
 

 

Week Six Idaho Legislative Update for February 13– February 17, 2023 
 

The sixth week of the Sixty-Seventh Idaho Legislature’s First Regular Session marks the potential halfway point of 
session. With the target Sine Die date being Friday, March 24, 2023, leadership continues to stay positive the Idaho 
Legislature will be going home on time despite the many unresolved policy issues and looming budget deadlines. 
Nonprivileged committees are now working through their bills and rules, and House Ways and Means has held its first 
committee meeting this week. 

 

JFAC has finished the 2023 Session Budget Hearing Schedule. They are now in process of clearing the backlog of 
supplementals, deficiency warrants, and they wrapped up the week with discussions on CEC and total statewide budget 
discussions. Now that leadership has reached an agreement on how JFAC will be voting, supplementals and deficiency 
warrants have slowly started to work through the process. Meanwhile, many of the larger supplementals are expected 
to be considered alongside the FY 24 budgets this year as JFAC continues to clear the backlog. You will see relevant 
budgets in the “Appropriations and Budgets” section of your report as they begin to trickle in. 

 
The House and Senate’s work continues as floor sessions grow longer. We saw our first afternoon floor session in the 
Senate this week as they worked to process bills. Committee hearings have also grown longer and more contentious as 
bills receive their public input and full considerations. Once again, we see the Senate’s calendar moving much slower 
than the House. However, the Senate has begun to use their rules to roll unanimous votes on less contentious issues as 
a way to speed up the process. We continued to see the House intermittently take up contentious bills on the Floor, but 
the Senate still awaits a long contentious floor debate on policies working through committee. This includes HB 24 - 
Idaho Launch which has not yet been scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Commerce and Human Resources 
Committee. 

 

With the introduction deadline for unprivileged committees this week, an additional 40 new bills were introduced in 
various committees this week, as well as five more bills in House Ways and Means. This committee is only opened with 
the permission of the Speaker of the House. This committee will be utilized more and more as the session progresses. 
We anticipate many more bills will route through Ways and Means as session continues. 

 
As we round out the sixth week of session, many of the social issues continue to dominate headlines, dozens of anti- 
local government bills continue to work their way through the house, several property tax bills have been introduced 
but likely won’t move forward, and many other issues remain to be dealt with. We have said before, when in session in 
the Idaho State Capitol, an hour feels like a day, a day feels like a week, a week feels like a month and a month feels like 
a year. This has certainly been the case this year as many returning legislators continue to fight, and many of the 
freshmen have now caught on and are choosing sides and preparing for battle on several looming issues. 

 
Notwithstanding the drama, politics, and rhetoric, many good bills continue to progress, and the legislature is working 
hard to achieve success, balance the budget, and serve their constituents. We remain optimistic and committed to your 
success and are grateful for the privilege and opportunity to represent you. While we strive to overachieve for you, 
please let us know if there is anything else we can do to better support and help you with the process, politics, and 
policies of the legislative session. 

 
 

All bills from the 2023 Idaho Legislative Session are on the Idaho State Legislative Website. The Governor’s Budget 
Recommendation Highlights can be found HERE. The JFAC Budget Hearing schedule can be found HERE. 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/
https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/fy24-budget-highlights.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/lso/bpa/process/


 

 

Policies 
HB 84 – Rural Nurse Repayment Program – House Floor 
Establishes the Rural Nurse Loan Repayment Program and fund to repay educational loans for LPNs and RNs that are 
committed to working in rural Idaho. This would help address nursing shortages in rural areas across Idaho. The bill 
Includes incremental payments over three years, $5,000 the first year committed, and $10,000 for years two and three 
up to a maximum of $25,000, not to exceed verified student debt. The program sunsets in 2029. 
Sponsor: Rep. Healey (R-15) 

 

HB 123 – Medicaid Expansion Repeal - House Health and Welfare 
This aims at repealing 56-267, Medicaid Expansion, which was passed in 2018. Due to the costs being far more drastic 
than originally anticipated, the sponsor and others are frustrated with the current expansion. This will also impact other 
sections where the expansion is referenced. The fiscal note states this will cost the state $842.4 million due to the 
federal funding lost and other funds that are currently allocating funds toward the expansion. Currently the federal 
government covers 90% of Medicaid Expansion costs leaving the state with 10% or just over $20M. 
Sponsor: Rep. Vander Woude (R-22) 

