
 
Week Five Idaho Legislative Update for February 6 – February 10, 2023 

In the fifth week of the Sixty-Seventh Idaho Legislature’s First Regular Session committees were hard at work printing 
numerous RSs prior to the Monday, February 13th deadline. After Monday, most committees will lose their privilege to 
introduce legislation without approval from the Pro Tem or Speaker. The introduction of bills will slow down after this 
deadline, but make no mistake, we will continue to see more bills introduced up until the last day of session. We will 
also see the House Ways and Means Committee be utilized by leadership as the nonprivileged committees lose their 
ability to introduce bills.  
 
Both the House and Senate chambers saw their first contentious floor sessions pertaining to HB 24 – Idaho Launch 
Program, for in-demand careers. The bill provides Idaho graduating high school students with $8,500 for further 
education and certification training for the needed careers in Idaho. The bill was heard on the House floor Monday as 
House Majority Leader Megan Blanksma emphasized the need for the bill and worked the floor through a two-hour 
debate that extended through the lunch hour. The House voted in support of HB 24 (36-34), with not a vote to spare.  
 
On Tuesday, when HB 24 was moved to the Senate and in process of being routed to the Senate Commerce and Human 
Resource Committee, Senator Nichols demanded it be directed to Senate Education where she believed she could kill 
the bill in committee. Senate Education has had a reputation this session to be the most conservative committee in the 
Idaho State Legislature, often being resistant to funding education, higher education, and the public school system. 
Senate Leadership immediately called for the Senate to go at ease and for the Senate Majority Caucus to meet. After an 
hour-and-a-half caucus meeting, the Senate majority members trickled back in. Senator Nichols made a motion to 
reroute HB 24 to Senate Education; the motion failed (9-26). The last time this tactic was tried in the Senate was in 2004. 
This marks another departure from the traditional process seen by this new legislature.  
 
Despite the political theatrics, HB 24 was routed to Senate Commerce and Human Resources. Many returning members 
of the Senate are settling in for a less statesmanlike approach to floor sessions. House members are typically more 
familiar with these stunts being pulled on the floor. With some of the former House members in the Senate, this was 
bound to happen. Meaning leadership will need to be quick on their toes to prevent the process from being weaponized. 
This could be first of many stunts pulled on the Senate Floor.  
 
Late Thursday, the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee (JFAC) announced a comprise to begin voting just a week 
prior to the projected date budgets will begin to be set. Majority leadership and JFAC Co-Chairs has determined that the 
Committee will continue to place their vote at the same time, but the House and Senate members’ votes will be 
announced separate. If a budget receives majority support from the Committee as a whole but not a majority from both 
Senate and House members, then the budget will be sent first to the chamber who did not have a majority vote to 
approve. JFAC also announced that this process will be reassessed during the interim.  
 
Although this is not a perfect solution, this will suffice for the remainder of the session to allow JFAC to start clearing up 
the logjam of supplementals and begin their work. In just one short week, JFAC will begin to move millions of dollars a 
day towards agencies’ budgets.  
 
We are starting to see more and more contentious hearings in committees. This spans from fentanyl mandatory 
minimums, transgender children, school choice vouchers, Medicaid Expansion repeal, and so many more. We also 
continue to see a variety of property tax ideas being introduced; while these bills are not the right solution, these will 
lead to more conversations to find what is a plausible solution.  
 
All bills from the 2023 Idaho Legislative Session are on the Idaho State Legislative Website. The Governor’s Budget 
Recommendation Highlights can be found HERE. The JFAC Budget Hearing schedule can be found HERE. 
 
 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/
https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/fy24-budget-highlights.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/lso/bpa/process/


 
Medicaid Update 

Voters approved Medicaid Expansion in 2018. The program was implemented January 2020, to allow individuals under 
65 whose income is less than 133% of the federal poverty line and who do not otherwise have health coverage to enroll 
in Medicaid.  The legislature added a provision to review the program in 2023. The Division of Medicaid along with a 
consultant hired by the state to recommend Medicaid cost reductions made several presentations over the past two 
weeks. The House Health and Welfare Committee recommended to the full House of Representatives to continue 
Medicaid Expansion but expressing serious concerns with the overall cost escalation of the Medicaid program and the 
fear that the current 90%/10% federal/state match could be reduced in the future. The Committee concluded that 
Medicaid Expansion should remain in effect with these recommendations: 
 

• Those no longer eligible for Medicaid be disenrolled by July 1st. The public health emergency declaration 
required continued coverage for those enrolled in Medicaid to continue through April.  This recommendation 
would escalate the disenrollment process. 

