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Texas League for Nursing  

“In order to improve health care 
outcomes, the National League for 
Nursing's new vision statement calls for 
nursing programs to teach with and about 
technology to better prepare the nursing 
workforce (NLN, 2014). 

 

 

 

Thursday April 23, is the beginning of an 
action packed two day event. Opening 
remarks at 0830 will be given by TXLN 
President Sharon Wilkerson and followed 
by keynote speaker:    

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Beverly Malone PhD, RN, FAAN 
CEO, National League for Nursing 

New York, New York 
 

Register today on line! 
  
https://txln.nursingnetwork.com/nursi
ng-events/19871-texas-league-for-

nursing-annual-meeting 

"In many ways, nurses are the 
bridge between the patient and 
technology.”  
 
NLN President  
Dr. Marsha Howell Adams 

. 

Location:  
950 North A.W. Grimes Boulevard, 

Round Rock, TX 78665 
 

TXLN President 
Dr. Sharon Wilkerson 

 

Join us in Round Rock, Texas 
at the Texas A&M Health 

Science Center for 
Texas League for Nursing’s  

2015 Annual Meeting: 
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Chief executive officer of 
the National League for 
Nursing since February 
2007, Dr. Beverly Malone 
is among America's most 
vocal leaders in the 
national conversation 
about the nursing and 
nurse educator shortage, 
and the role of nursing in 
ensuring access to safe, 
quality, culturally 
competent care to diverse 
patient populations, 
domestically and globally.  
 
Dr. Malone's tenure at the 
NLN has been marked by 
a retooling of the League's 
mission to reflect the core 
values of caring, diversity, 
integrity, and excellence 
and an ongoing focus on 
advancing the nation's 
health. Significant faculty 
development and 
leadership initiatives she 
championed, from the 
NLN Academy of Nursing 
Education to the 
International Council of 
Nurses Education 
Network, highlight her 
commitment to prepare a 
diverse nursing workforce, 
caring for patients to the 
full extent of their practice, 
to address the changing 
dynamics of today's 
technology-rich health 
care environment.  
 
Under Dr. Malone's 
guidance, the NLN has 
partnered with 
corporations, 
associations, and 
foundations — ranging 
from Johnson & Johnson 
and Laerdal Medical 
Corporation to AARP and 

Keynote April 23rd   
Dr.	  Beverly	  Malone 
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the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation - to advance 
the science of nursing 
education, increase 
diversity in nursing and 
nursing education, and 
advance excellence in 
care for seniors. Her 
testimony in 2009 during 
Congressional budget 
hearings was but one 
example of Dr. Malone's 
public policy advocacy for 
increased support for 
nursing workforce 
development and 
advanced education for 
nurse educators to 
address the persistent 
shortage of nurses that 
threatens health care 
delivery.  
 
In 2010, the year she was 
ranked #29 among the 
100 Most Powerful People 
in Healthcare by Modern 
Healthcare magazine, Dr. 
Malone served on the 
Institute of Medicine's 
Forum on the Future of 
Nursing Education and  
contributed to the IOM's 
groundbreaking report, 
"The Future of Nursing: 
Leading Change, 
Advancing Health." She 
also served on the 
Advisory Committee on 
Minority Health, a federal 
panel established to 
advise the US Secretary 
of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
Beverly Malone began her 
nursing career with a 
bachelor's degree in 
nursing from the 
University of Cincinnati in 
1970. She combined 
further study with clinical 
practice, a master's in 
psychiatric nursing, and a 
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doctorate in clinical 
psychology, which she 
earned in 1981. Her 
distinguished career has 
mixed policy, education, 
administration, and clinical 
practice. Dr. Malone has 
worked as a surgical staff 
nurse, clinical nurse 
specialist, director of 
nursing, and assistant 
administrator of nursing. 
During the 1980s she was 
dean of the School of 
Nursing at North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical 
State University. In 1996, 
she was elected to two 
terms as president of the 
American Nurses 
Association (ANA), 
representing 180,000 
nurses in the USA. In 
2000, she became deputy 
assistant secretary for 
health within the US 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. Just 
prior to joining the NLN, 
Dr. Malone was general 
secretary of the Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN), 
the United Kingdom's 
largest professional union 
of nurses, from June 2001 
to January 2007. Dr. 
Malone was also a 
member of the Higher 
Education Funding 
Council for England 
(HEFCE) (Source NLN, 
2014) 

 Washington, DC 
 
 
 

Washington, DC 
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Kris Wuensche works as 
an Instructional Designer 
for the Texas A&M Health 
Science Center College of 
Nursing.  In this position, 
her primary responsibilities 
include managing course 
development on the 
Blackboard Learning 
Management System, 
developing faculty training 
in various instructional 
technology products, 
administering online 
course evaluations, 
overseeing two computer-
based testing systems, 
managing nursing student 
orientation courses, and 
managing multimedia 
resources.  Ms. Wuensche 
has taught public speaking 
for 20 years and continues 

Also on Thursday April 23rd : Kris Wuensche 
Distance Learning  
 

2

to teach an online public 
speaking course for Blinn 
College-Bryan Campus.  
For the last 10 years, Kris 
has facilitated workshops 
for Texas A&M on Patrick 
Lencioni’s The Five 
Dysfunctions of a Team 
curriculum.  Previously, 
Kris worked as a Senior 
Instructional Designer for 
the Texas A&M University 
System, a Computer 
Training Specialist for 
Texas A&M’s Evans 
Library, and a faculty 
member for the 
Department of 
Communication at Texas 
A&M University.   
 
 

Helen Reid Ed D, MSN, RN, CNE 

1

Helen Reid is the Health 
Science Center Provost  at 
TVCC and is responsible 
for its management and 
day to day operations. She 
provides leadership for the 
health occupations division 
on all campuses. She 
supervises the formulation 
and implementation of 
policies and standards 
within the division. She is 

Helen Reid & Bonnie Higgins 
Texas Concept Based Curriculum 
	  

2

also responsible for 
making sure the health 
science programs are in 
compliance with the rules 
and regulations mandated 
by various state and 
educational agencies. She 
serves on several state 
and national boards and 
does much to advance the 
Associate Degree of 
Nursing and the TVCC 
health occupation 
programs. Provost Reid 
holds a Bachelor of Art’s 
degree in Biology from 
UT-Austin, A Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing 
from UT-Arlington, A 
Master of Science in 
Nursing from Texas 
Woman’s University in 

3

Dallas, and a Doctor of 
Education degree from the 
University of North Texas in 
Denton. She is a certified 
Nurse Educator (Source: 
TVCC, 2015).  

Bonnie Higgins serves as 
the Project Manager for the 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board Nursing 
Innovation Grant awarded to 
Trinity Valley Community 
College entitled “The Texas 
Concept-Based Nursing 
Curriculum Project”. She is 
also a Recurrent Faculty in 
the RN to BSN program at 
Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center School of 
Nursing. She has been a 
Certified Nurse Educator 
(CNE) since 2009. Dr Higgins 
is the past Director of the 
Tarrant County College 
Nursing program. 

 

Jodie Gary, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 

TAMHSC College of Nursing 
 
 

 

Bonnie Higgins, Ed D, RN, CMSRN 
 

She served on the 
Advisory Committee for 
Education to the BON, 
Differentiated Practice 
Committee. She is a past 
president of Texas Nurses 
Association District 3 and 
for Texas Organization for 
Associate Degree Nursing 
(T-OADN).  Dr Higgins 
also served on the 
Editorial Board for Journal 
of Nursing Education. 

