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THE COMMUNICATOR 

promoting the health of children 

 2014, a new year to 
embrace the amazing roles 
we have to promote the 
health of our school aged 
children!   

Also, time for a new issue of 
the MASN newsletter full of 
great information on how 
you can connect with other 
school nurses from across 
our Great Lake state!   

Rachel VanDenBrink 
MASN Newsletter Editor 

Hello MASN, 
Time for an update on activities, but let me start by 
saying that I hope you are all managing the 
extreme weather and will not have to work 
through June to make up missed school days. 
 

These continue to be exciting and hopeful times for 
school nursing in Michigan and I want to remind 
you all that we still need your help to take full 

advantage of the current attention being given to 
our profession.  School nurses have to be vocal 
about how few of us there are and how important 
our roles are to school safety and education.  Please 
write me michiganschoolnurses@gmail.com with 
your pledge to support MASN and we will find the 
right fit for your help…there is a part for everyone. 

President’s Report: Big News for MI school nurses! 
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Starting with the biggest news, the stock epinephrine legislation was passed in tied bills that are now laws:  
Public Act 186 (liability protection for prescribers and pharmacists) and Public Act 187 (school 
administration).   

To read PA 187 go to:  http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2013-HB-4353    

I was honored to be asked to the signing ceremony because of MASN’s involvement on this important piece 
of legislation.  We are happy that this parent driven initiative contains language on nursing supervision and 
our input on guideline development. Now that it is law, many questions are being generated to MDE/MDCH 
and MASN.  Your patience will be needed as details are being developed.  The state departments along with 
input from MASN, MNA, Michigan chapters of the PTA, ACAAI, AAP, and SCHA-MI will be identifying, 
developing, and adopting revisions to the current medication administration guidelines.  Specifications for 
training staff, requirements for administration, reporting, storage and stocking will all be addressed.  A 
committee is currently being formed around this task that will reflect the organizations named in the law. 
To help keep you all informed, the MASN Spring Conference will have a panel presentation on the law and 
guidelines.  We will also be communicating through our list serve and web site as new information becomes 
available. We all want to know what the particulars will be.   

To obtain free EpiPens from the Mylan program for all your schools (2 pack of both adult and child doses), 
go to http://www.epipen4schools.com/ download and complete the form provided.  Mylan has also 
arranged for an allergist, Doctor Harvey Leo MD, to write prescriptions for any Michigan schools K-12 
needing one.  He is part of the group Allergy and Immunology Associates of Ann Arbor.   

To request a prescription from Dr. Leo you must fax the Mylan form to their office.  To communicate 
with Dr. Leo’s office:   

 E-mail Julie Formella at jformella@annarborallergy.com 
 Phone Julie Formella at (734) 434-3007 ext 221 
 Fax (734) 434-6212 attention Julie 

You will receive the prescription for your district through the US mail.  Attach it to the Mylan form and send 
to the epipen4schools program.  

Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Governor Rick Snyder, Ronda Harrison 

Continued on page 3 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2013-HB-4353
http://www.epipen4schools.com/
mailto:jformella@annarborallergy.com
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Other potentially huge news is the opening of the Public Health Code.  As you remember, a committee was 
formed in 2013 by Governor Snyder charged with addressing selected articles for review and revision. We 
hope that many of you responded to the request for public input as well, but MASN submitted two official 
electronic responses.  We hope to know more this spring on the committee’s direction.  MASN choose the 
following two concerns for attention:  

 Article 15: Occupations: sect. 338.10104 on Delegation.  Our thrust was to emphasize the need for 
clarification of nursing acts, functions, or tasks so that only RNs can delegate the defined acts.   

 Article 9:  Supportive Personal Health Services: Sect 333.9101 regarding rules for health service 
plans in grades k-12.  These were developed in 1981 in a document titled Michigan Comprehensive 
School Health Plan.  MASN wants to see this plan reviewed, up-dated and enforced. 

 

Your MASN board has undergone some changes.  We have streamlined our Standing Committees to four.  
This reduces the number of people required for our Board of Directors to have a meeting quorum.  
Eliminated chair positions were added to other committees or elected positions to achieve this goal, as 
follows: 

 Membership Chair has Nominations  
 Region Chair has Regional Leaders, Special Education and Mentoring 
 Communications Chair has Public Relations and Webmaster  
 Legislative Chair has PAC  
 Treasurer has Publications  
 Vice President has Awards and Vendor  
 Secretary has By-laws and Historian  

 

The underlined committee spots above need to be filled and we are looking for volunteers from our 
membership. Please contact me if you have any questions or interest. 
 
