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November Reflections: President’s Message
AORN Greater Houston Chapter #4407 :

Greetings AORN GH Chapter 4407! Welcoming November: A
Time of Gratitude and Transition

As we step into November, we enter a month defined by gratitude,
remembrance, and transition. This is a season for reflecting on the
past while simultaneously looking ahead to new beginnings.
Despite the colder months approaching—at least that is our hope—
November encourages us to embrace the warmth and joy that the
season brings.

The Significance of November

November, the eleventh month of the year, is often associated with
introspection and renewed social energy. It serves as a mirror,
allowing us to reflect on truths and inspiring us to take action with
mindfulness. This period is an opportunity to pause, consider our
journey, and prepare for the future with intention and clarity.

Embracing the Spirit of the Season

Throughout November, we are encouraged to foster warmth, joy,
and abundance. The month invites creativity and clear thinking,
and it is intricately linked to happiness, prosperity, and success. The
Chrysanthemum, November's symbolic flower, represents joy,
longevity, and undying friendship. Alongside it, the Peony which
represents love, prosperity, and riches.

A Wish for Strength and Happiness

As November unfolds, may it bring forth your natural beauty and
spirit. I wish for happiness to be a constant presence in your life and
for you to find increased strength and courage to advocate for

yourself and for others. Let this season inspire you to embrace its

blessings and move forward with confidence and purpose.

Blessings,
Ebony Mitchell-Wallace, MSN, RN, BSHS
AORN GH Chapter 4407 President 2025-2026
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AORN GH Chapter 4407 Salutes The Women And Men Who Have
Served Our Country With Bravery And Honor!

Thank You For Your Unwavering Service and Dedication

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED @ 11THNOVEMBER ® VETERANS DAY

Happy Veterans Day
November 11, 2025
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HAPPY PERIOPERATIVE NURSES WEEK
NOVEMBER 09-15, 2025
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Proclamation

Office of THE MAYOR
CITY OF PEARLAND

Ehﬂ'ﬂi, perioperalive nurses specialize in the care of palients immediately before, during,
and after surgical and other invasive procedures; and

E]JH‘ME, serving in seftings ranging from traditional hospilal-based operating rooms lo
ambulatory surgery centers and physicians' offices, perioperalive nurses work to provide the
safest care possible for patients undergoing surgical and other invasive procedures; and

Eljﬂm, perioperaltive nurses assess individual patient needs prior to and throughout the
surgical or invasive experience, develop, implement, and conlinuously evaluate a plan for the care
of the patient, and prepare the operating room and patient for their procedure; and

EI]HMH, perioperative nurses are responsible for monitoring all aspects of the patient’s

condition for the duration of each procedure and, through professional and patient-centered
experlise, are responsible for care coordination after the procedure, and

Ehﬂm, patients undergoing surgery and other invasive procedures and their loved ones
rely on the skills, knowledge, and experlise of perioperative registered nurses, who uphold a long
tradition of improving surgical safety and the quality of patient care; and

Ehﬂm, Perioperative Nurse Week recognizes the contributions perioperative registered
nurses make to patient safety and the opportunities and challenges facing the profession; now,
therefore, be it

Fotw, Therefore, | Kevin Cole, by the power vested in me as the Mayor of the City of
Pearland, Texas, do hereby proclaim November 9 - 11, 2025, as

PERIOPERATIVE NURSES WEEK

In Pearland, | encourage all citizens to join in recognizing and expressing gralilude to our
perioperative nurses for their outstanding service, professionalism, and commitment to excellence
in surgical patient care.

Given Under My Hand and Seal of Office
This 14th day of November 2025

Mayor, The City of Pearland




OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 44 —4 i

SUGAR LAND, TEXAS

Perioperative Nurses Week 2025
November 09-15, 2025

Whereas, perioperative nurses specialize in the care

' ’ of patients immediately before, during, and after surgical and other
invasive procedures; and

Whereas, serving in settings ranging from traditional hospital-based operating rooms to ambulatory surgery centers and

pﬁys?cwns offices, perioperative nurses work, to provide the safest care possible for patients undergoing
surgical and other invasive procedures; and

Whereas, perioperative nurses assess individual patient needs prior to and throughout the surgical or invasive experience,

develop, implement, and continuously evaluate a plan for the care of the patient, and prepare the operating
room and patient for their procedure; and

Whereas, perioperative nurses are responsible for monitoring all aspects of the patient’s condition for the duration of each
procedure and, through professional and patient-centered expertise, are responsible for care coordination after
the procedure; and

