
November 9, 2016 

Re:  S. 2572: Nurse Act 

Senator Deb Fischer 
454 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Fischer, 
 
I am the Legislative Chairperson of the Nebraska School Nurses Association.  The Nebraska School 

Nurses Associations is committed to maintaining, promoting and advancing the quality health services 

and health education throughout the state.  The Nurse Act, S. 2572, promotes the health and well-being 

of Nebraska Students by increasing their access to school nursing care in both rural and urban schools. 

The Nebraska School Nurses Association is in support of the proposed bill; S. 2572, the Nurse Act.  
Access to adequate school nursing care remains a problem in Nebraska.  This has a direct effect on 
Nebraska students.  Many school districts in Nebraska have one nurse covering an entire school district 
while some have no nurse on staff and rely on non-licensed staff to meet the health care needs of 
Nebraska students.  The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) 2015 position statement notes 
that every student needs direct access to a school nurse so that all students can be healthy, safe, and 
ready to learn. 
 
Children come to school with a variety of mental and physical health conditions, varying from moderate 
issues to multiple, severe chronic health or mental illnesses that have a profound and direct impact on 
their ability to learn.  NASN recommends the ratios of one school nurse to 750 in a healthy student 
population; 1: 225 for student populations requiring daily professional nursing services; 1:125 for 
student populations with complex healthcare needs; and 1:1 for individual students requiring daily 
continuous professional nursing services.  Nebraska is not meeting these minimum standards for school 
nurse to student ratios.  
 
 The Nurse Act will improve access to school nursing care for Nebraska children and improve health care 
to achieve the best health and wellness outcomes for all Nebraska Students.  Nebraska School Nurses 
Association supports the bill.  Please add this statement of support to the permanent record for LB107. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Wendy Rau, RN, BSN, BA 
Legislative Chairperson 
rauwendy@gmail.com 
 



 


