The Honorable (State Senator’s First and Last Name)
(State Name) Senate
State Capital Address
Dear Senator (Last Name):
I am writing to express my support for the legislation addressing Surgical Smoke Evacuation, House Bill 2283, which requires the use of smoke evacuation systems in operating rooms to protect healthcare workers from surgical smoke. This bill amends the Health Care Facilities Act to mandate policies that prevent exposure to surgical smoke during procedures likely to generate it, with a focus on using smoke evacuation systems. The bill aims to protect healthcare workers from the harmful effects of surgical smoke, which can be generated during various procedures. This bill is of paramount interest to me because as an Operating Room nurse, this issue directly impacts myself, my coworkers, and my patients.
I am primarily concerned about the health risks associated with surgical smoke, also known as smoke plume, which presents several dangers to health care personnel and potentially patients. The smoke contains toxic gases, ultrafine particles, and potentially infectious materials, which can cause irritation and respiratory problems. In addition, carcinogens in surgical smoke include acetaldehyde, acrolein, acrylonitrile, benzene, cyclohexanone, formaldehyde, furfural, polyaromatic hydrocarbons, styrene, toluene, and xylene, which have been classified as carcinogens by the International Agency for Research on Cancer.
Thank you for your consideration of my viewpoint on this matter. I believe it is an important issue and would like to see the legislation pass to ensure health safety for surgical teams and patients.
Sincerely,
(Your name)
(Address)
(Phone Number)
(E-mail Address)
