Noon News with Nurses
LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY OVERVIEW
PRESENTED BY AMY DAILEY RN, COHN -S/CM, CHSP
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Agenda
Knowledge refresh

Review of current legislative updates in Pennsylvania
Occupational Health Advocacy: Awareness & Opportunities
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Refresh your Knowledge
https://youtu.be/FFroMQlKiag
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Pennsylvania Constitution
The Pennsylvania Constitution is the foundation of our state
government. Our first Constitution was adopted in 1776 and was a
framework for the U.S. Constitution, which did not take effect until
1789.
◦ https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/constitution.cfm
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Branches of Government
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Legislative Update
Senate Co-Sponsored Memoranda
Senator Art Hayward: Senate District 4
◦ Plans to introduce legislation to penalize individuals who recklessly expose
others to COVID-19 by refusing to wear a face covering in public
◦ On 1 July 2020, the Pennsylvania Secretary of Health issued an order requiring universal face coverings to protect
the public from the spread of COVID-19. According to the order, “face coverings can decrease the spread of
respiratory droplets from people.” Using face coverings in public is proven to reduce transmission and will
prevent a resurgence of the virus, taxing our healthcare systems and the economy. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) also recently called for all Americans to wear face coverings. The CDC affirms they
are one of the most powerful tools in the fight against COVID-19, emphasizing the protection individuals get
from face coverings only occurs when others in the community universally wear them. In fact, CDC Director Dr.
Robert Redfield advised, "If we all wore face coverings for the next four, six, eight, twelve weeks across the
nation, this virus transmission would stop.”
The Commonwealth confirmed its first cases of COVID-19 in early March of this year. Today, we have over
101,000 positive cases and already lost over 7,000 family and friends to COVID-19. All Pennsylvanians have a
responsibility to protect themselves, their families, and their communities. If we are going to stop the spread of
this highly contagious and deadly disease, wearing face coverings in public must be enforceable.
“My legislation will add failing to adhere to the face covering requirements of a declaration of disaster
emergency to the crime of “recklessly endangering another person”, punishable as a misdemeanor of the second
degree. Willfully exposing someone to another deadly disease already is a violation of our Crimes Code. Now is
the time to act to protect those we love and those at risk from a senseless death.”
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Legislative Update
Senate Co-Sponsored Memoranda
Senator Doug Mastriano: Senate District 33
◦ School District Opt-Out Option for Mask Mandate
◦ Local school boards and school directors know their communities better than state bureaucrats.
Therefore, school boards should have a role in implementing COVID-19 safety measures.
After all, with 500 school districts statewide, there is no “one size fits all approach” when dealing with pandemic
mitigation.
Unfortunately, recent mandates have removed local school boards from the equation.

As a result, I intend on introducing legislation allowing school districts to “opt-out” or “opt-in” to a recent mask
mandate issued by the Wolf administration.
Our local school boards have the vision and foresight to implement these types of safety precautions, without
the state imposing mandates upon our education system.
The legislation will be specifically tied to the existing COVID-19 Emergency Declaration, as well as any future
heath pandemics, when a mask edict is imposed by the administration.
Local school boards should not be ignored.
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Legislative Update
Senate Co-Sponsored Memoranda
Senator Lindsey M. Williams: Senate District 38
◦ Increasing Health Inspectors to Help Mitigate COVID-19
◦ Plans to introduce legislation to utilize federal CARES Act funds to hire COVID-19 health inspectors in order to mitigate
the spread of Coronavirus while helping restaurants and bars stay open.
◦ “Throughout Pennsylvania and especially in Allegheny County, an overwhelming number of Coronavirus cases have been
traced back to bars and restaurants. As a result, Allegheny County has taken proactive measures to limit in-person dining,
and now all of Pennsylvania is following suit. I know that many bars and restaurants in my district
are making the necessary investments to keep their patrons and workers safe. They’re purchasing plastic shields, setting
up tents and tables outside, and purchasing PPE for their staff to wear. However, there are bars and restaurants that
have decided not to take the right precautions to keep their staff and patrons safe, which has, unfortunately, resulted in a
spike in cases and strict adjustments further limiting the industry’s ability to generate revenue.”
◦ “In order to address this issue, my legislation will provide $50 million in CARES Act funds to oversee, support, hire, and
train health inspectors specifically dispatched to bars and restaurants not following CDC and/or Pennsylvania Department
of Health guidelines.”
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Legislative Update
House Co-Sponsorship Memoranda
Representative Dawn Keefer: District 92
◦ International Overdose Awareness Day
◦ Plan to introduce a resolution to designate August 31, 2020 as “International Overdose
Awareness Day” in the Commonwealth.
“We are all aware of the staggering numbers of overdose deaths in Pennsylvania. This resolution
acknowledges substance use disorder and opioid use disorder as a tragic medical disease. In
2018, 4, 491 PA residents lost their lives due to drug overdoses. We grieve with their families
and remember those lives lost to this horrific epidemic and in honor of their lives, we have
requested the flags over the Capitol be lowered to half-staff on August 31, 2020.”
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Legislative Update: House Bill
Representative Michael H. Schlossberg : District 132