 

Kris Wuensche, M.A. 
Instructional Designer Texas A&M 

Health Science center  
College of Nursing 
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Sharon Decker is a 
professor and Covenant 
Health System Endowed 
Chair in Simulation and 
Nursing Education in the 
School of Nursing at 
Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center 
(TTUHSC) in Lubbock, 
Texas. In addition, she is 
the director of the F. Marie 
Hall SimLife Center, 
multimodality, 
interprofessional 

Thursday Afternoon: Sharon Decker 
Simulation: Past Present and Future 
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Dr. Boswell has served as 
a member of the NLN 
Board of Governors for 
the last five years. Dr. 
Boswell frequently speaks 
at local, state, national, 
and international 
conferences.  She has 
authored multiple 
publications related to 
healthcare literacy, online 
teaching, mentoring, 

1

 Virginia Ayars is a 
Nursing Education 
Consultant at the Texas 
Board of Nursing.  She 
began her career at the 
Board in 2002 as a nurse 
investigator in the 
Enforcement Department 
and transitioned to the 
Education Department as 
a nursing consultant in 
2006.  In her current role, 
Virginia works closely with 
nursing education 
program deans, directors, 
and coordinators to 

Friday April 24th  : Carol Boswell 
Benefits of NLN Membership 
 

Virginia Ayars 
Ethics  
 

2

simulation center. Dr. 
Decker's educational 
research, supported by 
multiple grants, is about 
how simulation can be 
used to improve learning 
and promote professional 
and interprofessional 
competencies. She serves 
as a national and 
international consultant to 
nurse educators assisting 
them in the integration of 
simulation into curricula 

3

and competency 
assessments. She is co-
author of a chapter about 
debriefing for the 2nd 
edition of Simulation in 
Nursing Education. She is 
a Fellow in the National 
League for Nursing's 
Academy of Nursing 
Education and a Fellow in 
the American Academy of 
Nursing (Source TTTHSC, 
2015). 
 

  

2

research, and 
diabetes.  At this time, Dr. 
Boswell has a textbook 
published entitled 
“Introduction to Nursing 
Research: Incorporating 
Evidence-Based Practice” 
along with a textbook 
entitled "Evidence-Based 
Teaching".  She has been 
an educator for more than 
20 years, working at 
multiple levels, including 

3

ADN, RN-BSN, graduate, 
and continuing education. 
Dr.  Boswell was 
inducted in the inaugural 
cohort as a fellow in the 
Academy of Nurse 
Educators.  She holds a 
certification as a Nurse 
Educator through the 
NLN.  Dr. Boswell is a 
strong advocate for 
effective faculty and peer 
mentoring.  She is 
currently on the faculty at 
the school of nursing at 
Texas Tech University 
HSC (Source: TTHSC, 
2015).  
 

2

ensure operational 
alignment with the Nursing 
Practice Act and Board 
Rules and Regulations.  
Virginia is a Certified 
Nurse Educator. 
Virginia has a broad 
based background in 
teaching as well as in 
nursing practice.  
Virginia’s primary 
research focus is online 
teaching and learning 
outcomes.  In her doctoral 
dissertation, she 
compared the perceptions 
of online and face-to-face 
learners in the same 

3

associate degree nursing 
education program.   
Virginia led the Board’s 
efforts to identify and 
investigate the presence 
of fraudulent nursing 
education programs in 
Texas.  She testified at 
multiple hearings, served 
as the Board expert 
witness during the Office 
of the Attorney General’s 
proceedings, and 
consulted with board of 
nursing staff throughout 
the nation about the 
investigatory process in 
Texas. (Source TX BON) 
 

Sharon Decker, PhD, RN, ANEF, FAAN 
 

Carol Boswell Ed D, RN, CNE, ANEF 
 

Virginia Ayars Ed D, MS, RN 
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Volunteers to serve on the 
Finance Committee are 
being solicited so please 
indicate your interest when 
you complete the 
membership form. If you 
joined TXLN during 2013 or 
2014, please send your 
information to Dr. Ashcraft at 
alyce.ashcraft@ttuhsc.edu 
for validation and you will 
receive membership for 2015 
without charge. I look forward 
to meeting you at our 2015 
conference in Round Rock, 
Texas!” 

Treasurer’s Report: Alyce Ashcraft 
 

1

We need all Texas League 
for Nursing members to be 
involved in advocating for 
advancing quality and 
innovation in all programs 
of nursing.  Members must 
make their voices heard as 
leaders in setting 
standards, directing health 
care reform initiatives, and 
forming policy issues 
facing the nursing 
profession. In order to 
serve as an advocate for 
public policy, we must 
learn about government 
relations and work with 
legislators to develop 
policies.  We must be 
active in the current 
political environment for 
nursing. 

