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KONL is pleased to spotlight Board Member Mandi Walker. Dr. Walker is the KONL President Elect and Nominations Committee Chair and will step in as president in January 2027. She serves as System Director, Office of Professional Practice at University of Louisville Health and began her journey as a nurse in 2004, when she graduated with her BSN from the University of Louisville and started as a surgical / trauma ICU nurse at UofL Hospital. She has served as charge nurse, nurse educator and nurse leader in a variety of capacities. In 2019, she assumed leadership of the newly formed UofL Health system’s Office of Professional Practice, which includes Nursing Professional Development, Research, Nursing Excellence, Workforce Development and the Resuscitation Institute.
Dr. Walker completed her MSN in Education from Walden University in 2011, and her DNP in Executive Leadership from American Sentinel University in 2018. She is advanced certified in NPD and as a nurse executive and certified in critical care. 
Dr. Walker was elected to two terms on the Association for Nursing Professional Development’s (ANPD) Board of Directors, serving from 2019 through 2023. She has published multiple journal articles spanning topics ranging from critical care, nursing professional development, nursing leadership, and nursing engagement and retention. She presents locally, regionally, nationally and internationally on similar topics, with a primary focus on NPD, engagement and leadership. She is the 2015 recipient of the ANPD’s Belinda E. Puetz award, which recognizes overall excellence in Nursing Professional Development. Additionally, Dr. Walker was selected as the 2024 UofL Alumni Fellow for the UofL School of Nursing, as well as one of Louisville Business First’s Rising Stars in Healthcare in 2023.
Dr. Walker has been an active member of KONL for several year and was elected to the KONL Board of Directors as the Information Officer, serving from 2019 to 2021. She was also the appointed KONL representative to the Kentucky Board of Nursing as an RN Board Member from 2019-2023 and served as the chair of the APRN and Practice Councils, and as a member on the Education Committee and Credentials Review Panel. She served as the KONL membership chair in 2025 prior to being elected to the President Elect Role. 
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