The next School Nurse Task Force meeting will be held on 2-12-14 (after this report was written) so be 
looking for more information on a legislative “ask” for more funded school nurse positions.   

Networking continues for MASN with the assistance of Amy Zaagman through the Michigan Council for 
Maternal & Child Health (MCMCH).  She has been coordinating the effort to have renewed dialog between 
us and the leaders of the School Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI) and the Michigan 
Coordinated School Health Association (MiCSHA).  Plans for future strategy building sessions are being 
considered so our three organizations can collaborate on school health goals we all support.  Our Regions 
are now aligned with MiCSHA and their ISD/RESA areas, Evilia Jankowski (our President Elect) was 
appointed to the board of SCHA-MI and Terri Czerwinski (Wayne County’s Regional Leader for MASN and 
Legislative Committee member) is our representative on MCMCH’s board.  We are at the table, so to speak, 
on issues effecting school health and our professional practices.  

Hope to see you all in Grand Rapids for our 2014 Spring Conference on May 1st and 2nd! Be looking for a 
registration form in your mailbox soon.  

Respectfully, 
Ronda Harrison 
 

President Report continued… 
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President Elect Report 

MASN Board The primary focus on MASN continues to be 
Professional Development for School Nurses, 
Advocacy for School Nursing and Strengthening the 
Michigan Regions of School Nurses to ensure 
optimal support and resources for our membership. 
The advocacy and regions components will be 
intertwined with upcoming conferences to provide 
a consistent message to membership, legislators 
and the local school districts that we serve. 

Plans are underway to partner with other school 
health resources that are also focused on improving 
school health services. To that end, I will represent 
MASN on the board of SCHA-MI as a non-voting 
liaison member. The first meeting was February 7.  

Efforts are under way to determine the 2016 
conference site. Mission Point on Mackinaw Island 
has expressed a desire to host our conference. 
There are a number of concerns regarding this site 
and it is imperative that we solicit input from our 
membership.  A survey is being developed to gather 
this needed input. Please be on the lookout for a 
request for your input to be sent electronically to 
the membership via Survey Monkey.  

Kind regards,  
Evilia Jankowski 
 

President  Ronda Harrison  

   School Nurse Consultant 

 

President Elect Evilia Jankowski 

   Genesee ISD 

 

Vice President VACANT 

 

Secretary  Phyllis Yoder 

   Huron ISD 
 

Treasurer   Jane Borr 

   Holland Hospital 

 

NASN Delegate Julia Lechtenberg 

   Warren Consolidated 

 

Membership  Chair Jodi Gogolin 

   Holland Hospital 

 

Regions Chair Karla Palmer 

   St  Johns Public  

 

Communications Chair   
   Rachel VanDenBrink 

   Grand Rapids Public 

 

Legislative Chair Vicki Taliaferro 

   School Nurse Consultant 

 

   

I am the new Legislative Committee chair for MASN 
and would like to invite you to join the Legislative 
Committee. This committee is responsible for 
reviewing legislation pertinent to school nurses, 
schoolchildren and school health issues and making 
recommendations to the MASN board regarding 
whether MASN should take a position on the 
legislation. We meet by phone conference monthly. 
We anticipate there may be some exciting new 
legislation concerning school nurses coming our 
way. We could use your help and it would be a great 
way for you to become involved with your 
professional nursing organization. Please let me 
know if you have any questions - I'd be happy to 
chat with you! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Vicki Taliaferro 

Legislative Report 
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NASN Delegate: our representation on the national scene 

I had the honor of attending NASN’s board of director’s meeting in Washington D.C. on January 25th through 
the 28th. The first day of meetings consisted of information from NASN staff to assist board members in 
understanding their role on the NASN board. Committee work and the official board meeting also occurred. I 
am assigned to the Research Committee, By-laws Committee, and the Mental Health Advisory Board.  

NASN Legislative Priorities for 2014 
Protecting Student Athletes from Concussions Act of 2013  
With pending legislation in both Houses of Congress (H.R. 3532 and S. 1546) concerning the protection of 
student athletes from concussions, NASN requests that the bills reflect the many essential aspects in school 
nurse involvement in addressing concussions. Members of Congress are urged to enact comprehensive 
concussion legislation with appropriate inclusion of school nurses in health care definitions and stakeholder 
teams. 
 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Reauthorization 
As the Congress continues to work on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA), NASN requests the inclusion of specialized instructional support personnel (SISP) throughout 
legislative language. As essential members of specialized instructional support personnel, school nurses are 
serving as a critical link to school success for many students. Members of Congress are urged to enact 
comprehensive legislation, which includes SISP and the importance of prevention and intervention services 
for students. 
 