Public Policy: Nancy Maebius 
Calling All TXLN Members to Action 
 

23

  

2

The National League for 
Nursing (NLN) web site is 
a wonderful resource for 
many aspects of public 
policy affecting nursing 
education and practice 
today.  Content included 
on this web site include 
the Public Policy Agenda 
2013-2014, Public Policy 
News Releases, Public 
Policy Advocacy Toolkit, 
Health Care Reform 
Information, Nursing 
Shortage Information, 
Nursing Education 
Statistics, and Selected 
Workforce Data.  
 
The link for this website is 
http://www.nln.org Click on 
Public Policy at the top of 
your screen. 
If you are interested in 
serving on the Texas 
League for Nursing Public 
Policy committee, please 
sign up to help us with this 
important work at our 
conference in April in 
Round Rock.   
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Additionally you will find 
the 2015 TNA Legislative 
Agenda at the following 
website: 
 
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/w
ww.texasnurses.org/resour
ce/resmgr/Files/NLAC_Ag
enda.pdf 
 

 

 
Conference Agenda 
Thursday April 23, 2015 
0830 AM        Opening Remarks President Sharon Wilkerson 
0900 - 1030   Beverly Malone- Keynote 
1030 - 1045 Networking Break 
1045 - 1145 Kris Wuensche- Distance Education  
1145 - 1300    Networking Lunch – Provided by Jason’s Deli 
1300 - 1445     Helen Reid & Bonnie Higgins –  

Texas Concept Based Curriculum 
1445-1515      Networking Break 
1515-1630    Sharon Decker –  

Simulation Past, Present, & Future 
1630   End of Day 1 
 
Friday April 24, 2015 
0845 - 1000  Carol Boswell – NLN Speaker 
1000 - 1015  Networking Break 
1015 - 1130  Virginia Ayars, Texas BON 
1130 - 1200  Business Meeting, Evaluation, Wrap Up 
 
Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Nursing is an approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the Texas Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation 

 

Alyce Ashcraft PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF  
 

Nancy Maebius PhD, RN  
 

Austin, Texas 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet the Texas League for Nursing at http://www.nurseslounge.com 
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While your main goal of 
distributing a newsletter 
might be to sell your 
product or service, the key 
to a successful newsletter 
is making it useful to your 
readers. 

A great way to add useful 

1

In a few words, it should 
accurately represent the 
contents of the story and 
draw readers into the 
story. Develop the 
headline before you write 
the story. This way, the 
headline will help you 
keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible 
headlines include Product 

Back Page Story Headline 
 

Continued Story Headline 

1

Think about your article 
and ask yourself if the 
picture supports or 
enhances the message 
you’re trying to convey. 
Avoid selecting images 
that appear to be out of 

About Our Organization… 
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releases and market 
studies. 

While your main goal of 
distributing a newsletter 
might be to sell your 
product or service, the key 
to a successful newsletter 
is making it useful to your 
readers. 

2

Wins Industry Award, New 
Product Can Save You 
Time, Membership Drive 
Exceeds Goals, and New 
Office Opens Near You. 

One benefit of using your 
newsletter as a 
promotional tool is that 
you can reuse content 
from other marketing 
materials, such as press 

2

content to your newsletter 
is to develop and write 
your own articles, or to 
include a calendar of 
upcoming events or a 
special offer that promotes 
a new product. 

You can also research 

3

articles or find “filler” 
articles by accessing the 
World Wide Web. You can 
write about a variety of 
topics, but try to keep your 
articles short. 

2

context. 

Microsoft includes 
thousands of clip art 
images that you can 
choose and import into 
your newsletter. There are 

3

also several tools you can 
use to draw shapes and 
symbols. 

Submit your Membership Application on line TODAY!! 
https://txln.nursingnetwork.com/nursing-events/19871-texas-league-for-
nursing-annual-meeting 

 

2015 Membership Application 


