Surgical Smoke: A Hidden Risk in the OR
Surgical smoke may be invisible to many patients, but for nurses, surgeons and other operating-room staff, repeated exposure can be a serious occupational concern.
A new push for legislation in South Carolina is bringing attention to this invisible workplace hazard. Charleston surgical nurse and attorney Kim Tuemler is once again advocating for a state law requiring hospitals to evacuate surgical smoke from operating rooms. Her message is straightforward: healthcare workers should not have to risk their own health while caring for patients.
With 22 states already having laws addressing surgical smoke, South Carolina lawmakers have another opportunity to take action. Tuemler and her supporters have already pushed for legislation requiring smoke evacuation in operating rooms.
A bill championed last year passed the South Carolina Senate but failed to make it through the House.
State Sen. Greg Hembree, a Republican from Horry County who sponsored the legislation, says he intends to bring the bill back and pre-file it. State Sen. Greg Hembree, a Republican from Horry County who sponsored the legislation, says he intends to bring the bill back and pre-file it.
Without a statewide requirement, the decision can depend on individual physicians, hospitals and workplace policies.
Supporters of legislation argue that basic protection should not depend on where a nurse happens to work.
This is an important conversation about workplace safety, healthcare, and protecting those who care for us.
Read the full interview from South Carolina Public Radio:



