Greater Akron Area Chapter
American Association of Critical Care Nurses
Spring 2020 Ballot
Officers:  
	

President-elect: (2022-2024) 


Secretary: (2022-2024)-**No vote needed**
Jennifer Kraus, BSN, RN, SCRN, CNRN
Jennifer received her BSN from the University of Akron’s Accelerated Nursing Program in 2006. After graduation she accepted a staff nurse position in the Neuro Intensive Care Unit at Akron General Medical Center and has worked there ever since. Jennifer will be accepting a new staff role in Interventional Radiology/ Neuro Interventional Lab. She served as the Chairperson for the PICU Beacon Award. She has been a member of AACN since 2008 and member of GAAC since 2009. She has served as chapter President-elect, President and assisted in chapter leadership in the past-President role. She is currently serving as GAAC Secretary.

Treasurer: (2022-2024) -**No vote needed**
Donna Guyette RN, BSN, CCRN  
Donna received her BSN from Kent State University in 1990 and has worked at Robinson Memorial Hospital and Cleveland Metro Health since then.  She has worked in CCU and in the Cardiac Cath Lab for over 25 years.  Donna has been a member of AACN since 1995 and maintained her CCRN since 1996.  She has been an active member of GAAC since 2001 and a member of the Board of Directors for the past eleven years. She is currently serving as GAAC Treasurer.

Board of Directors: (vote for AT LEAST 3).

Immediate Past-President (2022-2024)-**No vote needed**
Aimee Weaver, BSN, RN. 
Aimee is the clinical educator and primary nurse planner at Western Reserve Hospital. She graduated from U of Akron 1997 with a BSN degree.  She has worked post-op open heart for 2 years at the Cleveland Clinic main campus, Akron General as a telemetry float RN for 2 years, a critical care float RN for 2 years and then per diem in the ICU for several years.  I took 5 years off to pursue other interests and then returned to bedside nursing in the ICU at Western Reserve Hospital in 2010 .She has worked in nursing leadership since 2012 as an ICU Clinical Coordinator position and then the ICU manager for 9 years.  She joined the AACN in 2012 and attended NTI that year.  Her dream is to inspire the ICU team at Western Reserve Hospital to begin the journey to The Beacon Award! She has served as President-elect since 2018, assisting in the Chapter leadership.

____Connie Chronister DNP, RN, CCRN.
Connie Chronister is a Professor of Instruction at the University of Akron, College of Nursing where she has worked FT since 2005.  She has 30+ years of critical care nursing experience.  For past 16 years, she has taught Critical Care Nursing, Assessment in Pathophysiology in the BSN program and Advanced Pathophysiology in the graduate NP program at the University of Akron.  She earned a BSN from Kent State University, MSN from Case Western Reserve University in the Critical Care CNS track and DNP in 2012 from Case Western Reserve University. Her teaching and research interests include teaching with simulation, debriefing methods, helping students develop clinical reasoning skills.  Connie’s DNP thesis topic was, “ST Monitoring Knowledge and Practice among Nurses” and an article about this research is published in CCN.  She has co-authored and published research articles in Clinical Simulation in Nursing, Critical Care Nurse and AACN Advanced Critical Care.  Connie recently taken classes in the NEOMED MPH program. Connie is past a member of the Research Committee for Sigma Theta Tau since 2005. 

____Cara Meckler, BSN, RN, CCRN, CNRN, SCRN (2020-2022)
Cara is a 1988 graduate of the University of Akron. She has been a staff RN at Akron General since 1988 and has been a Clinical Ladder Participant since 1992. Cara worked in the NeuroScience ICU until 2021 and currently works for Fresenius Acute Dialysis.  She obtained CCRN certification in 1996 and CNRN certification in 2012, and SCRN in 2014. She has been a member of AACN since 1996 and GAAC for many years. Cara served as GAAC President 2016-2018.
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___ Karrie Boss, MSN, RN, APRN, ACCNS-AG, CCRN (2020-2022)
Karrie graduated from The University of Akron with a Bachelor of Science Nursing and obtained 
her Master of Science, Nursing, Clinical Nurse Specialist in 2018 from Kent State University.
 She has nearly 21 years of acute and critical care nursing experience (cardiovascular/open heart, ED, trauma). 14 years dedicated to a neuro, trauma, surgical Intensive Care Unit at Akron City Hospital. She has been certified as a Critical Registered Nurse (CCRN) for 11 years and certified as an Acute Care Clinical Nurse Specialist for nearly 3 years. She currently works as the Critical Care CNS for Wooster Community Hospital and also manages their Primary Stroke Center. She has successfully led, implemented, and maintained many evidence based practices including Telestroke, Teleneurology, and Critical Assessment Teams. She is passionate about acute and critical care nursing as well as the professional development of nurses. She is looking forward to bringing my creative ideas to GAAC in an effort to improve communication, networking and innovation in the critical care population.
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