news and the Food Channel they have all 
laughed and learned with “Humor for the Health of it”. Be sure to check out Joel on his website at 
www.healthhumor.com. 

Sponsored by  

http://www.truthaboutnursing.org/
http://www.healthhumor.com/


 
At this year’s conference Joel will talk about how to manage stress and increase focus as well as how to 
wash your emotions between patients. We wash our hands between patients but sometimes forget 
that emotions can be just infectious as not washing our hands. Joel will also discuss the neuroscience of 
humor and how to use humor in our lives. You can view Joel’s seminars on his website at 
www.healthhumor.com. 

 

Deborah Elliott, RN, BSN, MBA 
The Many Faces of Advocacy in Nursing 
Deborah Elliott is currently the Executive Director of the Center for Nursing 
at the Foundation of New York State Nurses and Nurses House. As a 
registered professional nurse, Deb’s clinical expertise is in the field of 
Women’s and Children’s Health, primarily Labor and Delivery. Her 
professional career began at a community hospital in the Capital District for 
which she worked for 27 years, 12 of those years were in administrative 
positions. Since obtaining a MBA from Union Graduate College, Deb has 
served in various leadership positions including the Executive Director for 
the Maternal Infant Network of the Capital District and the Deputy Executive 
Officer for the New York State Nurses Association. She has directed many 

programs and projects, including grants provided by the New York 
Department of Health, New York Department of Labor, the New York Department of Education, the United 
Way, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Deb is also a founding partner and faculty for the 
Leadership Innovation Academy, LLC (LiA) which provides leadership development training courses 
designed for nurses. Deb is a seasoned public speaker, educator and grants writer. She is certified in Labor 
Relations from Cornell University and an accredited facilitator in Five Behaviors of a Cohesive Team from 
Wiley. 

 
 

Janet Haebler, MSN, RN 
Armchair Advocacy 
As Senior Associate Director for State Government Affairs with the American 
Nurses Association (ANA), Janet serves as a resource to the state nurses 
associations in their efforts to advance their legislative and regulatory agendas. 
Throughout her forty-seven years’ experience in nursing, Janet held numerous 
staff and leadership positions in a variety of settings: acute and long-term care, 
managed care, and academia. 
 
She has dedicated the past 17 years to the policy and advocacy arena; first at the 
state level before joining ANA. While with the New York State Nurses’ Association, 
she was responsible for the Practice & Government Affairs program; during which 

time, Janet and her team celebrated such legislative successes as title “nurse” protection and safe patient 
handling & mobility. In addition to a number of other initiatives, her portfolio includes the number one 
issue for direct care nurses – safe staffing. Nine years ago, Janet launched the American Nurses Advocacy 
Institute, a year-long mentored program designed to develop nurse’s political competence. Janet 
completed her undergraduate degree in nursing at Russell Sage College in New York and master’s degree in 
nursing with a concentration in administration at Seton Hall University in New Jersey. 

http://www.healthhumor.com/


David Griffiths, MBA 
Malpractice Case Studies: Lessons, Recommendations and Stats 
 David Griffiths is Senior Vice President for the Healthcare division of Aon Affinity. David 
has overall responsibility for the malpractice insurance program for Nurses Service 
Organization. David is a licensed property and casualty insurance agent and has worked on 
the NSO medmal programs for the past 10 years. David’s works extensively on risk 
education often speaking at conferences on the topic of professional liability. David 
received his B.S. from the University of Maryland and his MBA from Moravian College. 
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Laura Terriquez-Kasey, DNP, MS, RN, CEN 
Disaster Preparedness 
Laura Terriquez-Kasey is an Associate Professor at Binghamton University, 
teaching since 2000. She is currently teaching three courses in Disaster 
Preparedness Certificate Program for graduate nurses. She completed her DNP 
specialization in Geriatrics (2015). Laura Terriquez-Kasey has been an Advanced 
Practice Nurse in Administration with a sub-specialization in Emergency and 
Trauma Care. She has served for 14 years with New York DMAT-2 and 20 years in 
the Army Nurse Corp. She was a Nurse Manager for Emergency services for many 
years and spent 12 years at Bellevue Hospital as an Emergency Nurse Leader. 
 