• Seek a federal waiver to allow those on Medicaid Expansion to choose between Expansion or the Idaho Health 
Insurance Exchange to acquire coverage. 

• Move those on Medicaid Expansion to managed care. 

• Reevaluate the Medicaid Expansion program in 2025. 
 
The consultant hired by the state recommended short term cost reduction measures: 
 

• Eliminating adult dental coverage saving $5.8M 

• Reducing provider payments by 7.5% ($21M) 

• Reducing hospital inpatient and outpatient rates ($14.7M) 

• Move away from Value-Based care (Medical Homes) ($6.7M) 
 
These could be completed within one year, but there was no acknowledgment of the long-term consequences or 
additional costs of these reductions, for instance eliminating dental coverage could lead to more health concerns or 
eliminating the Medical Home model could result in fragmented care or increased reliance on the emergency 
department for primary care, costing the state even more money. 
 
Medicaid Expansion is a complex program that would be costly to unwind. However, this Friday a bill was introduced to 
eliminate Medicaid Expansion. This will certainly begin the debate on the costs and merits of the program. 
 
  



 
Policies 

 
HB 123 – Medicaid Expansion Repeal - House Health and Welfare 
This aims at repealing 56-267, Medicaid Expansion, which was passed in 2018. Due to the costs being far more drastic 
than originally anticipated, the sponsor and others are frustrated with the current expansion. This will also impact other 
sections where the expansion is referenced. The fiscal note states this will cost the state $842.4 million due to the 
federal funding lost and other funds that are currently allocating funds toward the expansion.  
Sponsor: Rep. Vander Woude (R-22)  

HB 31 – Certified Medication Assistants – House Health and Welfare 
Increases the educational access to the current statute for the Medication Assistant-Certified program. Allows for an 
increase in accredited bodies to provide the education and certification for the MA-C program. Specifically mentions 
Certified Nursing Assistants who want to become certified. 
Sponsor: Rep. Healey (R-15)  

HB 84 – Rural Nurse Repayment Program – House Health and Welfare  
Establishes the Rural Nurse Repayment Program and fun to repay educational loans for LPNs and RNs that are 
committed to working in rural Idaho. This would help address nursing shortages in rural areas across Idaho. The bill 
Includes incremental payments over three years and sunsets in 2029.  
Sponsor: Rep. Healey (R-15) 
 
HB 24 – Idaho Launch Program – (36-34) Passed the House – Senate Commerce and Human Resources  
In-Demand Career Fund utilized to expand the pre-existing Idaho Launch Program for graduating high school students, 
starting with the class of 2024. Eligible grant recipients can receive $8,500 to redeem at a workforce training provider, 
career technical program, community college, or college of their choice. Students pursuing an in-demand career that has 
high openings or anticipated high growth rates in Idaho will receive preference.  

The bill would also sunset the Opportunity Scholarship Program and Postsecondary Credit Scholarship the last 
scholarships would be awarded no later than July 1, 2023. The unused Advanced Opportunities credits will be redirected 
to the In-Demand Career Fund. This bill will use and re-direct a total of 102 million to the Idaho Launch Program. This is 
from the $80 million annually from the In-Demand Career Fund, and $22 million from the sunsetting scholarship 
programs. This bill replaces HB 19. 
Sponsors: Rep. Blanksma (R-8)  

HB 122 – Medicaid Post-partum Coverage – House Health and Welfare 
Extends the Medicaid coverage for post-partum women from 60 days to 12 months. The goal is to increase the number 
of infant and toddler wellness visits back up to standards and decrease the rate of uninsured children. This would cost 
the state just under $1.1 million in FY 24. It will increase the gross income limit to 255% of the poverty guidelines.  
Sponsor: Rep. Blanksma (R-8)  
 
