
NORTHERN ILLLINOIS CHAPTER 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEUROSCIENCE NURSES 

1ST QUARTER MEETING – MARCH 12TH, 2025



OUR MISSION

The mission of the Northern Illinois Chapter of the American 

Association of Neuroscience Nurses is to foster and promote 

the health, education, and welfare of the general public.

We do this by promoting education, nursing research, 

certification, networking, and evidence-based practice in the 

specialized field of neuroscience nursing.



BOARD 

MEMBERS



New Board Members Elected in 2024

President Elect 

– Joy Rainey

Secretary

- Heidi Horetzki

Educational Activities and 

Community Outreach 
Committee Chair 

– Marjana Djakovic



Lisa Brezinski MS RN-BSN, CNRN, SCRN
President

Lisa has been a staff/charge nurse on the neurology-stroke unit at 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital since 2011. She is the immediate 
past chair for the nurse-led acute stroke team and the chair of the 
safety committee for her department. Her newest adventure in 
neurology comes with the launch of her hospital's new Epilepsy 
Monitoring Unit (EMU). Lisa also worked as a clinical nurse on the 
Mobile Stroke Unit for RUSH University Medical Center and loved the 
experience she gained working on an ambulance dedicated to 
stroke care. This position also allowed her to network and provide 
stroke education throughout the community. Lisa is double certified as 
a CNRN and SCRN. She has been a member of the Northern Illinois 
Chapter since its infancy and has served on the board as secretary, 
president elect and president. She is also a two-time DAISY Award 
Honoree.



Joy Rainey MSN, RN, ASC-BC, SCRN
President-Elect

Joy is the current stroke program coordinator at Loyola 

University Medical Center. She has over twenty-five years 

of experience in a variety of nursing positions including 

long term care facility, pediatrics, orthopedics, medical 

surgical, telemetry, and intensive care. Joy received her 

MSN from Loyola University in 2015 and is ASC-BC and 

SCRN. She has served on the board of Midwest Stroke 

Action Alliance and now is serving as the President Elect 

for NOIL.



Heidi Horetzki RN, CDP
Secretary

Heidi has 15 years of nursing experience. She started her 
nursing career on a neuro stroke unit where she shined as 
part of a nurse led acute stroke team. From there, she 
ventured into home health with her primary focus being 
wound care. After several leadership positions in the home 
health setting, she has challenged herself by stepping into 
the Director of Nursing role at Montclair Assisted Living and 
Memory Care. While Heidi will always have a special place 
in her heart for neuro, her new passion is geriatrics and 
dementia. She is a member of the Continuity of Care 
Association and has become a certified dementia 
practitioner. She is definitely dedicated to creating an 
environment where seniors can flourish.



Mirjana Djakovic MSN, RN
Chair of Education & Community Outreach

Mirjana obtained her bachelor's degree in 2010 and has since 
gained extensive experience in various nursing roles, including 
cardiothoracic surgery and medical-surgical care. Since 2019, she 
has served as a Stroke Program Coordinator at Loyola University 
Medical Center, where she focuses on quality improvement initiatives 
to enhance healthcare outcomes for stroke patients across the 
continuum of care. In 2022, Mirjana earned her Master of Science in 
Nursing with a concentration in executive leadership. With a strong 
passion for improving healthcare outcomes, Mirjana leverages her 
creativity to develop innovative solutions that blend evidence-based 
practice with fresh, strategic thinking. She is an active member of the 
American Association of Neuroscience Nurses, the American Heart 
Association, and the National Hispanic Latino Cardiovascular 
Collaborative. Outside of her professional commitments, Mirjana 
enjoys cooking, spending time with her fiancé and sister, and caring 
for her two rescue pit bulls, Jupiter and Frajer.



BOARD MEMBERS

 President: Lisa Brezinski

 President Elect: Joy Rainey

 Treasurer: Immediate Opening

 Secretary: Heidi Horetzki

Committees w/ Chairs and Co-Chairs

 Director of Communications: Immediate Opening

 Educational Activities/Community Outreach Committee:   

Chair: Marjana Djakovic

 Hospital Champions – Immediate Opening

 Student Nurse Liaison – Immediate Opening

 Immediate Past President: Nataliya Omelchenko

Immediate

Open Position

Immediate 

Open 

Positions



APPLICATION 

PROCESS

 Let the chapter know you are interested!

