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Attending AORN Expo in New Orleans was a privilege I had the opportunity to take part of this past month. This was my 3rd AORN conference, but the 1st one as a delegate representing San Francisco Bay Area chapter. 

As a delegate I attended the officer summit and forums. It was interesting to see the business side of AORN, and the professionalism in conducting the meetings. Taking part in the voting, and meeting fellow delegates, was an important activity I participated in throughout the Expo.

The educational sessions I attended had the recurring theme: healthcare worker’s emotional trauma caused by working in the Covid environment, and the continuing registered nurse staff shortage experienced across the nation. The solutions to the shortage were the familiar ones I had heard over my 35+ years as an OR nurse. The presented solution that made the most sense to me, was for hospitals to partner with and financially support perioperative programs in the curriculum of nursing schools.

I also enjoyed the vendor booths, and the many educational opportunities they provided throughout the day. One of the booths I was most interested in was the one revamping preference cards. It provided an RFID code on the front of the printed preference card, that every person in the room could scan onto their phone. Therefore having  the information readily available to pick sutures, obtain medications, etc. without delaying other team members from having access to the same information. Great for team work and timely room turn-overs. 

Upon returning home I provided the information to the manager at my hospital. Wishful thinking….maybe it will happen!!

Overall AORN Expo 2022 was a success. I encourage all my fellow AORN members to attend. Our chapter has an application to request financial assistance. Meeting and sharing with fellow OR nurses from across the country is priceless, and it only happens once a year!!

Respectfully submitted by Anne Condon RN, BSN, CNOR

