
Welcome, School Nurses, to the 2016-2017 School Year! 

I am hopeful that you were able to have some family time over the summer break! I am also hopeful 

that you are rejuvenated and ready to tackle another school year. Your MASN board has been busy this 

summer. 

NASN Conference, Indianapolis, Indiana 

 There were a good number of us at the NASN conference in June in Indianapolis. We felt very lucky to 

be representing our beautiful state.   

MASN Board Retreat, Haslett, MI 

The board had a retreat in July where we were able to get some focused work done. Here is what was 

accomplished at the retreat.  

1. Updated strategic plan under the direction of our President-elect Phyllis Yoder 

2. Identified potential sites, themes, and speakers for both the Fall and Spring conferences led by 

Mary Larsen, Vice President 

3. Adopted a new budget proposed by Treasurer Jodi Gogolin 

4. Continued planning for Regional SAMPRO training with Regions Chair Karla Palmer 

5. Strategized for contributing to the MDE ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) process with 

Legislative Chair Pat Bednarz 

6. Brainstormed with Membership Chair Hendrina Cupery on how to attract and maintain active 

members of MASN 

7. Identified how to leverage resources and support NASN with Julia Lechtenberg, our NASN 

delegate. 

We also learned from our State School Nurse Consultant about the happenings on the state level that 

will be affecting school health and why we should continue to advocate for all students to have access to 

a school nurse.  

(We missed our Communications Chair Rachel VanDenBrink, but understood that she was home 

performing her most important job of adjusting to being the mother of 2 lovely children!) 

All of this activity was kept moving by our amazing Secretary Laura Dowling. You all can never imagine 

what a talented and committed board you have working for you.   

MASN Anaphylaxis Toolkit Update 

There are additional school nurses who are not on the board but contribute valuable time and resources 

to updating tools we all use and need. Nancy Polmear-Swendris and Anne Russell were very 

instrumental in updating the Anaphylaxis Toolkit that was created in 2014 after the PA 187 was passed 

requiring stack epinephrine in every school in Michigan. These updated resources are now available on 



our website. Please be sure to keep your practice current and evidence based by utilizing the updated 

versions of the tools in the toolkit.  

MASN Medication Training PowerPoint Update 

Sue Zacharski worked hard over the summer months, in addition to her many NASN Vice President 

responsibilities, to update the Medication Training PowerPoint presentation and the accompanying test. 

The updated training presentation will be available to anyone who has previously purchased the MASN 

Medication Training Toolkit at a discounted rate. It will also be included in the whole toolkit should you 

need to purchase one.  

Fall Conference 

Lastly, be sure to save the date, November 5, to participate in the Fall Conference. This year we will be 

learning about Sudden Cardiac Death and the MiHeart Safe Schools program. A save the date will be out 

soon.  I am so looking forward to seeing you all there.  

Thank you for all that you do. The fall is a particularly hectic time, and it sometimes seems like we will 

never dig our way out of the work ahead of us. But that work is so important and there are many, 

besides school nurses, who are realizing that. The ESSA conversations all lead back to the need for 

school nurses and we are so happy to be at that table to help identify how to meet that need.  

We will be looking for a Region Chair to take office in January as Karla begins her time as our NASN 

delegate. Please consider joining the MASN board. You could not work with a finer group of dedicated 

and innovative individuals.  

Best of luck to you in the upcoming school year and please don’t hesitate to contact any of your board 

members if you have an idea or concern to contribute.  We all look forward to hearing from you.  

Kindest regards,  

Evilia 


