MaAOHN Letter from the President:  January 2026

As January comes to a close, we can reflect back on a successful 2025 and look forward to a promising 2026.  I’d like to share our accomplishments from last year which included:
· Active memberships have grown from 59 in 2023 to 420 in 2025
· Board of Directors held 4 meetings via Zoom and one in-person dinner meeting
· All positions on the Board are currently filled
· The MaAOHN Treasury in strong
· Financial collaborative agreement for the annual conference with NECOEM was revised
· Educational programs were provided/participated in at various areas of our state:
· Waltham - 3/24-25/2025 Work Related Injury Workshop:  MaAOHN Exhibit Table and raffle.  Several members were presenters.
· Tewksbury - 4/8/25 Public Health Week in Tewksbury: Presenters: Jennifer Stanton (representing MaAOHN)-topic Monkey Pox and Gail Johnson on public health nurses
· Charlemont - 5/17/25 Cheese Making Workshop ½ Day lunch, CEU program presented by S. Litchfield 
· Westford - 12/4 – 5/2025 NECOEM/MaAOHN Conference.  Several members were presenters.  MaAOHN had an exhibit table and raffle.  Thank you to these members on the Planning Committee: Phyllis Cicchetti, Chris Pontus, Peg Tayler, Dena Stetson, Kathy Lehan, and Donna Ferreira.
· Westford – 12/5/2025 MaAOHN Annual Meeting where elections were held. Annual report given, and awards were given.
· The presidents of MaAOHN and the Mass Assoc. of Public Health Nurses signed a collaborative agreement between our organizations to support each other and provide programs for our members
· Three MaAOHN members were inducted to the class of 2025 AAOHN Fellows at the national conference in Pittsburg, PA.  We now have 11 MaAOHN with Fellow status!  Congratulations to our newest inductees:
· Betty Sanisidro, DNP, RN, COHN-S, APHN-BC, FAAOHN
· Evin Parker MSN, APRN, FNP, NP-C, FAAOHN
· Yuan Zhang PHD, RN, FAAOHN
· Letters to congress and senators were sent, in April, by me sharing concerns of the current administration’s actions that impact the occupational health industry and health and safety of employees.  These included the elimination of 70% of NIOSH staff and decreased funding, a federal gag order on evidence based medical research data and the deletion of digital archived medical research, the appointment of R.F. Kennedy as Secretary of HHS, “CDC website being modified to comply with President Trumps Executive Orders,” U.S. withdrawal from the WHO and Paris Climate Agreement, and the information breach including SS#s, medical information, and financial tax data. 

What is happening in 2026?
3/23-24/2026 Waltham, Work Related Injury Workshop.  $100 off registration fee for the first 50 NEAOHN members who use the code.  See neaohn.org for details.  Full agenda & registration: https://workerscompcare.com/

4/?/2026 TBD: Educational Program with the Public Health Nurses at the Public Health Museum in Tewksbury

11/16 & 17/2026 NECOEM/MaAOHN Conference in Burlington, discounted registration for MaAOHN members.  Registration will be at necoem.org in a few months. 

TBD:  Additional CEU opportunities in the central Mass. and south of Boston areas are pending   

What can you do to support to our organization?
· Nominate a colleague for a 2026 MaAOHN Award (Nurse Excellence, Profiles in Courage, Lifetime Achievement Award).  Email dfmayo1@gmail.com & loridawn910@gmail.com (Deb Mayo & Lori Burke) on our nominating committee.
· Attend the NECOEM/MaAOHN conference in Burlington, MA Nov. 16 & 17, 2026.  Registration is discounted for MaAOHN members.  Sign-ups will be at NECOEM.com.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Run for a position on the MaAOHN Board of Directors.  Email Deb Mayo & Lori Burke before 9/1/26 stating your interest in one of these available terms beginning 1/1/2027:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Director of a Region.  The current Board will mentor the new comers.   
· Be a presenter at a regional education program, a webinar for NEAOHN, or at the NECOEM/MaAOHN conference.  Contact Amanda Mulcahy at email a.mulcahy.haas@gmail.com on our Education Committee.
· Get one or more colleagues to become a MaAOHN member.  Join at maaohn.org and click Membership/Join Now! It is FREE until the end of 2027!  
Benefits of becoming a member:
· Connect with fellow OHNs
· Discounts on conference registrations
· Advance your career
· Eligible for annual awards
· Build lifelong friendships
· Mentor others
· Lead in our field
· Informed of industry changes
· Be part of a collective voice
· Speak at a nursing school about the role of the occ. health nurse.  Willing members can contact VP Ann Zaia at azaia.harvard05@gmail.com
· Monthly, visit our website at maaohn.org to see members in the spotlight, photos of events, the history of occ. health nursing, award recipients, coming events, listing of the Board members and more.
· Follow us on Facebook by searching MaAOHN, click follow.  Like or Love the posts!

While neighboring state organizations have or are folding, Massachusetts’ MaAOHN stands tall and strong.  It is because of the amazing members who are talented professionals dedicated to their work and this organization.  It is because your Board of Directors, 21 strong, has experienced and engaged veterans in our craft who are passionate to bring the very best to its members, recognizing star members with awards, providing educational programs, dropping the membership fees until at least the end of 2027, and are on a quest to share who we are and what we do by speaking on radio shows, publishing articles in local papers, and speaking at nursing schools.  I am so proud of our MaAOHN organization and the impact our work and caring has on our part of the world.  Hats off to each and every one of you for your dedication and commitment to occupational and environmental nursing.  

Sincerely, Donna C. Ferreira          President, MaAOHN                  email:  123donnaf@gmail.com
