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New President, New Theme

Introducing our new National AACN President, Tonka Williams, and her theme for this year:
"Every Voice. Every Story. Every Table. This is not just a theme. It’s a declaration. That every time
you speak up, your voice matters. That every experience you carry, your story matters. And every

space you enter, you belong there." -- AACN President-Elect Tonka Williams

2026-27 AACN President-Elect Tonka
Williams

Meet Tonka Williams —
As President-elect of the American

Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN),
she is dedicated to advancing the nursing

profession through leadership, advocacy, and
innovation. With more than two decades of
experience in acute and critical care, she is
passionate about empowering nurses and

improving patient outcomes.

Congratulations to
Our 2026-27 Board of Directors!
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Jessa Tiu, BSN

Education Chair
Daisy Samonte,

MSN, RN, CCRN
(UCLA West Valley

Medical Center)
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Danielle Long MSN,
RN, CCRN, CNL

(Children's Hospital
Los Angeles)

Publicity Co-Chair
Yasmin Faggin,

RN
(Cedars-Sinai

Medical Center)

Publicity Co-Chair
Michael Le

UCLA Nursing
Student

Community
Outreach Co-Chair

Shana Adibi, RN
(Cedars-Sinai

Medical Center)

Community
Outreach Co-Chair
Melody Kashani, RN

Merit/Scholarship
Co-Chair

Mary Lawanson-Nichols
MSN, RN, CNS, NP,

CCRN, FCNS
(UCLA Santa Monica

Medical Center)

Merit/Scholarship Co-Chair
Howard Booth

MSN, RN

UCLA School of Nursing Liaison
Yury Elkind
RN, CCRN

(Ronald Reagan Medical Center)

Our Reflections and Goals

Past President

Jose Chavez

Serving as the UCLA AACN Chapter President
this past year has been one of the greatest honors
of my professional career. The most rewarding
part of this experience was watching everyone

come together to support one another—whether
during our Leadership Symposium, our chapter

meetings, or through the countless hours of
collaboration behind the scenes. Most of all,

witnessing the growth, engagement, and impact
of our nursing students within the chapter has

been truly inspiring. Their enthusiasm and
leadership give me tremendous hope for the

future of nursing. Thank you to everyone who
made this year so meaningful. I look forward to
seeing our chapter continue to grow and thrive.

President

Sandra Lee

I’m very thankful to have been involved in
the AACN Chapter at UCLA for many years,
and to have learned from our past presidents,

including Mary, Feri, Daisy, and Jose. I’m
excited to have the opportunity to serve and

support all our members from students,
bedside nurses, APPs, and our communities.
From sponsored dinners, educational events

for professional development, and community
service opportunities, we welcome you to

come and connect with us locally and
nationally!

The 2026 NTI Conference!
The 2026 AACN National Teaching Institute & Critical Care Exposition (NTI) occurred on dates
May 17-20 at the San Diego Convention Center, bringing together thousands of nurses and
healthcare professionals from across the country to explore the latest advances in acute and critical
care. Through evidence-based educational sessions, hands-on learning, and networking
opportunities, attendees expanded their clinical knowledge, leadership skills, and professional
connections. The conference celebrated innovation, collaboration, and AACN's ongoing
commitment to advancing excellence in critical care nursing.

Left to right: Howard Booth,
Yasmin Faggin, Feri Kiani,

Sandra Lee, Angela Fitzmorris,
NTI attendee

Yasmin taking a picture with the
new theme

Howard Booth and Jose Chavez

Daisy and Feri together

Mary Nichols backstage!

Daisy Samonte teaches at NTI
about Advanced Cardiac

Devices

Monthly Chapter Dinner Series
Purposeful Education, All Year Long

The AACN Chapter at UCLA hosts educational dinners on the first Wednesday of each month
to support the ongoing professional development of critical and progressive care nurses. These
sessions provide accessible, evidence-based education that directly enhances bedside practice,
reinforces professional integrity, and promotes high-quality patient care. These educational
offerings reflect our commitment to lifelong learning, innovation in healthcare, and advancing
nursing excellence across the Greater Los Angeles area.

Stay tuned for our upcoming Educational Dinner today on July 1st!

Learning in Action: Board Meetings

Purposeful Education, All Year Long

During each Board Meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, the AACN Chapter at UCLA
integrates educational sessions as part of our commitment to lifelong learning, clinical excellence,
and professional growth. By embedding evidence-based education into our meetings, we ensure
that knowledge sharing is accessible not only to leadership, but to all general members,
reinforcing AACN’s mission to promote optimal patient outcomes through informed and
empowered nursing practice.

Recent Board Meeting Educational Sessions included:

Hindsight Brings Insights
-- Maurene Harvey, RN

Hindsight Brings Insights

Guest Speaker: Maurene Harvey, RN
Event Coordinator: Jose Chavez

During her presentation, Maurene Harvey explored the evolution of the intensive care unit (ICU),
highlighting the remarkable advancements in critical care technology and nursing practice over the
decades. She reflected on how innovations in monitoring, life-sustaining therapies, and evidence-
based interventions have transformed patient care while emphasizing that compassionate, patient-
centered nursing remains at the heart of critical care. Her presentation celebrated the profession's
progress and inspired attendees to continue advancing excellence in critical care nursing. Thank
you to Maurene Harvey for her wonderful talk!

