
	2026 ASNA Symposium Agenda Draft
*Times and content are subject to change until all speakers are confirmed.

	April 16, 2026

	0800 – 0815
	Welcome


	0815 – 0945
	The Courage to Lead
Teresa Welch, EdD, MSN, RN, NEA-BC


	0945 – 1015
	Break/Exhibitors/Posters


	
	Breakout A
	Breakout B
	Breakout C

	1015 - 1105
	Harnessing a Growth Mindset for Transforming the Workplace
Heather Cole, PhD, RN, CHSE, CNEn
Kacie Duncan, PhD, RN, CCRN

	Best Practices for Fostering Psychological Safety in Nursing Environments
Jennifer Werthman, PhD, MS, MBA, RN, NE-BC, CNE
Shannon Layton, DNP, MSW, RN, LICSW-S, NEA-BC, CNL, CNE, CWCN

	Value Stream Analysis to Address Food Insecurity in Older Adults: 
An Interprofessional Project
Janet Woods, PhD, MSN, RN, CPN


	1105 - 1155
	Substance Use Preventing, Screening, and Treatment
Sarah Hewitt, DNP, FNP-C, CEN

	From Hype to Help: 
Using Artificial Intelligence in Nursing Education
Alexis Spalding, MSN, RN

	WE CARE Self Study Modules for Nursing Students: A Teaching Intervention; Laura Woodward, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC, Patricia Patrician, PhD, RN, FAAN


	1155 – 1300
	Lunch/Exhibitors/Posters


	
	Breakout A
	Breakout B
	Breakout C

	1300 - 1350
	Preventing Burnout: Since Quitting isn’t in the Budget
Wendi Parminter, DPH, MHA

	Unlocking Clinical Judgement: 
Using Puzzle, Paper, and Play in the Nursing Classroom
Kimberly Parker, DNP

	Hot Flashes and Cold Shoulders: 
The Hidden Social Drivers of Menopausal Rage in Lesbian Lives
Christa McCrorie, LICSW-S, PIP, CD (DONA), CST


	1350 – 1440
	What’s in your Basket? 
Understanding the Importance of Lived Experience
Felesia Bowen, PhD, DNP, PPCNP-BC, FADLN, FAAN
 

	1440 – 1500
	Announcements/Adjourn

	April 17, 2026

	0800 – 0820
	Posters/Vendors


	0820 – 0830
	Welcome


	0830 – 1000
	Artificial Intelligence in Nursing: 
What Clinicians and Educators Need to Know in 2026
Christopher Hickman, MSIS, BSE


	1000 – 1030
	Break/Vendors/Posters


	
	Breakout A
	Breakout B
	Breakout C

	1035 - 1125
	Improvements in Staff Nurse Well-being Over Time:
The Workforce Engagement for Compassionate Advocacy, Resilience, and Empowerment (WE CARE) Program
Patricia Patrician, PhD, RN, FAAN
Aoyjia Montgomery, PhD, BSN
Joseph Travis, DNP, CRNP, FNP-C
Dana Morrson, DNP, CRNP, FNP-C
Shea Polancich, PhD, RN
Shannon Layton, DNP, MSW, CNL, NEA-BC
Jacqueline Westbrook, DNP, GERO-BC
Jennifer Werthman, PhD, RN

	Lessons from the Trenches:
Battling Bots and Bad Actors Amid Online Research Recruitment 
Brittany Woods, PhD, RN, CNOR

	Leadership ASNA Presentations

	1130 - 1220
	 Violence in the Healthcare Workplace: A Call to Action
Frankie Wallis, DNP, NEA-BC, COI
Julie S. Jones, EdD, MSN, RN

	Addressing Transportation Barriers: Hemodialysis in Rural Alabama
Shawona Daniel, PhD, CRNP, ANP-BC
Latosha Wilkerson, BSN, RN

	Strengthening the Healthcare Pathway: 
A Mixed Methods Analysis of a Pathway to Nursing Program
Allyson Sanders, PhD, RN, CNEcl

 


	1220 – 1320
	Lunch/Vendors/Posters

	
	

	1320 – 1410
	Development and Implementation of a Virtual Reality Training Platform for Nurses: A Multi-industry Collaboration 
Alex Engelmann, BFA
Alexis Spaulding, MSN, RN


	1410 – 1430
	Announcements



Posters
Increasing Parental Involvement at the Bedside in the Pediatric Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit; Ashley Lane, BSN, RN, Taylor Durham, BSN, RN, Samantha Gaither, BSN, RN. 
Nurse-Physician Relationships and Nurse Work Outcomes in a Large Academic Medical Center; Joseph Travis, DNP, CRNP, FNP-C, Dana Morrson, DNP, CRNP, FNP-C, CNE, Aoyjai Montgomery, PhD, BSN, Cindy Blackburn, MSN, RN, Jacqueline Westbrook, DNP, RN, Patricia Patrician, PhD, RN, FAAN.
Establishing a Wellness Room at a School of Nursing; Mikela Knox, MS, Patricia Patrician, PhD, RN, FAAN.
Sustained Faculty-Student Mentoring: A Teaching Intervention to Support NCLEX Success and Strengthen Alabama’s RN Workforce; JoAnn Otts, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, Ashley Thomas, BSN, RN.
Insights from the Magnet 3.0 Study: Global Perceptions and the Path Forward; Aoyjai Montgomery, PhD, BSN, Sean Clark, PhD, RN, FAAN, Allyson Hall, PhD, Caitlin Campbell, PhD, RN, Patricia Patrician, PhD, RN, FAAN
Renewal: A Statewide Wellness Conference for Nurses; Lin Carter, MSN, RN, CNL, Toni Beam, MSN, RN, NE-BC
Bedside Cheers! Champions of Care Recognition Platform; Cindy Blackburn, MSN, RN, JaLin Carter, MSN, RN, CNL
Increased Frontline Engagement Leads to Increased Recognition; Jennifer Childress, PhD, RN, CPEN, NPD-BC, Karen Cochrane, MSN, RN


