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Delaware Association of Occupational Health Nurses, Inc. (DAOHN)
BY-LAWS (10/22/2025)
Approved: DAOHN Board of Directors: [Date 10/22/2025]
Approved: DAOHN Membership: [Date TBD]
ARTICLE I – NAME AND HISTORY
The Delaware Association of Occupational Health Nurses, Inc. (DAOHN), originally incorporated as the Delaware Association of Industrial Nurses in 1964, became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation in 1973. The organization adopted its current name in 1977 and is a member of the Northeast Association of Occupational Health Nurses (NEAOHN).
DAOHN remains affiliated with the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses (AAOHN) following AAOHN’s 2019 restructuring but operates independently as a Delaware nonprofit and federal 501(c)(3) corporation. It maintains an active alliance with NEAOHN as a regional chapter, with representation on the NEAOHN Board of Directors.
Membership in national or regional chapters is optional.

ARTICLE II – MISSION
DAOHN supports members by fostering leadership and professional development in occupational and environmental health through education, mentoring, and networking.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Classes of Membership
Membership is open to individuals interested in occupational and environmental health. The following classes are recognized:
· Active: Licensed nurses engaged in the field; full voting rights.
· Inactive: Temporarily inactive nurses; no voting rights.
· Retired: Former active members; retain voting rights.
· Affiliate: Non-nurse individuals; no voting rights.
· Student: Individuals currently enrolled in academic programs; no voting rights.
· Honorary: Conferred by the Board; no voting rights or dues.
· Life: Conferred by the Board for exceptional service; exempt from state dues, retains active voting rights.
· Organizational/Corporate Affiliate: Organizations aligned with DAOHN’s mission; no voting rights.
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Section 2. Membership Authority
Membership is granted and reviewed by the Board of Directors (“Board”). The Board may revoke membership within thirty (30) days following review.
Section 3. Dues
Annual dues shall be determined by the Board.
Section 4. Termination
Membership shall be forfeited for nonpayment of dues or failure to meet eligibility requirements.
Section 5. Access to Records
Members may inspect records upon written request. Inspections shall be scheduled within thirty (30) days. Documents will not be mailed or shipped.

ARTICLE IV – BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1. Composition
The Board shall consist of a minimum of five (5) and a maximum of nine (9) Directors elected by the membership. One Director may be designated as Chair by internal vote of the Board. Directors or members may be appointed to chair committees as determined by the Board.
Section 2. Authority and Responsibilities
The Board shall have full fiduciary and operational authority to:
1. Oversee DAOHN’s mission, programs, and finances.
2. Approve budgets and financial policies.
3. Retain or delegate to external professionals (e.g., accountants, advisors).
4. Establish, modify, or terminate membership categories and dues.
5. Form and dissolve committees.
6. Enforce member discipline as warranted.
7. Maintain nonprofit and legal compliance.
8. Fill board vacancies until the next election.
9. Ensure continuity and succession planning.
10. Approve operational policies and procedures.
The Board shall form an ad hoc Nominating Committee consisting of two (2) to three (3) members.
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Section 3. Meetings
· The Board shall meet at least twice annually and as needed.
· Meetings may be held in person or virtually.
· Special meetings may be called by any three (3) Directors.
· Notice of meetings shall be provided at least seven (7) days in advance.
· A majority of Directors shall constitute a quorum.
Section 4. Terms and Elections
· Board members shall serve two-year terms.
· No member may serve more than two consecutive terms unless reappointed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board.
· Elections shall be conducted as outlined in Article V.
Section 5. Removal and Vacancies
· Directors may be removed for cause by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board.
· Vacancies may be filled by majority vote of the Board until the next election.

ARTICLE V – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 1. Balloting
· Elections shall be conducted annually by electronic or written ballot.
· Candidates may submit brief biographical statements.
· Ballots shall be distributed no later than fifteen (15) days before the annual meeting.
· In uncontested elections, the Board may confirm candidates by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present at the annual meeting.
Section 2. Voting and Results
· Each voting member may cast one (1) vote per open seat.
· Ties shall be resolved by random selection conducted by the Nominating Committee.
· Elected Directors shall be sworn in at the annual meeting.
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ARTICLE VI – MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Section 1. Annual Meeting
An annual in-person membership meeting shall be held at a time and location determined by the Board.
Section 2. Special Meetings
A special meeting may be called by three (3) Directors or by ten percent (10%) of voting members.
Section 3. Notice
Notice of meetings shall be provided to members at least fifteen (15) days in advance.
Section 4. Quorum
A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of members present, including at least three (3) Directors.
Section 5. Voting Scope
Only items identified in the official notice may be voted upon unless new business is approved by a majority of those present.

ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES
Section 1. Committees
The Board may establish ad hoc or standing committees as needed to fulfill DAOHN’s mission.
Section 2. Ex Officio Members
Past Directors or members with special expertise may be appointed by the Board as Ex Officio participants, subject to Board approval. Ex Officio members shall be appointed on an annual basis and may participate in discussion and voting except they may not cast a deciding vote.

ARTICLE VIII – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
DAOHN shall operate in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised unless otherwise specified in these bylaws.
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ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of voting members present at a properly noticed meeting, provided that the proposed amendments have been distributed to the membership at least fifteen (15) days in advance.

ARTICLE X – RECORDS AND REPORTS
DAOHN shall maintain accurate records of meetings, finances, and other official activities. Members may request inspection of records in accordance with Article III, Section 5.

Final Revision Submitted 10/22/2025 and approved by DAOHN Board of Directors 10/22/2025 for membership approval.    
Barbara Daugherty, Director and By-Laws Chair.
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