Whereas, patients undergoing surgery and other invasive procedures and their loved ones rely on the skills, Rnowledge, and
expertise of perioperative registered nurses, who uphold a long tradition of improving surgical safety and the
quality of patient care; and

Whereas, Perioperative Nurse Week recognizes the contributions perioperative registered nurses makg to patient safety and
the opportunities and challenges facing the profession;

Now, Therefore, I, Carol K, McCutcheon, on behalf of the members of City Council, and by the virtue of the authority
vested in me as Mayor of the City of Sugar Land, Texas, proudly proclaim November 09-15, 2025 @erioperative Nurses
Week, DA A 4
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In witness whereof I have hereunto

set my hand and caused this seal to be affixed.

Oand 5. We Cotchenn”

Carol K, McCutcheon, Mayor

November 09, 2025




STATE OF TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Throughout the Lone Star State, perioperative nurses provide necessary.
specialized care to patients in hospital-based operating rooms, umbulatory
surgery centers, and physicians' offices. From minor procedures to major
surgerics, perioperative nurses use their expertise to develop. implement, and
evaluate plans of care for patients, cnsuring the best possible outcomes for

Texans and their loved ones during times of illness or injury.

These essential nurses play an imperative role in patient carc as they leverage
hest practices and innovative techniques to care for patients before, during, and
after procedures. Comprising of diverse specialtics such as sterile processing and
post-anesthesia care, this field plays a crucial role in ensuring patients’ health and
safety. Perioperative nurses are also responsible for maintaining the highest

standards of infection prevention and quality control.

Each ycar, a week in November is set aside in order 10 recognize the numerous
contributions of perioperative nurses and to raise awareness aboul their important
work in the healthcare industry. At this time. I encourage all Texans to join me
in showing appreciation for perioperative nurses, for their commitment to their
neighbors, and in applauding their efforts to protect the people of the Lone Star

State,

Thercfore. I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim November
9-15, 2025 (o be

Perioperative Nurses Week

in Texas and urge all Texans o observe the
occasion with appropriate ceremonies and

activities,

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto
affixed my signaturc this the 23rd day of

October, 2025.
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CELEBRATION DAYS®

I-2 Dia de los Muertos
I0 - Odd Socks Day - Anti-Bullying Week
Il - Veterans Day

3 - World Kindness Day
M - Pickle Day

; 19 - National Education Support Professionals Day
« Y 20 - National Parent Involvement Day

Y 20 - World Children's Day

. 2| - Substitute Teacher Appreciation Day

) 22 - National Family Volunteer Day
27 - Thanksgiving Day

Week

3 - 7 School Psychologist Week
10 - H Anti-Bullying Week

I0 - H National Young Readers Week
[7 - 2| American Education Week
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AORN GREATER HOUSTON HAS A NEW CHAPTER EMAIL
ADDRESS

aorngh@gmail.com

Missed the newsletter information, updated your email address
and need to know how to update it in our National database, or
just want to give us a shout for any reason? Please email us.



mailto:aorngh@gmail.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO AORN GH #4407 MEMBERS BORN IN
NOVEMBER! A VERY SPECIAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
PRESIDENT EBONY MITCHELL WALLACE!!!
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Ng'w MONTH, NEW INTENTION: INTENTIONS NEW  _" «.
GOALS NEW LOVE‘ NEw LIGHT, AND
’N'E.\ABEG'H\JNINGS.;'-_ :
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These born in Noevernber are |
o umque and dynamlo individuals.
%-ftvhough private pecple, they have a

a natural magnetism that draws *’*‘
~ others and are fleroely 19_;@1 friﬁ.nds 4
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: Happy Bmthday Novanber Bablcs*




CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WHO HAVE
BEEN PROMOTED

Your promotion is just
the first word of your success story.
There is lot more that lies ahead. *

AORN Greater Houston Chapter congratulates you and wishes you

Continued success in your nhew role. May you continuously be provided
with the

tools necessary to continue to succeed as a leader within

perioperative nursing.

= ]



N NORA'S HOME

&/

for transplant patients and

their families

Houston's Haven for Solid Organ Failure and

Transplant Patients

Nora's Home

8300 EI Rio Street,
(832) B31-3720 |
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THANK YOU AORN GH CHAPTER 4407!!!

