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Minnesota’s 
Surgical Smoke 
Evacuation Law

• Workplace Safety
• Workforce Retention
• Voluntary Compliance Doesn’t Work
• No National or Statewide Enforceable 

Requirements

Why do we need a law to evacuate 
surgical smoke?

2024 Legislation What’s in the Minnesota law?
Every hospital, ASC, and outpatient surgery center 
must adopt and implement policies to prevent 
exposure to surgical smoke by requiring the use of a 
smoke evacuation system during any surgical 
procedures likely to generate surgical smoke. 

The Department of Labor and 
Industry/Minnesota  OSHA will ensure 
compliance. 

Compliance Considerations
Facility Policy

� How will your facility 
ensure compliance?

� How will your facility 
handle non-compliance 
internally?

Minnesota OSHA

� Non-compliance may be 
reported externally to 
MN OSHA.

� MN OSHA may issue 
fines for repeated or 
willful violations. 

AORN Resources
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AORN Guideline recommendation: Use the OSHA-endorsed CDC/NIOSH hierarchy of controls to 
reduce the perioperative team’s exposure to surgical smoke and establish safe practices 

CDC/NIOSH Hierarchy of Controls

In collaboration with the 
perioperative team, 
determine a surgical smoke 
safety plan before the 
procedure and reassess the 
plan as surgical smoke 
management needs 
change. 

Is surgical 
smoke 

anticipated?

A comprehensive Surgical Smoke-Free Recognition 
Program to ensure a safe environment wherever surgical 
smoke is generated to protect patient and worker safety 

Support for Surgical Smoke Safety

American National 
Standards Institute: 
Z136.3 Safe Use of 

Lasers in Healthcare 
Settings

International 
Organization for 
Standardization:

ISO 16571

ISO 29463

Association of 
Surgical 

Technologists:

GL for laser safety

GL for 
electrosurgery

Australian College 
of Perioperative 

Nurses:

Surgical Plume 
Standard

International 
Federation of 
Perioperative 

Nurses:

Guideline on risks, 
hazards, and 

management of 
surgical plume 

The Joint 
Commission:

EC.02.02.01: 
Minimize risk 

associated with 
hazardous gases 

and vapors 

ECRI:

Smoke evacuation 
systems

Council on Surgical 
& Perioperative 

Safety:

Endorses smoke 
evacuation

NFPA99/ASHRAE: 
updates prioritize 

“medical plume (ie, 
surgical smoke)” 
evacuation and 

filtration

MN OSHA WSC Safety Grant Program
• Dollar-for-dollar match up to $10,000
• Projects designed to reduce risk of injury and 

illness to an employer’s workers
• Reimbursement program
• More information available online

https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/workplace-safety-and-health/mnosha-wsc-safety-grant-program


Questions?


