
Keynote Speaker: Sandy Summers, RN, MSN, MPH 
How Media Advocacy Can Save Lives 
Founder and Executive Director 

Sandy Summers is the Executive Director of The Truth About Nursing. Since 2001, she has led 
the effort to change how the world views nursing by challenging damaging media depictions of 
nurses. Ms. Summers is the co-author of Saving Lives: Why the Media's Portrayal of Nursing 
Puts Us All at Risk. Her media advocacy work began when she and fellow Johns Hopkins gradu-
ate students began the movement in April 2001. She speaks frequently on nursing's image 
and empowering nurses to change how they are perceived.  

 Ms. Summers has a master’s degrees in Nursing and Public Health from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity (2002). She received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Southern Connecticut 

State University in 1984. 
     Prior to her graduate work, Ms. Summers practiced nursing in the emergency departments and intensive care 
units of some of America's major trauma centers, including San Francisco General Hospital, Charity Hospital at 
New Orleans, Washington Hospital Center (D.C.), Georgetown Hospital, and D.C. General Hospital. From 1994-97, 
Ms. Summers lived in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where among other jobs, she taught nursing teachers at the Cen-
tral Nursing School, and undertook nursing research for the International Research Development Centre and 
Redd Barna (Norwegian Save the Children).  
     Ms. Summers is a member of Sigma Theta Tau, the international nursing honor society, and Delta Omega, the 
public health honor society. Ms. Summers lives in Baltimore, Maryland with her husband and two children. She 
spent her childhood in Vernon-Rockville, Connecticut. To learn more about Sandy Summer, visit her Website at 

http://www.truthaboutnursing.org. 

Endnote Speaker 
Joel Weintraub, M.Ed., B.S. 
Love Your Job! Love Your Life! 

Joel Weintraub is a “humorous educator” who has managed to merge the formerly dispar-
ate worlds of comedy, business, health, health care and education. By combining his pro-
fessional comedy experience with his masters degree in Exercise Physiology and his bache-
lors in Health Education from Temple University, Joel has entertained and educated audi-
ences as diverse as Nursing Associations, Health Care Associations, Hospice and Palliative 

Care Organizations, Assisted Living and Home Care Associations, Therapeutic Recreation Association’s, Firefight-
ers, Physicians, Attorneys, HR Professionals, Fortune 500 Companies, Accountants, Teachers, the PTA and even 
Burglar Alarm Installers. From the “World Bank” to Dangerfield’s Comedy Club to major radio stations, the local 
news and the Food Channel … they have all laughed and learned with “Humor for the Health of it”. Be sure to 
check out Joel on his website at www.healthhumor.com. 
     At this years conference Joel will talk about how to manage stress and increase focus as well as how to wash 
your emotions between patients. We wash our hands between patients but sometimes forget that emotions can 
be just infectious as not washing our hands. Joel will also discuss the neuroscience of humor and how to use hu-
mor in our lives. 

 You can view Joel’s seminars on his website at www.healthhumor.com. 
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Deborah Elliott, RN, BSN, MBA 
The Many Faces of Advocacy in Nursing 

Deborah Elliott is currently the Executive Director of the Center for Nursing at the Foundation 
of New York State Nurses and Nurses House. As a registered professional nurse, Deb’s clinical 
expertise is in the field of Women’s and Children’s Health, primarily Labor and Delivery. Her 
professional career began at a community hospital in the Capital District for which she worked 
for 27 years, 12 of those years were in administrative positions. Since obtaining a MBA from 

Union Graduate College, Deb has served in various leadership positions including the Executive Director for the 
Maternal Infant Network of the Capital District and the Deputy Executive Officer for the New York State Nurses 
Association. She has directed many programs and projects, including grants provided by the New York Depart-
ment of Health, New York Department of Labor, the New York Department of Education, the United Way, and 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Deb is also a founding partner and faculty for the Leadership Innovation 
Academy, LLC (LiA) which provides leadership development training courses designed for nurses. Deb is a sea-
soned public speaker, educator and grants writer. She is certified in Labor Relations from Cornell University and 
an accredited facilitator in Five Behaviors of a Cohesive Team from Wiley. 

Janet Haebler, MSN, RN 
Armchair Advocacy 

As Senior Associate Director for State Government Affairs with the American Nurses Associa-
tion (ANA), Janet serves as a resource to the state nurses associations in their efforts to ad-
vance their legislative and regulatory agendas.  Throughout her forty seven years’ experience 
in nursing, Janet held numerous staff and leadership positions in a variety of settings: acute 
and long term care, managed care, and academia.   

 She has dedicated the past 17 years to the policy and advocacy arena; first at the state level 
before joining ANA. While with the New York State Nurses’ Association, she was responsible 

for the Practice & Government Affairs program; during which time, Janet and her team celebrated such legisla-
tive successes as title “nurse” protection and safe patient handling & mobility. In addition to a number of other 
initiatives, her portfolio includes the number one issue for direct care nurses – safe staffing. Nine years ago, Janet 
launched the American Nurses Advocacy Institute, a year-long mentored program designed to develop nurse’s 
political competence. Janet completed her undergraduate degree in nursing at Russell Sage College in New York 
and master’s degree in nursing with a concentration in administration at Seton Hall University in New Jersey. 

David Griffiths, MBA
Malpractice Case Studies: Lessons, Recommendations 
and Stats
David Griffiths is Senior Vice President for the Healthcare division of Aon Affinity. David has 
overall responsibility for the malpractice insurance program for Nurses Service Organization. 
David is a licensed property and casualty insurance agent and has worked on the NSO medmal 
programs for the past 10 years. David’s works extensively on risk education often speaking at 
conferences on the topic of professional liability. David received his B.S. from the University of 
Maryland and his MBA from Moravian College.  

Sponsored by 



Laura Terriquez-Kasey, DNP, MS, RN, CEN 
Disaster Preparedness

Laura Terriquez-Kasey is an Associate Professor at Binghamton University, teaching since 2000. 
She is currently teaching three courses in Disaster Preparedness Certificate Program for gradu-
ate nurses. She completed her DNP specialization in Geriatrics (2015). Laura Terriquez-Kasey 
has been an Advanced Practice Nurse in Administration with a sub-specialization in Emergency 
and Trauma Care. She has served for 14 years with New York DMAT-2 and 20 years in the Army 
Nurse Corp. She was a Nurse Manager for Emergency services for many years and spent 12 

years at Bellevue Hospital as an Emergency Nurse Leader. 

Dr. Marilyn L. Dollinger, BSN, MS 
Advocacy for New Grads 

Dr. Marilyn L. Dollinger is the Executive Associate Dean at the Wegmans School of Nursing, St. 
John Fisher College in Rochester, New York. She received a BS in Nursing from the University of 
Toronto, a MS in Nursing from Russell Sage College, a post-masters certificate as a Family 
Nurse Practitioner from St. John Fisher College and a Doctorate of Nursing Science from the 

University of Buffalo. 
     Dr. Dollinger is an active advocate and lecturer for legislative, regulatory, and health policy issues.  She is the 
Chair of the Common Ground Health Board, a regional health round table and a member of the Lifetime Care 
Board executive committee. She is also a member of several regional and state nursing professional organization 
legislative and policy committees. Dr. Dollinger currently chairs the ANA-NY Legislative Committee and serves on 
the New York Organization of Executives and Leaders Public Policy Committee. 