Representative Frank Farry : District 142
◦ HB 1459
◦ Emergency Responder Mental Wellness and Stress Management Program
◦ An Act amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in general provisions relating to emergency
management services, further providing for definitions; providing for
emergency responder mental wellness and stress management;
establishing the Statewide Critical Incident Stress Management Program;
providing for duties of the Secretary of Health and the Department of
Health; in miscellaneous provisions, further providing for immunity from
civil liability; and, in emergency medical services system, further
providing for support of emergency medical services.
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Emergency Responder Mental Wellness and Stress Management Program
Rushing to the scene without second thought, emergency responders often witness horrors that most of us cannot even
begin to imagine. Recent studies have shown that they experience higher rates of depression, alcohol abuse, sleep
disturbances, anxiety disorders and suicidal thoughts. Unfortunately, those who are first to respond are often the last to seek
help. In the near future, we will introduce bi-partisan legislation that creates a Mental Wellness and Stress Management
program for Pennsylvania’s first responders.
Our legislation establishes a mental wellness and stress management protocol within the PA Department of Health (DOH) to
protect emergency responders living with post-traumatic stress and/or brain injuries and creates a toolbox for emergency
responders to utilize when dealing with post-traumatic stress injuries. These tools will include:
Peer to peer support programs,
Toll-free helpline, Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM) Programs, and Trauma awareness training.
Lastly, our legislation increases fines to the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund (EMSOF) to improve the quality and
delivery of Pennsylvania’s EMS delivery and requires that $250,000 of that revenue to be dedicated to fund the Emergency
Responder Mental Wellness and Stress Management Program. Specifically, the bill increases the fine for traffic violations from
$10 to $20 and Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD) fines from $25 to $50. It should also be noted that these fines
have not been increased in over 20 years while the cost of providing EMS services has continued to rise.
It is critical for first responders to understand that asking for help is a strength, not a weakness. The creation of this program
will provide Pennsylvania’s emergency responders with the opportunity to lessen the psychological impact of their jobs. That
is why we, as legislators, must do all we can to support our first responders, especially those who may be suffering in silence.
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Legislation in Pennsylvania
COVID Legislation
WC Legislation
Occupational Health & Safety Legislation

Workplace Violence Legislation
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What does Advocacy look like?
Embracing and promoting a cause
Educating an elected official about the importance of a specific issue
Inviting an elected official to tour your organization
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Your Voice Matters!!!
What interests you…
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦

Healthcare Reform?
Safe Staffing?
Nursing Workforce Development?
Gun Violence?
Workplace Violence?
Opioid Epidemic?
Personal Protective Equipment?
Public Health?
??????
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Get Involved
Understand your interest
◦ https://www.pa.gov/
◦ https://www.dli.pa.gov/Businesses/Compensation/WC/Pages/default.as
px
Learn about how the government works
◦ https://bensguide.gpo.gov/about-this-site
Sign up for updates and session information
◦ https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/session.cfm

Find out who your representatives are
◦ https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/
Write a letter, schedule a meeting/call
◦ http://aaohn.org/page/public--affairs
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It takes a village…
By working together, OHNs can identify advocacy issues of
highest priority and work together to address occupational and
environmental health and safety concerns within our state.

Questions? Feel free to reach out. Amy Dailey adailey@trinity-health.org
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