HB 12 – Prohibit Sponsorship or Donations From Government to Non-government – House State Affairs  
The purpose of this would prohibit state agencies, departments, bureau, or any group of the state of Idaho from 
sponsoring or donating to non-governmental events or organizations unless they received written support from the 
Governor.  
Sponsor- Rep. Monks(R-22) 
 
 
 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0123/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0031/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0084/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0084/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0024/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0122/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0012/


 
HB 28- Relating to Allied Health Professionals Board – Failed in House Health and Welfare 
This bill would combine the physical therapy licensure board, dietetic licensure board, occupational therapy licensure 
board, board of athletic trainers, and respiratory therapy licensure board into a single board to become the Idaho Allied 
Health Professionals Board. 
Sponsor: Rep. Erickson (R-33)  

HB 04 – Regulatory Provisions of the State's Uniform Controlled Substances Act – (53-13-4) Passed the  
House - Senate Health and Welfare 
This bill aligns Idaho Controlled Substance classification for new and redetermined controlled substances with the 
federal classification. 
Sponsor: Sue Chew (D-17)  

SB 1028 - Relating to Vulnerable Adults – Senate Floor 
This legislation would update Idaho Code for vulnerable adults. New sections of the code would include updated 
definitions for caregivers, adult protective services as well as facilities and types of abuse/neglect. States that anyone 
who believes an adult is being abused, neglected, or exploited has the right to report it. Also outlines the reporting and 
prosecution process.  

HB 72 – Access to Automatic External Defibrillators – House Judiciary and Rules  
This bill would add a new chapter to the Idaho Code relating to the use of Automatic External Defibrillators (AED). Give 
citizens the right to use an AED without a license or certification if they believe that an individual is in cardiac arrest. Also 
incorporates immunity for the user, commonly known as good Samaritan Laws.  
Sponsor: Rep. Ehlers (R-21) 
 
HB 74 – Universal Work Recognition – House Business 
This legislation aims to change restrictions for licensure and criminal convictions. Clarifies that a licensing authority may 
not deny, suspend, revoke, or discipline a license or other form of authorization based on a criminal conviction. They do, 
however, reserve the right if the criminal conviction is related to the profession. The legislation adds a section that 
outlines a one-year probational period where one will operate under a conditional license before obtaining a full 
unrestricted one.  
Sponsor: Rep. Crane (R-13) 
 
SCJ 101 – Resolution for Statewide EMS Plan – Senate Health and Welfare Committee  
This Concurrent Resolution to request Department of Health and Welfare develop a statewide plan, coordination, and 
funding system in the form of legislation for Emergency Medical Services.  
Sponsor: Sen. Harris (R-35)  
 

Appropriations and Budgets 
 

As appropriations that are of interest to you start arising, they will appear under this section.  
 

Rules 
 

HERE is the link for the Index of all Pending Rules seeking legislative approval. Committees in both the House and Senate 
are assigned rules to approve. As a reminder, if a rules docket passes either House or the Senate, they are set to go into 
effect but need to be enacted by legislation or executive order. Once a pending rule is approved, a (+) symbol will 
appear in front of the docket number. If a pending rule is not approved by the Legislature a (-) will appear in front of the 
docket number. 
 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0028/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0004/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/S1028/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0072/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0074/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/SCR101/
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AiJBbTR-CnxQgWnrp1JVIFCoDZoQ?e=71Fphg


 
IDAPA 16 – DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE  
(+)16-0302-2201 - Skilled Nursing Facilities – (Pending Rule) 
(+)16-0309-2201- Medicaid Basic Plan Benefits – (Pending Rule) 
(+)16-0317-2201 - Medicare/Medicaid Coordinated Plan Benefits - (ZBR) 
 
 
IDAPA 24 – DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSES  
(+)24-0000-2201F – DOPL (health care related) – (Omnibus Rulemaking) 
(+)24-0000-2201F - Idaho Board of Nursing - (health care related) – (Omnibus Rulemaking – ZBR) 

 
Appointments 

 
Appointments approved by Senate Committees, are confirmed by the full Senate.  
As appointments are confirmed, they will appear below. 
 
 

http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/index.html
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160302.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160309.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/160317.pdf
http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/index.html
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/bulletin/2022/12.pdf#page=109
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/24/243401.pdf

