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GVNA News & Views -- January 2022
Happy New Year to all GVNA members!
The Genesee Valley Nurses Association is introducing a monthly online newsletter to keep members up-to-date on news and announcements from GVNA. A link to GVNA News & Views will be sent to your inbox and our website https://gvna.nursingnetwork.com/
In spite of the COVID-19 pandemic, GVNA has continued its mission “to promote the professional and educational advancement of nurses throughout the seven county region of greater Rochester.” This edition of GVNA News  & Views reviews some of our activities and accomplishments over the past year., but first…
A Message from GVNA President, Diane Morrison 
Hello! My name is Diane Morrison and I am your new GVNA president. What a world wind of the last 20 -24 months! I trust all of you are staying well and healthy. Although it appears we have been “off the grid” (thank you COVID), GVNA continues to be a vibrant and strong organization that represents the profession of nursing in our 7-county region of New York State. 
I would like to thank you for your continuing support of membership to GVNA. We are always looking for new members so take a moment to invite a friend or colleague to become a member of GVNA. We do have some exciting news to share: we have discounted our membership! Please share this with your friends and colleagues who are RNs in the greater Rochester area. You can also find GVNA committees on our website. If you think you would like to contribute in any way, please do not hesitate to reach out. We would love to have you and are always looking for new members with fresh ideas. 
Outgoing and incoming members of the GVNA BOD have already met and have begun planning for the upcoming year. As we continue to build relationships with specialty nursing organizations in the region to provide educational programs based on areas of interest, we will continue to host CEU offerings and if you have any suggestions or have opportunities for learning that you would like to share, please feel free to email us (gvnassociation@gmail.com). These offerings can be found on our site and will automatically be emailed to our members. Please also stay tuned for information regarding our upcoming Legislative reception in February. 
We look forward to in person “meetings and greetings” again. We have been planning our Spring banquet with hopes of an in person gathering of fun, food, renewing of friendships and creating new ones. Keep an eye out for this upcoming “Spring Fling”!  Until next time, remember “YOU ARE APPRECIATED” in your field! Stay well and take time out for yourself-you deserve it!
Diane

	GVNA’s Monthly Educational Offering - HIV Overview and Update
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 – 6:00-8:00 p.m. (Webinar/Online)
Presented by Mary Goodspeed, RN, BS, Coordinator, HIV Clinical Education, Northeast/ Caribbean AIDS Education and Training Center
CEUs are pending; registration required 

	Save-the-Dates
· February 17, 2022 – GVNA’s 38th Annual Legislative Reception
· May 2022 – GVNA Spring Business Meeting and Awards. Stay tuned for details!

	Links to previous offerings with recordings
· The September 2021 Eva Allerton Nursing History Lecture was on the Historical Contributions of Blacks in Nursing offered by the Rochester Academy of Medicine. This was presented by Robyn Hilliard, MSN, CMSRN, NEA-BC who is the Interim Director of Nursing Practice and Policy, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA). GVNA was a co-sponsor of this event. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOj-nviC6cQ 
· The Coalition of Regional Nursing Organizations (CORNO) annual Fall offering was on Mental Health across the Lifespan:  A (Post) COVID Perspective. Thanks to our speakers: Dr. James Wallace from U of R who spoke on Children and Families, Ann Marie Cook, CEO of Lifespan who spoke on the geriatric population and Assemblywoman Jen Lunsford who spoke on the legislative perspective.  The link to this Zoom presentation is: https://sjfc.zoom.us/rec/share/fozO1nnFp6p2ESE_kfCK3LhRkH6 9P1biPlE4wXBgUUfHYDSArXju9lv4YSXmysO.W1p85M-mW7zxSURB

	GVNA Members in the News
· Congratulations to Dr. Marilyn Dollinger who was elected as President of the American Nurses Association - New York for a 2-year term (2021-2023). Dr. Dollinger is Professor at St. John Fisher College Wegmans School of Nursing and has served as GVNA President in the past
· Congratulations to Dr. Celia McIntosh DNP, RN, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC, SCRN, CEN, CNRN, Rochester General Hospital, winner of the inaugural DAISY Award for Nurses Advancing Health Equity!  Dr. McIntosh is GVNA Legislative Committee Chairperson and Vice President of the Rochester Black Nurses Association. https://gvna.nursingnetwork.com/nursing-news/187232-daisy-award-for-nurses-advancing-health-equity. Dr. Celia McIntosh was also featured in May 2021 Issue of "In Good Health."
· Health Care Heroes: Congratulations to Kate Valcin, who was named as one of Health Care Heroes awards presented by the Rochester Business Journal in May 2021.

(Continued on next page)
GVNA Members in the News, continued
· The Pandemic:  "Perfect Storm" for Eating Disorders:  Dr. Mary Tantillo appeared on Fox Rochester  to discuss how the pandemic, combined with social and political unrest in the past year, has made eating disorder recovery more challenging. 
· Black Maternal Health Week - Follow up info!  If you were unable to see the Zoom presentation by Dr. Celia McIntosh and Mariel Riverton in April 2021 on Black Maternal Health log in to view.  

	Also Newsworthy
· GVNA Supports the Equitable Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines in the Finger Lakes Region
· National Academy of Medicine Report Emphasizes Importance of Removal of Barriers for CRNAs
· Nurses Ranked the Most Honest and Ethical Professionals 20 Years in a Row 

	Volunteers Needed
· The following GVNA Committees need members: Programs, Awards and Nominations, Membership and Communications
…those who devote time and energy to fulfilling the responsibilities of committee work are the unsung heroes of membership.  Literally they are the backbone of our Association…It is at the committee level where much of the initial planning, thinking through of a problem is done so that finally recommendations may be presented to the Board of Directors for decision and a final course of action decided upon…A committee member may be unsung or even misunderstood, but a member of a committee is never to be underestimated---responsible committee members are the basis for our future progress. (Proceedings, 53rd Meeting of NYSNA, Rochester, NY 1965 p. 157)

	Serving as the GVNA Board of Directors for 2021-2022 are:
· President – Diane Morrison
· Treasurer –  Jen Smalls
· Secretary –  Michelle Y. Smith
· Program Chairperson –  Laura Markwick
· Communications Chairperson –  Pamela White
· Membership Chairperson –  Nancy Iafrati
· Legislative Chairperson –  Celia McIntosh
· Director-at-Large –  Tom Bonfiglio
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