
 

NASN Legislative Priorities for 2014 
 

 With pending legislation in both Houses of Congress (H.R. 3532 and S. 1546) 
concerning the protection of student athletes from concussions, NASN requests 
that the bills reflect the many essential aspects in school nurse 
involvement in addressing concussions. As the school-based clinical 
professional on the team of stakeholders, the school nurse has the knowledge 
and skills to provide concussion prevention education to parents, students and 
staff; identify suspected concussions; and help guide the student's post-
concussion graduated academic and activity re-entry process.  Members of 
Congress are urged to enact comprehensive concussion legislation with 
appropriate inclusion of school nurses in health care definitions and 
stakeholder teams.  
 

 
 As the Congress continues to work on the reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), NASN requests the inclusion of specialized 
instructional support personnel (SISP) throughout legislative language.  As 
essential members of specialized instructional support personnel, school nurses 
are serving as a critical link to school success for many students.  Now that both 
the House (H.R. 5) and Senate (S. 1094) have reauthorization bills, it is 
imperative that the more inclusive Senate language in “Strengthening America’s 
Schools Act” be reflected in the final version of ESEA legislation.  Members of 
Congress are urged to enact comprehensive legislation, which includes 
SISP and the importance of prevention and intervention services for 
students. 
 

 
 The Student-to-School Nurse Ratio Improvement Act of 2013 was 

reintroduced in the House on May 7, 2013. The Act would create a pilot 
demonstration grant program allowing federal assistance for local educational 
agencies most in need of improving their ratio.  All students should be able to 
have their health needs safely met while in the school setting.  Current reality is 
that although students today have greater medical needs than in past 
generations, caseload assignments for nurses vary greatly throughout the U.S. 
and within states.  NASN is asking Members of the House of Representatives 
to become co-sponsors of Representative Carolyn McCarthy’s (D-NY-4) House 
bill (H.R. 1857).  A Senate bill has not yet been introduced during the 113

th
 

Congress.  Senate Members are asked to consider being an original co-sponsor 
of a companion bill.  Member support of this critical piece of legislation will work 
towards ensuring that needed evidence of the positive impact of improving ratios 
will be demonstrated. 
 

 
 

 


