Participant Handout: Creating a Digital Escape Room in Google Forms
Title: Engaging the Modern Nursing Student: Interactive, Technology-Enhanced Learning
Presented by: Cortney Maffett, DNP, MSN-Ed, APRN, FNP-BC
Objective: Demonstrate practical strategies for designing and implementing technology-enhanced, game-based learning activities.


Step 1: Define Learning Objectives
1. Identify what students should know or be able to do.
2. Use measurable verbs: identify, describe, apply, analyze, evaluate.
3. Example: "Students will identify common medication errors and apply safe administration principles."

Step 2: Create a Clinical Scenario
1. Write a short, realistic scenario relevant to your course content.
2. Example: "You are the nurse caring for a patient experiencing sudden respiratory distress. Determine the cause and initiate appropriate interventions."
3. Scenarios provide context and engage students in problem-solving.

Step 3: Develop Challenges/Questions
1. Draft 3–5 challenges that align with your objectives.
2. Types of challenges:
· Multiple choice questions
· Case studies
· Calculations (medication dosages, lab values)
· Image interpretation
· Clinical reasoning questions
3. Example: "Patient's potassium is 6.2 mEq/L. What is your priority action?"

Step 4: Build Locks in Google Forms
1. Open Google Forms and create a new form.
2. Add a new section for each challenge.
3. For each question:
· Click the three-dot menu → "Response validation"
· Set the correct answer type (number, text, multiple choice)
· Add a custom error message for incorrect answers
4. Correct answers unlock the next section, simulating a 'lock.'

Step 5: Provide Feedback
1. Use the 'Feedback' feature in Google Forms.
2. Include hints or explanations for incorrect answers.
3. Example: "The normal potassium range is 3.5–5.0 mEq/L. Review safe administration guidelines."

Step 6: Test Your Form
1. Complete the form yourself to ensure:
· Sections unlock correctly
· Feedback messages display properly
· No errors in questions or answer validation
2. Adjust as needed before student use.

Step 7: Conduct a Debrief
1. After students finish, discuss:
· Key takeaways
· Challenges and problem-solving strategies
· How decisions apply in clinical practice
2. Encourage reflection and group discussion.

Quick Tips for Success
· Start small with 1 scenario and a few challenges
· Reuse questions from quizzes or exams
· Keep instructions clear and concise
· Allow enough time for debriefing
· Make feedback specific and informative



Digital Escape Room Responder Link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfYb4AItwomGakGXLXKwMyhhl7wI6h-vzrqIVEVGjmyVTYUA/viewform?usp=dialog

Digital Escape Room Template: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QjdCm9V4Z3Hi3qRpcxzDpwvSwks_fZO0Bf5o8Jw7a9M/copy 

*Click the three dots in the top-right corner of the Google Form and select “Make a Copy” to create your own version. This ensures you can customize it without affecting the original template, which others may also access and edit.

*Must have a Google Account; free to make. 