 
Dr. Marilyn L. Dollinger, BSN, MS 
Advocacy for New Grads 
Dr. Marilyn L. Dollinger is the Executive Associate Dean at the Wegmans 
School of Nursing, St. John Fisher College in Rochester, New York. She 
received a BS in Nursing from the University of Toronto, a MS in Nursing 
from Russell Sage College, a post-master’s certificate as a Family Nurse 
Practitioner from St. John Fisher College and a Doctorate of Nursing 
Science from the University of Buffalo. 
 
Dr. Dollinger is an active advocate and lecturer for legislative, regulatory, 
and health policy issues. She is the Chair of the Common Ground Health 

Board, a regional health round table and a member of the Lifetime Care Board executive committee. 
She is also a member of several regional and state nursing professional organization legislative and 
policy committees. Dr. Dollinger currently chairs the ANA-NY Legislative Committee and serves on the 
New York Organization of Executives and Leaders Public Policy Committee. 

 
 

 

  



PRECONFERENCE 
SPEAKER INFORMATION 

October 18, 2018 
Becky Eisenhut, MS, RN, CASAC, CARN 
Ms. Eisenhut has a Masters degree in Nursing Education and a BS in Nursing.  Her work experience includes inpatie  
chemical dependency treatment,  nurse manager of an acute care Detox, and outpatient chemical dependency tre  
She formerly coordinated a program for healthcare professionals with substance use disorders and was formerly a  
development specialist for OASAS. Becky has been with the Statewide Peer Assistance for Nurses program since 20   
is currently the Outreach Coordinator for SPAN, a peer support program for nurses in New York State. Ms. Eisenhu    
credentialed as a Certified Addictions Registered Nurse. She has presented at many conferences, served in several 
capacities on various local, regional, and national boards, and has received several awards throughout her career.   
served as the peer assistance column editor for the Journal of Addiction Nursing (JAN) since 2012 and is currently o   
Editorial Board. Becky also serves on the Executive Board of the National Organization of Alternative Programs (NO   
 
 
 

 
 
Kathryn Kelly Liner 
Ms. Liner  is a graduate of SUNY Delhi (with honors) and has been a registered nurse for over 8 years. Her 
work experience includes hospital nursing at A.O. Fox Hospital in Oneonta. Following that, Kelly held several 
position at Friends of Recovery of Delaware & Otsego Counties, including over 2 years in the Executive 
Director position.  Ms. Liner has been a volunteer group facilitator for the Statewide Peer Assistance for 
Nurses (SPAN) program for the last several years. Her group meets weekly in Oneonta. Kelly frequently 
accompanies SPAN staff and shares her story of addiction, recovery and hope with nurses, nursing students 
and at conferences around the State. Currently Kelly is working at Otsego Mental Health and at Otsego 
County Addiction Recovery Services completing nursing assessments for the patient population served.  

 
Ambi Daniel 
Ambi is the current Family Support Navigator (FSN) at Center for Family Life and Recovery, Inc. (CFLR, Inc.).  She 
currently serves, and is developing FSN programs for Oneida, Herkimer, Montgomery, and Otsego Counties. 
 
Her work as the FSN has been developed to provide more than just a referral during times of struggle.   
She has worked with her CFLR, Inc. team and community providers to offer programs such as family support 
groups, educational toolss/skill building classes, community engagement events, and fun recovery events, to 
name a few.  Continuing to help build the understanding of recovery and better engagement of recovery 
support services, Ambi has engaged in a SAMHSA project, as the Team Coordinator, with the NYS EPICS BRSS 
team, as well as the Better for Families SSRP court pilot, to bring the best practices in peer supports and family 
treatment court to a broader base.  These projects focus on utilizing true Recovery Oriented Systems of Care 
and building them in our community.  Ambi is proud of our area’s providers for coming together and helping to 

build this foundation together. 
 
Impacted personally by loved ones struggling with addiction and in the field, professionally, for 11 years, Ambi was previously a counselor 
in the Outpatient, Intensive Day Treatment, and Residential levels of care.  She has always had a focus on the holistic perspective of 
wellness and recovery.  She worked to develop groups and to support program dynamics to include recovery supports outside of 
treatment, positive healthy activities in the community, and to also include as many facets of a person’s team in and out of treatment.  
During this time, her work involved the family as much as possible, as the recovery gains were clear.  With a holistic approach, even with 
minimal engagement with the family, the improvement in the relationship yielded reported gains for all that were involved and supported 
the recovery goals.  
 



