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THE COMMUNICATOR 

promoting the health of children 

 Hopefully your year has 
settled into a great routine 
of helping students, 
parents, and staff, as 
specialists in school health! 

 

This latest issue of the MASN 
newsletter will connect and 
update you with other school 
nurses from across our Great 
Lake state!  

Rachel VanDenBrink 
MASN Newsletter Editor 

President’s Report: Continuing the Good Work 
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President’s Report: 
Our President’s work is keeping her 
busy! 

President Elect Report: 
Her work for MASN begins! 

MASN Annual Conference 
May 11 & 12, 2017 

Marriott Ypsilanti at 
Eagle Crest 

Ypsilanti, MI 

NASN Delegate Report: 
Details on school nurse work across the 
nation! 

…and more! 

Happy New Year! We find ourselves in the 
middle of the school year and despite the 
weather, your MASN board continues to 
move full speed ahead. The start of the school 
year was busy and that activity shows no 
signs of slowing. 

I am continuously amazed at the dedication and 
commitment of the board members that I am so 
honored to work with. Work continues on the 
Annual Conference, where national leaders will be 
providing their expertise and support. Plan to join 
us on May 11 and 12 in Ypsilanti. We look forward 
to seeing you there.  
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Treasurer’s Report 

As of the 2nd quarter of our fiscal year 
(December 31, 2016) our expenditures were 
$7,096.16 and our receipts were $10,433.38. 
Our account balance is $75,395.49. 

Jodi Gogolin 

Legislative efforts include partnerships with 
other school health organizations to identify 
multiple avenues for student success. There are 
additional agencies who are working on behalf 
of MASN to investigate new and promising 
strategies for getting nurses in our schools.  

The board is committed to building the 
membership. The realization of the need for 
school nurses is becoming more evident 
throughout the state. The meetings, phone calls 
and emails that I participate in throughout the 
state lead me to believe there may be school 
nurse positions being filled statewide. It is so 
important to encourage membership in our 
professional organization. We are a volunteer 
organization. Each of these amazing board 
members has a full time job in addition to their 
volunteer position. It becomes frustrating at 
times that we need to ‘put aside’ our MASN work 
to get our ‘real jobs’ done. What we need is a 
dedicated position to keep MASN efforts moving 
forward. We have the potential to raise enough 
funds with a large membership to hire that 
dedicated person. Help us to promote 
membership by forwarding the informative 
messages provided through communications 
from MASN.  

School health leaders in our state continue to 
provide their guidance despite their other 
obligations. We are so lucky to have Sue 
Zacharski, NASN Vice President and former State 
School Nurse Consultant, Linda Meeder as 
advisors to our board. They bring a level of 
history and knowledge that help to positively 
guide decisions and activities of the board. 

We have also kicked off a partnership with 
NASN and the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services to create a Community of 
Practice. This would provide a new avenue for 
communication between school nurses around 
the state. It will initially consist of a monthly 
conference call to discuss care coordination for 
chronic health conditions. We are working out 

the kinks and are looking forward to this 
additional line of communication between 
school nurses statewide as we continue to 
address the issues of our students with chronic 
health conditions.  

MASN is at the table at the State Department of 
Education as they develop the plan to address 
the Every Student Succeeds Act. It is refreshing 
to see that the loudest voices demanding school 
nurses at these meetings are not school nurses. 
The other attendees are extremely vocal in their 
concerns regarding health concerns and the 
need for a nurse to address them.  

I sat in on the BER School Nurse presentation in 
early December by Sandra Moritz, School Nurse 
from Pennsylvania. She was very impressed with 
the school nurses who attended her informative 
program. I was happy to tell her that we are so 
proud of all of our school nurses who battle 
many barriers to achieving their goal of students 
who are successful. Keep up the good work 
making the work school nurses do so valuable.  

Warmest regards, Evilia 
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MASN Officers 

President  Evilia Jankowski 

   Genesee ISD 

President Elect  Phyllis Yoder 

   Huron ISD 

Vice President Mary Larsen 

   Farmington Schools 

Secretary  Laura Dowling 

   Onsted Community 

Treasurer   Jodi Gogolin 

   Holland Hospital 

NASN Delegate Julia Lechtenberg 

   Warren Consolidated 

    

Contact info available on the website 
President Elect: 

Won’t you join her? 

What an exciting time to be involved in 
MASN!  There is so much happening in 
Michigan.  Here are a few highlights: 

 School nurses are sitting at the table for 
Michigan's Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) planning.  Check out this NASN blog 
for information about 
ESSA:  https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/blo
gs/piper-largent/2016/06/04/essa-what-
does-it-mean 

 We are working with the Michigan Council 
for Maternal and Child Health (MCMCH) to 
promote school health.  This partnership is 
working to advocate for school health, 
including school nursing, across the 
state.  MCMCH provides us with valuable 
links to people in Lansing who are forming 
the public policy that affects our practice 
and our students. 

 MASN is putting together a great conference 
that will be held May 11 & 12 in 
Ypsilanti.  Put the conference on your 
calendar now and start the wheels rolling 
with your district to make sure you are able 
to attend. 

Here's something that is happening to me 
personally but it will definitely have an effect 
on my practice. You could do the same!  Have 
any of you ever thought of taking the national 
school nurse certification exam?  For years 
this has been at the back of my mind.  I've 
always thought, "Some day...."  Well, 'some 
day' has arrived!  I'm feeling rather nervous 
but I'm aiming for the July 2017 testing 
window.  I bought my review manual today!  I 
would love to have some company on this 
journey and I invite any of you who have 
considered taking the test to join me.  Let's 

start now and get prepared together.  We can 
walk through the application process 
together, encourage each other, study together 
and deal with the anxiety together.   If you're 
interested, email me 
at pyoder@huronisd.org.  Here is a link to the 
testing manual:  http://www.nbcsn.org/docs/d
efault-source/PDFs/nbcsn-handbook-2016-
v5.pdf?sfvrsn=8 
 
I hope to see you all in Ypsilanti in May! 
 