AORN GREATER HOUSTON CHAPTER 4407 PROUDLY DONATED
$250.00
TOWARD THE FIGHT TO END HUNGER
IN NOVEMBER 2025

— How A Food Bank Works

e—
2 Food comes in 1o Houston Food Bank from voriows sowrces and s
> inspected, sorted, and stored in our warehouse

Food is then distribused fo our community partners. These pariners
include pantries, soup kischens, schools, mullisorvice centers, and
ather hunger relief agencies.

hOUSfon @ Our portners then give cut the food directly to those who need it

foodbank ' #e communsy

Our mission: food for bebler lives. Our vision: A world that doesn’t
l need food banks.

a - %
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Last Year In Review:*
18 Counties 92,835 households 1,500 Partners 159 Million Meals
vod por woek provided with  such s Jood pantries, of mavitious food

sor
Howston Food Bank  food assistonce on average soup kitchens, meol sites, made posuble
ond shellers

Your donation houstonfoodbank
benefits Filling pantries. Filling lives.

o o U o o
. 1 in 5 Southeast Texans is at risk
' ‘ ' of hunger

— $1 will provide 3 meals for our
— neighbors in need

OUR DONATION PROVIDED 750 MEALS FOR OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED




WE NEED YOUR HELP! CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

JOIN US AS A SYMPOSIUM

VOLUNTEER AND HELP US CREATE é ORN ﬁ“ﬁ?{é"ﬁ
A POSITIVE IMPACT! Dot

INVOLVEMENT IS AN EXCELLENT

WAY TO SHOWCASE LEADERSHIP
ABILITY

CONTACT: REBECCA BUJNOCH
PRESIDENT ELECT IF INTERESTED:
EMAIL: BECCA.BUINOCH@GMAIL.COM
OR LET'S DISCUSS AFTER THE MEETING

Call for
VOLUNTEERS




2025 Bay Area Heart Walk
9 out of 10 people who suffer cardiac arrest outside the hospital die. In most of
those cases, bystander CPR was not performed. But we can
change this. It’s time to unite, act, and save lives. The American Heart Association
invites YOU to join the Heart Walk and help turn a nation of bystanders into a
nation of lifesavers. Every walker who joins, every dollar donated, means more
people trained in CPR, more research, and more lifesaving moments for everyone
I volunteer to help save lives. You can too. Register as a volunteer for the 2025
Bay Area Heart Walk today at
heart.jotform.com/team/southwest-region/volunteer-registration-bay-area

2025 Bay Area Texas Heart Walk
Saturday, November 15, 2025

Date & Time
Sat, November 15, 2025
7:00 AM -9:00 AM CT
Location
Kemah Boardwalk
215 Kipp Avenue
Kemah, TX 77565

_ Volunteer Registration: Bay Area Heart Walk



https://www2.heart.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=12036
https://heart.jotform.com/team/southwest-region/volunteer-registration-bay-area

HOUSTON METHODIST WEST FALL SYMPOSIUM

PERIOPERATIVE
SYMPOSIUM &
VENDOR FAIR

Nurses and nursing students,
please join us for perioperative
education, hands on practice,
and professional networking.
4 Topics presented:

* ERAS in Perioperative
Nursing: Strategies for
Success
Utilizing an Evidenced-
based 7S Bundled Approach
to Reduce the Risk for
Surgical Site Infections
Role of Circulating RN in
Anesthesia Emergencies

* Preventing Surgical Fires

SAVE THE DATE! REGISTER NOW FOR
Saturday EARLY BIRD PRICING
November 15, 2025 Sty B
0730~ 1330 B S

Houston, TX 770894
Houston Methodist
West Hospital - MOB 3

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!




AORN GH WE HAVE A LOT TO BE THANKFUL FOR!
COME OUT AND CELEBRATE ALL THE WONDERFUL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS WE HAVE MADE TOGTHER IN 2025
REMEMBER TO BRING A TOY OR TWO FOR
ABUSED, NEGLECTED, AND AT RISK CHILDREN
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BEAR

Join BEAR in bringing holiday joy to more than 29,000
abused, neglected, and at-risk children through our
BEARIing Gifts program!