 Take an application or request one via 

email.

 Complete application.

 Submit application by Email: 

NOILCHAPTERAANN@gmail.com

  Or Mail to: Northern Illinois Chapter

                        ATTN: Lisa Brezinski

                        3529 N. Orange

                        Chicago, IL. 60634



NATIONAL 

LEADER 

ALERT!



AANN Director-At-Large 

Minna Masor, MS, Ed, RN, CCRN, SCRN

The Northern Illinois Chapter is 
excited to announce that their very 
own, Minna, Masor, MS, Ed, RN, 
CCRN, SCRN, will be appointed as the 
2025-2026 AANN Director-at-Large. 

We could not be prouder of her and 
this wonderful accomplishment. 

Congratulations Minna!



MEMBERSHIP



NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

The AANN expanded their 

membership to include non–RN 

professionals and students.



MEMBERSHIP RATES

NATIONAL AANN 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR

REGULAR $135 $250 $375

ASSOCIATE $105 $190 $285

STUDENT $70 $120 $180



CURRENT NOIL MEMBERSHIP COST $20

CHAPTER DUES

NORTHERN INDIANA $30

CENTRAL INDIANA $15

EASTERN IOWA $20

WISCONSIN 

(MADISON)

-



TRENDING MEMBERSHIP

AANN 2019 2020 Q4 2021 Q4 2022 Q4 2023 Q4 2024 Q1 2024 Q2 2024 Q3 2024 Q4

NOIL 101 49 46 45 40 40 42 45 45

PROSPECTIVE 187 192 161 183 133 133 130 127 127



MEMBERSHIP LAG TIME

 The National Organization is who 

receives membership notices.

 The AANN then sends out updated 

membership lists quarterly for both 

active and prospective members.

 To prevent lag time, please email 

the chapter to place you on the 

active member roster to begin 

receiving info. 



Partnerships



Care Management Society of 

America (CMSA)

GOALS

 To promote continued professional 
development by providing high quality 
member programs

 To inform consumers and other professionals of 
the health care system of the positive impact 
of effective case management interventions

 To increase the visibility, credibility and impact 
of Healthcare workers on issues of public policy 
that affect Chicagoan case managers at the 
federal, state and local areas



FINANCES



FINANCIAL GROWTH

Date Funds

JUNE 2024 $26,285.50

SEPT 2024 $26,830.50

DEC 2024 $26,950.50

March 2025 $43,591.98



CHAPTER 

MEDIA 

UPDATES



CHAPTER WEBSITE – NOW LIVE

AANN will no longer be 
paying for the Homestead 
site 

• Began in March 2024

01
The AANN Board of 
Directors approved a new 
vendor/software to host 
Chapter Websites called 
The Nursing Network

02



What is Nursing Network.com

Nursing Network is the professional network connecting nurses with the groups 
they belong to, colleagues they support, and resources they need.

o Nursing Events Locating upcoming nursing events has never been 
simpler. Search the largest directory of national, statewide and local 
nursing events online.

o Nursing Jobs Our niche network specializes in the highest quality career 
opportunities. Search our national collection of nursing jobs and land the 
perfect position.

o Nursing Industry Updates Connect to the largest source of real time 
nursing news. All posted by top association board members and 
delivered directly to your inbox.

o Nursing Associations Find and follow associations that matter to you 
and receive the latest news and announcements, event invites, and 
important association communication.





The AANN Northern Illinois Chapter | Nursing Network
https://northernilaann.nursingnetwork.com

https://northernilaann.nursingnetwork.com/


Facebook - Transitioning

 Dissolve current page

 Develop new page to mirror 

Nursing Network and 

LinkedIn

 Stay Tuned



Linked In – NOW LIVE

 Most Beneficial

 Promotes Chapter info in real time

 Provides learning opportunities

 Conferences

 CEUs

 Allows for networking with other 

healthcare professionals and 

healthcare company representatives

 NeuroLogica

 NeurOptics



CERTIFICATIONS



AANN CERTIFICATIONS

EXAM WINDOWS

March 1-31, 2025
July1-31, 2025
October 1-31, 2025

EXAM WINDOWS

February 1-28, 2025
May 1-31, 20025
September 1-30, 2025

OPEN WINDOW

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM FOR 
THE SEIZURE AND 
EPILEPSY HEALTHCARE 
PROFESSIONAL
AN ASSESSMENT-
BASED CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM



EVENT RECAP
One of our chapter goals is to raise disease awareness by participating in 

more networking, community outreach and fundraising. 



