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 2020 is a year none of us will ever forget and yet may wish we could. TCORN's year started with a well-
attended educational meeting in San Antonio.  Then shortly after our San Antonio meeting and the leaders 
of TCORN were moving froward preparing for the periOperative Nurse Day at the Capital, the state was 
being shut down in hopes of containing a virus we knew little to nothing about and was deadly.  Our ORs 
were held empty as many of us went to different hospital units/departments to teach how to use PPE or 
care for patients properly.  Our PACUs became COVID ICU beds, so emergency patients were all we were 
seeing.  I am sure some of you experienced layoffs and cut hours. Through it, all nurses have been resilient 
and held ourselves accountable and responsible to our patients.  As fall continues and winter heads our 
way, we are again faced with COVID patients and hospitals moving resources around.  We will once again 
step up and ensure our patients have excellent care and are kept safe. Thank you for being a perioperative 
nurse who not only works hard but finds the time to volunteer and make a difference in nursing safety. 

Texas Collaboration of periOperative Nurses leadership team decided early this year to try a new 
leadership style.  The members of TCORN choose the president (did not happen this year due to anyone 
being identified to take on the role immediately) and then calls for volunteers as projects come up or 
legislation heats up has worked very well.  TCORN has a fantastic group of leaders who have stepped up 
and prepared for periOperative Nurse Day in Austin.  The day this year is a week-long activity with our 
meetings being held by ZOOM.  TCORN has another group of members who have volunteered to work on 
our 2021 TCORN educational conference, which will be held virtual due to COVID 19 and our desire to 
keep us all as safe as possible. 

 

periOperative Nurse Day in Austin 

November 9-13, 2020 

 The members of TCORN who have led the legislative activities in Texas this year are Joanne Oliver-
Coleman, Jean Franks, Daphny Grace Peneza, JD Buchert, June VanHoose, Ebony Mitchell, and Beverly 
Kirchner.  Joanne is responsible for setting up the ZOOM meetings with legislators.  If you would like to 
participate next week in a call, please contact Joanne at joliver@hcresources.net.  She may be able to set 
up an appointment on the 12 or 13th of November for you.  JD and June worked hard to create a fact sheet 
on Smoke Evacuation for Texas, shared with legislators and every TCORN member.  Missi Merlino, Karen 
White-Edwards, JD, June, and Daphny made a film on Smoke Evacuation to share with all TCORN 
members, chapter Presidents, and anyone interested in supporting our efforts to pass a Smoke Evacuation 
Bill in 2021 in Texas. TCORN owes a big THANKS to ConMed for helping us with the film.  ConMed is 
editing the film's segments, so the film delivers a message of the dangers and damage surgical smoke has 
on the perioperative team.  Janet Howe graciously wrote the script for the presenters.  Watch for the film to 
be posted on TCORN's website and Facebook page.  We hope all of you can join us next week, meeting 
with legislators and celebrating perioperative Nurses Week. 
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Smoke Evacuation Bill 

 

TCORN leaders have been working closely with AORN and TNA concerning the bill.  Jennifer Pennock, 
Senior Director of Government Affairs from AORN, is hiring a lobbyist for TCORN to support our efforts.  
TNA has expressed their support for the bill.  Joanne, Jean, and I were recently on the 2020 NLAC call led 
by TNA and attended by 22 nursing organizations in Texas, where we introduced the Smoke Evacuation 
Bill request. TNA is placing our bill on the TNA 2021 legislative agenda. TNA's action in putting our bill on 
the list means that not only will TCORN leadership track the bill but so will TNA.  Jennifer is working on the 
bill's language now. As soon as the bill is written, the bill will be shared with all TCORN members.  

TCORN leaders will be calling on members to help with the grassroots effort to get the bill passed.  Notices 
and bill updates will be sent to TCORN members in a blast email, placed on TCORN's website and 
Facebook page. 

Since this is an election year, TCORN leaders working on the Smoke Evacuation Bill will set up another 
week for more legislative Zoom calls and grassroots effort.  A week after January 1st will be identified for 
these calls. All TCORN and AORN members will be invited to participate in the week of meeting via ZOOM 
with your House of Representative and Senator. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to us.  We are here to serve you.  As the leaders 
at TCORN gear up to move forward with the Smoke Evacuation Bill, we will also increase the amount of 
communication you will be receiving from us.  When TNA releases its Legislative Agenda, we will send it to 
all members. 

 

 