Maurene Harvey, RN, MPH, CCRN, MCCM

Maurene Harvey, RN, MPH, CCRN, is a
pioneering critical care nurse, educator,

author, and healthcare consultant. She made
history as the first nurse elected president of

the Society of Critical Care Medicine
(SCCM), championing interdisciplinary

collaboration and advancing the role of nurses
in critical care leadership. Throughout her

career, she has been a passionate advocate for
family-centered care, healthy work

environments, and compassionate, patient-
centered critical care.

Sandra Lee discussing a question Group photo! Maurene Harvey at the podium

Community Outreach & Engagement

Initiative and Service

The AACN Chapter is committed to fostering professional development, leadership, and
community engagement by connecting nurses, healthcare professionals, and community members
through educational programs, networking opportunities, and service initiatives. These events
promote lifelong learning, collaboration, and advocacy while strengthening the critical care
community and supporting excellence in patient care.

Events highlighted:

Mental Health First Aid at
UCLA Ronald Reagan Medical Center
UCLA West Valley
UCLA Santa Monica

Community Outreach & Engagement

Educator: Danilo Bernal
Event Coordinator: Daisy Samonte

The Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training, hosted through ARISE with Talang Kalinga, is a
free, evidence-based, instructor-led course designed to equip participants with the skills to
recognize, understand, and respond to signs of mental health and substance use challenges in
adults. The session focuses on early identification, crisis response, and connecting individuals to
appropriate care using the MHFA Action Plan (ALGEE). Participants gain practical tools to support
mental well-being, strengthen community resilience, and improve overall patient care.

Danilo Bernal, DNP, APRN, CEN, CCRN, CCHP,
PMHNP-BC, NP-C, FNP-BC

Danilo Bernal is an experienced Family Nurse
Practitioner with a background in hospital and

healthcare settings. He is skilled in patient
advocacy, nursing education, medical-surgical
care, PALS, and patient education. He holds a
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) in Family
Practice Nursing from Brandman University,

part of the Chapman University system, and is
committed to delivering patient-centered care.

Group picture near the entrance of the UCLA Ronald
Reagan Medical Center

Dr. Bernal educating the class about Mental Health

Student Outreach & Engagement

Student Engagement & Professional Mentorship

The AACN Chapter also focuses on student-run activities and community engagement, providing
nursing students opportunities to lead initiatives, develop clinical and professional skills, and
connect with experienced nurses. These activities foster mentorship, teamwork, and real-world
exposure, helping prepare the next generation of critical care professionals while giving back to the
community.

Events highlighted:

Beverly Hills High School Stop the Bleed
UCLA School of Nursing Sepsis & Septic Shock

Beverly Hills High School
Stop the Bleed

Educators: Feri Kiani, Sandra Lee, and Yasmin Faggin
Event Coordinator: Melody Kashani

On Wednesday, April 15, AACN Chapter members facilitated a Stop the Bleed training session for
Beverly Hills High School students, providing hands-on education in basic hemorrhage control
techniques. Students learned how to recognize life-threatening bleeding and apply direct pressure,
wound packing, and tourniquet use in emergency situations. The session emphasized rapid
response, confidence in bystander intervention, and the importance of early action in saving lives,
helping equip participants with essential, potentially life-saving skills.

Students putting pressure on the wound Board member Yasmin Faggin teaching students
about the importance of fluids

UCLA Critical Care Nursing Club:
Sepsis and Septic Shock

Educators: Mary Nichols and Yury Elkind
Event Coordinator: Michael Le

On May 7th, the Critical Care Nursing Club (CCNC) at UCLA hosted an engaging educational
event on sepsis and septic shock, featuring an insightful lecture by Yury Elkind on the recognition
and management of these critical conditions. Attendees reinforced their learning through an
interactive scavenger hunt and a lively Jeopardy review led by Mary Nichols, creating a fun and
collaborative learning experience. A special thank you to Mary and Yury for giving such wonderful
educational points and hosting fun activities. And thank you to Michael Le, the incoming CCNC
President, and his team for organizing a successful event that combined education, teamwork, and
active participation.

Yury educating the nursing
students

Group photo!

Mary educating the nursing
students

Research Spotlight!

Engineering High-Reliability Into ICU Quality Reporting

This article highlights how technology and digital systems may inadvertently cause harm not only
to patients, through delays in care or unnecessary treatments, but also to nurses who increasingly
rely on these technologies in clinical practice. For example, when information is transferred
between electronic systems or manually modified, data may become unreliable, leading to
diminished quality reporting. As the authors note, "Transfers to and from the ICU are high-risk
periods during which medication discrepancies occur in up to 70% of patients." To bridge this
sociotechnical gap, healthcare organizations must prioritize a just culture that encourages the
reporting of near misses while fostering psychological safety. Reporting systems should be viewed
as educational tools that support learning and system improvement rather than as instruments of
surveillance.
Amazing work by Jose Chavez and his colleagues at Society of Critical Care Medicine (SCCM)--
Check out the article (pages 18-19) by clicking "See Article" below!

Get Involved & Stay Connected!

Our Monthly Events!

Monthly Chapter
Meetings

Join us every 3rd Wednesday of each month
from 5-7pm to learn, network, and share.

Click below for more info.

JOIN US

Empowering the Voice of the
Homeless

Volunteer with us every 3rd or 4th Saturday
of every month at St. Roberts Center 211 3rd

Ave, Venice CA, 90291 from 8-10am!

SIGN UP

Support Us!

Thank you for reading! Newsletter created by Jessa Tiu.
aacn.ucla.nursingnetwork.com

Print

LEARN MORE

EXPLORE

SEE ARTICLE

Go out with style! Our official chapter T-shirts are now available to purchase.
See website for more details!

PURCHASE NOW
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