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After 33 years as a critical care nurse, I did not think it would be so difficult to explain why I love being a critical care nurse. After some brainstorming, for me it comes down to the trusting relationships you build with your patient, their family, and your coworker's. As a critical care nurse you have the minute to minute responsibility of dealing with potentially life threatening conditions, and the repercussions. But let's face it, that's what we thrive on! The importance of your coworker's in helping handle those situations and deal with the daily stress cannot be denied. The patients you have either saved, or helped pass with comfort, are embedded in our memory. The feeling of being able to help them and their families through the most difficult times of their life, for me, is the most rewarding part, and why it matters, to be a critical care nurse.
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