
MARY 
SEACOLE

Born into slavery in 1797, she’ known mostly as an 
abolitionist and women’s rights activist, but Truth was 
originally a nurse for the family she served. She also worked 
as a nurse during the Civil War. Later in life she was 
instrumental in advocating for funding for essential nurse 
training programs. 
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Although she encountered discrimination, Jamaican-born 
Seacole  was instrumental to pioneering nursing and 
medical care in  the 1800s. She traveled on her own dime 
to treat wounded soldiers from both sides during the 
Crimean War, established  a boarding house where 
injured patients could recover and rehabilitate.
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MARY ELIZA 
MAHONEY

There were many who functioned as nurses before her, but 
Mahoney was the first African American licensed registered 
nurse. After graduating in 1879 and practicing, she went on to 
cofound the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses 
and was also one of the original members of an early 
incarnation of the American Nurses Association. 

HARRIET 
TUBMAN

Her name is synonymous with the 
Underground Railroad and women’s rights 
activism, but Tubman was also a nurse who 
served the Union Army. In 1908 she also 
created the Harriet Tubman Home for the 
Aged, which specialized in caring for elderly 
African Americans. 

ESTELLE MASSEY 
OSBORNE

Osborne was the first African American woman to earn a 
Master’s degree in Nursing.  She also received the first 
scholarship awarded to an African American nurse by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund. She fought throughout her life for visibility 
and educational equality for all nurses. 

HAZEL W. 
JOHNSON-

BROWN

Twice named the Army Nurse of the Year, Johnson-
Brown faced down racial discrimination to become a 
nurse (eventually with a Master’s and PhD.).  Her 
skill led her to become the first African American 
woman to lead the US Army Nurse Corps and also 
the first to be promoted to brigadier general. 

LAWRENCE C. 
WASHINGTON

The first male, black or white, to receive a regular commission 
in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps,  the first male Army Nurse Corps 
officer to be promoted to the rank of colonel and the first 
black male nurse to be selected and receive certification for 
residency education at the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College.  Washington continued his commitment to the 
nursing field through teaching at several universities