Phyllis Yoder, R.N. 
MASN President-Elect 
 

https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/blogs/piper-largent/2016/06/04/essa-what-does-it-mean
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https://schoolnursenet.nasn.org/blogs/piper-largent/2016/06/04/essa-what-does-it-mean
mailto:pyoder@huronisd.org
http://www.nbcsn.org/docs/default-source/PDFs/nbcsn-handbook-2016-v5.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.nbcsn.org/docs/default-source/PDFs/nbcsn-handbook-2016-v5.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.nbcsn.org/docs/default-source/PDFs/nbcsn-handbook-2016-v5.pdf?sfvrsn=8


mischoolnurses.nursingnetwork.com 
 

 

 

The Legislative Committee has a monthly 
conference call to discuss advocacy and legislative 
issues affecting MASN.  The president of MASN and 
legislative chair both participate at the state level 
on the Every Child Succeeds (ESSA) tactical review 
committee to advocate for strategies to utilize 
federal funding for school nursing services.  
Legislative committee members also meet monthly 
with the Director and Assistant Director of the 
Michigan Council for Maternal Child Health 
(MCMCH) as a follow-up to the State School Nurse 
Task Force Work.  Both the MASN president and 
the legislative chair meet with the Parent 
Information Network Advocacy group to advocate 
for childhood immunizations.  Below are other 
activities accomplished by the MASN Legislative 
Committee: 

 Meeting with Carry Tarry from Michigan 

Department of Health and Human Services 

(November, 2016) to continue advocating 

for support for school nursing services. 

 Developed an Advocacy Plan for MASN 

(October, 2016). 

 School Health Partner planning with the 

school health coordinators. 

 Provided a letter of support for the funded 

Michigan Endowment Fund grant to explore 

sustainable funding for school nurses and 

mental health. 

 Monitoring bills the may affect MASN 

through the GONGWER Report and 

attendance at the monthly MCMCH 

meetings. 

The Legislative Committee welcomes new 
members.  Please contact Pat Bednarz at 
pat.bednarz@gmail.com. 

Respectfully submitted by the Legislative Chair, 
Pat Bednarz 

 

Legislative Report Membership report 

We currently are 152 members strong.  One of 
NASN’s strategic objectives is to increase the 
recruitment and retention of NASN/MASN 
members, because we know that a robust 
membership is needed to allow School 
Nursing to advocate for our state’s legacy, our 
children! Unfortunately, with the state dollar 
reductions to schools many nurses have lost 
their position and/or been replaced with non-
licensed personnel!  

If you know a school nurse who is not a 
member please encourage them to join. 
Remember, members receive VSP Sight for 
Students gift certificates, free or low cost CNE 
contact hours and “evidence based” resources 
to keep your practice up to date! We currently 
have open positions within MASN and could 
use your special gifts to help us to continually 
move MASN forward. If you are planning on 
attending the Spring Conference, stop by and 
introduce yourself! We would love to meet 
you!  

Please welcome our newest members to 
MASN! 

 Kimberly Baron 
 Brenda Bartula 
 Biane Bazzy 
 Karyl DeBruyn 
 Sharon Haan 
 Abigail Lorenz 
 Allena Mrzlack 
 Rebecca Quigley 
 Megan Rule 
 Mary Underhill 
 Shelly Walker 
 Tammie Williams 
 

mailto:pat.bednarz@gmail.com
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It has been an honor to serve as your NASN Director for the past 4 years.  This year I was assigned to 
4 different NASN committees: Governance, Bylaws, School Nurse Practice Modules Advisory 
Committee and the Mental Health Advisory Board. My work on these NASN committees has given me 
the opportunity to grow both personally and professionally. Effective February 2017, Karla Palmer 
will begin her 4 - year term as your new NASN Director.  

NASN Elections: 
NASN electronic ballot election opens on March 15, 2017. Information about the candidates can 
be found at: https://www.nasn.org/Home/ArticlesHomePage/tabid/464/ArticleId/996/2017-
NASN-Election-Meet-the-Candidates.  
Open positions include President-elect, secretary/treasurer and nominating committee.  
 
NASN Annual Conference: 
The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) - 49th Annual Conference “From Evidence to 
Action” will be held at the Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina in San Diego, California 
June 30 - July 3, 2017 (preconference June 29th). NASN is also seeking poster presentation 
abstracts for NASN this conference. Deadline to submit an abstract for a poster presentation for 
NASN’s 49th annual conference is February 7, 2017. Information on how to submit an abstract can be 
found at 
https://www.nasn.org/ContinuingEducation/AnnualConference/CallforAbstractSubmissions 
 

Respectively Submitted,  
Julia Lechtenberg 
 
 

NASN Delegate 

Let us know what is going on in your area of the state! 

If you have an event or information you would like to see included in the Communicator,  

please submit to Rachel VanDenBrink at vandenbrinkr@grps.org 

 

MASN Annual Conference 
 

Moving into the 21st Century: 
Caring for Students with Chronic Illnesses 

Keynote speaker: Beth Mattey, NASN President 

 
May 11 & 12, 2017 

 

Marriott Ypsilanti at Eagle Crest 

Ypsilanti, MI 
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