T e &5 M0 oe &5

Gift Suggestions

Infants: Toddlers:
Mursery Toys, Teething Toys, Ride-On Toy Trucks/Cars, Action Figures/Dolls,
Toys, Sit-To-Stand Walkers, Activity Costume/Dress Up Items, Building Blocks,
Mats, Soft Building Blocks Stuffed Animals, Play Food/Dishes,

Interactive Learning Toys (VTech)

Children (up to 12 years old): Children (13+):

Action Figures/Dolls, Tween Make-Up
Sets, Arts and Crafts Kits,
Science/Discovery Kits, Puzzles, Legos,
Remote Control Cars/Helicopters

Tablets, Bluetooth Headphones,
Digital/Instant Camera (with refills),
Make-Up Sets, Mail Polish, Bath & Body
Sets, Jewelry ltems (both genders),
Cologne/Perfume Sets, Purses/Wallets

General Toys:
Bikes*, Scooters, Sports Scan to learn
Equipment [alltypeg]. Bnarq SCAN ME more about
Games, Handheld Gaming Device, . .
Tablets BEARing Gifts!

*Bikes = please ensure they are not
assembled and are still in the box.

3572 ETC lester Blvd. Houston, TX 77018 | www.bearesourcehouston.org | 713.274.9850

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE STUDY TO
SUPPORT ONE OF OUR OWN FUTURE PHD
PREPARED PERIOPERATIVE NURSES




Surgical Counting Dissertation
Research Study

Help us examine how Non-Technical Skills influence surgical
counting and decision-making. Join our study and contribute to
improving surgical outcomes.

Eligibility Criteria:
o Intraoperative RN or CST working full-time, part-time, or per diem.
o Minimum of 1 year of experience within infraoperative setting of an acute care hospital.
o Currently participating in General Surgery cases.
o Active member of AORN or AST.
o Have access to a computer, electronic device, or cellphone with interet.

Interested in participating?
If you meet the criteria listed above, scan the QR code
or visit https://utmb.us/emq for next steps.

(ORS00
' 's

Have additional questions?
Email Melanie at Meauber@utmb.edu.

m Health.

All Inf K nfidential and used solely for research purposss.
Learn more about research at Tho UnlvarsﬂyolToxas Madical Branch (UTMB Health) at www.utmb.edu,

*CHARTER BUS CONSIDERATION WILL OCCUR AT OUR NOVEMBER 11, 2025
MEETING*

TCORN SAVE THE DATE




TCORN ANNUAL

SYMPUSIUM & ,*
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UTSW Clements Hospital

DALLAS, TX

Striving for Excellence
in Perioperative Practice

JANUARY 17, 2026 * TCORN
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AORN National Board Members 2025-2026




THE FUTURE OF AORN LEADERSHIP

2026-2027
Office Candidates State
President-elect (1 to be elected) Brenda G. Larkin, MS, RN, ACNS-BC, CNS-CP, CSSM, CNOR, FAORN D
Jamie Ridout, MSN, MBA, RN, NEA-BC, CNOR, CASC NC
Vice President (1 to be elected) Lisa Bailey, BSN, RN, CNOR X
J.D. Buchert, MSN, MEd, MS, RN, CNOR, CPHQ X
Secretary (1 to be elected) Cassendra A. Munro, PhD, BS, RN, CNOR, FAORN, FAAN CA
Rebecca Vortman, DNP, RN, CNOR, NEA-BC IL
Board of Directors (3 to e elected) Stephanie Battiste, BSN, RN, CNOR CA
Richard Dorritie, PhD, RN, CNE, CNOR NY
Bryanne Harrington, MSM, BSN, RN, CNOR MA
Amanda Heitman, BSN, RN, CNOR NC
Natalie Jones, DHA, MBA, BSN, RN, CNOR FL
Jaimie Weber, MSN-ED, MBA-HM, RN, NEA-BC, CCRN-K, CNOR, PHN CA
Imelda Wright, PhD, RN, CNOR KY
Nominating Committee (3 to be elected) Stephanie Ayala, MSN, RN, CNOR FL
Kristy Gottschalk, MSN, RN, CNOR, PHN MN
Michelle L. Griffin, BSN, RN, CNOR N
Jaimason Hatch, MSN, RN, CNOR AK
Lindsey Joyce, MSN, RN, CNOR MO
Adam Mckew, MSOL, BSN, RN, CNOR 0
Ray-an Talatala, DNP, RN, CNOR, NPD-BC, FAORN NY




Greater Houston Chapter of AORN Mission

The Greater Houston Chapter of AORN mission is to promote safety and optimal outcomes for

Patients undergoing operative and other invasive procedures by providing practice support and
professional development opportunities to perioperative nurses. AORN will collaborate with

professional and regulatory organizations, industry leaders, and other health care partners who

support the mission.
EBony . Tifchell- Wallace

Ebony Mitchell-Wallace, MSN, RN, BSH
President 2025-2026
AORN Greater Houston Chapter #4407

« AORN [fiifH:
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