 
HB 154 – Vaccines – House Health and Welfare 
This bill would make it a crime (misdemeanor) to “provide or administer” mRNA vaccines to humans or animals. The 
Pfizer and Moderna COVID vaccines are mRNA vaccines. 
Sponsor – Senator Nichols (R-10) and Rep. Boyle (R-9) 
 
HB 31 – Certified Medication Assistants – House Floor 
This bill would expand testing sites for the Medication Assistant-Certified program. The MA-C program is 
administered by the Board of Nursing to allow CNAs with training and certification to administer medications. 
Sponsor: Rep. Healey (R-15) 

 
HB 24 – Idaho Launch Program – (36-34) Passed the House – Senate Commerce and Human Resources 
In-Demand Career Fund utilized to expand the pre-existing Idaho Launch Program for graduating high school students, 
starting with the class of 2024. Eligible grant recipients can receive $8,500 to redeem at a workforce training provider, 
career technical program, community college, or college of their choice. Students pursuing an in-demand career that has 
high openings or anticipated high growth rates in Idaho, such as nursing, will receive preference. 

 
The bill would also sunset the Opportunity Scholarship Program and Postsecondary Credit Scholarship the last 
scholarships would be awarded no later than July 1, 2023. The unused Advanced Opportunities credits will be redirected 
to the In-Demand Career Fund. This bill will use and re-direct a total of 102 million to the Idaho Launch Program. This is 
from the $80 million annually from the In-Demand Career Fund, and $22 million from the sunsetting scholarship 
programs. This bill replaces HB 19. 
Sponsors: Rep. Blanksma (R-8) 

 
HB 122 – Medicaid Post-partum Coverage – House Health and Welfare 
Extends the Medicaid coverage for post-partum women from 60 days to 12 months. The goal is to increase the number 
of infant and toddler wellness visits back up to standards and decrease the rate of uninsured children. This would cost 
the state just under $1.1 million in FY 24. It will increase the gross income limit to 255% of the poverty guidelines. 
Sponsor: Rep. Blanksma (R-8) 

 
HB 162 – Virtual Health Care - House Health and Welfare Committees 
This updates the Telehealth Access Act to the Virtual Care Access Act. Allows for virtual health care patient and provider 
relationships may be established, allowing providers to prescribe prescription drugs. It also adds a new section stating 
the Idaho Legislature understands virtual care is an additional way that care can be delivered to increase outcomes, 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0084/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0123/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0031/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0024/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0122/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0162/


 

early detection, and prevention. Prescriptions may not be prescribed through a set questionnaire online but can be 
administered through all other virtual care as long as the prescription is for a legitimate medical purpose and is in the 
provider’s scope of practice. The location of the patient, not provider, is what will deem how this allow applies. 
Sponsor: Rep. Redman (R-3) 



 

 

RS 30360 – Prevention of State Departments from Donating – House Floor 
The purpose of this would prohibit state departments from sponsoring or donating to non -governmental events or 
organizations unless they received written support from the Governor himself. This bill replaces HB 12 by changing 
this from applying from all agencies to departments. This limits it to the 20 departments, 
Sponsor- Rep. Monks(R-22) 

 
HB 28- Relating to Allied Health Professionals Board – Held in Committee 
This bill would combine the physical therapy licensure board, dietetic licensure board, occupational therapy licensure 
board, board of athletic trainers, and respiratory therapy licensure board into a single board to become the Idaho Allied 
Health Professionals Board. 

Sponsor: Rep. Erickson (R-33) 
 

HB 160 – Public Health District Oversight – House Health and Welfare Committees 
Creates an oversight from the Legislature for Public Health District Board regarding informed consent for medical 
consent interventions. This requires all risks and benefits be given to the patients prior to initiating services. 
Sponsor: Rep. Redman (R-3) 

 

HB 04 – Regulatory Provisions of the State's Uniform Controlled Substances Act – (53-13-4) Passed the 
House - Senate Floor 
This bill aligns Idaho Controlled Substance classification for new and redetermined controlled substances with the 
federal classification. 
Sponsor: Sue Chew (D-17) 

 
SB 1028 - Relating to Vulnerable Adults – Senate Floor 
This legislation would update Idaho Code for vulnerable adults. New sections of the code would include updated 
definitions for caregivers, adult protective services as well as facilities and types of abuse/neglect. States that anyone 
who believes an adult is being abused, neglected, or exploited has the right to report it. Also outlines the reporting and 
prosecution process. 

