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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and Practical 
Nurse (PN) Licensure Requirements

• Licensure by Examination:
• Online application
• Submit copy of state-issued driver’s license
• NCLEX
• School must submit transcript
• Pay Fee
• Complete Criminal History Check through Department of Safety
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step One:  Create an Online Account 
• https://forms.nh.ogv/license/Login.
• Select “Create an Account” under 

“Person Account.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step One:  Create an Online Account 
• If you have never held a license, 

enter the following:
• Last Name
• License Number:  0
• Registration Code:  0

• If you have held a NH license, log in 
with your last name, license 
number, and registration code

4



NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step One:  Create an Online Account 
• Enter all required fields.
• Click “Register.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Two:  Log In with New Account
• Enter User ID
• Password
• Click “Login”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Three:  Start Online Application
• Click “New Application”

7



NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application
• Profession:

• Nursing

• License Type:
• Registered Nurse OR
• Licensed Practical Nurse

• Obtained By Method:
• Examination-US
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• General information about the 

application process.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Complete Demographic 

Information. 
• Use Email that you want OPLC to 

utilize in communicating with you.
• This is where OPLC will send all communications, 

including your license and renewal notices.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• If you have alias information, 

complete this section.  

12



NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Complete License Address 

Information.
• This may be the same address as your demographic 
information.
• You could use a business address.

13



NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• If you have a nursing license in 

another state, complete licensure 
information. 

• If not, do not complete this 
section.

• If you have taken the NCLEX 
previously and failed, complete 
examination section highlighted in 
blue, and information below.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Complete one of the following 

bullet points.
• Be prepared to upload copy of 

driver’s license at end of 
application.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Provide updated information 

regarding other licenses.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Provide education information. 
• Be sure to arrange for your 

school to email your transcript 
to OPLC:  

• customersupport@oplc.nh.gov
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Provide employment 

information, if applicable.
• If you do not have employment, 

do not complete.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Four:  Complete Online 
Application (continued)
• Answer Application Questions.
• If you answer “yes” to having had 

previously disciplinary action, 
having a problem that would make 
you incomplete to practice, being 
impaired, or having a conviction, 
you must attach letter of 
explanation. (last four questions).

• Click “Submit.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Five:  Upload all documents.
• Copy of Driver’s License
• Letter of Explanation, if 

required.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Five:  Upload all documents.
• Copy of Driver’s License
• Letter of Explanation, if 

required.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step Six:  Review application
• Review and confirm application 

is correct and complete.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 7:  Pay Fee
• Click “Pay Fees”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 8:  Pre-register for Exam
• Pre-Register with Pearson Vue 

(NCLEX):
• https://www.nclex.com

• Click on “Registration Process.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 8:  Pre-register for Exam
• Click on “Register Online Now.”
• Complete Prompts to Register for 

Examination.
• You MUST have your program code.  This 

should be provided to you by your school.
• Alternatively, you can locate it at 

www.nclex.com/registration.page

• Once OPLC receives ALL necessary 
paperwork, it will issue an Authorization 
to Test.

• You will receive a notification that you 
can schedule your examination with 
PearsonVue.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Register for LiveScan at 

https://services.dos.nh.gov/chri/cpo/

• Click Schedule NEW Fingerprint & 
Criminal Check Appointment
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Read statements

• Attest to certifying that you have read, 
understand, and agree to policy and 
procedures.

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Select Type of Agency:  Board of 

Nursing.

• Select Agency (should automatically 
populate)

• Click “Next.”

• Confirm Agency on next page.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Enter Applicant Information.

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Enter Contact Information

• Click “Next.”

30



NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Enter Address Information

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Enter Address Information

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Search for an Appointment

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Select Location.

• Click on Desired Appointment Start 
Time

• Click “Next.”
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal 
History Check
• Confirm Appointment Details

• Pay $48.25
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 9:  Complete Criminal History Check
• Attend LiveScan appointment

• Approximately 7-10 business days after the LiveScan, the OPLC will be notified of the 
results.

• If your fingerprints are rejected, the Department of Safety will notify you. 
• You will have to reschedule your appointment.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 10:  Provide Transcript to OPLC
• Ensure your school provides your transcript directly to OPLC, through the 

following methods:
• Email (preferred):  customersupport@oplc.nh.gov
• Mail:  

• 7 Eagle Square
• Concord, NH 03301
• Attn:  Board of Nursing Licensing 
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 11:  Schedule Exam
• Upon receiving the 

authorization to test (ATT), 
schedule your examination.

• https://www.nclex.com/registration.page

• Click on “Already Registered?  Sign in 
Now.”  

• Sign in.

• Schedule Examination
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and 
Practical Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

Step 12:  Take Examination
• NCLEX shall be taken within 6 

months of graduation
Step 13:  Retrieve Examination 
Results
• You may obtain your examination 

results online the following day.
• Please go to 

www.nclex.com/quick-results.page
• Follow all prompts
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and Practical 
Nurse (PN) Licensure Process

• Licensure Process
• If you passed your examination:

• OPLC will issue you a license.

• If you did not pass your examination:
• You will be notified that you did not pass your examination.
• You may take the examination 3 times without intervention of the board.  Just complete the steps to 

reschedule your examination.  Nur 303.02

• Your license will be issued electronically and will be valid 2 years from the date of 
issuance.

• If you qualify for a compact license, you will be issued a compact license.
• If you do not qualify for a compact license, you will be issued a single state license.
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NH Registered Nurse (RN) and Practical 
Nurse (PN) Temporary License Process

• Temporary Licensure Process
• After submitting online application, apply for a temporary license.
• This is a paper document, and must be mailed with a $20.00 check to OPLC 

at 7 Eagle Square, Concord, NH 03301.
• Applications may be found here:  rn-lpn-temp-exam-app.pdf (nh.gov)
• Make check payable to:  “Treasurer, State of New Hampshire.”
• Once OPLC has issued you an authorization to test, it will issue a temporary 

license.
• This is valid for 120 days or until OPLC receives the results of your 

examination, whichever is first.
• Nur 301.02

• Individuals working under this license must work under the supervision of a 
NH licensed nurse or a nurse that holds a compact license.
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