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AACN NTI Scholarship


                      Guidelines for Scholarship Opportunities

The chapter scholarship aims to encourage and reward chapter members' participation and commitment with an opportunity for professional growth through education and exposure to the most current evidence-based practices. A point system determines whether the applicant is an active participating member. 

The guidelines represent a fair, consistent, and standardized process for selection. Three-chapter members (current in national and local chapter membership) will be granted a scholarship to cover the National Teaching Institute registration cost. Chapters cannot offer cash rewards or incentives to chapter members. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]I.	General Information

A. All funds awarded from the Chapter are awarded only to chapter members and are non-transferable between chapter members. The applicant must be an active National and Local member to apply. 
B. The scholarship and merit points may only be used for registration to attend AACN's National Teaching Institute and Critical Care Exposition (NTI), etc. Merit points may not be redeemed for cash as this violates federal regulations for non-profit organizations.
C. The applicant is limited to receiving one scholarship per fiscal year, which started  July 1, 2025 and ends June 30. 2026. The deadline for the application is February 27 , 2026. 
D. The scholarship award recipients' names will be published on the chapter web page and announced at the chapter meeting on March 5, 2026.  

II. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Guidelines
1. Points may only be accrued and redeemed during the fiscal year of the application, unless otherwise stated. The Board of Directors may grant an exception to this guideline. 
2. The NTI scholarship award may only be used to pay the NTI conference fee. The award is based upon the “Advanced Rate” registration fee of $830 (in-person). You must be able to attend the NTI conference from May 17-20, 2026.
3. A minimum of 12 points will be needed to apply for the NTI scholarship. 
4. The following documentation needs to be completed and submitted to the AACN-HGCC board:
.
· A statement describing the following: How will the knowledge gained by participating in the NTI conference be incorporated into your current practice to improve patient care and outcomes and be disseminated to your colleagues? (300-500 words)
· Completed points tally using the description below.

III. [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Point Accumulation Description

	Activity Description
	Point Accrual

	[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Attendance at each local monthly meeting
	 2 points 

	Podium presentation within the past 12 months
	 Local 10 points, National 20 Points

	Poster presentation within the past 12 months 
	 Local 5 Points, National 10 Points

	Speaker at an HGCC function within the past 12 months
	 5 points

	Solicits and confirms a Vendor to provide a Speaker, Monetary donation, or Food in the past 12 months. 
	 5 Points per vendor

	First-time Certification
	 5 points

	Maintaining Certification
	 5 points

	Obtain CE approval for program Certification
	10 points

	Participation in Chapter supported community outreach events.
	 3 points per activity

	Bringing items or giving a monetary donation for Chapter-supported community outreach. 
	 2 points

	Educational presentation with CEU in the past 12 months
	10 points

	Recruitment of new members in the past 12 months
	 2 Points (per recruited member)








IV. [bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]NTI Scholarship Requirements 

A. Scholarship applications must be emailed to the Chapter email account symposium@aacnhoustongulfcoast.org by midnight on February 27, 2026. The Scholarship Committee will review the applications blinded and identify the top three candidates that have met the requirements. Merit points will be vetted for validity by the appropriate Board members. The chapter Secretary or Education Chair will perform a second validation to verify the accuracy of supportive documentation. The Board will review and approve the winners. 

B. Proof of your current local & national chapter membership is required.  Please add it as an attachment to the email with this application.
Examples of proof of membership: 

· Copy of your "Dashboard" screen, showing a current Chapter Member badge or a copy of your national AACN membership card.
· Copy of a chapter membership card
C. The applicant will submit their NTI Conference registration copy/receipt to the Treasurer for record-keeping, to be sent to treasurer@aacnhoustongulfcoast.org. Failure to submit the required registration receipt will result in a forfeited scholarship award.


FAQ:
Q: When do I get the scholarship money?

A: The scholarship winner pays out of pocket for NTI registration on or before April 6, 2026. The scholarship winner will be reimbursed once the receipt is submitted at the conclusion of the conference.  This is to ensure the recipient attends NTI.      

Q: Can I register for the NTI virtual with the scholarship award?

A: No, scholarships are being awarded in 2026 only for in-person registration.   

Please contact Beth Cook with any questions symposium@aacnhoustongulfcoast.org








	National Teaching Institute Scholarship Application 2026


Please note - Scholarships awards are for in person attendees only 
	PERSONAL INFORMATION – PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION

	
Name: .	Click or tap here to enter text.

	           Last                                                 First                                       Middle Initial

	
AACN Member Number:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address: Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.

	                 Street                                                                      City                                                      

State: Click or tap here to enter text.                                  Zip code: Click or tap here to enter text.

	
Phone Number/s:  Cell Click or tap here to enter text.   Home Click or tap here to enter text.



	Activity Description since July 2025, unless otherwise stated
	Point Accrual
	Points Obtained

	Attendance at each local monthly meeting
	2 points 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Podium Presentation within the last 12 months
	Local 10 points
National 20 Points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Poster presentation within the last 12 months
	Local 5 Points, 
National 10 Points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Speaker at an HGCC function within the last 12 months
	 5 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Solicits and confirms a Vendor to provide a Speaker, Monetary donation, or Food for an HGCC event in the last 12 months
	 5 Points per vendor
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	First-time Certification
	 5 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Maintaining Certification
	 5 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Get CE approval for program Certification
	10 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Participation in Chapter supported community outreach
	 3 points per activity
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Bringing items for Chapter-supported community outreach. 
	2 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Educational presentation with CEU
	10 points
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Recruitment of new members
	 2 Points each
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Total
	Click or tap here to enter text.




	In 300 - 500 words, please explain how knowledge gained by participating in the NTI conference will be incorporated into your current practice to improve patient care and outcomes and how you plan on disseminating the information you learned to your colleagues. 
(The box below will expand as you type).

	Click or tap here to enter text.




I hereby affirm that all the above-stated information I provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I also consent that my picture may be taken and used to promote the Houston Gulf Coast Chapter AACN website and social media if chosen as a scholarship winner. I understand I must respond to the Chapter if I am awarded the scholarship within 12 hours of being notified, or another candidate will be approached in my place. (Winner may waive photo due to unusual or compelling circumstances.) 


Signature: Click or tap here to enter text.		Date: Click or tap here to enter text.
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