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MASN BUSINES MEETING MINUTES
October 18th, 2012
Billings, Montana
 
Theme: Learn, Live, Share, Dream
Rebecca Spear convened the meeting at 12:01pm. Officers were introduced, including Sue in her new position as Policy Director. Everyone present then introduced themselves. A big thank you was collectively given to the organizers of the conference from Billings, Amy Dyk and Jill Girolami. The credits obtained from this conference may be used for Nursing License continuing education credit.
Old business: Motion approved to accept Spring 2012 Business Meeting Minutes and Fall 2012 Treasures Report .
Board of Directors Report: Sue Buswell read this report for Kendra Selser who could not be present at the meeting.
               Highlights of the report-
· There is a new director of research at NASN.
· The 2nd edition of School Nursing: A Comprehensive Text is out.
· 1,200 nurses attended the last National Conference in San Francisco, CA
· The next National Conference will be held Orlando, FL from June 27-30th, 2013
· MASN’s new BOD, Sue Buswell, will be sworn in on January, 2013.
 
National Conferences Benefits: Kathy Boutilier presented on the benefits that come from attending-
· Very professional conference with a high level of responsiveness to current issues facing school nurses.
· You meet other school nurses from around the country and learn how similar the issues we face are.
· There is a hard copy and on-line information on the tracks you are attending (typically divided into advocacy, education, etc.)
· Many nursing continuing education credits are available when you attend.
 
ADVOCACY: The NASN website contains a section on tools for advocacy. You can find templates for letters, power points, etc.. Kathy B. spoke to our group on utilizing these tools for a presentation to the Helena school board. There was a new superintendant in the district and some concerns about the level of continuing support for current school nurses working for the district. Kathy prepared well for this meeting, and had facts and figures on the importance of school nurses in student success. After her presentation the board wanted to look at increasing the number of nurses currently working for the district! Kathy advises that we remember the lens that we are using when we are looking at funding. The goals need to be to- keep kids safe, to keep them in school and to keep them on track to succeed.
School Nurse of the Year Award: Goes to Shirley Gordon of Butte High School!
Alice Armstrong Award: Given in recognition of school nurse advocacy. No recipient this year, but the executive counci hopes to have someone nominated next year.
 2012 MT School Nurse Survey: Sue Buswell once again took on the overseeing of a survey of school nursing in MT. This was another research-based survey to determine how many children had access to a school nurse. It was determined that MORE counties have NO services. In 2009 there were 19 counties (out of 56) and in 2012 there were 26 counties (out of 56) that had no school nurse services.
 In 2009 there were only 2 counties that met the recommended ratio of 1:750 (school nurses to  students) in 2012 this increased by one. The 3 counties are Glacier, Mineral and Sweetgrass. Overall, our state now has a school nurse ratio of 1:1985, which has put us at #42 in the nation. In 2009 MT was ranked #45 in the nation with a 1:2300 ratio.
2012 Legislative Update: Policy Director Sue Buswell spoke on the current status of legislative events. Some topics that may affect nurses include the Medicaid expansion, violence against children issues, safe staffing, right to work language, etc. 
The School Access to Emergency Epinephrine Act is set to move forward with the support of MASN. There would also be more access to grants if this bill is approved, based on what we have seen in other states. We currently have legislation that allows students to carry and self-administer emergency epinephrine with the appropriate authorization. Statistics show that approximately 25% of first time anaphylactic reactions occur in school. Anybody would be covered by the Good Samaritan Law other states that have passed this law.  The company that manufactures EpiPens has a program to provide an EpiPen to every school, every year.  Schools will still need to have a physician order to carry the medicine. The Helena district currently pays annual fee of $500 for this service from a local physician. To access the free EpiPen program go to: www.epipen4schools.com
First Aid Flip Charts: Cheryl Summerer in charge of Special Projects reports that Hamilton district purchased 35 flip charts and Townsend district purchased 13 flipcharts. The funds received from their sales is what has be keeping MASN in good financial standing!
Website Update: Cheryl Summerer, along with Deb Sargent have been continuing to work toward getting a functional website for MASN. Although the website is not yet up and running, progress has been made. We need to decide on a domain name, as MASN has already been taken by other “M” state nurse organizations. A discussion on various options such as Wiki Space, Nursing Network, etc. ensued but no final decision has been made. Becca Spear will work at getting more information and a quote from a source she has in Bozeman.
Diabetes Collaborative: Linda Simon talked to the nurses about the fact that the concept of a diabetes collaborative has been around for about 10 years now, in some form or another. The current collaborative includes; DPHHS, several MASN members (inc. Linda Simon and Karen Hutchinson), ADA representatives, diabetic educators, OPI, parents, etc. Their purpose is to ensure that all kids with diabetes in our schools are safe and have access to all outside activities, etc. A Parent Survey and a Nurse Survey was done within this past year and part of the group presented at a state superintendants meeting in the spring.
There is also a School Nurse Sub-Group (Jill Girolami, Amy Dyk, Linda Simon, Erica Bridgeford, KarenHutchinson, DeeAnn Durgen, Sue Buswell and Becca Spear). This sub-group has been making policy recommendations on the diabetes issues to represent MASN in the collaborative. Marci Butcher of DPHHS/MT Diabetes Project would like to see MASN join the ADA in creating a position delegation by school nurses.
Business Meeting was adjourned at 1:50pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Bengtson
 
Past MASN minutes 
Fall 2012 minutes
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