AMERICAN STROKE 
ASSOCIATION
CYCLENATION

 Last year we continued to participate in the 

American Stroke Association’s CycleNation.

 CycleNation is a movement to utilize cycling as a 

way to get people HEART and BRAIN healthy 

while raising funds for vital community programs 

and supporting research to end stroke and heart 

disease.



AMERICAN 
STROKE 
ASSOCIATION
CYCLENATION



WALK TO END 

ALZHEIMER'S

Glenview, IL

Sunday, September 8th, 2024



NOIL CHAPTER MEETINGS 



NOIL HOLIDAY PARTY



UPCOMING 

EVENTS



AANN’s Neuroscience Nursing Annual 

Conference

 You can hear about the latest innovations and developments in evidence-based 
research while meeting with the brightest in the field. This conference covers a 
wide variety of neuroscience nursing topics, as well as leadership, professional 
development, and research. The level of content varies from beginner to expert.

 Sunday, March 16 - Tuesday, March 18, 2025 in New Orleans, LA. 
 Registration is OPEN.



Northwestern 

Medicine – 

Intracerebral 

Hemorrhage

Workshop

FRIDAY MARCH 14TH - SATURDAY 

MARCH 15TH



Synapse House 

Fundraiser with the 

Chicago Wolves

March 30th, 2025

3PM

$21

Stay after for autographs with 
players!



32nd CMSA – CHICAGO

ANNUAL CONFERENCE



WALK MS Chicago 2025



American Stroke Association 

CycleNation 2025

Wednesday, May 14th, 2025

5 PM

Daley Plaza

Team Names
NOIL Chapter AANN - Outspokin' Nurses 1
NOIL Chapter AANN - Outspokin’ Nurses 2

To Participate Email: 
NOILCHAPTERAANN@GMAIL.COM



Synapse House 

2025 Golf Outing 

and Dinner

June 2nd, 2025

Glen Oak Country Club

Glen Ellyn, IL



AANN Advance in Stroke Care 

Conference

➢ The AANN Stroke Conference addresses clinical learning needs; organizational 
development goals for stroke centers; and clinical challenges in the emergency room, 
in-patient areas, the rehabilitation unit, and the community.

➢ The Stroke Conference is held each summer. The 2025 Stroke Conference will be held 
from Monday, July 28-Wednesday, July 30, 2025 in Phoenix, AZ. 

➢ Registration will open in May 2025.



Walk to End Alzheimer’s



NOIL APPAREL



T-SHIRTS 

NOW 

AVAILABLE

$20/SHIRT



IMPORTANT 

DATES



2nd Quarter 2025

Chapter Meeting

Speaker: Gail Fusz RN, MS, CHCE

Topic: Sleep Disorders

5:30 PM

Wednesday

June 11th, 2025

Schaumburg, IL

Encore Village

Sponsored By: CMSA CHICAGO AND BrightStar Care

1 CEU



The Future of The Northern Illinois Chapter

 BOD will update Bylaws to reflect transition of associate and 
student members. (APRIL 2025)

 Update BOD positions to better serve the chapter. (APRIL 2025)

 Post meeting minutes to chapter webpage and send meeting 
minutes to members post meetings. (MARCH 2025)

 Look into offering CEUs at quarterly meetings. 

 Have a member SPOTLIGHT (bi-monthly?) on all social media 
outlets. 

 Yearly awards for outstanding members.

 NOIL Chapter Conference (2026?)

 Utilizing chapter members during Nurses Week/Stroke Month? 

 Additional neuro topics of interest?

 Bi-yearly fundraising outings? 



A HUGE THANK YOU TO TONIGHT’S 

SPONSORS

Synapse House CMSA-CHICAGO BrightStar Care



“It doesn’t take strength to win, 

it takes the true heart of the team 

to win” – Emily Voyles

Thank you for being a part of the Northern Illinois Chapter of the 

American Association of Neuroscience Nurses.
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