Student – to – School Nurse Ratio Improvement Act of 2013  
This act was reintroduced in the House on May 7, 2013. The Act would create a pilot demonstration grant 
program allowing federal assistance for local educational agencies most in need of improving their ratio. 
NASN is asking Members of the House of Representatives to become co-sponsors of Representative Carolyn 
McCarthy’s (D-NY-4) House bill (H.R. 1857). A Senate bill has not yet been introduced during the 113th 
Congress. Senate Members are asked to consider being an original co-sponsor of a companion bill.  
 
NASN Elections – online voting opens on March 15th.  
The following candidates are running for NASN office: 
 
Vice President: Sue Zacharski (MI), Cynthia Hiltz (MN), and Patrice Lambert (IA) 
Nominating Committee: Christina Bartholomew 
 
If you would prefer that a paper ballot be mailed to you, please send an email request to Devin Dinkel at 
ddinkel@nans.org. Please put in the subject line: REQUESTING PAPER BALLOT.  Paper ballots will be mailed 
out in early March. If you request a paper ballot, you will be unable to vote online.  
 
NASN’s first podcast was recorded in late November featuring an interview with Deborah Pontius regarding 
her Part 1 and Part 2 articles on “Health Literacy.” Deb is one of MASN’s speakers at our upcoming Spring 
Conference. 
 
Respectively Submitted,  
Julia Lechtenberg RN, MSN, NCSN 
NASN Director 

 

 

mailto:ddinkel@nans.org
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Treasurer’s Report: 
Highlights from FY 2013/14 

This past year we have obtained non-profit 
status as a 501c 6. Some highlights from the 
budget for this FY are: 

 $5000 donation from MDCH to offset 
the cost of speaker expenses at the 
spring conference. This allows us to 
bring in national speakers. 

 $1074 revenue from the medication 
kits and flip charts 

 $2342 revenue from the fall 
conference 

 $3067 revenue from membership 
 

Membership in our organization is vital to the 
advancement of school nursing in Michigan. 
Please renew your membership and 
encourage other school nurses to become 
members. 

Typically our greatest potential for revenue is 
membership and the annual conference. The 
conference is an excellent opportunity to get 
the best evidenced based information to 
enhance your practice. It’s also a great way to 
network with other school nurses across the 
state and those in your own backyard. Please 
plan to attend.  

Thanks for your support. If you have any 
questions, please contact me. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Borr 

 

 

Regions report: 
where do you fit in? 

Do You Know What School Health 
Region You Are In? 

MASN is collaborating with the School 
Regional Health Coordinators around the 
state and aligning the regions of MASN 
with the same 25 School Health Regions in 
the state.  To see a map of the regions go 
to: http://cshca.org/ then click on 
map.  Find who your school health 
regional coordinator is and make contact 
with them.  They are a great contact for 
school nurses and can provide many 
valuable resources to help support school 
nursing and school health.   

In addition, we now have 22 out of 25 
Region Leaders for MASN filled but we are 
still looking for region leaders for the 
following areas: Eastern Upper Peninsula 
Area (Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac 
County), Region 5 (Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, 
Midland and Gratiot County) and Region 
12 (Barry, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, St. Joseph 
and Branch County).  We need one person 
per area, if you are willing to work with 
other nurses in your area please email 
Karla Palmer at palmerk@sjredwings.org  

What is the role of Regional 

Leaders?  Region Leaders will help with 

local information sharing, such as 

educational offerings in the area; arrange 

meetings when needed or other 

activities.  Development of a working 

relationship with the local MiCSHA 

ISD/RESA Coordinator will be important to 

the success of shared goal attainment. 

Now that we have so many of these region 

leaders filled and we continue to identify 

school nurses in the regions; plan to come to 

the Spring 2014 MASN Conference and get 

to know your region leader and other nurses 

that work in your region!  Evening activities 

and conference activities are planned. 

Karla Palmer 

http://cshca.org/
mailto:palmerk@sjredwings.org
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Our website is now officially managed by 
Nursing Network but access will remain 
the same 

We need all of our members to create a 
profile so you will not miss out on valuable 
information.  Include a photo on your 
profile and other information you might 
want to share, link with other members 
and start your community of MASN 
friends.  Encourage others to do the 
same…followers are welcome but only 
members will be able to blog.  We hope 
communication abilities with our new site 
will serve you better, it is a work in 
progress and we want you to be a part.   

