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SEPA Notes 
Fall 2020 

Presidential Address 

 2020 has been quite the year and rather fittingly designated by the World Health Organization as 
the “International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife.” Who could have known that we would be called upon to 
step up to such unprecedented challenges while honoring the 200th anniversary of the original nurse, Florence 
Nightingale. Between the COVID-19 pandemic and social climate that has amplified racial, economic, and health 
disparities throughout our communities, nurses have and will continue to show up. I am more proud than ever to 
be a critical care nurse and so appreciative for the opportunity to lead the SePA Chapter as we navigate these 
unique times.  
 A few months ago, AACN made a statement that I would like to reiterate on behalf of the chapter. We   
recognize the longstanding history of injustice, inequality, and racial discrimination that persists in our country 
and we also share the responsibility to do and be better. The solutions will not be simple or easy, but so much is at 
stake and we’re seeking clarity on the AACN community’s most impactful contributions to creating the future we 
envision.  
 This year, our incredible Board of Directors has aligned our strategic initiatives and elected to use our 
platform to also contribute to this very important work. Look for an announcement soon from our Education 
Committee with the details on a very special Zoom webinar exclusive for SePA Chapter members co-hosted by 
AACN's President, Elizabeth Bridges, and President-Elect, Beth Wathen. They will be sharing AACN's equity,       
diversity, and inclusion work undertaken to date and facilitating a discussion on next steps. Additionally, we 
are seeking out content experts to present on recognizing implicit bias in healthcare and the devastating impact it 
can have. More to come, stay tuned. 
 SePA is also highlighting community service opportunities, like coat drives during the winter season and 
groups focused on efforts to bridge the digital divide by making 21st century technology available for our city's 
most underserved populations, such as nursing home residents. Philly Connects is a student-led organization     
collecting, refurbishing, and then donating video-enabled devices to facilities identified as most in need of their 
support. While not directly tied to critical care, nurses recognize that after spending weeks in the ICU, many of our 
patients end up in a nursing facility or rehab center where visitation restrictions continue. We also learned how 
having a chance to see loved ones, even through a screen, can make the world of difference. Check out their flyer 
at the end of this newsletter for how you can help, if interested, along with more information on our winter coat 
collection.  
 To close, I will leave you with a quote from AACN's President regarding our theme for the new year: “This 
Is Our Moment, when the world celebrates us as the most trusted profession, it has also learned that the care we 
give every day as acute and critical care nurses is unique, and it cannot be replaced. All in does not mean a singu-
lar voice or action as we are stronger when our unique strengths come together.” For each of you reading this 
newsletter, now is the time and we look forward to engaging with you in this vital work. 

 

 

 Holly A. Rodgers 
 President, SePA Chapter of AACN  
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MEET THE 2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
Holly Rodgers, MSN, CRNP, ACNPC-AG, CCRN — SICU Nurse Practitioner at the             
Philadelphia VA Medical Center. Fun fact: born on the Northern Hemisphere's winter solstice 
where the day is the shortest and the night is the longest, symbolizing the rebirth of the Sun. 

President Elect 
Joseph DiMartino, MSN, RN — I am the AVP of Nursing for Critical Care at Temple University 
Hospital and I am your President-Elect. Outside of work you can find me playing with my 3 girls, 
ages 11, 8 , and 6.  

Secretary 
Leslie Foran Lee, MSN, RN, PCCN —  I love the ocean, playing in my garden, and hanging 
with my kids and grandkids. 

Secretary Elect 
Elsa Varghese, MSN, RN, CCRN, WCC — Love to travel around the world. Enjoy gardening 
and eating a variety of food!   

Treasurer                                                                                         
Makala Cordoza, PhD, RN, CCRN-K — I love road trips and have drive cross-country 6 times!  

Treasurer Elect 
Lorraine Micheletti, RN, CCRN, PCCN — On the verge of retirement after 46 years of nursing 
service!  

Nurse Planner 
Jennifer Jones, MSN, RN, NPD-BC, CCRN — I am a Clinical Nurse Educator. I got engaged 
during the pandemic and planning a Fall 2021 wedding in    Avalon. I love going to the beach 
with my 13 year old dog “Jovi.” 

Education Committee Chair 
Zalika Fletcher, MSN, CCRN — Settling into my new role as the Clinical Educator for Proce-
dural areas at Penn Presby Hospital.  

Education Committee Chair Elect 

Colleen Kampf, MSN, AGPCNP-C — Nurse Practitioner by day, 

dog mom by night!  
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Engagement Committee Chair 

Samantha Peraza, BSN, RN — I work in the Medical ICU at HUP, I have two fur babies, and 

my first little one is on the way!  

