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Kimberly Blanton, DNP, MHA, NEA-BC, is a board-certified Nursing Executive with more than 26 years of progressive experience spanning clinical care, operations, and strategic system leadership. She completed her Doctor of Nursing Practice at the University of Kentucky in 2020 and earned her Master of Healthcare Administration from the University of Phoenix in 2009. She currently serves as the Chief Nursing Officer for Chandler Medical Center at UK HealthCare.
Dr. Blanton began her career in 1998 as a critical care nurse in the UK HealthCare Neuro-Trauma Intensive Care Unit. During her first 11 years with the organization, she advanced through multiple nursing leadership roles that deepened her expertise in clinical operations, performance improvement, and team development. In 2008, she joined Pikeville Medical Center as the Director of Critical Care Nursing, before returning to UK HealthCare in 2011 as a Hospital Operations Administrator.
Prior to assuming her current role as Chief Nursing Officer in 2021, Dr. Blanton served as the Enterprise Nursing Operations Director for the Cardiovascular Service Line, Interventional Services, and the Enterprise Infection Prevention and Control Program—leading systemwide operational strategies, elevating clinical outcomes, and strengthening enterprise readiness.
Dr. Blanton’s career is defined by her commitment to excellence, professionalism, and advancing the practice and voice of nursing across the care continuum.
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