 

 

In spite of the crazy winter weather, it is not too 
early to think about summer!  There are several 
opportunities for children with disabilities for 
summer fun. 

Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan: 
Camp Discovery 
Dates: June 22, 2014 to June 26, 2014 
Location: Sherman Lake YMCA Outdoor Center 
Augusta, Michigan 
Contact:  Pam Bird 1-800-377-6226 ext. 1204 

Special Education report: think summer! 

Webmaster: announcing NEW 
website! 

MASN has moved to a new site, which will offer our 
members: 

 Important News and Announcements 
 Priority Event Invites 
 Group Communication 

In order to receive communication, members need to 
create a profile which takes less than 5 minutes.  Create 
your profile now at www.michiganschoolnurses.org 

We are confident you will like it!  

Sue Zacharski 
MASN Web Coordinator 

A note from our president: 

Camp Abilities: 

http://campabilitiesmichigan.org/home.html 

 

Muscular Dystrophy Association:  
contact your local office 
 
For a complete list of Michigan camps: 
https://www.needymeds.org/camps.taf?_func
tion=list_aos_camps&state=mi 

http://www.michiganschoolnurses.org/
http://campabilitiesmichigan.org/home.html
https://www.needymeds.org/camps.taf?_function=list_aos_camps&state=mi
https://www.needymeds.org/camps.taf?_function=list_aos_camps&state=mi
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NASN continues to produce evidence-based position documents that support school nurse practice, serve as 
an advocacy resource and validates important issues pertaining to child health. Newly approved documents 
include: 

 School Based Health Centers plus School Nurses Equals Student Success (Joint Statement)  

 Care of Victims of Child Maltreatment: The School Nurses’ Role (Position Statement)  

 School Nurse Role in Electronic School Health Records (Position Statement)  

 Bullying Prevention in Schools (Position Statement)  

 Transition Planning for Students with Chronic Health Conditions (Position Statement)  

 Do Not Attempt Resuscitation (Position Statement)  

 Marijuana in Children (Position Statement)  

 After School and Extended School Year Programs (Position Statement)  

 Environmental Health (Position Statement)  

 

VOTE 

for 

Sue! 

NASN Position Statements:  
Evidence based standards 

Our very own Sue Zacharski is one of the three nurses running for this position and 

we all need to get behind her!  Clink on the link below to read Sue's impressive 

history of work.  MASN is proud that Sue, who has made a real difference in school 

nursing practice in Michigan, has gained the attention of NASN for her work and 

now has a chance to make an even bigger impact nationally.  
 

Read Candidate Profiles:  http://www.nasn.org/portals/0/2014ElectionCandidates2014.pdf 

 

 

2014 Election for Vice President of NASN: 
online voting begins March 15 

 

http://www.nasn.org/portals/0/2014ElectionCandidates2014.pdf
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Let us know what is going on in your area of the state! 

If you have an event or information you would like to see included in the Communicator,  

please submit to Rachel VanDenBrink at vandenbrinkr@grps.org 

 

 

Eberhard Center, Downtown Grand Rapids 
Rooms at the Holiday Inn (located 1 block from Eberhard Center) 

 

Click this link for more info: 
http://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2014/home  

 
Hope to see you there! 

 

June 28- July 1 at the San Antonio Marriott Rivercenter Hotel 

MASN Annual Conference 

New Trends and Challenges in School Nursing 
May 1-2, 2014 

Topics Include: 
School Nurses Supporting Education- 

Advancing School Health 
Asthma 

Von Williebrand’s Disease 
Mental Health First Aid 

Diabetes 
Health Literacy 

Pain 
Bed Bugs in School 

Panel Presentation: New MDE 
Medication Policy & Epinephrine 

Law 
Region Networking Opportunities 

 

Members:  $130 or $75 for one day 
Non-Members $180 or $100 for one day 

10.5 contact hours 

 
Registration/Brochure Available 

March 1, 2014 @ 
www.michiganschoolnurses.org 

 

Registration available:  
1) Online with payment 

2) Via mail with payment 
 

NASN’s 46th Annual Conference 

mailto:vandenbrinkr@grps.org
http://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/nasn2014/home
file:///C:/Users/Lauren/Documents/MASN%20Conference%202014/www.michiganschoolnurses.org

