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MEMO OF OPPOSITION:   
S6346/Rivera – A7119/Gunther 

 
The New York Organization of Nurse Executives and Leaders (NYONEL) opposes the Nursing Home 

Staffing Bill, S6346/Rivera-A7119/Gunther.  Like its predecessor, the Safe Staffing for Quality Care Act 

(S1168/Rivera-A108/Gunther), this bill would establish the same direct care staffing ratios in all New 

York State nursing homes.  While it seeks to assure the safety and well-being of nursing home residents, 

such a law would have dire consequences.  

Several factors drive our opposition: 

1. Nursing homes have already suffered devastating financial burden as a result of the pandemic.  

The recently enacted State Budget requires for-profit nursing homes to establish minimum 

thresholds for nursing home spending of 70% of revenue on direct resident care, and 40% of 

revenue on resident-facing staffing, and caps profits at 5%. The next two years’ $64M state 

appropriation for nursing home staffing attendant to these provisions falls severely  short of 

what would be needed to recruit, hire, compensate and train additional staff.  Nursing homes 

would need to – and cannot -- assume that cost. 

2. The current healthcare worker shortage is felt most critically in long term care, and as such, 

resources to meet the staffing requirements would not be available, particularly in 

underserved/rural areas that are experiencing the most acute financial burden. 

3. Like hospitals, no two facilities are the same and should not be subject to government-

regulated, identical staffing levels.  

4. Reimbursement rates, which have an impact on the level of care provided to residents, are a 

major concern. There is a gap between the State’s daily reimbursement rate and the actual cost 

of care in a skilled nursing facility. This bill does not address this side of the equation.  

 

We believe that these factors, coupled with this legislation can threaten the future existence of many 

nursing homes across the state, and most acutely in the communities that depend upon them the most.   

Challenges faced by nursing homes as detailed in the January Attorney General’s report, have been well 

publicized and need attention. But the provisions of this bill do not constitute the appropriate way to 

address them. 

NYONEL strongly opposes S6346/A7119 and urges the legislature to not advance the bill. 

 