 
HB 74 – Universal Work Recognition – (55-4-1) Passed the House – Senate Commerce and Human Resources 
This legislation aims to change restrictions for licensure and criminal convictions. Clarifies that a licensing authority may 
not deny, suspend, revoke, or discipline a license or other form of authorization based on a criminal conviction. They do, 
however, reserve the right if the criminal conviction is related to the profession. The legislation adds a section that 
outlines a one-year probational period where one will operate under a conditional license before obtaining a full 
unrestricted one. 
Sponsor: Rep. Crane (R-13) 

 
SCJ 101 – Resolution for Statewide EMS Plan – Senate Health and Welfare 
This Concurrent Resolution to request Department of Health and Welfare develop a statewide plan, coordination, and 
funding system in the form of legislation for Emergency Medical Services. 
Sponsor: Sen. Harris (R-35) 

 

SB 1097- Medicaid Management Information Systems- Senate Health and Welfare 
This legislation is to add into section Medicaid management information system, that there is created a general 
fund for future mandatory Medicaid MMIS procurement an installation requirement without requiring a separate 
request for funding. 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0028/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0160/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0004/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/S1028/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0074/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/SCR101/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/S1097/


 

 

HB 146 – Substance Abuse Prevention Fund – House Health and Welfare 
This legislation would add a new section to Idaho Code that would establish the Substance Abuse Primary Prevention 
Fund. This would fund services at the state and local levels and is designed to assist units of government in providing 
affordable and accessible substance abuse prevention services. This includes training prevention professionals who 
would work directly with the affected population and community. Established that $1,500,000 shall be transferred to 
the fund from the liquor fund. 
Sponsor: Rep. Erickson (R-33) 

 

RS 30318 – Administration Rules Legislature Process – House State Affairs 
This is to decrease the complexity of the administrative rulemaking process. The definition of “adopt” was added and 
“in-effect” was clarified. This legislation also requires agencies to post the rulemaking for at least three (3) weeks and 
allow public testimony by video conference. Pending fee and nonfee rules will be treated the same, needing to be 
adopted by both committees. A purposed rule can be rejected through a concurrent resolution of the entire body; the 
concurrent resolution will take precedence over a committee’s approval. Once ZBR ends, in 2026 agencies will begin an 
eight-year cycle to spread the work out for agencies, DFM, and the Legislature. All rules must be approved by a 
concurrent resolution prior to Sine Die to go into effect after the session is over. 
Sponsor: Rep. Moyle (R-10), Rep. Barbieri (R-3) 

 

Appropriations and Budgets 
 

As appropriations that are of interest to you start arising, they will appear under this section. 
 

Rules 
 

HERE is the link for the Index of all Pending Rules seeking legislative approval. Committees in both the House and Senate 
are assigned rules to approve. As a reminder, if a rules docket passes either House or the Senate, they are set to go into 
effect but need to be enacted by legislation or executive order. Once a pending rule is approved, a (+) symbol will 
appear in front of the docket number. If a pending rule is not approved by the Legislature a (-) will appear in front of the 
docket number. 

 
IDAPA 16 – DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE 
(+) 16-0302-2201 - Skilled Nursing Facilities – (Pending Rule) 
(+) 16-0309-2201- Medicaid Basic Plan Benefits – (Pending Rule) 
(+) 16-0317-2201 - Medicare/Medicaid Coordinated Plan Benefits - (ZBR) 

 
 

IDAPA 24 – DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSES 
(+) 24-0000-2201F – DOPL (health care related) – (Omnibus Rulemaking) 
(+) 24-0000-2201F - Idaho Board of Nursing - (health care related) – (Omnibus Rulemaking – ZBR) 

 

Appointments 
 

Appointments approved by Senate Committees, are confirmed by the full Senate. 
As appointments are confirmed, they will appear below. 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0146/
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AiJBbTR-CnxQgWnrp1JVIFCoDZoQ?e=71Fphg
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/index.html
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160302.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160309.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160317.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/index.html
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2022/12.pdf#page%3D109
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/243401.pdf