Engagement Committee Chair Elect 
Ashley Drake, MSN, RN — I work as a nurse educator at Jefferson-Northeast. I also teach lab 
& clinical at Holy Family University. I love my amazing friends & family, my wonderful     
boyfriend, fur babies, reading, shopping, & sloths! 

Research Committee Chair 
Juli Ignaczewski, BSN, RN — I have a furry best friend and my favorite place is the beach! 

Board Member at Large 
Janice Gibson, RN — I am passionate about new nurses beginning their journey into the       
profession of nursing.  I am married to my childhood sweetheart (married 38 years), my 3    
children are all nurses and I have 10 grandchildren; ages 1 through 10 :)  

Board Member at Large  
Kaitlyn Gregory, DNP, CRNP, FNP-BC, RNFA — Nurse Practitioner thoracic surgery at 
Fox Chase Cancer Center. Most recently served as President for the SePA Chapter, avid 
crafter, and new mom to Alistair.  

Research Committee Chair Elect 
Michelle McKay, PhD, RN, CCRN — Full-time assistant professor at Villanova Univ. and per-
diem in the SICU at Thomas Jefferson Univ Hosp. I continue to work at the bedside because I 
love taking care of people, and my practice informs my teaching & research. My husband, Jeff, 
is a middle school reading specialist and I have 3 kids, Nate, Ryan & Maggie.   

Board Member at Large 
Rolly Eldow, RN — Enjoy cooking, reading, traveling, and  
spending time with my 4 kids ages 15, 12, 9, and 6!   

Board Member at Large  
Bea Leyden, DNP, MBA, RN, CPHQ, NEA-BC — I love all things nursing and all things     
related to beach life (sun, sand, swimming, kayaking...) 

MEET THE 2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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***ATTENTION***  

 Never been a member of the SePA Chapter or has your membership expired? Well, you are 
going to want to take advantage of this exclusive offer for a FREE membership through 
July 30th, 2021!!!! All you have to do is make sure your AACN membership is current 
and then email sepaengagement@sepa-aacn.org for simple instructions to get signed up in 
less than 5 minutes! There's nothing to lose, so join us today and find out what you've been 
missing!  

 Are you a current SePA member or have you already paid your dues this year? Don't worry, 
of course we are going to take care of you too and express our sincere appreciation for your 
commitment to our chapter. Stay tuned for an announcement soon about extending 
membership for active members!  

 MASK UP EVERYONE! SePA asks, “Who do you wear a mask for?”    
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SePA’s Research Committee is  calling for applications for Grants in Support of Original  Research,          

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice, as well as Clinical Projects related to Acute and Critical Care. These grants are 

available to SePA members (up to $4000 for original research and evidence-based projects; up to $500 for  

clinical projects). The projects must benefit acutely or critically ill patients and families. Please note that in   

order to apply for these grants, the principle investigator/project leader MUST be a current member of 

the SePA Chapter. We look forward to receiving your application by e-mail at separesearch@sepa-aacn.org. 

For full application details, please visit https://aacnsepa.nursingnetwork.com/page/68491-nursing-research-

grants. If you have any questions regarding the grants or the application process, please contact the Chair of 

the Research Committee at the same e-mail.  

Deciphering COVID-19 Data: A 
practical review of latest evidence 

and reporting statistics 
  

November 12, 2020 
6:00-7:00 PM 

 
• Research Committee meeting prior   

@ 5:30-6:00 PM 
• Presenters: Makayla Cordoza, PhD, 

RN, CCRN-K & Jennifer Pinto-
Martin PhD, MPH 

• Virtual Conferencing via Zoom 
• Register in Nursing Network (Zoom 

link will be provided at later date 
• https://aacnsepa.nursingnetwork.com/ 

ALSO — Keep checking your emails for an    
announcement from Nursing Network with     

details about our rescheduled Research Dinner 
Program! We will be holding this virtual       

program in January of 2021. 

mailto:separesearch@sepa-aacn.org
https://aacnsepa.nursingnetwork.com/page/68491-nursing-research-grants
https://aacnsepa.nursingnetwork.com/page/68491-nursing-research-grants
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Winter Coat Drive  

November 30th -December 11th 
Have extra coats or sweaters in your 

home that you were thinking of         

donating this year? Let us help!        

We will be posting several drop off    

locations where you can meet up SePA 

members and help our community at 

the same time! 