Continuing to be passionate about enhancing the recovery services in our community, Ambi is working with CFLR, Inc.’s Peer Collaborative 
to build mutual aid support in Oneida County with a structure of training, supervision, and a team mindset. She is excited to have started 
the inaugural class of peers to develop this system with her partner in crime, Kathy Peters. The hope is to have a strong certified peer 
support system that continues to build on the foundation of our community’s recovery-oriented system of care. 
 
Through CFLR, Inc., it is Ambi’s hope, in her work, to truly bring forth the CFLR, Inc. mission; to create a community mindset that embraces 
recovery in substance use, mental health, and behavioral issues.  She believes with the team of community supports, they are already 
making waves and making it happen! 
 
Timothy Dewey  
Timothy Dewey is a Senior Investigator with the New York State Department of Health’s, Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement (BNE).  He is 
responsible for investigating the diversion of pharmaceutical controlled substances, primarily in the health care setting.  As the bureau’s 
field intelligence liaison officer, he develops and coordinates investigative efforts with other in-state and out of state investigative 
agencies, and often testifies in criminal proceedings on behalf of NY State.  He provides written reports of investigation, refers those 
findings for appropriate legal action upon conclusion. Tim assisted with the 2016-17 NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services re-write of 
Course Curriculum on dangerous drugs for use at NYS Police Academies and training seminars. He is a credited National Public Speaker 
and has presented at 2015 National Association of State Controlled Substance Authorities (NASCSA) on use of the PMP in investigations, 
as well as speaking at the 2017 NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Fall Symposium on prescription drug abuse. Tim is a Certified NYS Police 
Instructor and specializes in Counterterrorism, Dangerous Drugs, Opioid Overdose and Intranasal Naloxone (NARCAN).  Tim has been with 
BNE for eleven years, four of which, he served as the Bureau’s Chief Investigator.  Tim is a retired Special Agent from the United States Air 
Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI), where he received numerous awards to include the International Narcotic Enforcement 
Officer’s “USAF Street Agent of the Year” and the “USAF AFOSI Counterintelligence Agent of the Year”.  Tim holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Criminal Justice from Bellevue University, Nebraska.   
 

Michele Falkowski, RN, BSN, CARN 
Michele Falkowski is the Director of Nursing for the NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Services (OASAS).  Michele Falkowski has worked in the field of addiction since 1989.  She graduated from 
Molloy College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing and she is a Certified Addiction Registered Nurse. 
Prior to this position, Ms. Falkowski worked over 20 years in the inpatient addiction treatment setting 
overseeing nursing, quality improvement, utilization review and infection control activities. In her current 
position, she also reviews all Justice Center incidents and works closely with agency staff to ensure that 
immediate patient safety issues are resolved, and all other corrective action and compliance 
requirements are addressed. 
 
Ms. Falkowski also works with the OASAS Office of the Medical Director to write provider guidance as well 

as guidance for the OASAS Addiction Treatment Centers. Michele Falkowski assisted in the development of the NYS OASAS Oversight of 
the Self Administration of Medication Training for Nurses as well as the Annual ASAP Addiction Nursing Institute. She is a former Co-Chair 
and permanent member of the NYS OASAS Nurse Advisory Panel.   
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/michele-falkowski-54196b3b/?lipi=urn:li:page:d_flagship3_feed;8oJzbtfETGqtXvQSA4IGlA%3D%3D&licu=urn:li:control:d_flagship3_feed-identity_profile_photo


William Egglston 
Willie Eggleston is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at Binghamton University and a Clinical Toxicologist at SUNY Upstate Medical 
University and with the Upstate New York Poison Center. He is the director of the Opioid 
Research Center for Central New York and is the President of the New York State chapter of 
the American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP). His research focuses on opioid related harm 
reduction strategies and the treatment of opioid use disorder. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Naloxone Opioid Overdose Rescue Training 

 
 
Lauren Bendall currently works at the NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services as the 
Opioid Overdose Training Specialist within the State Targeted Response to the Opioid Crisis. Lauren 
previously worked within outpatient treatment, working with patients specifically diagnosed with 
Opioid Use Disorder. Lauren graduated from Russell Sage College in 2015 with her Bachelor’ of Science 
and is currently pursuing her master’s in public health. Lauren Resides in Troy, NY with her dog.  
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